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INTRODUCTION. 



The reign of George OQL will be referred to hf 
fiilure hiatoriaiie as a peiiod not lest distiii|;itt8hed 
hj the brilliant exploits of our coQntiynieo in arms, 
than by the steady and propfressive march of the 

sciences and the arts. Occupied, as a very con- 
siderable portion of that period has been, by a 
war, longer in its duration, more ferocious in it£ 
character, and more extensive in its ravages, than 
had ever before aiHicted Europe, at least in mo- 
dem times^ the advancement of physical and geo- 
l^phical knowledge, though necessarily retarded 
in its procuress, suffered hut little interruption, if 
we except one memorable instance where a f rench 
General brutally seized the person and papers of 
a British naval otficer, on his return from a vojage 
of discovery, and with unparalleled meanness, in- 
jasticey and inhumanity, delained the fofmer nearly 
seven years in cajpttvity^ and pnrhmied a part of 
the latter. With this exception, no war was waged 
against science ; the impulse which had been given 
to geographical discovery still maintaiDed its dip 
rection, and was never lost sight oi^ even by hos- 
tile fleets; witness, among other instances, the in- 
tefesting and admimble surv ey of the coast of 
Asia Minor by Captain Beaufort, while command- 
ing a frigate attached to the M^itenanean soua^ 
dron, the accoant of which has lecentiv been laid 
before the public. ^ Indeed,^ as Dr. Douglas has 
justly observed, it would argue a most culpable 
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want of ratioiia] curiosity, if we did not use our 
best endearours to arrive at a full acquaintance 
with the contents of our own planet." And if those 
endeavoorBy which^ during war, were, so iDCcees- 
fiilly pursued, shooid be relajted on the retam of 
peacot we mt^t thcai indeeS hare cause to dunk 
meanly of the times in which we Utc, or, to use the 
irdrdi of this esihMMt* writer, if we coold sup- 
pose H^piissible thdt ftill justke hiH not be dono lo 
the Aoble^ pliU of disooTCry, so steadily and so 
tfuccessMly carried on since the accession of His 
Majesty, which cannot foil to be considered, in 
every succeeding age, as a splendid period in the 
history (A our country, and to add to our national 
gloi V, by dlbtiiiguishing Great l^)ritain aS taking the 
lead in the most arduous undertakings for the 
€OT7in)oii benefits of the human race." — ^iutrod. to 
Cook s Third V oyage. 

« 

By following up, thereioro. the same system, and 
lieinij; acliiated by the same motives, of promoting 
the extent-ion ot human kno\vledo;e. the Prince Re- 
gent's government has evinced a correspondent 
feeling ; it has moreover proved, by appropriating 
to the purposes of discovery and maritime geo- 
graphy as great a share as iiossible of that part of 
the British navy which oonstttotes the peace estab- 
lishment, its iaodable inclination to cultivate the 
tiseful arts of peace, not from any selfish views, bot 
ibir Ihe general benefit Of mankind. To what pnr^ 
.pose moc^ eoold a portion of our naval force be^ 
at any tittle, but more especially in a time of pro> 
found poa^, more hononrably or more tneniDy 
(employed, (fimn in completing those miMtB and 
iSetails.of ^rographicri and oydrographical sci- 
ence, of winch the grand outttnes have been boldly 
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•nd 'iBioadlj sketdHBd bjr Cook, Vtaoower, FUn* 
deis, and p4ben af aiB> fywii c^nntryiiMeii; by La 
PenMuet DentrecaBleanx, Baiidin, and o^ber fe* 
leign jiangjitony^ Fwei^dh %MkBi||h, and fiusiiaii: 
in aaeertuaing wfth greater ppecisipii ibe poaitjivi 
fif initioalfff points m Tamas 
•oolhe shims of Asia Minor-M>f nortbem Africa, 
and of the numerous islands in the Mediterranean 
—the coasts, harbours, and rivers of Newfound- 
land, Labraelorc, Hudsoirs ba^, and (hat rcj^roatii 
to the preseiiL state oi European riavigatioru the 
existence or non-existence of Baifin^s ba^, and the 
northwest passage irorn the Athmtic to the Eastern 
ocean — in explorinfi:; those parts of the nortliwest 
coast of New Holland, ^vhich have not hitherto 
been visited since the time of Dampier — and in 
'Obtaining more distinct and accurate information 
of those iJjreat Archipelagos of islands, and those 
innumerable reefs and islets, which are scattered 
over the northern and southern Pacific oceans, 
and the Indian and Chinese seas, maoj hundreds 
of which were but the otber day discovoredf in 
one spot, by the Alette, on her late yojace dp 
liie leUow Sea, where not a single island had 
.baeneven suspected to eiist aad^ to Mine, nearer 
hoBiet in fiUing up and correcting those inpeHect 
and emneeon surreys of our own coasts, and of 
tbe seiatt that samwnd thei»*Hftqd lastly^ in ascer* 
taining with more precisionf th^ exlent» direo- 
tion, end veloeityf in difierent parts and at diflfer* 
ent seasons of the year, of that eiifaordinarj 
current known by Ibje nmyie of .the .Gulf Stream, 
by which all the currents of the not them Atlantic 
are more or lees influenced. These are 'objects 
of general concern in which all .Europe and Ame- 
rica are equally iulei estcd. 
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By the y^resent improved state of nnutical sci-'^ 
6nce. l)^ means of His Majesty's ships of war em- 
'ployed on surveys, of the surveying marine of the 
East India Company, and of the accidental dis- 
coveries of commercial vessels, the hydroi^^raphi- 
cal knowlede^e of every part of the globe is dailr 
extending itself The line of the coasts whicn 
form the ijouridaries of the coiitiiieiits and larger 
islands, are traced M^th more or less accuracy; 
the positions of most of the islands or groupes of 
islands are generally ascertained; and the pre- 
vailing winds and currents of the ocean are so 
much better imderstood ten fomeiiy^ that the 
usual time of an eight or nine monflis pMsage to 
or from China, is now reduced to four months, and 
rarely exceeds five, it may be said indeed, ge- 
nerally speaking, that^ as far as regards maritime 
discovery, the edge of cunceity has been taken ofH 
Enough howerer still remains to be done. Th^ 
deficiency in the detasl« and* the want of that ac- 
earacy so eseeiilia]ly necessary fi>r the advantage 
and security of navigation, stBI fbrmsh ample scope 
fcr fiirtber investigation slid research. 

■ 

But the ol^eot of the voyage, of which tfie nar- 
rative is contained in the present volume, though 
fitted out in the naval department, is nearly, if not 
altogether, unconnected either with maritime dis- 
covery or nautical surveying. It was planned and 
undertaken with the view and in the liope of solv- 
ing, or of being instrumental in solving, a great 
geographical problem, in m fiicli all Europe had, 
for some time past, manifested no common degree 
of interest; and, at any rate, in the almost certain 
means it would atlbrd of adding somethini^ to our 
present very coniiueU knowledge of the great 
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OMrtHMMit of Aineft>>-4lmt i i l -fcl g d ooontrj, whose 
unhappy natives, without laws to mtniin or s^* 
vemments to protect them, have too long been 
the prey oi a senseless domestic superstition, and 
the victims of a foreign infamous and rapncious 
commerce. That great division of the globt! of 
which, while we know tliat one part of it aCTordfl 
the most ancient and more stupendous monuments 
of civilized society that exist on the face of the 
earth, another, and by far the greater portion, ex- 
hibits at this day, to the reproach of the state of 
geographical science hi tlie nineteenth century, 
almost a blank on our charts; or what is still 
worse, large spaces filled up with random sketchen 
of rivers, lakes, and mountains, which have no 
oAer existenee than that which the §aaey of the 
map-maker has gWeii to them on his paper. So 
litUe indeed Imbb our knowledge of this great con- 
lUMnt kept paee with the increased knowledge of 
olher pafts of 4he 'world, tftmt it may rather be 
Mod to bttre mtiomded* If we hare acquired ^ 
warn deteikd and predte ac<|uaiataiice with the 
oatline of its coast, (and in this we are very defi- 
cient, as the present expedition has proved,) and 
wikh the position c»f its headlands and harbonrs, 
than the Egyptians, the Greeks, or the Romans in 
their time possessed, it may be doubted whether 
the extent and accuracy of their information re- 
specting tlie interior did not surpass oiii-s ; for 
it cannot be denied that, amidst the iMbnlous 
accounts, which fear or tiancy is suppose 1 1 to 
have created, of regions within and beyond the 
boundaries of the great desert, many impor- 
tant facts are enveloped, which modern disco- 
veries have brought to light ami protcd to be 
correct. « ' , ^' 
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For thef ipreat^r part of what is still ioxIWD of the 

interior regions of northern Africa, we are in* 
debted to the Arabian writers of the middle age^, 
and to the ioformatioD of AraUan travellers of our 
own times. After them the Portuguese were the 
first Europeans to penetrate beyona the coast into 
the intenor, .where thej no dolibt collected muA 
inibrmation ; but, unfbrtonatelj for the world, it 
was their plan to conceal what they diBCovered, till 
it has been lost even to themselves. That this na- 
tion iVequciil embassies to Tombuctoo, we 
have the authority of De Barro&, >vhich can seldom 
be called in question, and never, we believe, when 
he states nirro maUera of fact, which is the cnse 
in the present instance: hut though he mentions 
the names of the persons s( nt on these missions, 
he omits nil the circumstances aFid occiirrciicos of 
the journey, and fails even to describe this re- 
nowned city. 1 nere are however some circum- 
stances which make it possible that the Tombuctoo 
De Barros was no other than the Tambacunda of 
Parit and otiiers, as in all the maps of the sixteenth 
centnry, taken from Portognese anthoritj, Tom- 
buctoo is placed not more than firom three to feur 
hundred miles from the coast, which is about one- 
third part only of its real distance. The Porto- 
|;ue8e, however* Mlowed the Arabian gcoj?raphers 
in describing the stream <^ the Niger to flow firom 
east to west, which Herodotus had learned, neari^ 
twenty centuries beibre, to flow in a contrary fi- 
rection ; an opinion which Ptolemy afterwards 
jjcems to have adopted, perhaps on information 
gained from tiie same source ; though it must be 
coniessed, that Plolemy is unusually obscure in 
his geographical delineation ol tlie rise, direciiun, 
and termination of this celebrated river. 
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^ibth^nidttof IbeBe oonfliclung opinioterc'Bpect* 
ing the course of a peat river, which was etia left 
undecided in our timee* the aothoritj of an Ei^'* 
hah traveller, from personal inspection, set '|his 
question ibr erer at rest, bj determining the eft- 
section of the stream to l>e from west to east 
That part, therefore, of the prohlem which relates 
10 the origin and the direction of the earlj course 
of this celebrated river, has been completel)' 
solved ; but another and no less interesting part 
still continues to be wrapt up iii mj^bterj — where 
is its termijiation ? As ancient authorities had 
pointed out the true direction of the stream, it was 
nut fair to allow them credit i'ov a knowledge of its 
termination. In the ( xamina! ioii of this part ot the 
question, by the first ^eo^rapher of the age, either 
in this or any other cuunlr} , the aathorlties of the 
Arabian writers arc wcii^lied and compared with 
the geography of i^tolemy ; and alter a close and 
accurate invp<^tigatioa of the various statements of 
, ancient and mMem authorities, wad a train of 
reasoning; clear and argumentative, the result of 
jtiie inquiry appears to be, that the Niger loses it* 
,pieif in tluB extensive lakes or swamps of Wan* 
mra; an hypothesis which was suppjosed to hare 
,.9ke merit of tailing in pretty nearly with the termi- 
/nation of that river^ as assigned to it by Ptolemy in 
^hal he called the Libifa pdus^ which lakoi howe- 
,,|rer,^ Ptolemy only sajrs, is farmd, by the Niger. In 
Hiddition to this coincidence, there were also nega- 
Aiye proofs of the disappearance of the Niger in tbe 
interior regions of Africa. It could not, fur instance, 
be a branch of the Egyptian Nile, as* the Arabs 
generallT contend, for tlie two reasons adduced by 
Major Kenneil : first, Ix t ause of the difference of 
level; the Nile, accordini]^ to Bruce's measu-e- 
ment by the . barometeri passing over a country 
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whoae surface is very considerably higher than the 
sink of North Alricat through which the Nker m 
stated to flow. Seeandlj^ oecaitBe the Nile of 
Egypt, ill this case, must necessarily be kept 
at the highest pitch of its inundation for a-long time 
after that of the Niger, which is well known to be 
contrary to the fact Neitiicr was it probable^ that 
its waters were discharged into the sea on anj pari 
of the eastern coast, there being no nwer cf mag- 
nitude on the whole extent of that coast from Cape 
Goadafoi to Cape Corientes. The hypotbeais, 
Ihereibfe, of the dispersion and evaporation of the 
waters of the Niger, in lakes of an extended sur- 
face, was the most plausible, and perhaps the 
more readily adupled, it fell in with ancient 
opinion. 

The stream of this mysterious river being iioh 
traced with certairity from west to east as far as 
Tombucioo, so little suspicion seems to have been 
entertained of the |)rohahility of its making a cir- 
cuitous course to the seaou the western coast, near 
to wiiich it has its source, that the examination of 
this side of Africa seems entirely to have been left 
out of the question. But when Park was prepare 
ing for his second expedition to explore the further 
course of this river, it was suggested, that the 
Congo or the Zaire, which flows into the southern 
Atlantic about the sixth decree of south latitude) 
might be the outlet of the niger; and as this sug- 
gestion came from a person who, in the capacity of 
an African trader, had not only become well ac* 
4uaintcd with the lower part <t this rirer, but had 
actually made a survey of it, the idea was warmly 
espoused by Park, who, in a memoir addressed to 
liord Camden, previous to his departure from Engi- 
land, asjgigns reasons for becoming a convert to 
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UiiB hypothesis ; and he 844^9 Ml 
turn out ^ be the ^M^t, oppaiilefed id a coiiii|i#fh 
GAal point of view^ it is Be€oiMjli 4|oljr W liMI d^HMh 
ifii9f7 4if th« C^pe «^ GfKid ttpfne; and a geo- 
mpUBal point of Fieir^ it in^sprtaiDiy tW gr^^atest 

<faiDor^.ih«l remm to be vpd^ #ii Ihv w%i|d.'' 

BfLrV^ opinioa* il may S9id» iseatifiei to no 
gmter mi^U on this poi«^ tim ijm^ of anj 
otter pmoD bt4 pven Ml attei^iQii to^Abe 

wfao ^ve liiai oo cMOQra^ei^eot to hope liir the 
eoiiAniMtlfot of tivs iieir ftit tfae iia- 

nressioa which Ae &ctft stated bf Hi Unwell, and 
his rea(»oittng on those frets, had made on Park's 
jQind previous tp his leaving Ee^^and, so far from 
being ireabened, appear to have gathered strenjjtli 
on hi^ second progress down the river ; aiid it can 
h^rdlj.be doubted, Uiat the unkaovvu termination 
of the btrc am, and oi hi^ own joumej, was the 
unceasing object of his anxioMf inquiries; the re- 
sult ol which was, as we are told by his able aud 
a^qujrat^ biographer, that he adopted Mr. Max- 
Well's sentiments relative to the termination of the 
NifiTf r in their utmost extent, and peroever^d in that 
ppiiiion to tiie end of his life — perliaps he ought 
rather to have said, ^* to the day of his departure 
fcoui Saijsanding." That no altera^on of opinion 
in this respect had taken place, is quite clear from 
several expressions in iiis letters irom the Niger, 
addressed to Lord Camden* to Sir Joseph Baiilm« 
and torbis wife, in all of which he talks confidently 
of luSiC^ohiog Eieg^d by l)m way of the West 
indies ; ^not by a painful joprney b^ok b^ isod to 
line Seoeflod or tjbe Gambia* but by arriviQgejtsojne 
e^ber^md HMure iisimi iiaxt of th^i western oteat 
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This is rendered still more evident from the infoi^ 
mation he collected at Sansandin^, which con- 
firmed the hjpothesis of the southern direction oH 
the Niger. "1 have hired a gakle (he says) to go 
with me to Kasliiia; be is one of the greatest tra- 
vellers in Hub part of Africa: be aajs that 
the Niger, after it passes Kashna* runs direct- 
ly to the right hand, or to the souths he had 
never heard of any person who had seen its teraa- 
nation ; he was sure it did not end near Kashna or 
BomoQf having resided for uamt time in holh theae 
kingdoms;** and to Lord Cnmdon hewryB, «*he wp 
more and more inclined to think that it can end no^ 
where bat ia the sea. 

4 

No wonder then that Park^ having thas ascer- 
tained from " one of the greatest travellers in that 
part of Africa,*' the southerly course of the Niger, 
should be sanfi^uine of proving the validity of Mr. 
Maxwell's hypotfiesis, and of reaching the Wei>L 
Indies from the mouth of the Congo. It was not, 
however, his late to establish the truth or falsity of 
this proposition ; the problem still remains unde- 
termined ; and the termination of the Niger and 
the source of the Congo, arc alike unknown. The 
probability of their identity, lioweven appeared 
to gain ground, not merely because one great river 
took a southerly direction, and had no known ter- 
mination, and another came from the northward, 
nobody knew from whence ; but the more the mag- 
nitude and charaeter of tlie latter river was inves* 
tigated, and its circumstances weighed and com- 
pared with those effects which mi|^ be expected 
to hapjpen from natoral causes^ the greater colour 
was given to the supposition of their identity. 
It is only smrpriaing that anv<er of that nagntede 
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and desi^riptioDwlM^ Mosg to the Capg»| aiMNiU 
ttily linftiiefim now^ have claimed a more parti- 
cukir atreAlHni. It k Iraey the first notice of thi» 
mer i» but vaguely giveiL Dieeo Cam, in prar 
eeadi^f doro ttie coaat, obBerrao a lirqii^ current 
aattiitf^ from the land, the wateraof which were 
diaoMHmd^ and when tested, fimnd to be fresh. 
^hofla c i i wB w tniM K 'n lad him t» eoaeitide, thai be 
was not lar fran the aBonth of some mighty river, 
wbioliHaaiwihissoniwaa soon confinned by a nearer 
approack He naaMd it the Congo, as that was 
ine name of the country through which it flowed* 
but he afterwards found that the natives called it 
the 2!aire; two names whicii, bince that time, Jiave 
been used indibcriminately by Europeans. It now 
appeal's that Zaire is the general appellative lor any 
^reat river, Hke the Nile in North Aiiic a, and the 
Ganges iii lliudostan, aad that the native name of 
the individual river in question is Moienzi ^gddi^ 
or the river which ahborba aU othej: r^vei]^ / ^ . w 

All siif>se(juent accounts agree in the Miai>,jiituile 
and velocity of this river. In the ^'Chronica da 
Com^anhia de Jessus em Portugal,^' after noticing 
the Egyptian Nile, and the CMinunon hut erroneous 
notion of its pK>ceeding from the same lake with 
the Zaire, (namely Zerabre, ^ the mother of wa- 
ters,") the latter is described as ^^-so violent and so 
powerful from the quantity of its water, and -the ra* 
pidity of its current, that it enters the sea on the 
western side of Afiica, forcing a broad and free 
passage (in spite of the ocean) with scrnoob vio- 
lenoe^ that forthe space of twenty leagues it prei- 
serves ito fresh water unbroken by the briny bU<» 
lows which encompass it on eveffj sidej if this 
aoble river had •determined to try its strength in 
pitched battle with the ocean itself, and alone deny 



it the tribute which all the other rivers in the 
world pay withoiil resistance." tVom the follow- 
ing deecfiption it is pretty evident that Purchas 
ittust have been in poBoesekm of tiiis thk boc^ 
troiW which the above account is taken ; tbongh be 
Bad not profited by the infoiawttion it conftains re^ 
specting the different stmrtses of the Nile and the 
sStArei ^foT the FoftUgacBe^^ says tfak chronicle, 
^bM the fiithen df our flodety who traveiMd Ihe 
whole euipive of tipper Ethk^ia, <wU«h we call 
PhmM Joao) have clearly proved that the Nile 
4oeB tibt take to tke in this lake Zenbrt, and that 
tlMiae atitbota ar6 tinstaken who give it tfiat aottree^* 
Ptmhiis^ hewevetf e^emft to hare no 8Cra|]liB fbottt 
the truth of what atoounts nearly to a physical im- 
l^sibility, — the (lowing of two rivers in opposite 
dircetioiis out of the same lake. " The /aire,'* 
says this quaint writer, " is of such torce that no 
ship can get in again^^t the current but neer to the 
shore ; yea, it prevails a2:aTnst tlic ocean's saltnesse 
threescore, and as some say, fourscore miles within 
the sea before bis proud waves yoeUl their full ho- 
mage, and receive that prU temper in token of ?!ib- 
jection. Such is the haughty spirit of that 5?tr(",ini, 
overn]niiiii2: Uie low countries as it passeth, and 
swollen ^^ ith ( oneeit of daily conquests and daily 
supplies, which, in armies of showers arc, by the 
clouds, sent to his succour, runnes now in a Itirious 
rage^ thinking even to swallow the oeean, which 
hmte he never saw, with his mouth wide firaping 
eight and tw^ntee tniles, as Lopez alhrtneth, in the 
opening; bitt meeting with a more eic'int-like ene- 
mie which^ hes Inrkiiig rnider the clitfes to receive 
his aflsault^ is presently sWAllowed in that wider 
woiabev yet so, as always beti^ conqaered, he 
never giires ovor^ bat in an etemall qiiarrel« iHth 
deefW and indited frownee ki his angry face, 
ibaming with disdaine, and filling the aire with 
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moise, (with fre^h Mif%) supplies iktm iimm 

The stmig cummt ai the moalh of the nrar, 
and M Air upes-ships faoM been eible to praetai, 
^*4b& floeling ialeiide corned dotm by the«tf«a«i 
ioto the oceon-^the pevoeptiUe eflhete of theoop- 
Mftt to a TOiy oonflidenMe diilnce Itoid the 
ihei e he i y e mod eombomted by m naiij cimh 
currfi^ teBtimomes ae not to adnat of the nnatthet 
doubt Two English frterates, hot two years pre* 
vious to the present expedition, fully experienced 
these eflfects. The Honourable Captain Irbj, who 
commanded the Amelia, witli dtiiiculty suceeeded 
ki getting bis ship 48 or .00 miles up the river, the 
current running down in the middle oi the stream 
at the rate of six and seven knots an hour; beibre 
entering the river the niiip was anchored at twelve 
miles from the southern point q( its inoiitfi in 15 
fatbomf?. where the current was ninnitiirat the rate 
of lour miles an hour, the water being much agi- 
tated, of the colour of rain-water, and perl'ectlj 
Sresb, In this situation they observed in the ocean 
htrms floating islands, ooipefed with trees and 
hnfim^ which had been ton from the hoiks bj the 
violenee of the current. In the journal of the 
ThaiB, aoBMMwded by Captain Scol»ell, it is ob^ 
served, *^ln twmuxtg this rtream I ntet sereial 
ftoatii^ Mande, or liroken mae iie c fiom the hanks 
of that noble river, which, with the trees etSl erect 
and the wliole wafting to die notion of the eea,. 
vmhedfiir imothe oeean,andibfnied anovol pros- 
pect efffn to persons accostomed to the phenome- 
na of the wateie.^ In Maxwell's chart the enrrent 
is laid deim near the moatfi as ronning at the nrte 
of six miles and seven miles an hour, and the mid- 
^hajLiiiel 100 fathoms deep; at twenty.four or twen- 
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ty-<ive miles up the ii\er, where the funnel or 
estuary is contracted to the natural bed of the 
river, which is about two and a lialf to three miles 
in width, the dcptli is still JOG laUioma. At tiily 
miles, the stream is broken into a number of 
branches, by islands and sand banks. Beyond 
ninety miles they are again united into oiu chan- 
nel, about a mile and a half in width, and the 
depth, in some ])l:u es lilt y. in others thirty, latlioms, 
continuing about the same width and depth to the 
end of the survey, or about 130 miles from the 
nKwIh of the nver; and it is stated, from ioiorma- 
tion of the native slave dealers at Emboaaiaf tkmi 
it is navigable beyond the ternunation of this mu^ 
vej from My to sixty miles, where the navigation 
it interrupted by a great cataractt which they call 
Gaml);i Enzaddi. He tayst tiowever, in his letter 
lo Mr. Keir, which was conmnnlcated to Paii^ 
that, aooofding to the aooovmls he had recaired 
from tranrellin^ dave merdiants, the river is aa 
laiw at 600 milea ap the coantir as atEoiboaina» 
waaS that it is there ealled EtumddL 

All these accounts prove the Zaire to be a river 
of very considerable magnitude ; and though not 
to be compared with the Amazons, the Oronooko, 
the Mississippi, St. Laurence, and oilier magnificeul 
waters oi the iNew World, it was unquestioiiably 
the larg^est river on the contiiient of Africa. If the 
calenlation l>e true, that the Zaire at its lowest 
state di^char^es into the sea two million cubie feet 
oi water in a second of time, the Nile, the Indus, 
and Ganges, are but rivulets compared with it, as 
the Griinjjes, uhieh is th(» Inrofost of the three, dis- 
charo^es only about one-hilli ol that quantity at its 
highest Hood. In point of magnitude, therefore, 
4K> objection couid be urged to its identity with the 
Niger. ^ 
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Many other obiections, however, were 8tarti||l 
asainst tttts hypotbesii, and in partioiilarthe'thiiee 
mbwing, nameljt 

]• Tfae obstiuction of the Kong niiMmtaini» 
whichf uniting with the Gfbhel Komri, m 
' poBed to extend intone unbroken chain afsnm 
the continent 2. The great length of ita oounef 
which would exceed 4000 miles; wheieaa Ilia 
course of the Amaaom, the greateet m the 
world, is only about 3500 miles. 3.^ The absence 
o( all traces of the Mahommedan doctrines or 
instilutioiis, and of the Arabic language, on tlie 
coast where the Zaire empties itself into the sea. 

■ The first objection in wiiolly gratuitous, as the 
existence of this chain of mountains has not \>e%B 
ascertained, nor is it easy to coiiiecture on what 
grounds it has been imn^itied. Park saw to the 
southward of his route, at no grpeat distance troin 
the sen-coast, the jieak ot tlie cluster of mountains 
called the Konc^, out of wliich the Niger, the Sene- 
gal, and the Gambia, take their rise. The Moun- 
tains of the Moon have been placed towards the 
t)entral parts of Africa ; but if Bruce viBited that 
branch of the Niie, which is said to rise out oi' 
these moantainsy (which is more than doubtftil,) 
they are actually -not further remoyed from the 
eaatem^ than those of the Kong are from the west- . 
«m coast. But by what authority they are united, 
and siretohed completely across the oontinant, 
like a string of beads, it would be difficult we be- 
lieve for our modem geographers to point out 
There is evidence however to the oontraiy. All 
the Haoussa traders who have been questioned 
on the subject, and who come frequently to Lagos, 
and other places on the coast of Guinea, with 
slaves, deny that they meet on their journey with 



miy mountains, aiid that the only difficulties and 
obstructions arise from tiie frequent rivers, lakes^ 
and swamps which they have to cross. But ad- 
mittine: that such a chain did exist, and that it was 
one solid, unbroken range of primitive srranite, it 
would be, even in that singular case, the otily in- 
stance, perhaps, of such an extended barrier re- 
sisting the pas8a)|e of an accumulated mass of 
water. Even the Himmalaya, the largest and pro- 
iMtbly the loftiest range in either the New or Old 
Worid, has not been able to oppose an effectual 
barrier to the eouthem streams or Tartarj. The 
nain branch of the Ganges, it is true, does not, ae 
was once supposed, perrade it> foot the Burampu- 
tra, the Sutlej and the Indus, ha^e forced their 
way throng this iminenBe granite chaki. The 
rmijf iiMtMtatitf of America haf« opened a gaie for 
the paseage of the Missouri t and the Delaware, the 
Sosqiiehs^na and the Potonac ha^e foreed their 
waythroneh the Alle|;hany range. This oltlectionr 
then, May fairly be said to ftll to the ground. 

The objection to the length of it« course is 
somewhat more serious, but not so formidable as 
at first it may appear. The great diiliculty, per- 
haps the only one that suggests itself, arises from 
the vast height which the source of a river mu6t 
necessarily Ik above the level of the sea, in order 
to admit of its waters being carried over a space 
of U)0() miies ; and from the certainty that Park, 
(wlirn it must be observed, however, measured 
nothina:) passed no mounlaiijs ot extraordinary 
hei£i;lit to at the Niger. A critic, rti a popular 
journal, whose arguments in favour ol the identity 
•of the Niger and Zaire were probably instrumental 
in bringing about the present expedition, in an- 
Biwer to this ohjeittioo, Las asaamed Ithe laoderate 
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height of 3000 feet for the source of the Nicer 
above the surface of the oceaii. This height^ lie 
observes, would give to the declivity or slope of 
the bed of the river, an average descent ol nine 
inches jii each mile throughout llie course ot iOOO 
miles. Condamine,'' he adds, " has calculated the 
descent of the Amazons at six inches and three 
quarters per mile, in a strai<z:lil line, which, allow- 
jiiij for its windings, would be reduced, according 
to Major lienners estimate, to about four inches a 
mile tor the slope of its bed." And this descent 
is not very didtTent Irom that of the bed of the 
Ganges ; it having been ascertained from a sec- 
tion, taken by onier of Mr. Hastings, of sixtjr 
miles in length, parallel to a branch oif the Gan- 
ges, to have nine inches of descent in each mile in 
a atraight line, which, bjr the windings of the river 
was reduced to four iacoes a mile, the same as the 
bed;of,the Ajnasona: and Ibis aiaaU descent gave 
a rale of motion to that stream somewhat lesB than 
three miles an hour in the dry, and from five to six 
an boor, in the wet soapoo, bat seven or eig^t 
tinder particular situations and under certain cir- 
cumslancim then, the Ganges and the Ama- 
zons flow at the rate of three miles in their lowest, 
and six miles in their highest state, with an ave* 
rrnre descent of no more than lour inches a mile, 
while the Niger, according to the hypothesis, 
would have an average descent of nine mches a 
mile, the objection to tiie great lejigth of its course 
in supposing its identity with the Zaire, would 
seem to vanish. It has been suiiicienll^ proved, 
however, that the velocity of rivers depends not 
on ihe declivity of their beds alone. Ijut chiefly on 
the mass aiid velocity of the water thrown into 
their channels at the spring head, and. the suppUet^ 

n 
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iSifff iwciviB ft on tributaiy Imiciict as th6j pni* 
etei m Mieir course. In tbo Anaaoaii the Qaii* 
ges, the Senepti, Ibe GamUa^ and in amy riv^er 
whose coarse, in its approa^ to tha* oeean^ Has 
through « fow countnr, it wHi he fimad, that the 
rise of a few feet in the tide is sufficient to force 
hack, up an inclined plane, hj its mass and 
velocit)', the whole current of the river to the dis- 
tance of several hundred mile», and the farther in 
proportion to the narrowness and depth of the 
channel beyond its funnel-shaped moutn. In esti- 
mating the probability, therefore, of the identity of 
the Zaire and the Niger, as far as the length o4" 
their course may be supposed to offer an objec- 
tion, we should inquire rather into the supply ot 
water than the declivity of the country through 
which it would have to pass. In this respect, the 
Niger would be placed under rery pec«mar eir- 
eumstances; its course, lying on both skies of the • 
Equator, and through a oanaiderable portion of 
hath Cropical regions, wbnid necsMarily be placedfi 
in one part or other, u n der the parallelB of per- 
petual rains, and eonseqoently iMaiveaperpelaai 



hare becsi 'i^Yan of tiie timer part of the Zah^ 
describe it as beiiig nearly in a perpetaal stateof 
flood, the height m the diy season haing wilhb 
nine ii^ ^of the height in the season of heaT? rains; 
whM the diflbfenoe in the height of the Nile and 
the<Sanges, at die two periods, exceeds thirty feet. 
Tfcs flooding of the Zaire is therefore periodical, 
its highest state being in March, and lowest about 
tlie end of August; a proof that it is influenced by 
the tropical rains, and that one branch of it, at , 
[east, must pass through some portion of the noitfa- * 
em hemispiiere.^ v 
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AMiher objection has been made to the ideo- 
Utj of the Niger and the Zaire, grounded on the 
.circuiBstance of no traces being discovered oi the 
Mahoiaedan doctrines or institutions on the cQ^t 
where the latter terminates. It would b^a sy|fi- 
cient answer to observe, that as far as pur present 
knowledge extends, the Niger, in Northern Africa, 
ibrmed the boundary of Mahomedan invasion. 
What the difficulties may have been, whether 
moral or physical, or both, to impede the spirit 
of enterprifie and fweselytisiii which belongs to 
the Mahomedan charactefY^* it would, be idle to 
t^olgecture ; but that they have been impeded, and 
in a gieat measure limited to tbe paniUel ^« the 
Niger while -on ite.euslein course, is pnethr cer* 
(taiof jBt tfam mpff^m |p Im neither dimpulty 
norw«pt>of oieans m-4Broteiag thb river, though 
♦ iheuft tli»y.be, Wth im 4iWic<vidtng lt< lodepeodent- 
ttf of thg. lutMHi tmd «wam»h I& 6aDd4Mijik8 aod 
^ffafidBy 4m4 may occur, .uie Africuo$ -have not at 

or id aa^ parjt ef the country, beau 
«0iK ftrijiFer navigation^ But it la far from im* 
4lffobaUe, thal^Arab priests or traders may biure 
penetrated into southern Africa; on the eastern 
coasts they held, at one time, powerful sctllenicuts, 
and Arabic words occur in all the languages of 
Jhe negro0u ereu on the western eo^st . 

Some vag^ue objections have been stated to the 
ideiitity of the Niger and Zaire, from their differ- 
ence of temperature, tlie precise mean in«^ of which 
it is not easy to comprehend. In what way, it 
may be asked, can the tempctature of a stream 
in Ifi"" N. lat affect the tempemMire of the same 
•iPiom in e"" S. laL ? Tbaro k iio awgnable ratio 
10 mhich it o^gfit to incraaae or jccw^t* its 
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lone course; it may change daily, and many times 

in the course of the day according to the tempera- 
ture of the surrouudinf; atmosphere. ()( tlic tem- 
perature of the Niger uolhiug is kjiown, lor Park 
does n«t appear to have noticed it; but that of 
the Zaire was repeatedly ascertained, in the pre- 
sent expedition, in different parts of its course, 
and was seldom lound to diner more than 2° of 
Fahrenlieil cMtlirr way, from the (eniperature of 
the atmosphere; remaining most roTnnioidv ahoiit 
76, and 77% which was pretty nearly the mean day 
iemperatiire of the atmosphere. 

Tlie hypotbeflis of Mr. Reichard, a German 
geograpfaier of some eminence, which makes the 
Niger to pour ita waters into the golf of Benin, ib 
entitled to very Ihlle attention. The data on 
which it is fffoaiided are all of ^tmn wholly gra- 
taitovs. He pmeeds on a calcidation of the quan* 
city of water, evaporated from the iuHace or the 
lakes of Wancara, and the quantity thrown into 
them hj the Niger, withoat knowing whether the 
Niger flowa into them or not, or even where Wan- 
gara is situated, much less the extent and magni- 
tude of those lakes. The Rio del Rey, the For- 
mosa, and the numerous intermediate branches 
that open into the gulf of Benin, are supposed to 
join in one great stream beyonci tlie flat alhirial 
land wliich they seem to have fonncd : the sn i mpo- 
sition, however, lias never been vr ritn d by ol sef- 
vation; but as far as it is known, the Kio del 
Rey proceeds from the northwar<l, nfid the oiIkt 
brancfies have a tefidency to the nortljw rst. ^\ he- 
ther, therefore, they unite, or not. ttie probability 
certainly is in iavour of all the streams, trom Guinea 
to Biafra* haering thaireoorces in the soathem faee 
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•of Ihe Kong moimtetns* U cmn M«rc«ly be sap- 
posed that the same moiuilMnfi, whose northern 

sides c^ve rise to the three large rivers, the Nipper, 
the Seiicgai, and the Gambia, should liave tlieir 
southern iaces destitute of streams. If, Im>^\ over, 
we refer these miinerous braiiciies to some great 
fetrram crossing tfie continent, from the northeast, 
the Houssa merchants, in their journty to Lfi^os, 
must necessarily pass it ; hut by tlieirown arrount, 
though numerous streams, and lakes, and inarshes 
occur, they neither cros^ aoy high mountain, or 
very large river. j>'.. - .-ti ■ ' - ^ 

in this.unsatk&uitor^ stmte of doubt and corvee- 
tare, ia wUoh m most iiB|iorteBt geognipliiool pM- 
blem was involrod, iwo expeditkMis were set on 
foot under the aiwiMcee of Government; the one 
to foUow up the discovery of Park hj detcentHng 
the stBOon of the Niger, tlie^ther to-eiplore the 
Zeiie ttpwoids towards Mb eomoe. ladcpeDdentlr 
of eaj ralatioD which Ihe ktler im|^ be cieppeeeii 
to htm to. the fofmer, the nver itwU* front nH the 
deacrijplMNiB whieh had been ghren of fhaa its 
first discqrety by Diego Can down lo the pre eeat 
time, was of sufficient magnitude to entitle it to 
he better known. To accomplish this object more 
of difficulty was apprehended in the navie^ation, 
than oi danfi^er troin ihe hostility of the nalivcy, 
or ilie unhe;dtfiiness of the climate, neither of 
wiiich had opposed any obstacle to the progress 
of the Portuguese. It was well known both to 
them and the slave-dealers of Liverpool, who 
used to frequent this river, that its nrn ligation wns 
impeded by a cataract at no great distance from 
its mouth ; but that was not consider^ as a rea- 
een wb3^it ahoald not agna become nangaUe be- 
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yondtt Maxweil'S information irom the dii^ew 
iteatavs stated it to be so for «iz htndnd niloa 
aboTO this catoraci 

fa ei|rioriiig tfie oovtfse of an OBknown itrer t 
o[ywarda, there would obmoslj be less riA lis | 
4 me parties eoMployed thab in foUowing the stveaai 
AMPnwards. Ui the first case a reti^t riwiM al* 
wa^ be secured when the naTigatioD became ao 
loiter praetlcabte^ or tiie state of the country I 
rendered it unsafe to proceed ; in the second,^ ' 
every moment might be pregnant wUli unforeseen 
dangers Iroru which there could be no retreat. \ 
The river mi^ht, for instance, suddenly and im- 
perceptibly become bristled willi rocks, aud its I 
rapid stream roll with such velocity as to sweep 
the unfortiiiiate navigator to certain destruction 
down a cataract ; or it might spread out its waters 
into n wide lake without an outlet, which, be- 
coming in the dry season a boundless swamp, ; 
^ould equaily doom him to inevitable destrudioB. i 
No one can tell what the fate of Park maj have I 
been, but no one will beUefe that this enAerprising i 
traf^ier finished ins career in the manner related 
by Isaaco4 on the prstended autbontj of Amadou 
ratima* Some |»evsoas yideed are stiii sanguine 
ettough to suppose he wmj be Uriog. It is pust 
pesmley and bwrely eo» after ouch a lapse of tmm^ 
* that this unfortunate travdier may have been buiv 
ried down the stfesus ef the Niger mlo the baatt 
ef Africa, and placed in a situation fitm "vvhenm 
he had neither the means of retumins^ or of pro- 
ceeding; but what these obstacles may have been, 
whether moral or physical, or both, in the total 
atwence of all information it would be idle to con- 
jecture J it may reasonably be cojiciudedy liow- 
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ever, thai if this intelligeiii trareUer had still heeo 
Kyingf ha wmld lon^ ere now have hit upw Mum 
eicp«lieiii to make his sitoatioa known. 

Ik wta hoped, fhei^ even ibiMiid the unmediale 
' object of the ezpeditioa ap the &are not pmre 
•Qoeossfiil, that seme .mere correct as well as meie 

extensive information^ respecting the regions 
tlirougli which it flows, would be the result of it 
Some doubt was entertained, in making prepara- 
tions for exploring tlie river, as to the kind oi ves- 
sel which might be found most suitable and conve- 
nient ii\ all I CS precis to be employed on the occa- 
Bion. Among otlier quedifications, t wo were indis- 
pensably necessary ; first, that she should draw but 
httie vi ater; and secorullv, that she should adbrd 
suiiicient accommodationH for the otficersand crew, 
for the Naturalists and their collections, besides an 
anplc sappljr prownioiia aad presents, witbimt 
which there is no getting on among the Africans* 
It was suggested hy Sir Joseph Baiw^ wbo^ from 
the lively inleseet he imvanaUjr takes, and the 
wiUiM BPsintSBCO he is ever ready to afiford^ whose 
the advanoemenit of human knowledge is cooQem^ 
edf was the iaai te becDnanlisd m the present oe* 
«wMn» that a steaas mgine ni^i be found useM 
Id impel the vessel against the rapid eurrenlof tbe 
wmt. Manj reasons were ecged for and against 
the employment of a steam vessel. If indivrauab 
both in Europe and America find it of advantage to 
avail themselves oi the aid of this powerful agent, 
it could not be less advantageous when employed 
on the puhlie service; it would spare the men the 
lahoar of rowing wiien the wind should be foul, or 
foiled. Some difficulties were started with regard 
4e fuel* but these were overruled by the well 
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known Tacit that on the banks of the lower parts 
oT the river are whole forests of the mangrove, the 
wood of which pofisedset the peculiar qualitv of 



but it was not known to w|iat extent these ^forests 
might reach, though it was fiiir to presume, that, io 
an equiboctiaji- GUmate, where water was to be 
ibnnd, wood would not be wanting. At the same 
time it could not escape notice that the labour of 
felling and preparing tiiel for the boiler of a steam 
engine to the amount of about three tons a da^, 
ia sucli a climate, might he lully as fatiguing, and in 
all pr()])abilit)' more fatal to the crew, than the oc- 
casional operation of rowing^. If, however, it 
could have been certain that this vast and rapid 
river was navigable beyond tlie cataracts, and its 
banks well wooded, a steam ( Ui^ine might prove a 
good auxiliary; and accordingly it was determined 
that a vessel, capiiblr of bcins: navigated by steaiii 
sl^Mild ibfthwith he constructed. 

' But another difficulty presented itsel£ The 
vessel was not only to he constructed so as to be 
adapted to the ^ts and- shallows that nM|^ 
oocur in the rivert but so as to ensure her a safe 
passage across the Atlantic; this was thought 
bjr many persons to be no easy task. The bur- 
den of the vessel was not la exceed one bun«> 
died tons, her draft of water four feet: of this 
toraiage it was calculated that the engine of 24 
horses* power would alone occupy one-Uurd part, 
a«d, of ner measurement, the whole breadth of 
the vessel, and twenty feet in length. Such a ves* 
seh however, with so heavy a burden and so small 
a displacement of water, Mr. Seppings, the sur- 
veyor of the navy, undertook to construct, and at 
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the same time to give her such strength and step 
bilily under sail as would enable her to be navi- 
gated in safety to the southern Atlantic. It had 
been proposed to send lier out in frame, and to 
set her up ui the river, hut against this plan there 
were insuperable objections. 

Messrs. Watt and Bolton were put in communr- 
cation with Mr. Seppiuejn, in order that a proper 
steam engine might be fitted for the vessel. Un- 
fertanately, however, by some mi-conception, the 
engine with its boiler was heavier, or ilie vessel 
drew ibore water, than had been anticipated ; the 
coDseqaence of which was, that at the his^hest 
pitch of the eogineit wottld not propel her through 
Ihe water at a greater speed than that of four 
knots an boor; and when lightened to the draught 
of fear feet three inches, her rate of going never 
e1^ceeded fire knots and a half an hour. It was 
•thereibfe so obMoos that this rate of going never 
could compensate for the rery great incumbrance 
of a machine that occupied one-third part of the 
vessel, that it was at odee detemined to get nd^ 
it ahoffether ; a measnre which waa earnesilj urgoA 
by Captain Tuckey, as he tfiereby wooW procure a 
most important addition for the stowage of provi- 
, sion??, at kit the accommodation of hia crew. Ab • 
the trial ol ihis steam vessel, which had beenooD- 
structed with the view of corabinii^ the opposite 
qualities of navia:ating the ocean by the power of 
flie wind, and steniming the current of »mer^ 
that of steam, liad attracted a very consideraMe 
dcirree of curiosity, the failure brought forward m 
shoal ot projretors, every one ready with his in- 
fellibie If iiiedy ; and Messrs. l^oUon and W att were 
no lej*9 anxious to try the result of another enguif 



fWf^n but t&e flMion for Maviim^fttt 

%tt>4^ition had arrived, tlie month w lumiu^ iHri 

filready expired, the officers and men of sc^nofe 
vere all cngaL^c^L tlie articles for presents pur- 
chased, the iribti umeiittj prepared, and it was most 
desirablr that the expedition should reach the 
<*oa8t of Southern Africa not !at( r than May, or 
June ^t farthest, in order that the voyag^e up thf© 
river might commence with the early part of the 
dry seaaoD. - ' < r ;i r tfpstwtv^ 

Mr. Sef»pings and Captain Ttickey were both of 
(opinion that. \\ ith a tridiuii; alteration, the Congo 
fror so she liad been naiTKul,) might be converted 
into an excellent sea vessel, and equally proper for 
ascending the river by the ordinary means ol na?i» 
gatidn, namely, by Bail and oar; and as far as tbe tip 
ver navigation ivas cofiaetned, they were confirmed 
4n this opinion by information coUected from the 
laadt^r Of a merchant vessel, who had been eeverdi 
Voyages up the ^aire to -the distance of 14i) 
miles 4f^m its mouth, and who stated that he 
)fad aerer 'foand the least difficulty in aaorading 
with a^hooner lo that distanoe by the aflratfliiae 
ef the mstAMte^^ wUoh fieta in regabrly eveij 
"day ; 'the oumot of the river seldom, %y hie aiy 
neniit) exceeding fi?e mile«an hour in flie diy ma- 
'sbbf eed in mimy parts not ronung mote than tfam 

The engine was accordmgly removed wilhoQt 
''dfita^'frotalhe Congo, and-sent, where it was much 
%«hted, to the new works at Cliatliaiii dock-yard ; 
the proposed alteration was immediately made* 
ttnd on trial of her qualities, Captain Turkey re- 
j>orted, that, "he had no hesttBtion in baying, that 
she was, in every respect, fit for the business." 
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The contrary opinion had been lieUl by maay sen 
oflScere, who still persiste<l, that she wonld Tiovor 
riv.ss the V'^ Mtic; but her first es^av honi the 
iNorc to the l^owns fully ju?^tifieil CapUiin TuckeyV 
expectatioiL^. '^1 am much gratified," he Bays^ 
4, betiig abie to intono you, ihmi Uie Ooo^ jRMilH 
fies, as far as she has been tried^ wy eUimac^^ 
wishing to keep her in preference to any other. 
Infwmiiing, yesterday, from the Nor€> t#^^h«^ North 
lUvelandi with a fair wind, she kept way wilh the 
tram^wrt (Dorolhj) ; and what is more extraord»« 
naijf in working from the Foreland into the 
BomMi ^ wind at West, hlo^in^ so fresh that iho 
iBuiqpoitcoQldseamid^ carry doublfc-iieefed top- 
sails, the Congo heat bar com]fdetdT, and kidmt 
ef^ry oHipH'msaelwwfciiigdoam at«b>same timei 
^ slmAy r haa tmplebtlf iakified the sioisior 
pKdIftlioDai of bar ii«iaan»tts tradueij%i as fiir a« 
$mling is^iaon o e nied 'i moreoven she scarcdy feels 
her satta* aad iaas dry as possible.^ It may heHft 
be«Med^'4hiit doring the voyage, she answered 
•very good purpose, was a dry commodious vessel, 
perfectly safe at sea, and is now employed on the 
surveying service in the German Ocean, or North 
Sea, for w hu h she is admiriibly aJapUci. It is the 
more IK ( e^sa ry that this should be stated, as her 
k>mu which pretty nearly resemble*? tlinl oi' a liorse 
troui(h, militates blrongly against tije «^encrally re» 
ceived opniionii of naval men, as to the mo§t eliir|- 
ble fonna of bodies calculated for movnig best 
thronLjii fluids by meeting with the h ast resistance. 
It iti also worthy of notice, thai tlit; principle on 
which th€' Congo was built is very similar to that 
for which the late Lord Stanhope so strongly con- 
tended, as being the most proper for shipfi of war, 
watiog in oee body^ strengi^ stability, slowagrt 
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accommodations for the people, and a light draught 
of water; but Lord Slanliope's ideas were re- 
jected by a committee of naval oificers as crudtf 
and visionary, with the exception, we believe, of 
one individual. The Cons^o was schooner-rie^fijedf' 
and three parallel keels assisted in enabling her to 
hold a good wmd. 

In the event of meeting with shallows, rapids^ 
or cataracts, of the existence of which no doubt 
could be entertained, though the accounts given of 
them were vague and uncertain, it was Jiecessary 
that some lighter kind of vessel should be provided 
capable of being transported by land ; Captain 
Tuckey proposed a double-boat built of light ma- 
terials, drawing very little water, and which, when 
screwed together by means of a kind of connecting 
platform, should be able to carry from twenty to 
thirty men, with three months provisions; each 
boat was 'S5 feet long, and six feet broad, and when 
put together a canopy was fitted to keep off the 
sun and rain. A second double-boat was after- 
wards provided, and several smaller ones; and as 
the size of the Congo was wholly inadequate to the 
stowage of these boats, with the provisions, water, 
presents, &c. the Dorothy transport, of about 350 
tons, was appointed to accompany the expedition 
into the river Zaire, when, after transhipping into 
the Congo all that could be deemed necessary for 
the prosecution of the great object of exploring 
the river, she was to return to England. 

The armament of the Congo, the quantities and 
the different kinds of provisions and refreshments, 
were left to the discretion of Captain Tuckey. — 
Presents ef the usual kind, such as iron tools^ 
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knives, glassware, beads, bails, umbrellas, &c 
were put on board in siich quantities of each as the 
Congo could conveniently slow ; malhematical and 
philosophical instruments for surveying the river, 
tor astronomical, meteorological, and other scien- 
tific purposes were also provided, in order that 
every kmd ol intbrmation miglit be brought back, 
in as complete a manner as the present state of the 
sciences and other circumstances would allow. ^ 

The officers and men composing the crew of the 
Congo consisted of the following persons, the great- 
er part of whom were left to the choice of the 
commander, and were all of them volunteers : 

Captain J. K. Tuckey, Commander. 

Lieutenant John Hawkey. 

Mr. Lewis Fitzmaurice, Master and Surveyor. 

Mr. Robert Hodder, .Master's Mate. 

Mr. Robert Beecraft, Master\s Mate, 

Mr. John Eyre, Purser. 

Mr. James M'Kerrow. Jlssistant Surirenrh. 

8 Petty officers. 

4 Carpenters. 

2 Blacksmiths. 

14 Able Seamen. 

1 Sergeant, ) r m • 

1 Corporal, I 

12 Private Marines. • * 

making in the whole 49 persons. To whom wei^ 
added on a supernumerary list, 

Mr. Professor Smith, Botanist. 

Mr. C ranch, Collector of Objects of JSatural 
History. 

Mr. Tudor, Comparative ^^mtomisf. '• 
Mr. Gaiwey, a Volunteer. 



« 



Mr. L<H:khayi, from U» M^«il|F^6 (#ai:4ba «kl 

Kew. 

Benjamin Bo„iamin, > j^^^ ^ ^ 

bomme Siminons, j ^ 
of these 3j look their passasre out on board the 
transport, and 21 were oa board tJae CoogO< l9 BSr 
vif^ite lier to the Zauie« 

As so very little was known of the course of the 
Zaire, and nothing at all beyond the hrst cataracts, 
it was at first intended to leave Captain Tuckej 
entirely to his own discrriion, to act as circum- 
stances might appear to require, and to furnish him 
only with general directions to use his best endea- 
vours for the prosecution of the principal object, 
and the promutioii of general science ; but Captain 
Turkey pressed with such urgency for specific in- 
sl ructions, that, as he observed, he might be satis- 
iied in his own mind when he had done all that, was 
expected from him, tliat his wishes in this respect 
were complied with ; and the instructions, of which 
the Ibllowing are copies, were given for his giiid- 
ance» a draft of them having first been sent for his 
perusal, which met with his entire approbation. 

By ike Commissioners for executing the Qffice ^ Lord H^h Ad- 
mi^ Uu (Mi$td Kingiim if GftA Brkmk mtf fi^tmd^ 

AS, M <» I»:(vf» thotight fit to appoint von to llif com- 
mand of his Miijesty 's shipCons;o, destineil tor an expediuon of 
discovery up the Kiver Zaire, into the interior of Africa, by 
cownuM of Hit Royal llighneds the Prince Regent, signified 
to «t lij Earl Bathurst : you are hereby required mA directed 
to receive on board the said Hhip, the persofM named on the 
•tbcr Bide hereof,* witli their baggege, i uat ri MHito , &o. (wfaidi 

* Mr. Professor Smith, BoiamH, 
Mr. Tudor, Comparative Anatomist. 
Mr. Cn.tNru, Collector of Objtgt* of ^'f^twral Mi*ioryf 
Lockaut, a CurUener. 
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^r«;oiw yt)U are to bear on a supernumerary list for victuals on» 
ly) ; and having taken under your orders the trans^port Dorothy, 
laden with certain stores and provisions, for tlie use of the ex- 
peditioD, you are to put to sea without delay, and make the beat 
of your way into the river Zaire, commonly called the Congo, 
in southern Africa, and havinjz; proceeded up that river to »ome 
convenient place for transhipping: the stores, and provisions 
abovemeutioned, you are to direct the master of the transport 
to return to Spithead, sending by him an account of your pro- 
ceedings, for our information. 

On the departure of the transport, you will proceed up the 
Zaire, and use your utmost endeavours to carry into execution 
■the instructions contained in the memorandum, which accompa- 
nies this order ; and on your return to the mouth of the river, 
you are either to proceed to England, to the Isle of St. Thomas, 
.or to St. Helena, as you may judge most expedient for the 
safety of yourself, and people intrusted to your charge, after a 
due consideration of the state of the vessel and of your provi- 
sions ; reporting to our Secretary, for our information, your 
•«irrival, and transmitting an account of your proceedings. 

Given under our hands, the 7th of February, 18 IG. ; 

(Signed) MELVILLE. 

GEO. I. HOPE. * 
H. PAULET, 

I\} Javes K. TvcKfLYy Etq. Commander of 

his Majettyt Sloop Congo^ at Dcptford, 

By Command of their Lordthipn, 

(^Signed) Joun Barrow. 

Memorandum of an Instruction to Captaist Tuckby. 
Although the expedition, about to be undertaken for explor- 
ing the course of the liver Zaire, which flows through the 
Itingdom of Congo, in southern Africa, was originally grounded 
OD a suggestion of its being identical with the Niger, it is not to 
be understood, that the attempt to ascertain this point is by 
apy means the exclusive object of the expedition. That a 
'river of such magnitude as the Zaire, and ofTcring so many pe- 
culiarities, should not be known with any degree of certainty, 
beyond, if so far as, 200 miles from its mouth, is incompatible 
with the present advanced state of geographical science, and 
little creditiible to those Europeans, who, for three centuries 
nearly, have occupied various parts of the coast, near to which 
it empties itself into the sea, and have held communication 
with the interior of the country through which it descends, 
by means of missionaries, and slave agents ; so confined indeed 
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is our knowledge of the course of this reuinrkahle river, that 
Ibe only chart ol it, which cau have uay pretensioa to dixuracy^ 
does Qot extend above 130 miles, and the correctness of this 
■unrej, es it is called, is more thao questionable. 

There can be little doubt, however, that a river, which runfl 
more rapidly, ant! discharge?* more water, t!i;m either the 
Ganges or tlie Nile, and which has this pecuhar quality of be- 
ing, almost al ail seasons of the year, in a Jlooded state, must 
not only traverse a vast extent of country, but must also be 
supplied by large branches flowing from dyTerent, and proba- 
bly opposite directions ; 80 that some one or more of them 
must, at all times of the 3'enr, pass through a tract of country 
Hhero the rain?^ prevail. To aiiccrtain the sources of these 
great branches, Ihco, will be one of the principal objects of the 
present expedition : but in the absence of more correct infer- 
aatioa, the instructions regarding the conduct to be obsenred,' 
can be grounded only on probable conjecture. 

The unusual phenomenon of the constant flooded state of the 
Zaire, as mentioned by tho oM \vrit»^vs, and in part confirmed 
by more recent observation??, would seem to warraiil the sup- 
position, that one great branch, perhaps the main trunk, de-- 
scends from the tropical region to the northward of the Line ; 
an<l if in your pn^css it should be found, that the general 
trending of its course is from the north-east, it will strengthen 
the conjecture of that branch and the Niger being one and the 
same river. 

It will be adviseablc, therefore, as long as the mainstream of 
the Zaire shall be ibund to flow from the northeast, or between 
that point and the north, to give the preference to that stream ; 
and, to endeavour to follow it to its source : at the same time, 

not to l>e drawn ofTbv everv h\r^e branch of the river, that may 
fall into the main stream Irom ttie tmrthward, but to adhrre to 
the m<uu trunk, as long as it biiail coutmue to ilow hum any 
.point of the compass, between the norUi anc^east. 

It is also probable that a verv considerable brsnch of fhe 
Zaire will be found to proceed from the east, or southeast; as 
it has been ascertained, that all the riynr* of southern Africa, 
a« far as this division of the continent ha^s l)eeri traversed from 
tiie Cape of Good Hope, northwards, flow troia the elevated 
lands on the eastern coast, across the continent, in a directidp 
from the west to northwest : and It may perhaps be considered 
as a corroboration of the existence of some easy water conrejr* 
ance between the eastern and weistorn coasts of south Afrlrn, 
that the languatre of Mosainbimic \< f y nearly resambies the 
lauguitge spokca uu iiie L)uuks ul lac Zaire. 
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. , if Ibifl coqi^cture should turn out to be well founded, «ttch 
«D ewtera ttream, being next tn point of interett, will claim th« 
second place in point of attention ; and if it should appear to be 

navigable through the Jieart of southern Africa, to the high 
lands on the ea.stern co;i>;t, it may proliably h^rcal'ter be consi- 
dered Hb the fjrjit in point of importance ; by opening a conve- 
nient comipunication through a fine coyntry, tVom the koulhem 
Atlantic to the proximitv of the Indian or eaitern ocean ; and 
irtth the once opulent iin^onu of Melinda, Zanasibar, Qjiiiloa, 
&c. 

With rea:ard to a largfe branch proceedinc^ from the south- 
ward, out of a hike railed Aquelunda, so many details, though 
loo!»e and vague, have been given by the early Spanish and 
Italian misaionaries, that one can ecarcel y be pennitted to douM 
of its existence. As this branch is likely to be, from the bar- 
sen nature of the country to the southward, and alons; the 
western const, the Ipast important and least interf^-tinc:. it will be 
adviseable to leave it unexplored until the return oi the expedi- 
tion from examining the others ; unles^^i indeed, what wouid be 
contrary to all expectation, and irreconcilable with the peculiar 
phenomena of the river, this southern branch sbtftild turn oat 
to be ^e main trunk. But thoQgh less intei^Sstiag tlian the 
olherf?, thh br.uich will require a more accurntp examination 
than has hitherto been i^iven to it, which however may be left, 
until tite more important branches, whose existence wc hav^ 
supposed, may have been explored. 

If, after all, it should be found that unforeseen and inTincL* 
Ue obstacles oppose themselves to your penetrating, by any of 
the branches of the Zaire, to a considerable distance into the 
interior (obstacles which it is hnj)ed may not occur,, you are, 
in that case, after collecting all the information in your power, 
during your desceut of the river, to proceed without loss o^ 
time to the Bight of Benin, where you will endeavonr to ascei^ 
lain whether the .groat Delta, supposed to be formed by a 
river, one branch of which, usually known by the name of Rio 
4el Hey, flows ii»to tho Atlantic on the eastern, and the other, 
Ihe Rio Formosa, oil ilu' we-^t^^ru ^if!^ of the said Delta, be actu- 
ally so formed ; or whether tljese briuichesbe two separate and 
^tinct rivers. The determining this question is the more 
jmlesaitinK, >as, on the supposition of the union of these two 
.great streams, the continental ((eographers hare raised an 
hypothesis that the Niger, after reaching Wangarf^. fr»!<ev, first, 
a direction towards the south, and then bending to the south- 
west, discharges itself into the Gulf of Guioea. In the even- 
tual prosecution of this discovery, the same instructions will 
;&pply as those for your guidance up the Zaire. 

r 



Ke^qjiDg Uiei'GiA»re the general principles abovemetiti(MM4 
in view, the mode df carrying the exaSBBafira of ekbet of the 
rtTere into effect must be left, in a great degree, to your jadg- 
ment and discretion, after ;i due consideration of all the local 
rfrrtimstarices that may present thomselves, and the iaforma- 
tion you may he ahle to collect on ihe spot. 

It may be observed, however, tJiat the occurFence of rapids 
or of a cataract, impeding the oavigatioD of the rivet, is not to 
be considered as a inlficieDt obstacle to the Ibrther pfoiecn- 
tion of the sUtempt to discover its source. In the event of 
mooting with an o^Htaclc of this kind, it will be necessary, in 
the lirst place, to ivok out for a sale and proper situation for 
mooring the Congo, and then to u&e all po!*i»ible means, by 
trucks and other appacatoa with which yon will be funHslieo, 
to get the doable boabi, with one or both of the soiaU oa€S» if 
necessary, to the upper part of the rafadt: iind having acCOiii> 
pli>hrd thi-. to divid*.' the ofRcers and crew between the Cons^ 
and the double boaU, in such manner and in such propoi tious 
as you sluiil deem to be most expedient for the protection of 
the former, and the management of the latter in their further 
progress up the river; tdtingcare that, whenever it may be 
necessary to detach the boata, the gentlemen to whom the sci- 
entific deparlnu rdi of the expedition have been assijijncd, shall 
always ncr.ompany them ; in order that no opportunity may be 
omitled of cxaminin<; and collecting specimens of the natural 
products of the country, through which the Zaire, or any of 
iti larger hranehea, may flow. 

On your arrivd in the river, jou will endeavour to find oot 
a iuitable spot for transhipping such stores and provisions from 
the transport to the Con?o as the latter may be able to lake on 
board. The anchorage oppojsite the Tall Trees undcrstooi! 
10 be a »ufe and healthy spot \ but tiiere are many reasons thai 
weald make it adviaeable not to flop at a place so niar the 
slave-trade stations of the Portogoese ; and yon cannot be too 
much on your guard against the agent!< of this nation, coacem* 
ed in ran ying on that trade, wh»n}ter they are white men or 
blacks; uud as it is understood, that many vessels have been 
as high up as Embomma, a place of cougiderable trade, you 
may, should yon find it practicable, carr^ up the transport to 
that place, or even to Benda, which is still higher, before jfoe 
dismiss her down the river; in doing which, you will take tare 
to provide her with «^uch arms and ammunition as may be ne- 
cessary, fnr her defence against any attack that may be made 
upon her hy the canoes of the natives ; cautioning the master 
to have no communicatioo with them, but to make the best of 
his way down the nver, end fn» thottce to Bpithead ; and yM 
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will take iim opportuntty of sendin|: home an accoOBt of fOUT 
proceetliQga to the <l«te of har departure. 

It k wid«f«lMd Ibet, itEa^bMUna, you wUl be likely to meet 
with natives who flpeak llie Eqglith aod PoHiiguese languagct : 
«wl il is prob«li>0, thai you may find it iwefal to enipi«y one or 
more of the rp«perfaMt» inhabit rtr)t<; to jirorf^od with you OS n» 
terpreters, and la « xphun to their countrvmon the real mo- 
tive* and views ol tiie expedition. You will, of course, avail 
jnouMlT oi tte Wftataiice of such persona, au<l collect from 
HuBMavcry infiwiMlifNi Ihey wtf be sl^e t# give ^ Ooae paiti 
ti tbe coBtMMot Ifarottfh ivliiek tbt liver deteenda; end tm 
your entering the country of any new tribe of peo|>le, your tint 
carp should be to obtain interpreters, and to maice it clearly 
understood to the chiefi of everv tribe, thut you mean to make 
tkem suitable pred«.'nts, or pay them such transit duty m maj 
ke certiNnary ; aed yo« are to take eapeeial care that ao ccaae 
af jaalmy ar qaarrali wkh tbe ofllivefl h% oceasimied Vy bay of 
tlie officers or wMt under yoer ordevs. 

It woulfl be unnecessar)' to go into a minute detail of the va* 
rjou> diitu;t> you will have to perform on this voyn%e. oi disco- 
very, tbe conduct of which has been iutrusted to your charge ; 
or of llie pfobaUe akfeele tiMt will present themselves for your 
r a i e a rehj bat the meotaon of some of the more proniineat 
poinli tlMt should claiaiyeer attention, may eoaUe yen to pre* 
[Nire yourself on your pr\sM;ia:f* thither, by making arrangements 
for your future proceediogs alter the deportare cyf the transport 
ior i*<ugiiiod. 

Among the oiorc important points, thea, Ibr observation, may 
Jke aeaHoned, the deptk ef the river; the etreogth of the car- 
rent in general, and its velocity in particular places ; the quae- 

ttty of its rise and fall, from land floods nnd droughts ; the 
tpiality of the writer ;u» to clearness or muddinres ; the direction 
of the several roadie? ; and tl>e latitude and longitude of overy 
spot remarkable for any particular produce, townn, humletii, 
neighbourini^ MOiieluae, 4e. and' of the poiats of jandion of 
hraaches falling into the main stream ; all of wUeh should be 
partk:alarly attended to. The variation of the conpais shonid 
be taken and stated down, frequently as opportunities may 
offer for ascertaining it ; and a set of obsen^ntions of the dip of 
the magnetic needle is very de«iirable, to obtMiti ivhich, their 
'Lordihlpa have direeted a very excdknt dipping needle, by 
fihmt, le ha supplied for year aee. 

Yau win also, with the assistance of tbe Surveyor, be care* 
fu! to keep an ncronnt of each day's nin, to enable von to lay 
down with lolerabk' correctness a chart of th'' river and thr 
adjacent banks, and on sacb a seaie, as will admit of the inaiu 
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nuurked down upon it : anions other thingi, the twuget of WM^ 

itong banks ; the place« where those ranges are interrupted, 
and ta what extent; the n:iture of the prevailing trees, mr^ 
their qnalih- fuel in n Lreeii sUite, in order that a compct* i:t 
judgment ma^ be lormcdui' the supply ot' t'uel, shouid iL, at uuy 

tnite hereafter, be thought ex|»e^«i to mi? igale Ifaa Zim hjr 
steam boets. 

It is almost vimec^mary to obsenre to ycra, hew impotteot it 

will be to kepp a journal of your proreedina;*;. In thi? joMrnHl 
all your observations and occurrences of every kind, wiih 
their circumstances, however rainute, auU however iaimliar 
they may have been rendered by custom, should be carefully 
noted down ; md although the gentleflMn ein{>ioyed in the wve- 
ral departments of science, will each be inetrncted to keep their 
respective journals*, it will not, on that account, be the less 
de*iirab!e that you should be rirrnm^tHntinl as possible in 
dej^cTibing;, in your own, the genenil appearance ot' the coun- 
try, its surtace, soil} auiiuub, vegetables, and mineral:} ; eve- 
ry thing that relatee to the population; the pecniiar niannm» 
cnatamt, hmgnage, government, and domestic economy of An 
various tribes of people throagh which 3ron will probably hare 
to pas<>. 

The tbiloHinsr, however, will be among the most importuut 
subjects ou which it will be mure immediately your province, 
assiattd by yoar officers, to endeavour lo obtam ailevDiatiott. 

The genend nature of the climate as to heat, cold, monture, 
winds, rains, and periodical seasons. The tenperatnre tego- 
Inrlv reo^istercd from Fahrenheit's thetmOBieler, SS ohMWiad aft 
two or three periods of th< (iay. 

The direction of the. mountains, their names, genend ap- 
poarnwe as lo shape, whether detached or contiQuoos in ranges. 

The main branches of rireia, their naases, direction, velo- 
city, breadth, and depth. 

The animal?, whether bird«, beasts, or fishe?, insects, rep- 
tiles, kc. dii»iiiigui^hing thooe aouuals that are wild, from those 
that are domesticated. 

The TegaiMs, and partfenhrly those that are applicable to 
mj nsefhl pwpeses, whether tn medicine, dying, carpentry, 
iic. scented or ornamented woods adapted for cabinet wovk^ 

and household furniture ; and more particularly such woods as 
may appear to be useful in ship building; hard woods fit for 
treeoails, block sheaves, &c. of all which it woiiid be desirable 
to procnre smaB specimens labelled and numbered, so thut an 
aipy fe fer ane e maj be made to tbair menttoD in the jonmal; 
ta nMectamthe qnantities in which they am^ftmid, the Mll^, 
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or otherwise f of fluatiog them down to a cenvenieiit place far 
'ikiymetit, Ifcc. 

JftMnds, mj of Ibe precMM nttab «r ttonti ; hm wed, 

and how valued, by the natives. 

The descriptioo Mid tfluuacterifkic di&rence of the aeteiml 

iribeji of jpeop}e. 

The occopatioos and means of siibsisteace, whether chie%, 
or to what extent, b}' fishing, huntinj;, ^Mding sheep or other 
mmnii } by figri<»llsro or by cooMnesee. • 

The principal ehjeeto of their eevend punoite ae wentieeed 
an the precedinic pnrae:raph. 

A circum^taTiti^O nrrmnit of such nrtirln". if any, as ini|^t 
be advantageously iinpi)ncd iuto Great iiriuuii, or her colonies, 
and those which would be required by the natiTOs in exchange 
|pf tiben* 

The state of the arta or flma&ctarea, and, theiy r wnpatatife 

perfection in different tribes. 

A vocabulary of the Irnia^uase spoken by every tribe, thron^li 
which you may pass, usUng in the coni})ilation of each, the 
isame English wordd ; for tbi« purpose yuu iviUroceive herewith 
aoiee copiea of printed ToeabiiMnea, te fill up, aecempwiiad 
with the copy of a letter OA thia lafafect from Mr« MandeD, 
which is well deserving year aUentieik 

The condition of the people, fsr as can be ascertained : 
what protection the chief, or the l-.iws aflbrd them; what i-< the 
state of slavery among them : whether wars are cairiad on tor 
Hie purpoae or makiog ilaret : how their prifooeia are treated; 
how dwpoaad ef; and ev<Cff3r poMiblo inlonnation that oaa he 
ceHacted, as to tfie maawer aatd extent to which the alaTe-trade 
is condnrtcd with Euroy^eans : who those Europeans are ; where 
residing; how tiieir ML^i iit!^ ^rc employed; whaf (he nrtirlos of 
barter are ; in what manner the slavosare brougiu down to the 
eeeat, lie** The. detailed questioas iumished by the African 
loilitatioa, aad which accompany thia aMmofandaoi, wiil Mie* 
jially aaiill your inquiries iaio tlui interesting sutrject, and other . 
matters connected with the itate ef aodety nd the coadiiam of 
the people. 

The genius ami disposition of the people, as to talent, mental 
and bo<hly energy, habits of iudu«slry uridieneab, love, hatred, 
hospitaUi^, 4(c. The oatafe of their aauMeaReli, their difl- 
eases, and reaMdiea^ kc. 

Their religion, and e h fo c ta of wonlap, their reh^ious eere- 
iDonies ; and the lafltteaco of reUgioD oa their aMial chiffoeler 
and conduct. 

A description of the manners, appearance, and condition ui 
JMonedaaa, that amy he fcwd ta aagr ef <]w trihea ia 
eoathem Africa. 
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IVIuit wiitlen or traUitiooary records may exist amon^ the 
latter ; any fac-similei of their wiitten chancier, or eopiM off 
any draMrio^i or peiiirtngi, they luj hgrc etleuipieid, nwdd be 

desirable. 

The several ob]V»rt« hitherto mentioDed) which it would he 
desirable to accomplish are such as relate more immediiitely to 
your province a6 cumoaander ol the expediUoa, aud tu the ofli* 
eeie wider yoar orden, in ohtatoing whtch, however, their 
Lordahipe cannot doubt yon will meet with the willing asaiilMm 
and €0«opei«iioa of those geotkenen who have been eagggeA 
to arcompany you, for the fMirpoae ef aoientifie reteareh. 
These are» 

Mr, PRorESSOR Smith, Boianni and Geologist ^ 
Mr, TeiHMu Ckmparmtim AMtmm^ ; 
Mr, Cravch, Collector of Otjt€t$ of Jiatural AtiMry; 
eaeh of whom has apeeific ii^tructions ibr hii gtfldanoe, of 

wlMr!i it may he necessary to furnish you with n genera! ont- 
linr, ifi order tliat you may the better l>c able to nfl'ord such 
opportuiuties, and such facilities to all and each of them, as 
may (end to promote the several objects, which their LordshiiM^ 
have in view. 

ProfessMT Smith, Bt iu nui end thohgut, is diredad by hia 

instructions to collect together as many specimens of plants, 
growl ngr on the banks of the river, as time and opportunities 
uiU eiiubk' liirn to do ; and these specimens, it can hardly be 
doubled, wiii be very numeruuii, us the country iias" never yet 
been explored by bolaniati, nor hare the perrileli of iatiliide, 
through which the river paasea» yet investigated in any 
pert of the world, with the exception of Sooth America, and 
these only parti iHv explored. And in order to enable him to 
execute his lalxinous tlulirs, a (lardenor, from ilis Majesty's 
iioiauicai Garden at Kew, ha^ been assigned to assist the Pro- 
fefser in drying and preaerving, as well at in collecting speei- 
tnem, to aAMnd Um more lime lo note down the prominent 
chanden of the moat remaifcable plants, which may thy within 
his re ich. 

He 18 al*o directed to collect the seeds of all new phmt^^, which 
may oifer themeelve.H for the use of the Royal Gardens at kew ; 
and the supply of these has been limited to two packages of 
nach hind, lewed np, with a view to keep the stock entire, 
withont breaking into it on any considention ; to that the whole 
collection may be delivered, so sewed up, to the Director of 
(he Roynl Botanical Gnrden^, as 8000 at pos ribie after the re- 
turn of the expedition to Kntrland. 

The Professor is further directed lo preserve the iructifica- 
tiqne of the move dnlieate pbnls in spirits, semd mf in svell 
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of muslin. It has been thought right to apprize you of 
the natiirf' of these colleclion«, in order that, in the arrange- 
meot und distribution of the stores, provisions, ^c, on board 
the Congo, a solBcieiit space may be allotted for their stowage'. 

He will also have occasion to examine into the geology and 
geognosy of the country, through which the river sh.dl l»e 
found to pass, and to collect specimens of such «torie-^ and 
minerals as may occur ; and ;is he is directed to keep a journal, 
m wtuch will be recorded such reainrks as he may think worthy, 
on the k>caliliea, the particularities, and the distingQishing 
characters and uses to which plants ormioeralt are applied, you 
will afford him such assistance with regard to the latitude and 
lonj!;itude of particular places, as he may refjuire, in order f)»at 
no inlbrmatioo may be wanting, on points generally interesting 
to science. 

And as the parts of fractificatioo of trees, in warn climates, 
are seldom accessible to botanists, on account of the labour of 
felling them, and consequently the aborescent plants of these 

climates arc least of all known, you will allow one or two of 
the carpenters to accompany th^ Professor and Gardener, to 
enahle them, by felling trees of a moderate size, to get at the 
tlowers and fruits of those species of which it may be deemed 
adriseable to coOeet and preseite specimens. 

Though Mr. Smith modestly felines to take upon himself the 
office of Professional Geologist, yet, having examined the Ca- 
nary l<l;ind=, in company with hi* friend the Bar«>n Von Buch, 
who emnieiitly excels in that interestuiij; scK iice, there can be 
no doubt of his sufficient proficiency in that branch of phyaicid 
knowledge, to enable hhn to collect such specimens as may be 
osefel to elocidate the geology of those parts of soothem 
Africa, through which yon may have to pass. 

To enahle you, however, and any oi the gentlemen who ac- 
company you, to form a competent knowledge of what may be 
desirable to bring iiomc from the mineral kingdom, a few gene- 
ral directions may be of use. 

The olrjects of the most Tslue, are the metallic ores, fossil 
bones, teeth, shells, impressions of plants and fishes ; those of 
least esteem, spar, crystal, pyrite?, pieces of loose ?tone or 
gravel, unless where the last is supposed to contain metallic 
matter. 

The most common substances, (such as flint, chalk, sandstone, 
coal, clay, Ihnestone, basah, slate, granite) will be interesthig, 
if labelled on the spot, and kept clean, in separate papers, and 
not suffered to rub against each other ; the label to express the 

name and situation of the rock or mountain, from which the 
specimen was detached. The size of a common watch is suffi- 
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cienlly large for each specimen ; shape is of Ultte cootequence ; 
that of a cube split in two is porhapa the mo«it coovenient. 

Specimens of rock are Jilwajg desirable, with the native 
nauies for each, where they can be obtained ; and the uses to 
which they ate applied. 

Fossil boDOB and shells^ of whatever size, slioaM lie broagbt 
away entire ; . if an entire skeleton be found it shonld be 
brought away ; and it is essential to note down whether snob 
bones were lonh 1 in Iouj^c ?oiI, in solid rock, or in cavern*. 

it will be interei^tiiig to asrrrlaiti what mines, quariies, or 
caverns exist, where (he different metals, coal, salt, slate, 
limestone, &c. are fonnd, and if worked, in what OMiniier* 

It will be desirable to note down tlie #Mance of the moun« 
tains or hills on both sides of the Congo, their height, from 
conjecture, when means offer for their measurement, their 
form, which of the Mdes are steepest, how their i^lrataare dis- 
posed, how much they dip, and in what direction ; whether 
tbey ^appear by <lii)ping under the soil, or by the intersection 
of valleys. 

It will also he desirable to note down aU the places where two 
rocks of n difTerent natnr^ may be seen in eoolact> and to what 
extent each m !V be. traced. 

And lor 301:1 lurther assistance in this interesting subject, a 
printed copy of geological inquiries, puUisbed by me Geologi- 
cal Society, accompanies these iminietiona. 

Mr. Tudor, the Comparative Anetomist, is directed by bis 
instruction*?, to examine th«' structure anc^ habits of all new and 
uncommon animals, and it will therefore be desirable that he 
should always accoinpany the collector of objects of jwlural 
history, when detached, either on the river or oni^re. 

One portion of his collection, consisting of the internal psMi 
of aniinals, and of the smaller animals in an entire state, wUI 
be required to he preserved in spirits, but of these he is BOt to 
preserve more than triplicates of each sprrimon. 

The external parts of animals, as theii >kull->, »kins, feet, &c. 
he is directed to preserFO in a dry state, and the specimens of 
each, as before, not to exceed three in anoiiber. 

Any preparations be may have made at the time of the de> 
parture of the trans iH>rt from the Zaire, you are to fend hone, 
along with n copy of his journal, in that transport. 

Mr. Cranch, Cnllector ot olijucl» ol natural history, by his 
instructions, is directed to commence his operations on the 
Toyiige oatwards ; to fish up out of the sea, by a dipping oM 
from the cbokis, and by such other means as may be most l&ely 
to succeed, whatever sea- weeds or animals may float alongside, 
pnrticularty of the class of moliusea, which he is directed te 
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•}|ireserYe in spirit, anA to Mftd hm»^ ibe tftiMpitt ^bImt «e- 

• turn from the Zaire. 

On the protjress of the expedition up the Zaire, he is in- 
.^structed to collect all uoknown tit^hes, shelU, and Crustacea, 
.iDSQOts and reptiles^ birds, beasts, amphibia, and in abort, 
-friMMMm»#«fiM<lii the Mauwl Junsdooi, wUchlie b to pre- 
f OiMpilipriill W»paMible care, bj |liittins tender animals into 
^spirit, and. preserving the larger ones dry, such as the skins of 
; animals, insects, shells, fishes, and other bulky articles, which, 

• when well dried, he is to pack in casks or boxes, so as to se- 
: cure tbem against the attack of ants or otbor inaecta, with the 

greateat cart, laftoaaiaf aocb cboata or boiua, aa woO Ibr kk 
>«oll6CtMD, as foriboae of tbe oomparative anatomist, the car- 
-.penter»«f tbt Congo wiU be x«fiiii«d to give ail poaaible aa* 
•■sistance. 

Of the number of specimens of each kind to be preserved, 
: it has been thought necessary to limit him generally to three, 
xleatfbe atoek ahould occupy more room than could with pro* 
opriety be allowed in tbo Toaael. If, boweter, itabonld be fonqd, 
« on approaching tbe utmost limit of tha royage, or on the retom» 
1 that sufficient room still remains, he, as vrell as the others, may 
•all be permitted to extend the number efUieiripecimens beyond 
that prescribed by their instructions. 
•Tbe proper times of his goiug on shore for the purpose of 
i iiil oct ing, will<of coniae be regelated by your ordora, aod be 
•^awsh as not to interfere with tbe general convenience of tbe 
Honpedition.' < ; 

But whenf»ver you shall have occasion to stop for the purpose 

• of cuttini; fuel, purchasing provisions, or holding communica- 
- tions with the natives, or from any other cause, you will afford 
itbo'aeveral gentlemen In Ibe acientific department ibe mean* 
'^«f going on abore, where it can be done with aaftty , to give 
*<lbein the op|iortonlty of enriching tb^r collections ; and in 
;"gieneral, whenever any thing occurs to make a landini; on any 
' particular spot Very desirable, you will, of course, pay atten- 
uation to any representation that may be made to you for that pur- 
'^oae, by any of the abovementioned gentlemen. 

And aa tb^ a*e reqoind by their inatractiona to keep, each 
of them, a rflgolflr jontMd, in which every thing remarkable 
relating to the natural history of the objectaon which they ar^ 
respectively engiiged is to be entered, it is particularly desira- 
"ble that they should be able to mark down with precision that 
jeiput ovk which any thing remarkable may be found ; you will 
tberelbre aupply them, en their application to you, with the 
latitode and loogHnde of tbe place where aoj inch im object 
m^** have been discovered. 
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And as all of thpm ^vebeen ^ven to understand that their 
journals are, in ihe lirst place, to be transmitted to the Admi- 
ralty, you are to call upon them, whenever aa opportunity 
may- occur, to tend, along with your own, a copy or an abttraM 
of these joramols, aocoiding as you may deem the ^ceasMNi tiait 
offers for a cooveyance to be safe or a doubtful one : and to pre> 
Vent, far as possible, yom- and their labours from being lost to 
the world, it is strongly recomnu nded, that triplicates at least 
be kept of all the journals, and ttiat each person carry ahuut 
witfalHni«M€f abktnetof lus otoervBlioBf, m order ^Mtt m 
the eveot of any ecoident befaUingliis joefnalt, be v^iCil 
preserve the abstract to refresh bis memory. 

Fin-^lly, in all vofjr proceedine;^, you are to ho pnrttrulfirly 
mindlul of the heailh of the otKcers and men plated umler your 
orders ; to this end it will be adviseable to avoid, as much ^ 
po9inUe» passing the nighC in (he neigfalnmrlioed of tbe ma- 
grove twttups, which are sidd to jaboimd on the beftka of the 
lower part of the river ; you will preFeDt, as far aa mn be 
practicable, their exposure to the sun in the middle pnrt of (he 
day, well ^ to hravy rains, and never permit thrru to .^teep 
at niglu iu the open aur, but under an awutng to ^u otect theiat 
Irott the dewty it hkh am always dealiiictife of beallh in mteor 
pical climate. 

Toe are to i|Nire the people la much as possible, from loaf; 

and severe exertion, and make u«<e of thv '^mh instead of jjweepw 
oroars, whenever it r;m he done ; considering a inxlerate rate 
of progress up the river with the former, as preferable to « 
rapid one, at the expense of the health of the men by the latter ; 
bearing io mind, that a BM>derate progrem wUl affoM better op- 
portunities of acqoirii^ knowledge in all deperfanenli of ph|a- 
»:al *^ ience, than a rnj>id one But in the proper exeeiition of 
,aU thenG matters, and the other important duties committed to 
your superintendence, my Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty rely on your judgment, discretion, and zeal ; npt doubt- 
ing that you will use year beat endearonrs to execute all and. 
evety part of thi^ interesting and important nyasion, in such a 
manner as will afford foU sutiflfactiOB to the public, asfffieU as io 
their itordshife* 

Bif t om mw d {f their Iterdthip$t* 

It jftaf noif i^rhans* be too modi to say, thai 
there meter was ia Um m any ^iber eouDtiyt au 
-expedHion'oT tfacoverjr sontout with b^ter pim* 
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INTRODUCTION. xliii 

pects or more flattering hopes of success, than the 
one in question ; whether it be considered as to 
the talents and zeal of the persons selected to car- 
ry the objects of the voyage into execution, or the 
preparations that were made for rendering the 
means of executing it efficient, and for the health 
and comfort of those who had embarked in it. 
Yet, by a fatality that is almost inexplicable, never 
were the results of an expedition more melancholy 
and disastrous. Captain Tuckey, Lieutenant Haw- 
key, Mr. Eyre, and ten of the Congo's crew, Pro- 
fessor Smith, Mr. Cranch, Mr. Tudor, and Mr. 
Galwey, in all eighteen persons, died in the short 
■pace of less than three months which they re- 
mained in the river, or within a few days after 
leaving the river. Fourteen of the abovemention- 
ed were of the party of thirty who set out on the 
'land journey beyond the cataracts: the other four 
were attacked on board the Congo; two died in 
the passage out, and the sergeant of marines at 
the hospital at Bahia, making the total number of 
deaths amount to twenty-one. 

• . • _ ' 

This great mortality is the more extraordinary, 
as it appears from Captain Tuckey's journal tliaf 
nothing could be finer than the climate, the ther- 
mometer never descending lower than 60' of Fah- 
renheit during the night, and seldom exceeding 
76° in the day-time ; the atmosphere remarkably 
dry; scarcely a shower falling during the whole of 
the journey ; and the sun sometimes for three or 
four days not showing himself sufficiently clear to 
enable them to get an observation. 

It appears indeed from the report of Mr. M*Ker- 
row, the assistant surgeon of the Congo, that thougli 
the greater number wepe carried off by a most 
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violkM tevif ot the* iremiCfanf type, sora^^ of*thci»^ 
appeared to have no other ailment than thal'whii^) 

had been caused by extreme fatigue, and actualljr 
to have died from exhaustion. The greater nuhH 
ber however of the whole crew caught the fcver^' 
and some of them died of it who had bfeen left on* 
board the Congo below the cafaracls ; " but tliese,^ 
as he observes, "were permitted to go on shore^ 
on liberty, \Uiere the day was passed in ninnine 
about the country from one village to another, and; 
during the night lying in huts or the op<^n air; and' 
though the dews w ere scarcely sensible at this sea- 
son, the fall of the thermometer was very conside* 
rable, IS* or below that of the day. Spi-^ 
iftuous liquors were not to be obtained, but ex- 
cesses of another kind were freelj^ ipdulged in, to 
nhich they were at all times pi'otnpicd by the na* 
tfve blacks, who were always ready to give up, 
their sisters, daughters, or even their wives^ (or the 
hojpe only of getting in •return a small quantity of 
spirits.^ Perhaps too, the river water may have ^ 
had its baneful efieets,' mixed as it is with fi>reign 
matter arising from the perpetual decomposition 
of animal and vegetable substances, by the dead 
carcasses of alllgalors, hippopotami, lizards, 6cc. ^ 
and bv the deca\ed mani^roves which for fiftv 
miles occupy the alluvial banks of the river, and 
Which, aOer their disappearance, are covered with 
the Cyperns papyrus of the height of twelve feet. ^ 
Bejoiitl tliese the CoTigo was moored, where the, 
river was closed in hy lolly hills, and over thc^e 
woody shores the sea-breezes had to pass. Mr. 
W^Kerrow seems to think, however, that fatigue 
and exposure to the sun, together with considera- 
ble atmospherical vicissitudes^ were tlic principal 
exciting causes of the disease which attacked the, 
mairchiog party, and probably those also left in the 
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loivef part of the river. Yet Captain Tuckey, so 
far I'rom complaining of the heot of the sun, ob- 
serves, as beforementioned, that they scarcely 
ever ^ot a sight of it; and in a private letter dated 
from Yellala, the 20th August, arter an excursion 
of several days, he writes, " (he climate is so t^ood 
and the nights so pleasant, that we feel no incon- 
venience from our bivouac in the open air." The 
fever appeared moreover in some degree contagi- 
ous, as all the attendants on the sick were attack- 
ed, so that before they got out of the river it had 
pervaded nearly the whole crew, and extended to 
that of the transport ; Mr. M^Kerrow was himself 
last of all attacked after leaving the coast, but he 
considered mental anxiety and disturbed rest as 
the sole causes. From the general symptoms that 
showed themselves in most of (he cases, the fever 
would seem to he closely alhed to the yellow fever 
of the West Indies, as indicated by the violent 
affection of the head, the suffused eye, oppression 
at the pnecordia, great prostration and anxious 
timidity at the commencement, the yellow suffusion 
and grumous vomiting, with the indifference and 
apparent resignation, at the latter stage of the 
disease." The most prominent features of the 
disease are thus described by Mr. M^Kerrow. 
^ The fever, as I observed it in those who were 
attacked on board, was generally ushered in by 
cold rigours, succeeded by severe headach, chiefly 
confined to the temples and across the forehead, in 
some cases, pain of the back and lower rxtrrmi- 
tiee, great oppression at the praecordia, and bilious 
vomiting, which in many cases proved extremely 
distressmg; but in general, where the headach 
was very severe, the gastric symptoms were milder, 
and vice versa^ though in some, both existed in a 
riolent degree. Great anxiety and prostration of 



utrengtb, tfiet'#|t«g n .^eneial wsIajk, thou^ in 
some the tunica conjuncttva was of a pearly loslie; 
the toagve at first white and smooth, having a tra* 
mulous motion when put out, and shordj bcMttiiM 
yellowish or browD« and ia the last stage teavereo^ 
with a hlack craft; in some eases the facewtttdu^- 
edfitbpugh frequently pale, and the featmiiwi MMlhtii 
abrnok. The akiaio some eases dry and pm^iail^ 
with a haid and frequent pulse ; in etheiaue fnUi 
below the nataral standard, with a clammy persm 
ration OB the etvfiiee. In several a yeUowt ^«inh» 
sion took plafle fraa the third to theeij^^omeii^ 
venth day, in one ease livid blotehes < w^ p mt^ 
ed on the wrists and ankles. The delirium 
was most commonly of the low kind, with great 
aversion from medicine. Singultus, a common and 
distressing symptom. Tlie fat«il termination in 
some, happened a.^^ early as the third or fourth, but 
in others, was protracted even to ihe twentieth 
dav. Witli regard to the "treatment. ! shall here 
only observe, that hleeding was particularly unsuc- 
cessful. Cathartics were of the greatest utility ; 
and calomel, so administered as speedily to induce 
copious salivation, generally procured a remission 
of all the violent symptoms ; when I ibund it inaie- 
diately necesaory to give baric and wine.'' . . 

• From the accounts of the ronsions to Coi^o by 
Carli, Merolla, and others, it would appear, that 
bleedinc copioasly is the common remedy prectis- 
.ed br the negroes, in the fevers of the codnlry 
whieb are brought on by &tigae, and exjpocnire to 
the weather. Uarii mentions his Imving oeen bled 
no less than ninetVHBeven times, besides frequent 
and copioos disehai^ges of Mood from the nose ; 
and from the loss of SQch enormous quantities, be 
suffers himseli* to be persuaded, that all tlie water 
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he drank was turned into blood. Of the fourteen 
missionaries, who proceeded to the court of Zing- 
ha, Queen of Matamba, every one was seized with 
the fever, in consequence of the fatigue of travel- 
ling, and the toil of baptizing the people, and the 
whole were recovered in the course of lour months, 
by having almost all their blood drawn out of their 
bodies, and frequent purgatives administered to 
them, similar, in their violent effects, to those which 
in Europe are given to horses ; however it is pos- 
sible that the fever contracted by these pious men 
may have been of a very different type from thai 
which attacked the expedition up the Zaire. 

As a close to this melancholy recital, the editor 
hopes he maj stand excused in putting on record 
a few brief sketches, which he has been able to 
collect, of the professional and literary history of 
those valuable men, who may be said to have 
fallen the victims of a too ardent zeal in the pur- 
tjuit of science, which, how much soever we may 
lament, leaves nothing for us to censure. 

James Kingston Tuckey was the youngest son of 
Thomas Tuckey, Esq. of Greenhill, near Mallow, 
in the county of Cork, by Elizabeth, daughter of 
the Rev. James Kingston, rector of Donoughmore, 
and sister of the present vicar-general of the dio- 
cess of Cloyne. He was born in August, 1776; 
and his parents dying during his infancy, he was 
left under the care of his maternal grandmother, 
who placed him in the first grammar school in 
Cork ; here he soon distinguished himself by an 
ardent and inquisitive mind, and was making con- 
siderable progress in his studies, when his incli- 
nation took a turn for the sea service, from which 
it could not be diverted. IVia thirst after know^ 
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ledge $as' ardent, but his ratnd was romantic in 
the extreme. With an eagerness natural to youth, 
he panted after a life of adventure : and the course 
of fiis voluntary readinj^ being directed to the pe- 
rusal of voyages of discovery, and nautical re- 
search, he quickly imbibed a predilection for the 
naval profession ; a predilection whose growth, 
fortunately for the British navy, when once it has 
taken root, is not easily checked. The period 
when Mr. Tuckey iixed his choice of a profession 
being that of profound peace, and no opportunity 
being aflbrded for entering the navy, he was allow- 
ed by his friends to undertake a voyage, on trial, 
to the West Indies in 1791 ; after which he ven- 
tured upon a second to the bay of Honduras, in 
which he caught a fever, that had nearly deprived 
him of life. 

On the breaking out of the revolutionary war, 
soon after his return, he was received on board 
the Suflblk, commanded by Captain Rainier, at 
the recommendation of Captain, afterwards Sir 
Francis Hartwell, a relation by the father's side, 
fn that ship he proceeded to India, and was soon 
rated master's mate ; he was present at the cap- 
ture of Trincomallee from the Dutch, and re- 
ceived a slight wound in his left arm, from the 
splinter of a shell, while serving in the batteries ; 
he assisted at the surrender of Ambovna, " fa- 
mous," as he observes in a letter to his friends, 

for Dutch cruelty, and English forbearance." 
On this occasion, a fate more general, though les» 
horrible in its complexion, was about to be in- 
flicted on the Dutch, by the native chiefs, had not 
the English undertaken their defence and protec- 
lion. To assist in this hunn!ie purpojse, Mr. 
Tfickey was stationed in a brig to cruise off the 



island ; and on firing a gun at a party in arms 
assembled on the beach, it burs.t, and a pioro 
striking^ him on I he wrist, broke his right arm. 
Having no suri^ron on board, (he writes) T was 
obliged to officiati' ior myself, and set it in a trul^ 
sailor-like fashion, so tliat in a week after it was 
again obl^d to be broken^ by the advice of tbe 
surgeon,** Mr. Tuckey never completely recovejr- 
ed the use of this arm. ^ 

» 

From the intense heat and the sufibcating smell 
of an active volcano^ to which tl|ev were exposed 
in Amboyna Roads for ten months, where thej 
experienced the evils of famine and sickness in 
addition to that of rebellion, they were glad to 
escape to Macao, where, in the month of Januarys 
they found the weather so intolerably cold as se- 
veral times to have snow. From hence they pro- 
ceeded to Ceylon; and when at Colombo, on the 
1.5th January, 1798. a serious mutiny broke out on 
board the Sullulk, then bearing the flag of Rear 
Admiral Rainier, in the quelllfig of which Mr. 
Tuckey exerted himself with so mucli success, 
tlint thoni:;h wanting eighteen months for the com- 
j)l tion ot hib servitude to qnalify him tor a lieute- 
nants commission, the Rear Admiral appointed 
him? the following day, acting lieutenant of that 
ship : from her he was removed to tlie Fox frigate ; 
and when belonging to that irigate, but bein^ at 
Madras in a prize, intelligence was there received 
that La Forte, a French frigate, was cruising in 
the bay of Bengal, His Maiesty's ship La Sy j)iUe 
immediately prepared for sea, and Mr. Tuckey, 
virith a small party of seamen l>elonging to the 
.Fox, volunteered their services in her. In the 
night of the 28th February they fell in with their 
opponent, and after a most brilliant action of two 
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hours, frequently within pistol sliot of each other. 
La Forte having lost all her masts and l)owsprit. 
struck to tlie Sybille. In this a( tuju Lieuletiant 
Tuckcv commanded on the forecastle. Cn[)tain 
Cooke was mortally wounded, and Li(>ul<^nant 
Hardyman, who succeeded to the command, ob- 
serves, " the scene which presented Itself on La 
Forte's deck was shocking ; the number she had 
killed cannot be accurately ascertained, as iBany 
bad been thrown overboard diiriog the action, but 
from every calculation 1 have been able to make» 
the number killed most be from ISO to 160 men» 
and 70 womided ; tbe first and second captain, the 
first lieutenant, with several other officers, are in- 
cluded among the number killed* The SyUUe 
had only 3 men killed and 19 wounded,, two of 
whom afterwards died.^ 

La Forte was the largest firgate in the Frencb 

navy; she mounted 52 guns, 24 and 12 pounders, 
and had 420 men. The Syhille mouiited 44 guns, 
18 and 12 pounders, atul Inul 370 men. In an ac- 
tion with a ship oi buch supei ior force, in which 
so dreadful a slaughter was sustained on the part 
of tlie enemy, the vast disparity in the number of 
killed and woniuled affords a striking instance ot 
the great aclvanlajje which Englisfi coolness pos- 
sesses over the momentary ardour of French im- 
tuosity, and, at the same time, shows what maj 
efieoted b|r good seamanship and good gunnery! 
After this action Mr. Tuckey returned to the Sm* 
Grik) and receiTed from the Admiral a new acting 
commission for his meritorious conduct 

In August,* 1799, he was sent Inr the Admiralt in 
the Braave, with despatches fi>r Admiral Blankelt, 
then cvMnmsndiiig a squadron in die Red Sea. At 
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the Seychelles islands ihey captured a ship pro- 
ceeding to Europe with an embassy from Tippeo 
Solteon to the French DirecUny. The amliaM»- 
dors concealed theimelves eereral days in tlie 
woodS) where tbejfr ^ere discovered by Mr. Tuckey^ 
lor which he received a French generars sword ai 
the only share for thio capture, he being only a 
poMeBger in the Braave. On his airiviu in the 
Red Soot Admiral Bbtnkett had quitted it Ibr In^ 
dia; and he nejoined hie old ship, the Fox^ which 
was left to guard the straits of Babehnandek On 
the retam St the Admiral in 1800, he inten^d to 
visit Sir Sidney Smith at Cairo, on the supposition 
of the French having evacuated K^xypt, under 
sanction ul a convention with that utiic er: and in 
that idea, sent Mr. Tuckey in the Fox to ^5iTez, to 
roceed over-land from theiice with letters for Sir 
idney ; but on his arrival at Suez, he found it in 
possession of the French, in consequence of Lord 
Keith's refusal to permit their embarkation. He 
therefore returned to Bombay. The excessive 
heat of the Red Sea seems to have laid the ibun- 
datioa of a ^mplaant which never left hkn. He 
writes jfrom Bomoay, it may sofprise you to hear 
Vie tOMiplaiB of heat, after six years broiling' be- . 
tween the tropics ; but the hottest day I erer feh, 
either in the East or the West Indies, was winter 
to the coolest one we had in the Red 8eh« The 
whole coast of ^ Arahy the Blest,* from BahebnaA* 
deb to Sues, for forty miles iidand^ is an arid sand^ 
producing nol^a single blade of grass, nor afford'^ 
ing one drop of fresh water; that which we drank 
for nine months, on being aiialyzcd, was found to 
contain a very consideral)le portion of sea salt. 
In the Red Sea the thermometer at midnight was 
never lower than 94°, nt sunrise 101°, and at noon 
im In Indiaihe medium is ^% ihe highest 94'/^ 
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Towards the latter end of the same year he 
again proceeded with the expedition to the Red 
Sea, contrary to the advice ol the laculty, and ar- 
rived at Juddah in January, 1801 ; but in the 
course of a month his complaint of the liver re- 
turned, and his health suffered so many severe 
shocks that he was reduced to a skeleton, and 
obliged to make his way back to Indian where the 
physician of the fleet advised him to return homet 
as the odIt means of his accomplishing liis recove- 
ry; and the Admiral mtnisted him with his de> 
spatcbes. 

His native climate had the desired efiect; and 

immediately on the re-establishment of his health 
he applied to the Admlniliy for active employment ; 
accordingly in 1802 iw was appointed First Lieu^r 
tenant of His Majesty's shij) ( alciUla. in which 
situutioii lie >(M'ved durinir the whole of her long 
and arduous voyaj^e, the object of which was to 
form a new establislnnent in New South Wales. 
Here Lieut. Tnckey had ?in opportunity of render- 
ing very essential service, which was strongly ac- 
knowledged by the Lieutenant-Governor, Colonel 
Collins, who transmitted to the First Lord of the 
Admiraltj a most flattering testimony of hh merits; 
and in particular bt a complete survey be had 
made of the harbour <^ Port Philf|s and for his ex- 
amination of the adjacent coast and surrounding 
comitiy* He was also flimished hj the Lieutenant 
Governor with letters of recommendation to Sir 
Joseph Banks. He reached Er^iand in 1804, and 
pubfashed an account of the voyage. 

Bat the favourable testimonies he had received 
were rendered abortive by the capture of the Cal- 
cutta Hi liiUc>, on her homeward voyage from St 



Digitized by 



Helena (whMier she bad been tent bring liobe 
some sbipB under her convoy) and bj an imprison- 
ment of nearij nine years in France. For the 
preservation of a valuable convoy intrusted to his 
charge, Captain Woodriff^ with a conduct whidi, 
as truly stated by the Members of the Court-mar- 
tial, was, " that of an experienced, brave and me- 
ritorious officer," determined to sacrifice the Cal- 
cutta to the safety of his convoy, by tirst ma- 
noeuvring so as to draw the attention of the enemy 
to one point : and, with this view, he offered en- 
gagement to the whole squadron of the enemy 
from Rochefort, one of which was a three-decker, 
and four others of the line. After a sort of run- 
ning fight with TArmide, the Magnanime came up, 
and -this ship of the line he engaged for tifty mi^ 
Btites, frequently within pistol-shot By this time 
the Calcutta was unrigged and unmanageable, and 
had six of her crew killed and six wounded | and 
the frigate Thetis ccMning up dose under her stem, 
Captain Woodriff was under thepainfiil necessity of 
f AmMg his colours ; but the whole of his valuable 
convoy eflRscted their escape. Captain Woodrifl^ ' 
after an imprisonment of eighteen months, ' was ex- 
changed for a French officer of equal rank, but 
Lieutenant Tuckey was kept till the termination 
of the war. The Court-martial held for the loss of 
the ship *'most honourably acquitted Ca{)tain 
Woodriff", his officers and ship's company and on 
this occasion the Captain delivered a paper to the 
court, which was as follows : " I cannot, Mr. Presi- 
dent and Members of this Honourable Court, omit 
to express to you, how much I reg^ret that the cap- 
' tivity of Lieutenant Tuckey, late first of His Majes- 
ty's ship Calcutta, should be a bar to the promo- 
tion he so higldy merits ; bis courage, cool intre- 
pidity, and superior abilities as a seaman and an. 
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officer, eiiiitle him to my warmest gratitude, and 
render him most worthy of ilw attention of the 
Rigiit Honourable tbe Lords ComuusdioiiejrB q( tbo 
Adiiiiraltjr." 

liieutenanl Tuokey was one of about lotty lieu* 
tenants 6f the navy, who had cause to execrale the 
brat|ki inhamanity of the omuh who for so nanj 
years tyrannized orer Franoei, and the greater 
part of the continent of Europe ; those who had 
the mMi&rtiiiie of lallinc into his clutehea, felt 
tfaenaehreB at onee cot off frota ewerj hope of ad* 
Tancement in their profession^ and man^ fell the 
notiniB of despair. Not sOt howerer, with LieiH 
tenant Tuckey. He stiH k^pt up his spirits* and 
encouraged hope, being, as he expressed himself, 
on another occasion, hy no means atMictcd to 
contemplate the dark side of events ; but as cheer- 
ful and happy as the possession ol healtli, ( asr, 
and a satisfied dispositioii can make me."' lie 
married in 1806, a ieliow prisoner. Miss Margaret 
Stuart, daughter of the commander of a ship in 
the. East India Company 's service, at In nrral. She 
also had been taken by the Rochefort squadron, 
on her passage in a packet to join her lather in 
Indie. 

Various applioattOQS were made at diiitreiit 
tiihes, for the eaehange of Mn Tuckey; biit tbejr 
proved fruitless, and tie was doomed to remain a 
priso^ during the war: sad eonsequenoe of that 
implacaiile spirit of hatred which actuated the 
fmcr of France, and made him careless alike of 
die li^es of his own, and of his enemy prisoners I 
How many lair prospects were blighted and de» 
stroyed by the unfeeling obstinacy oi tiiis disturber 
of Europe ! 
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In 1€10, after considerable difficulties, and re- 
peated reRisalst Mr. Tuckey obtained permission 
tor his wife to Tisit England, for the parpose of 
looldi^ afier his private afiairs. Her object being 
accomplished, she obtained paesports from the 
Fiencn ^bvernment to return to her husband, and 
was landed at Morlaix? but counter-orders haA 
been receired at this port and «he was detained; 
and after many unsuocessnil memorials, prajing to 
jbe allowed to rejoin Mr. Tuckey at Verdun, and 
after a detention of eix weeks, she was sent back 
to England. 'We have here another instance, in 
addition to the many on record, of the capriciou« 
cruelly oi Buonaparte, which was ecjuallj exercis- 
ed on either sex : and let it not be said by his advo- 
cates — strange, that such a man should find advo- 
cates, especially among Englishmen — that he knew 
nothinfif of such counter-orders. So it was said, 
with equal truth, in rc«jard to the detention of 
Captain Flinders ; lor it is well known that, in all 
matters relating to the British prisoners, his mini- 
sters stirred not a step without his special direc- 
tions. 

On the advance of the allied armies into France, 
in 1814, the British prisoners were ordered at a 
moments warning into the interior; and Mr. Tac- 
kej, with his two little hoys, was obliged to travel, 
in the most inclement weather he ever experi- 
enced, to Blois. His youngest son was taken ill 
on the journey and fell a victim to fatigue and 
sickness. had, indeed." says the father, "a 
hard trial witli my little boy, for after attending" 
hini (lay and night for three weeks, (he had no 
mother, no servant, no friend, but me to watch 
overliim.) 1 received his last breath, and then had 
not only to direct his iutermeul, but also to toliow 
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him to the s^rave, and recommend his innocent 
soul to his (jod; this was indeed a severe trialr 
but it was a duty^ and I did not shrink from it.** 
Another severe trial was reserved for him, on hiB 
return to his family in England, on ihe final dis- 
comfiture of Buonaparte ; he had the rnislbrtune 
to lose a fine child, a g^irl, of seven years ot <\'S^e, 
in consequence of her riotlies taking tire, aiter 
itngering Beveral days in excruciating agony. 

During his long imprisonment in France, Mr. 
Tuckcy suflfered considerably from tedious and 
harassing ilUiess, aggravated by the cruel reflec- 
tion, that the prime of bis life was rapidly passing 
' away, without the possibility of any exertion of his 
talents bein|^ employed for the benefit of himself, 
or his growing iamiiy. In the intenrals of sick- 
ness, besides the education of his children, which 
was to him a source of pleasure 'and constant em- 
ployment, his chief amusements were reading and 
composition. Severe as his fate was, he possessed 
a mind ol too vigorous and active a turn to allow 
his spirits to sink under his unmerited misiortunes ; 
the painful moments of his long imprisonment 
found some relief, in the laborious compilation and 
composition of a professional work, " undertaken 
to pass away the tedious liours oi a hopeless cap- 
tivity, alike destructive of present happiness, and 
future prospects/' This work was published in 
England, shortly ailer his return, in four octavo 
volumes, under the title of Maritime Geography, 
and Statistics.'' It takes a coraiprehensive view 
of the various phenomena of the ocean, the de- 
scription of coasts and islands, and of the seas 
that wash them; the remarkable headlands, bar* 
hours, and port towns; the several rivers that 
reach the sea, and the nature and extent of their 
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iotapd navigations that commumcale inlh the 
coasts* The iofonnatioa thus collected is drawn 
from the latest and best authorities; to whidi is 
added his own ^ local and professional knowledge ; 
acquired in the nayigation of the seas that wash 
the four quarters of the globe/* A brief view is 
also taken of the history and state of the foreign 
and coasting trade of the colonies; the state of 
the home and foreign fisheries; ol' (ho national 
and mercantih" marine; and generally ol all ma- 
ritime estabhblunents and regulations. It is a 
work of useful reference, and one that may saieiy 
be recommended tor general inlormatioin. 

In August, ISl'i, Mr. Tuckey was promoted hy 
Lord Melville to the rank of commander ; and in 
the following year, on hearing of the intention of 
Government to send an expedition to explore the 
river Zaire, he made an application, witii several 
other officers, to be appointed to that service; his 
'claims and his abilities were unquestionable ; he 
had stored his mind with so much various know- 
ledge, and» for the last nine years, had given so 
much attention to the subject of nautical discovery 
and river navigation^ that he was considered as 
most eligible for the undertaking; but his health 
appeared delicate : he was, however, so confident 
that his constitution would improve by the voyage^ 
and in a warm climate, and uiged his wishes so 
strongly, that the Lords of the Admiralty confer- 
red UN him the appoinliiiefit. Uow far his zeal 
and quahii( aliens were suited to the undertaking, 
his Journal will furnish the best proof. That do- 
cument is now given to the public, just as it can e 
from the hands of its author. Not a s^entence has 
been added or suppressed, nor has the least altera- 
tion been made therein, bejrond the cor^ectioA 



perluqpr of some trifling error in 'fffummt tr ofw 
Uiography. The infonnation it contaiiis must hftve 
, been procured under veiy unfiiFooraUe eireiim^ 
stances. Had he been pefmitted to penetrate 
further into the interior, or to return at leisure, and 
in healthi from the fartlieet point oven to^ m^Mdi^e 
ascended, his account of the countrj would hai^ 
been so much the more complete ; but his zeal to ' 
accomplish the object of the expedition had com- 
pletely exhausted him, and broug;ht on the retura 
ol a disorder to which he had long been subject ; 
still he held out to the last ; and there is very little 
doubt, that if the accident which happened to hi^ 
bfiijcr^c:^ rail or had not put an end to every possi- 
bility ot his proceeding much tm lher up the river, 
that he would have gone on till he had sunk under 
sickness and fatigue, and leil his remains in the in- 
terior of the country. 

* On the 17th September he reach^ the Cong# 
sloop, and the following daj, for the sake of het*^ 
ter accomniodation, was sent down to the Dorotbj 
iransportf at the Tall Trees. He arrived in a state 
of extreme exhaustion^ brought on by fiitiguet ex- 
poaure to the weather, and privations. Hehadna 
&rer nor pain in any part of the body ; the pulse 
was small and irritable ; the skin at times dry, al 
4>thers clammy, but never exceeding the tempera- 
lure of health. On the 28th he thought himself 
better, and wholly free Irom pain, but showed 
great irritability, which was kept up by hib anxiety 
concerning the nflfairs of the expedition. On the 
30(!i the debility, irritability, and depression of 
$pirit- became extreme, and he now expressed hie 
•convietioii, that all attempts to restore the energy 
of his system would prove inelleclual. From this 
time to the 4tbf wh^ihe expired^ bisstrcngUigra- 
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daally tailed him, but during the whole of his ill- 
ness, he had neither pain nor lever; and he may 
be said to have died ol coaiplote exhaustion, rather 
than of disease. He had deceived liitnseir. it 
seems, by the confidence which lie lelt in the 
atrength of his constitution. The sniLjeoii states 
that, since leaving Eno^land, he never enjoyed 
good health, the hepatic functions being generally 
in a deranged state ; yet he was always unwilling 
to aidwowkdfle hunself an invalid, and refused to 
tak» each meaieiiies as were deemed at the time to 
be essentially nececmry. On hh marefa into the 
jnleffKNTt the ajmploiaB became much aggravated^ 
and bewas preraikdoa by Dr. Smith to tekesoaie 
calomel axerwards opiam was foond necessary^ 
and latll J, the bark. 

The few survivord of this ill^ated expedition wiH 
long cherish the memory of Captain Tuckey, cf 
whom Mr. Fitzmaurice, the master, who succeeded ' 

to the command, observes, in reporting his death, 
-r-^" in him the navy has lobt an ornament, and its 
seamen a liiLher/' But his benevolence was not • 
confined to tlie profession of which he was so dis- 
tinguished a member. A poor black of South Af- 
rica, who, in his youth, had been kidnapped by a 
i?lave-dealer, was put on board the Cofi^o, wlille 
in the Thames, with the view of restorinL": liirn to 
hi*4 friends and country, neither of which turned 
out to be in the neighbourhood of the Zaire, and 
he was brought back to Englnnd. This black was 
publicly baptized at Deptford church, by the name 
ef Benjamin Peters ; having learned to read on the 
passage out by Captain Tuckey's instructions, of 
"yrhom he speaks in the strongest terms of gratitude 
and aflection. He wtis generoes to a Aiiilt. A near 
friMkn has observed} ^ihmi a want of soffcient 
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economy, and an incfipabilitj of relusa] lu open 
bis purse to the necessities of others, have been 
the cause of many of the difhcullies which clouded 
the prospects of hi? after hie:'* — that " he knew 
nothing of the vahie of iDoiiry, except as it enabled 
him to gratify the leeUngs oi' a benevoieat hearL^' 

In his person Captain Tuckey was tall, and mast 
once have been handsome ; bat his long residence 
in India had broken down his constitution, and, at 
ihe age of thirty, his hair was gray, and his head 
neariy bald $ ms coontenance was pleasing, but 
vore rather a pensive cast; but he was at all 
times gentle ana kind in his manners, cheerfiil in 
cottTersation, and indulgent to everyone placed 
under his command. In him it may mldj be said, 
ihe profession has lost an ornament, his country 
has been deprived of an able, enterprising, and 
experienced officer, and hi» widow and children 
liiive sustained an ii reparable loss. 

Lieutenant Hawke-v wns another of these offi- 
cers, ^v}HJ^^' prospect of rising in Ins prolession was 
l>ja^^led by the^system of refusal to exchange pri- 
honrrs of war; a most iiihnman system, wliieh 
doonied youn<( oflieers to a liopeless e;ij)tivity, 
limited only hy the chiratiori of tlic wnr, or rather, 
viewing the character of tliat war, limited by no 
visible bounds; with the additional cruelty of au 
indefinite separation from their country and theis 
friends. They had, mon^over, in this hopeless si- 
tuation constantly before them the melancholy re- 
flection, that, after having spent the first and best 
years of their lives in the active service ef their 
country, and the middle part of them in a horrid 
captivity, even when the time of (heir liberation 
ahoald arrive, they would haVe to begin the woria 
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Mw; '«Qd» WidKmi a diMice of WkvlormmilitiUk 
4fieir own profession, as the war would then htive 
ceased, painfully to seek out new means for the 
fiti^ort of theiiiaelre» and their famiUes. Under 
Aam unfeeling 8)P0lem, Lieutenant Hawkej sufiered 
aRttepmement of eleven yean. A few monlfaa 
after the renewal of the war, in IBOBf when Berr* 
' 'ing as a midehipman in La Minerve, under the 
' ceiliiaan4?e£ Captain (nowSirJabeel)Brenton, he 
- was taken prisoner in the gallant defence ot that 
shipf when she was^ anfertnnately, in a ibg^ run by 
' the pilot on the western point of the stone dike 
of Cherbourg. A commission however of Lieu- 
tenant had been sent out tor him, by mistake, to 
' the West-Indies; which being dated previous to 
his capture was not cancelled, but forwarded to 
iiirn in France; and was thus the means in sunie 
degree of alleviating^ the eviis of captivity. It was 
' in France he became acquainted w ith nis fellow 
prisoner Captain Tuckey, who, on his appoint- 
ment to the command of the Congo, requested to 
have his companion in misfortune to accompany 
^^him on a Tojage^ which held out a fair prospect of 
rgratiQriiigand rewarding their mutual talents^ . . 

laeutenant Hawkey was an^xceUent draughts- 
. fl»n: he sketched in a bold and artist-like man- 
ner; and to a general knowled^ of natural histo- 
ry, he united the talent of painting the minuter sea 
% and land animals, with great spirit and accuracy, 
and in an exquisite style of colouring. A number 
of specimens of this kind were found in a small 
pocket book, accompanied w ith some slight memo- 
randa i but his papers, containing descriptions of 
those sketches and drawings, and other remarks, 
in the progress up the river, have unibrtunatoly 
keen lost He proceeded with the captain to the 
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farthest point of the joumej, am) though employ- 
ed ill the most active manner, and exposed to the 
same weather, and the same hardships, as the rest 
of the party, he had no coinphiint whatever wheu 
he returned to the vessel, oii the 17th September; 
his case was then' fore somewhat singular. He con- 
tinued in i^ood health, and without miy complaint, 
till the 'M\ October, when the ship was at sea; he 
then ex[)rrssed a sense of lassitude about his loins^ 
and irritability of stomach ; but there was no ap- 
parent febrile action ; the pulse being about the 
natural standard, which with him was only (>d?t 
without the body undeigoing my increase of tenifir 
perature. The only symptoms were irritability of 
stomacbt with extreme languor and debility ; the 
next day, however, he was seized with vomiting; 
on the 6tli, became insensible, the pube scarcely 
perceptible at the wrist, and the extremities cold; 
And he continued thus till 1 1 oVlocfc in 4be ereiH 
ing, when he expired withont a struggle. 

Mr. Evre, the Purser, was a young man of a cor- 
pulent and bloated habit. lie had no illness, 
while in the river; had not been on shore for three 
weeks, and had taken very little exercise during 
the voyage, hi the night of the 27th September, 
when on the passao:e (o Cabenda, he was attacked 
with febrile rigours, ^-vere pain in Iht^ head, l>ack 
and extremities, with general lassitude, prostration 
and depression of s[)irits, and on the third day he 
breathed his last* Before death a yellow sulTusioiL 
had taken place, with vomiting- of matter, reaem* 
bling coflee grounds ; this symptom of extravMa* 
ted blood into the stomach, wnicn occurred in many 
of the cases, would seem to confirm the idea of 
the disease being the same as that of the Bulam 
fever. 
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Mr. FiTiMAtmibE, the Master and Surv^fir, iail 
Mr. HooDEm Master's Mate and Midshipmany ea- 
tirelj escaped the fever, excepting a slight attack, 
efxperienced by the former, in consequence of a 
IktigQing march across the mountains, on a hot suU 
trw daj, to view the cataract of Yellala, which 
aner^a good night^s rest, was entirelj removed, 
tiockhart the garaener was on his legs every dav, 
from morning till the evening, sometimes heavily 
loaded with the plants he had collected; yet he 
proceeded to the farthest point, and returned to the 
ships, without experiencing an hour's illness, and 
found the climate the whole way reniarkaldy phea- 
sant. Beliiju; drenched liowever with rain in the 
lower part of the river, he took the lever, and was 
left in the hospital at Bahia, with the sergeant of 
marines, both of whom were so much reduced, as 
to leave little hope of the recovery of either. 
Lockhart however survived, and is now perfectly 
well in England ; hat the sergeant died almost im^ 
inedlately after the sailing of the Congo. 

Mr. Chctieit Smith, the son of a respectable 
laadfaolder, near the town of Drammen in Norway, 
was horn in October, 1785. He was educated at 
the school of Kongsberg, and finished his studies 
at the aniversity w Copenhagen ; where, under 
Professor Homemann, he acquired a taste for bo- 
tany, and particularly for that branch of the 
science, of which his native mountains afforded 
such ample resources,^ — the mossrs and lieliens. 
Though at an early pr rind of life. Ik iiud distin- 
guished himself in the study of medicine, and had 
the care of the sick in the great hospital at Copen- 
hagen, he could not rr^^ist the t< mplntion ot ae- 
companying his friends, Hornemann ai d Wonns- 
kiM OB a botanical tour into the mountains of 



Norway. In the early p^ri of this tour, the waPt 
which broke out in 1U07 between Sweden and 
Denmark, recalled hi& companions, and Iclt Mr. 
Smith to pursue alone his researches, in the moun- 
tains of Telleinarcki where be diocovered a great 
Dumber ef mosses, and other new plants, which 
gained him celebrity among all the botanbts of the 
Nofth. In 1812 he made a second excursion across 
the mountains of Tellemarok and Hallingdal, which 
were bat Httle known, even to the natives of Nof^ 
w^ay ; be ascertained their hei^ta, examined their 
pfodoctions, made a nmnber of cnrious meteorolo* 
gical observations, and, in short, traversed those 
soKtary regions not only as a botanist, but as m 
natural philosopher ; and the narrative wiuch he 
has gjiven of his proceedings, to use I lie words of 
his tiiend Von Buch, will always be considered 
as one ol die most curious and instructive docu- 
ments of physical geography." He has therein 
e)^emplihed and explained the immense iiilliience 
of the proximity ol ilie sea, and the surprising 
difference, resulting from it, between the tempera- 
ture of the interior of the continent, and of the 
coast, and its etfects on the ditierent products of 
the vegetable world ; the limits of perpetual snow 
on the sides of difierent mountains, and a great 
variety of interesting facts, connected with the 
geography and physMlogy of pianli» 

The Patriotic Socie^ of Norway, struck with 
the ceal and indefatigable industry of Mr. Smith, 
engaged him at its own expense to undertake an* 
ot£er soienlific expedition into the cluBtera of 
nmintaina, which, about the 6Sld 'uarallel of lati- 
tttde, separate the valleys of WaJde^, of Guld- 
transdal^ and of Romsdah whose height and ex- 
tent were unknown, and many pai U of them uul^od 
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even by the hunters of the rein deer. By this ex- 
cursion the Norwegian Flora was greatly extended, 
and from it the geography of plants acquired fresh 
facts at once exceedingly curious and interesting. 
Nor was this all ; with a true spirit of philantbropj 
Mr. Smith assembled the scatlerefl peasantry ^ 
these high and secluded valleys, explained to thei|i 
the efaiuracters and the valuable properties of the 
jficbens wbk^ covered their oMMmtaina, instructed 
tbeni how to convert these mosses into bread that 
Was pleasant to the taste, nourishing, and wboleN 
some, and prevised on them to adopt this bread 
instead of mat nuserable resoorpe of bark bread. 
Which afibrds but little or no nourishqcient, and th^jt 
littie at die ejqpeose of health. \ 

The death of his father about this time put Lim 
in possession of a little fortune, which he at once 
resolved to employ in studying nature in foreign 
countries. His nomination to the professorship of 
botany at the university of Christiania did not 
divert him from his plan ; on the contrary, he 
thought he could not do a greater sen'ice to the 
cause of science than to consecrate the fruits of 
bis travels to the new botanical garden of tha^ 
place. He came to London, mci with a country- 
man who had been instnucted in the King's Gar* 
dens at Kew, and sent him to superintend his • 
▼ourite garden at Christiania, with abundance of 
plants and seeds which he purchased at his own 
expense. He next proecfed^ to Edinburgh, from 
whsnce he set out on a tour across the highest 
monntains of Scotland to examine their prodiM> 
lions. The mountains of the northern connties of 
England and of Wales did not escape his active 
researches. From Wales he crossed over to Dub- 
lin, scoured all the mountains of Ireland, and rs- 
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torned to LondoQ towards the end of the year 
1814. it is needless to add, that so zealous an 
Advocate for the extension of human knowledge 
engaged at once the friendship and protection of 
Sir Joseph Banks. At the house of this patron 
of science he met with the first naturalists of the 
fege, and among others with that distingjuished 
geologist, the Baron Von Buch, whose habits and 
feehngs being congenial with his own, they soon 
proiected a voyiige of scientific inquiry to the 
isiaiid oi Madeira, and to those of the Canaries. 

On the 21st April, 1815, Uio> landed atFuncbaU 
the capital of Madeira. From that moment,'* 
says M. Von Burh. ** transported ^vilh the bight of 
so many new objects, iSmith knew no repose ; he 
laidholdof the beveml (^fCacfus which in 

the most whimsical forms cover the rocks, to con- 
vince himself that they were real; he leaped over 
the walls to examine those forests of Donax which 
the wind agitates above the vines to which they 
give support; he ran from flower to flower, as if in 
ecstasy^ and it was with great difficulty he could 
be prevailed on to enter the town. Here again 
his eye was delighted in traversing the great square, 
and observing the avenue of large trees of Josticifty 
of the Melia Azedaraeh, and of the gigantic Da^ 
tura, covered with thehr lai^ and brilliant blos- 
soms, which fill the air with their perfumes ; the 
immense leaves of the Banana trees w avincf above 
the walls, and the superb palm lifting its lofty head 
hijjh above the houses; the singular form of the 
Dragoii tree: the fragrance of tbe Dowers, nnd 
the tufted foliage of the oniiiice tr< < » threw hiio 
into raptures. The elegant cotTee-sbrub is found 
only ill the ijardens: hut thr^ pine-appfe ilourishes 
in the open tieids ; and the Mioiosa^ the Eucalyp 
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tas, the Mekleuca, the Mammea, Clitorea^ Erj- 
tbriiMh Eugenia^ of which thfs dwarfish fragments 
mdj are seen in the conservatories of J&rope) 
here mdunt ap to large and beautilul trees, and 
their floweiSy glowine with the most viyid colours, 
are viewed against the most brilliant skj in the 
world. 

His own feelings, on bolnc; thus suddenly trans- 
ported IroMi the moss-grou n mountains of his na- 
tive country to a more i^enial climate, are thus ex- 
pressed in a letter to Iji^ triond ; how shall I be 
able to describe to you, how declare to yon what 1 
have here felt, what 1 have iiere seen! How bhall 
I be able to give you an idea of the variety, of the 
singularity of those forms, of that beauty and that 
brilliancy of the cokrars, of all that magnificence 
0f nature which sarrounds me ! We ascend the 
•loping rid^B of the mountains which embrace the 
splendid city of^ Funchal; we rest ourselves on 
the margin of a hrook, which falls in numberless 
cascades across thickets of rosemary, of laurels, 
mnd of mvrtles ^e city at our feet, with its ferts, 
its churches, ils gardens, and its roadstead ; above 
us, forests of the stone pine and-of chestnuts, inter* 
spersed with the fiowers of the spartium and li^ 
vender. A whole legion of Canary birds makes 
the air resound with their sweet song; and nothirtg^ 
here, but the snow on the mountain tops, wliieli 
now and then pierce through the clouds, would 
recall to my recollection mj native country." • 

M. Von Hnch observes, that neither the torrents 
of rain whiefi tell almost daily, nortlie dense clouds 
which constantly covered the mountains lor more 
than half of their height, nor the snow which en- 
veloped, their smBmits, jcould restrain them fiom 
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attempting to ascertain the distribution of veg^- 
tion on thi3 island, and die heifffat of its mountains. 
They found by the barometer, the altitude of Nostra ^ 
Senhora da Monte to be |778 English feet above* 
the lerel of the sea. At the heiglit of 3200 feet 
they encountered a wood composed of the beao- 
tiiiil Laurus indica, the Launis nobiHsy the Erica 
arborea or mediterranean and the Erica scoparia. 
Throu|;h thick fog, and continual rain, they peiae- 
vered in the ascent ; and at the height of 4340 feet^ 
they traversed the valley ot Canada, where Smith 
viewed with astonishment and delight, a whole 
forest of myrtles (Vaccinium arctostaphyllos) of 
trees from 16 to 20 feet high and more. At 5390 
fept (hey fell in with the snow. The summit of 
Torringas was found to be feet. . 

The two naturalists left Madeira on the 2d Majr» 
and landed on the 5th at Oratava, in Tenerifle^ 
where they were kindly aiid hospitably received 
by one of the most amiable and respectable ftmi* 
lies in the island, to whom Mr. Smith, bj his na- 
tural gayety and the Buavitj of his manners, made 
bimself particularly acceptable : but the cbanns of 
agreeable society did pot make him forget the ob- 
ject of his Ymi to the Canaries^ He was always 
on his feet, and incessantly in pursuit; he never 
returned from his excursions till late in the eren* 
ing, and always laden with a rich harvest of Dlants^ 
the examination and arrangement of whicn, left 
him but little time for sleep. Sometimes, in his 
rambles, overtaken by night, he passed it in ca- 
verns, without food, and harassed by fatigue; but 
happy in tfie discoveries he had made, he neither 
felt nor thought of either. The melting of the 
snow, on the iOth May, allowed itim to ascend the 
»uaunit of the Peak of Tenerifle, irom whence he 
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made t tour rotuid fliesetitt^ peM of the Maiidf 
in whfiA he ezaidned, and determined for the firrt 

. time, the pine of the Canary islands to be an un- 

described species, to which he gave the name of 
Pinus canariensis ; discovered a new spedies of 
Ardisia, and collected many other new and inter- 
esting plants. Several botanical travellers have 
noticed the singular appearance of the roofs of the 
houses of Laguna, from their beinec covered with 
a sort of house-leck, but none had d( scribed it- 
Mr. Smith, on examination, found it to be a new 
species, and named it} from its situation, Semper- 
nvma urUum. 

From Santa Cruz the travellers passed near to 
Pafanas, the capital af Grand Canaria* It was noir 
the month of August, and the summer heat had 
|»arefaed die earth and dried up the plants, except- 
ing sodse Euphorbias and others of the succulent 
.tnbew They, however, determined bj the baro- 
meter, for the first time, the height of Pico .del 
Pozo de los Nieves, the most elevated on the 
island, to be 6224 English lect above the level of 
the sea. 

• 

On returning to Santa Cruz, Smith and his friend 
set out on a journey to the Teak of Teneriffe, 
along the crest of the mountain which crosses the 
island in its greatest length. Near tlic summit of 
the peak the two naturalists passed several days, 
traviarMng the immense stream of Obsidian, which 
Encircles its western side, examined the volcano of 
Ghjohorrat remaining in the mountains till forced 
' down from want oi food, water, and shoes, the 
latter of which were fiurlj cut in pieces bjr the 
glassy laTsu. Embarking at Orataya, they pro* 
eeeded to the Me of I^lmas ; examined the im* 
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mense and almost inaccrs>ii)le crat(*r, which' oc- 
tupi^s the centre of the island; as( ended the Pico 
de los Muchachos, whose height was found to be 
7707 £iigHsh feet, and which commands a view of 
(he whole island. Thej next visited the port of 
Nao0, on the isle of Lancerota, where the Teeeel 
was to complete her cargo with barilla, made from 
the Mesem&rjanthemum ci^stalliimm. In the mean 
tiiae, the two naturalists paid a visit to the volcanOf 
which, ID 1750, almost entirely destroyed twelve 
villages, and covered nearly the third part of the 
islands Instead of one mouth thej observed fif- 
teen or sixteen, extending in the same line ahoot 
six £ni2;lish miles, each having formed a cone from 
three to lour hundred feet liii(h. Across the mid- 
dle of these mouths were large fissures, exhaling 
aqueous vapours, which raised the thennoiueter in 
ali u iiunnents to 180^ On the 27th October, they 
re-eui barked, and arrived at Portsmouth on the 8th 
December. 

It was tiie intention of Dr. Smith to arrange his 
Flora for publication, in London, and then return 
to his native coontrj; but on Sir Joseph Banks 
proposing the appcMnttnent of botanist, to an ex* 
pedition then preparing to explore the Zaire, he 
most readily and unconditionally accepted the 
same, from a pure love of science, and in the hope 
of being uselhl to the world* His Journal, whioii 
is now |>ubiished precisely in the state it was founds 
is sufficient to evince his great zeal, and qualifica- 
tions* as a botcuiist It is hot just however to the 
memory of the deceased to state, that this Journal 
had evidently undergone no revision, but is a Iraiis- 
cript or rather a translation ol his original inimites 
ami observations, as [licy appear 1o hnvc \ivvn en- 
tqred^ from daj to du^ , in a small pocket memo- 



Digitized by 



nmdam book ; written in the Danish language, aad 

in80 ttnall and ill-formed a charactrr as in some 
places to be perfectly illegible. By the close atp 
tentioD, however, of Doctor Rjdberg, to whom 
the editor is indebted for the translation, the great- 
er part has been pretty well made out His notes 
are carried on to the end of faia joumej upwards, 
but are not continued on his retvrn down the river. 
He was taken ill, before they reached the vessels, 
and canie down with the Captain in liiti last canoe: 
aiid was bent him to the Transport, for the 
sake of p^reater convenience : by this time, howe- 
ver, he was dangerously ill, and rofuM d to t 
any thing, either in the shape of incthciiu\ or nu- 
triment. He had tried bark, hnt Ins stomach con- 
stantly reircted it : and under an idea tiiat his ill- 
ness proceeded only from debility, he persisted in 
taking only cold water. On the 2 let Sepiember he 
became delirious, and died on the following daj. 

Mr. Cranch was one of those extraordinary self- 
taoghteharacters^ to whom particular branches of 
science are sometimes more indebted, than to the 
labours of those who have had tbe advantage of a 
regular education. He wbb bom at Exeter in the 
year 1t85, of hmnble, bot respectable parents; at 
eifi^ht years of as;e he had the misfortune to lose bis 
father; and as tlie circumstances in which his mo- 
ther was lei I, did not enable her to provide for all 
her children, John, Ihe sulyect of the present me- 
moir, was taken charge oi by an uncle liviuij at 
Kingsbndge. The main object in life, aiu! A\hich 
was nearest to the heart f this relation, w the 
accumulation of wealth ; and his rxti eme penury 
denied to his nephew almost the benefit of a com- 
mon education. The miserable guinea which 
procured fiir him a yearns instruction in reading. 
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writing, and arithmetic, was wrenched from him 
with so much grudging, and in a manner so unkind, 
as to be then bevcrel/ felt^ and never afterwards 
forgotten. ^ 

At the age of fourteen, this provident relation 
first put him out as an apprentice, to learn " the 
art and mysterj of sboemaktng a line of hfe 
which, from its peculiar monotoaj of Btillness* or 
in spite of it, seems by no means anfnendlj, as ex- 
perience has shown, to the progress of intellectual 
acquirement. The strength dT mind for which 
joung Cranch had been distinguished from Us 
childoood was now constantlj and obviously strug* 
^Ung with the adverse circumstances ot' his situar 
tion; but every momeot« which could be stoleii 
from his daily labour, was devoted to the few books 
which he had found means to collect The studj 
of natural history was that in which he mostly de- 
iiglited; iiiul, even at this early period of his life, 
he was able to draw up correct and classical de- 
scriptions of ail the insects lie could procure ui the 
neighbourhood of Kings bridge. Without other 
assistance thafi books, he had acquired a sutllcient 
knowledge oi Latin :ind French, to enable him to 
undcrstanJ thoroughly those languages, when made 
use ol by zoological writers, and to employ them 
himseli^ in describing objects of natural history* 
He had acouired also a general knowledge of as* 
tronomy* But, while thus eagerly endeavouring to 
grasp at science, every thing tended to depress, 
and nothinsf to encourage htm. However, he had 
the fortitude to persevere; and continued, in spite 
of every obstacle, silently and sedulously, unno- 
ticed and unknown, to nourish his ruling passiouy 
the love of knowledge. 
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' At the expiration of his appventiceshipf he went, 
tip to London with the professed view ot improve-^ 
nientin the art of shoemaking; bat in reality with 
higher objects and better hopes ; though he hard- * 
1j ventured to own them to himselE The man* 
Hers aiid morals of hb fellow workmen wete iB 
eoHed to his feelings end pursuits; and served 
Mj to ItidieiBe Im disUke for the professioD to 
winch he had been doomed. But it was some con* 
solatien to reflect that he was in the great mart of 
iMIIteNlMHriedge ; and thoogh unfriended^ arid a 
sfl'iDig^r, he found that information flowed iti upon 
him on every side. His mind was filled, but not 
satisfied. Every museum, auction room, and book 
stall, every object to which his attention was call- 
ed, he visited with a rapid and unsatiable cari- 
osity; gleaning information wherever it was to be 
had, and treasuring it up with systematic care. 
His account of what he obsen ed in the capital is 
said to exhibit an obvious and striking proof of an 
inquisitive, diligent, and discerning mind. A per- 
son of this stamp could not long remain in London 
without meeting with kindred spirits. One of 
these aasociates, speaking of Cranch, observes, 
*«oor converBattone and philosophical rambler 
near London, have often called finnh such obtOP' 
vations ahd disquisitions from him on the VMiom 
^ualitieSy attribaitoB, conhinations, protiBioni mid 
amngementB of nature, as mufced vaat compre^ 
benuon, a« well m the mMt delicato sobtSdes of 
dtBcriciBOation in' on intellect, which seemed 
to be cAkmlaled to grasp ma^itodewd m in cti m 
wilbemid^iddimf and which coidd at (Mice stii^ 
prise, aelight, and instmet'' 

Afler a residence of some time in London, he 
returned to the haunts of his childhood ; but it was 

L 
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80on discovered how little chance the ^*bootmt.- 
ker from London" had of eclipsing his humble 
rivals, who had never lost slight of tl»e smoke of 
their native hamlet But he had no iiUernativc; 
fae must eat to live; and work at his trade to he 
able to eat HU labour however produced Uun 
little more than a bare subsistence ; and every 
moment that he could venture to take from it, was 
dedicated to his favourite pursuit 

Shortly, however, his domestic drcumstances 

were favourably improved by marriage. His 
workshop was now consigned wholly to his jour- 
neyuK n, while he was sedulously and success&Uv 
collecting objects of natural history. No difficul- 
ties nor dangers impeded his researches. He 
climbed the most rugged precipices; he was fre- 
quently lowered down by the peasants from the 
summits of the tallest cliffs: he waded through • 
rapid streams: he explored the beds of the mud- 
diest rivers: he sought the deepest recesses. He 
frequently wandered for whole weeks from home, 
and often ventured out to sea for several days to- 
gether, entirely alone, m the smallest skiffs of the 
fishermen. No inclemency of weather ; no vicis- 
situdes of " storms and sunshine," ever prevented 
his "fatiguing pursuits; the discovery of a new in- 
sect amply repaid the most painful exertions. Se- 
veral pa[>ers in the "Weekly Entertainer," a little 
work which accompanies one of the most pofNilar 
of the western ncfwspapers, were written by him; 
and b^ these, and his collection of subjects in natu- 
ral history, he gradually became better known, 
and his talents duly appreciated by the most able * 
naturalists. Of this the tbl lowing extract of a let- 
ter to the editor, from Dr. Leach, oi tlic British 
Museum, bear^ ample and honourable testimony. 
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^»In 1814, Mr. Montagu and myself, together 
with Mr, C. Prideaux, visited Mr. C ranch, for the 
purpose of seeing his museum. Wo were all aston- 
ished at the magnitude of his collection of shells, 
cruhtacea, insects, birds, <kc. collected entirely by 
himself, and stiU more so with the accuracy of 
their classification, and with the remarks made by 
thia aelf-educated and zealous individual. He 
conyersed on all subjects connected with natural 
history, with modesty, but, at the same time, with 
that confidence which is the result of knowledge. 
Quite delighted with having made his acquaint- 
ance, I Im bim with a resolution to cultivate a 
correspondence with him on the subject of our fa- 
vourite pui^uita* On the following morning, I re- 
ceived a note from him* oflfering me any specimens 
that m%ht be wanting* and that he coula supply, 
to my collection. 

Soon after this meeting, I was appointed to the 
British Museum, when Mr. Cranch applied to me 
to endeavour to obtain tor him some sitimtion in 
that institution, which wonl<l enable him to culti- 
vate the study of natural iustuiy on a more ex- 
tended scale ; but as no vacancy exibted, and as I 
f#und his demands for employment come within 
the limits of my pocket, I proposed tiiat he should 
Tindc rtakc to investigate the coasts of Devon and 
Cornwall, for, marine productions; and eventually 
to make a tour of Great Britain, with the same 
view ; at the same time I promised to recommepd 
him to the fibrst situation tliat might occur, to ena- 
ble him to attain the object of his ambition. 

^On receivii^ my letter he immediately dis^ 
charged his journeymen, and converted his manu- 
iactory of boots and shoes into apartments for the 
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leoMion wnS meflervalioii of audi obfei:!^ df 
twill history ae ntB daily escarsions might proeoie. 
Hokopt op a oontinaal commiinication with the 
fiflhennen of Plymootfat and constantlv roceived 
from them baskets filled with tfie nibbidh they 
dredfjed from the bottom of the sea; and tfiis be 
e^tammed with diligence and attention, preserrkig 
all the new objects that he discovered, and making* 
descriptions of them. He visited, occasioiially, 
the Brixhain, Plymouth, nnd Falmouth fishermen, 
and made excursions with tlicm. He very often 
left Kin^sl)ri(ige in an open boat, mid remained * 
absent lor a long time together, during which, he 
dredii^cd wlien the tide was full, and examined the 
shores when it was out. At nit^lit he slept iu his 
boat, which he drew on sliore ; and when the 
weather was too stormy for marine excursions, he 
would leave his boat and proceed to examine the 
country and woods for insects, birds, ^cc The 
remarks with which he accompanied the infinity 
of objects which be discovered, are invalu^ 
^blei many of them have been, and the rest shaU^ 
be hereafter, made public*^ 

b this way was Hr. Cranch employed for th^ 
iSoUeotioQ of natural history in the British Mnseuaj^ 
at the tiin? when the expedition to the Congo was 
nlaoTOdt Ibr such an expedition a person of dns 
description was invaluable, and Dr. Leach recom- 
mended kim to Sir Joseph Banks, as one in every 
way fitted for the undertaking. On his part, an 
appointment so suited to his pursuits, and so flat- 
tering to his hopes, was the height of his oml^ition, 
and he at once accepted it, tljough not without 
some painful struggles to liis feelings. It ^eems he 
had a sort of presentiment tliat he should never 
retnfO, a^ thi^t ike expectation of such an event. 
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became i?9dwr 8»d werim« aa hmcmmtaj' 
from hU vm»w« Hia oonduet, however* diving the 
▼oyafle oaU dees not appear to have been inflo- 
enced hj this feeling ; nor was bis exertions ai all 
relaxed by an occasional lowness of spirits,, which 
was, perhaps, partly constitutional, and owing 
partly to the gluotuy view taken ui ciiriatianity hj 
that sect denominated Melhociists, of which, it 
seems, he was a member. He is represented, 
however, by his irieuds, us u sincere (Jhristian, ax^ 
aflectionate parent, and a kuid iriend. 

Mr. C ranch was taken ill on the 23d August, on 
the march between the banza or town of Cooioo, 
and the banza Inga, and was carried back on th& 
fiboqlders of the natives to Cooloo, and irom thence 
in a hammock to the place of embarkation below 
the rapids ; but it was the tenth day before be 
reached the ship in a canoe. The symptomsi by 
the sii»eoi)% report, were an' extreme languor and 
genend esbanation; a restleasness and anxiety, 
appmehiag at times to delirium, but he had no 
pain, except an uneasy sensation throughout the 
abdomen; the countencmce became of a dirty 
yellow colour, the pulse was at 108% and very smalL 
The next day he was much worse, and on the third 
day the whole body became yeiiow ; liit- counte- 
nance assumed a deadly aspect, the pulse at the 
wrist imperceptible, and in the evt riintj he expired, ■ 

after utterine^," says Mr. Fitzmaurice, " a de- 
vout prayer lor the weltare ol his family, and w ith 
the name of his wife cjuivering on his lips. He 
W|» of that order of dis^nters,^' he adds, " who 
are called Methodists, and if I may judge from ex- 
ternal appearances, he was an affectionate husband 
and lather, a sincere friend, a pious, honest, and 
gapd WBtanS He died in the 31st year of his age. 



and was.tmried at Embomma bj permissioB of tbe 
king, in h» own burial ground, wnere he was laid 
with militarf honours by the side of his fellow- 
traveller Mr« Tudor, who had been interred with 
the like cereaionj, a few dajs before. 

Mr. Tudor was a joung surgeon recommended 
by Mr. Brookes the anatomist, and examined and 
approved by Sir Everard Home, as a person \v«>l| 
cjualified to act in the capacity of comparative 
anatomist. The unfortunate circumstances of the 
expedition aflbrded him but few materials to Mork 
upon, and but little opportunity to exercise his 
talent on those few. He was the younorpst of the 
party, and the first who was attacked with fever on 
shore, bein^ seised on the Idth August, afler a 
march of three days. He was immediately sent 
back to the vessels, and on the 22d he reached the 
Coneo in one of the double»boats. On his arrival 
he £owed great debility, anxiety, and impatience. 
His case was very similar to that of Mr. Cranch, 
and on the evening of the 29th he died without 
pain* 

- Mr. Edward Galwet was second son to the 

* 

banker of that name in Mallow. He was educated 
for the university, witii a view to quality for one of 
the learned professions ; but an eligible appoint- 
ment ofiering, in the mean time, to a situation in 
the East Indies, he was nhont to proceed thltfier, 
when), by the advice of his tricnds, and a nec;e^>ity 
occurring for liis assistance in his father's ollice, 
lie was prevailed on to take his seat at the desk* 
It was f^oon however discovered, that the dull 
routine of such emjplojinent was but little congenial 
with his inclinations, and he escaped from it 
wlieneyer ho could with propriety do 60| to indulge 
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his zeal for scientific research, and to cultivate his 
taste for music, of which he was passionately fond, 
and in which he excelled. He availed himself of 
all opportunities to acquire a practical kiiowU d^ic 
of hot.iiiy, and was particularij conversant in all 
the new discoveries in chemistry, which, with 
geology^ were his favourite studies. He was soon 
boweyer drawn from his retired and studiow habits 
to seek for health id the south nf fiorope^ hayinir 
iifiered for several months by an oppreflaion and 
*|Wui iii'^lbe cfaeit, accompaiued with a eomtant 
abort, dry coogh, quid^ poise, and all the s^mptims 
of a confirmed consumption ; from all which how* 
ever he w^completely cored before he landed in 
Lisbon, a4vateinpeBtuoas and protracted passage 
in the winter of Finding himself so weU, and 
conceiving that his uniform of a yeomanry officer 
would affbi*d him much facility in travellinj^ in the 
peninsula, he was induced to s^o into Spain : and 
the few months he spent in visiting; various parts of 
tliis country, and the delight experienced by a 
mind finely stored hke his with diversitied know- 
ledge, inspired him with so enthusiastic a zeal lor 
foreign travel, that although on his return to Ire- 
land, he re-assumed his station in the bank, it was 
evident that an opportunity only was wanting to set 
;lMin out agjiMn on his travels. That opportunity 
'siK>n Of^orred by the ill-iated expedition to explore 
#16 Zaire. On hearing that Captain Tuckejr, who 
^as one of his early friends, bad g^t the appoint- 
:isent, he immAdiatelj wrote to entreat he mieht be 
allowed to accompany him as a volunteer. It was 
' in vain to reoresent how inconveniently be must be 
accommodated ; and that he could not be allowed 
(even to take a servant ; but he pleaded the example 
of Sir Joseph Banks, as entirely obviating, in his 
own case, so tntiing an objection ; his family 1 1 - 
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sHnrttraled with him on the 8cor6 of hid health 
bein^ injured from the hardships he would neces- 
sarily have to undergo, and from the cfTects of 
chmMe; his argument was, that he had already 
tried both, and his health had improved by the 
experiment. In short, remoiiBtrance and persua- 
sion were resorted to in vain: lie persisted in his 
entreaties witii the Admiralty and Captain Tnckcy ; 
and on the latter expressing ;i wish to take him, m 
one likely to he useihl, in promoting the objects of 
the expedition, he was permitted to join the Congo 
t» a Toltinteer. 

Mr. Grftlwey proceeded with the Captain's p«tf 
«8 fill* Qp the nrer as the bansa IngaPii here' Hbe 
was taken ill, aboot the 24th August, and sent off 
from tbenee to the resseb : but be did not r^aefa 
Congo, in his canoe, till the 7th September, heu^ 
then in a state of great exhau«tion $ his counte* 
nance, by the surgcon^s account, ghastly, with ex- 
treme debility, and great anxiety : a short cough, 
with hurried respiration and hca\ iiiH' of the chest, 
the pulse 108, and very small, the ixniy of a dirty 
jellow colour. On the follovvin^ (lay, all tlie had 
Hymptoni^ \^ero inrrrn^ifd. hut he was free trom 
pain. On Uh' 9th he h^Mtame insensihlo, and ex- 
pired Jihout t*!' middle of the day. His body was 
taken to liic burial ground of tlie King of EmboiD- 
ma,aiid interred witti such honours as the dispirited 
and much reduced party could bestow, by the side 
of his unfortunate companiomi Cranch and Tudor. 

•Mr. Galwey had taken a ?ery active part in col- 
lecting specimens, and making remarks on the oa- 
Inral products of the counter, and more partictr- 
larly on its geology; but both his journal and hi6 
collections have been lost Tbey had met in dieir 
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progress with a party of slave-dealers, having in 
their possession a negro in fetters, from the Man* 
dingo country. From motives of humanity, and 
with the view of returning this man to hi» friends 
and countij, as well as under the hope that he 
might become useful as thej proceeded, and give 
some account of the regions through which he 
must have passed, as soon as he shoiud be able to 
Bveak a tiiUe English, Captain Tuckey purchased 
this slaTCf and appointee him to att^id Mr. Gal* 
wey; but be was utterly incapable^ itseemsy of 
fiseling either pleasure or eratitude at his release 
from captiTitv ; and when Mr. Galwey was lajien 
ill, he not only abandoned him, but carried off the 
little property he bad with him, no part of which 
was ever recovered. 

After this gloomy recital of tlie mortality which 
betell the officers and naturalibis of the expedition, 
it will \}e the less necessary to bespeak tlie in- 
dulgence of the public in passing judgment on the 
present volume. The Journals of Captain Tuckey 
and Professor Smith, with the collections which 
have reaciied England, aiibrd ample testimony how 
much more might have been expected in less un- 
fortunate circumstances. These Journals will not 
be deemed the less valuable for being the mere 
records of &cts and imf ressions, written down 
without regard to arrangement, the moment they 
occurred and were made. The few General Ob- 
eenrations collected from these Journals, and from 
detadied. notes of Lieutenant Hawkey, Mr. Fit^ 
maurice and Mr. M^Kerrow, have been thrown 
together in order to give a connected, though im« 
perfect, view of that particular part of the coufif*. 
try, aud people visited by the expedition. 

M 
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CHAPTER I. 

The provisions and stores for llir expedition hav- 
mg been all shipped on board the Congo, and the 
Dorothy transport, and the river being free from the 
ice, which had blocked it up for luan)^^ days, the 
two vessels quitted Depltbrd on the IGth of Fe- 
bruary, and proceeded to the Nore, where the 
Congous (Tr w received six months wages in ad- 
vance : and on the following morning (25th) we 
weighed and anchored the same evening in the 
DowDSi where we were detained until the 28th bj 
strong westerly winds. On that day, the wind be- 
ing at N. N. W., we put to eea^ but returning ^to S* 
W. when abreast of Plvmoulb, we were obliged to 
run into the Sound, where we lay for three daja, 
perfectly sheltered by the Breakwater from the 
violence of a S. W, gale. Here we completed the 
Congo's complement, by receiving two marines, 
and entering two seamen, in lieu of as many who 
had deserted at Sheemess tfie same evening on 
which they received their advance. 

On the 5th of March, the wind moderating, 
though still at S. W., we put to sea in the hope of 
being able to beat down the Channel; but the re- 
turn of strong gales ibrccd us into Falmoulli on the 
6th, from whence we again sailed on the 9th, with 

1 
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a fine breeze at N. N. E.; this, however* failed ua 
on reaching the length of Scilly, and was succeed- 
ed by a heavy gale from S. W., with extremely 
thick and dirty weather, such as, at this season, 
renders the navigation of the English channel 
equally disagreeable and dangerous, and whi<^ 
now, by preventing our getting a pilot for Scill^, 
obliged us to run back to Fahnouth. In standing m 

gr &illy , we passed the Bishop and Clerk's rocks at 
e distance of a mile, the sea breaking on them in a 
frightfiil manner ; we also passed close to the Wolf 
rock, on which the sea also broke furiously, but 
without that roaring noise which gave it its name, 
and which formerly warned seamen of their dan- 
ger. On inquiring at Falmouth, I was assured 
that, some years since, the fishermen of Cornwall 
employed all their boats a whole summer in con- 
veying stones to fill up the chasm or hole that caus- 
ed this roaring, which, they allege^^^frightened the 
fish to a great distance. ^ 

During a tedious detention^ of eight days at 
Falmoutn, the winds fluctuated every moment in 
hard squalls, from W. S, W. to N. W., with heavy 
showers of rain, snow, and hail; efiects ascribable 
probably to the local situation of this harbour^ 
which, being placed nearly at the narrowest part 
of the peninsula of Cornwall, and surroundea by 
high lairasi is exposed to the vapours from the At- 
lantic, and from the English and Irish channels ; 
and these being intercepted and condensed by the 
hills, produce those frequent squalls and quicti 
sncceeding showers. ' ^ 

Falmouth is a neat, clean town, built entirely of 
stone found on the spot; its market, which is a 
commodious building of Cornish granite, is ex- 
ceedingly well sujiplied with meat, poultry, butter, 
eggs, and vegetables. The number of meeting- 
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houses indicate the great majority of the inhabi- 
tants to be dissenters. The stranger however is 
most forcibly struck by the strong similarity of 
features in the Falmouth females, which consists 
In plump rounded faces, without much expression^ 
but denoting cheerfulness and placidity of dispo* 
sition, while the bloom of their cheeks sufficienOj 

Erove that the humidity of the dimate is hot un- 
ealthy. 

The wind at length coming to the north, we 
weighed once more, Q19th) and at last cleared the 
Channel, passing Scdly at the distance oC 15 
leagues. On opening the Lizard, we suddenly, 
from a very smooth water, got into a heavy swell 
from N. W ., with a cross sea ; the swell doubtless 
proceeding from the late westerly gales, and the 
cross sea from the meeting of the tides of the two 
channels at the Land's-end, for as we increased 
our distance from the land, the waves subsided*^ 
' and the sea became more regular. 

When abreast of Scilly the wind came to the 
east, and we now found that the transport rolled 
BO heavily going before it, as to he most uncom- 
fortable even to seamen, while the Naturalists be^ 
came most grierouslj sea-sick; in order to reme- 
dy this rolling, as far as was now possible, all the 
lumber stowed in the boats on deck was got out of 
them; but this had little eflect, the cause being 
either in the ship herself or in some vice in the 
stowage of the hold, we were therefoto obliged to 
submit to this discomfort, by whidi we could nei- 
ther take our meals, sleep, walk the deck, or even 
sit down to write with any satisfaction. 

The common gull (^Larus cams) was the ordy 
bird that accompanied us from the Channel, and 
it did not disappear finally i,ltil the 23d, when 
Cape Finisterre, the nearest land, was 200 miles 
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dfetant On the 25th we passed the peiaUel 
this cape, nearly at the same distance. 

We now shaped a course for the west end of 
Madeira, and a pleasant breeze from the N. E* 
impelling us forward 50 to 60 leagues a day, we 
made that island at day-li^ht on the 3l8t, our ap- 
proach to it on the preceding^ days being denoted 
by the wind veering to the west, with frequent 
squalls and showers of rain, and \>\ the numbers of 
loggerhead turtles (Testwlo careKn) seen asleep on 
the surface of the sea^ One of these aniiiiaLs was 
taken up by the Con^o with many clusters of bar- 
nacles adhering to the shell j they ron>i>l( d of twa 
specie?, (he Lepas afiatifcra., and f^cpa^ rnmibranacecu 
The tirst floating mollusca were also seen on ap- 
proaching Madeira, and as the scientific gentle- 
men were now pretty well recovered from their sea 
sickness, and the weather was ^yarra and fair^ 
Fahrenheit's thermometer at nqpi^bei ng 63% the 
tow-net was put overboard, an ffa ilfcted some of 
these animals, all of the VeOMffHKt \ 

PaQsing Madeira to the west at ten kaeues dis- 
tance, we steered for Palma, which, at day-light 
on Uie 2d of April, was in sij^ht ; running along its 
west side at the distance of six leagues, we ob-. 
senred the sammit of the Caldera mountain patched 
with snow. In the afternoon we passt d along the 
west side of Ferro, aibo ixX the distance of six 
leagues. 

As far as the Canaries our route had been very 
barren of any event of interest; we saw^ several 
vessels, but spoke none. Aft er losing our Ene^lish 
gulls, two birds onlv were seen ou the dnv betbro 
maknig Madeira, the one a large bird resembling a 
raven, the other an ash coloured gull. This al- 
most total absence qf sea birds in the Ticinify of 
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Madeira and the Canaries seems the more extraor- 
diiiary, as it may be supposed that the Dezertas, 
S ilvagea, and otlier rocks would afibrd them un- 
disturbed breeding places. 

After passin^^ Madeira the winds wore generally 
irom N. N. E. and N. E.. blowing moderately with 
fair weatfier; the days rather hazy, but the nights 
so britrlit that not a star was hid in the heavens. 
Out route laying to the eastward ot llie islands of 
Cape Verde, the trade wind, as we approached 
the coast of Africa, lost its steadiaess, veering, 
from N. N. E. to N. W. 

On the dth, in latitude 22% longitude lO"" 9 1 the 
being much discoloured, we tried for sound? 
ings, but did not get bottom with 120 ^thorns of 
tine. Cape Cowoeira, the nearest point of Afriea» 
was at this time 32 leagues distant Tlie atmos- 

eiere extreindy liazy, and a large flight of fishin^-^ 
ids was s^HMoth being indications of the vici- > 
nitjr of sounfl^BWere i may observe, that should 
this discolMHiK>f the sea at such a distance 
I'rom the land be a constant circumstance, it may 
serve to guide ships which hav c no means of cor- 
rertins^ their reckonings, and thereby prevent tije 
nhipw recks that so often happen on the coast of the 
Desert in the vicinity of cape Blanco, by their not 
allowing for the easterly current that seems inva- 
riably to set (juite from the English Channel to the 
r':>tiaries, and t[ie effect ol which we found to be, 
m that distance, equal to one degree and a half of 
longitude. 

^ The towing-net was now become tolerably suc<» 
cessfii l, ia^ ngup from time to time various species 
of m(5f^ feu such as Portuguese men of war, 
(tiMKkria physaUs^) VMa muika^ (La Marc)^ 
7%a& AiftiMolfi, (ib.) besideasome testacea, viar* 
the H^jj^mAimio^ with the living animal; many 
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dead shells of the MntHhts spiralis^ Sec. specimens 
of all which were preserved by Mr. Cranch. 

The holothuria made its first appearance on the 
4th instant in latitude 21^ 13', longitude 18° 31', 
temperature of the atmosphere at noon being 68% 
of the surface of the sea 65°. These animals con- 
tinued more or less abundant until past the Cape 
Verde islands, when they entirely disappeared. 
The greatest abundance of them was however on 
the 5th and Bth, when nearest to the coast of 
Africa, where the sea wais perfectly corered with 
them. 

The Congo's decks cmd sides having become ex- 
tveiDelj lecikT, both from the shru^ng of the 
planks with ue beat of the weather, ana also ap- 
parently from imperfect caulkins in the severe 
wMther while she was building, i determined to 
midlor 24 hours in Porto Praya, to ciililk her 
sides, which could not be done/it ; %nd ac- 
cordingly steered for Bonavista. withj^ fresh trade 
atN. E., and the atmosphere ven^ h?fey during the 
day, as it usually is near the Cape Verde islands*. 
On the 8th we passed along the east side of Bona- 
rista, at the distance of four leagues, and at day- 
light on the 9th were at the same distance from the 
west side of Mayo, when we steered for Porto 
Praya, and anchored in the road in the forenoon. 

With the exception of the mollusca, &c. taken 
up by the towing net, our Naturalists had no sub- 
jects to employ themselves on since entering the 
tropic; asuipe fljing fish, {Exoccehis volitam)^ the 
frrst seen, was found dead on the deck the morn- 
ing of making Bona^ista, but neithex w^o lphin^ 
bonito, albicore, diark, or tropic binllajk^vet 
seen. 
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PORTO PRAYA. 

In tKe afternoon I went on shore, accompanied by 
several of the gentlemen, to wait on the Captain- 

feneral of the islands, who now resided at Porto 
'raja. On entering the gateway of the town, for 
gate there was none, we were conducted by a ne- 
gro, to a white-washed house, of tolerably decent 
external appearance, when contrasted with the 
miserable hovels that surround it, and on being an- 
nounced by a ragged sentinel, were ushered up a 
ladder into a large apartment, the rafters, floor, and 
wainscot of which were as rough as they came 
from the sawpit ; without paint, or other decoration, 
save some daubed prints of the Virgin and Saints. 
Here we found the General at dinner with a large 
company, among whom were half a dozen greasy 
monks, wrapped in frieze Tthe thermometer at 84^), 
whose jolly ^gures and clieerful countenances de- 
noted any tiring but abstinence and penance. The 
General's lady, a comely European Portuguese, 
drest a I'Anglaise, was the only female at table,' and 
sat on the nght hand of her husband. Not having 
had any arrivals from Portugal for four months, the 
General was very inquisitive as to the political ap- 
pearances in Europe, and as he spoke tolerable 
French, I was able to satisfy him. 

From hence we were conducted to the house of 
the Governor of the island, who we also found at 
dinner with his wife, several monks, and officers. 
The lady was a half-cast^ and habited a la negresse, 
that is, with nothing but a shift and a petticoat, be- 
ing thflUfiily female. The Governor, who can make 
hinM^ v^y well understood in English, immedi- 
«teiy requested to be employed in procuring the 
refrestm|j^^we required ; at the same time taking 
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great pains to convince us, that he had no interest- 
ed motives in offering his sen ices; to which, oi* 
course, we gave all due credit. Nevertheless, in 
order to avoid the delay I knew he might cause, 
and besides the trifling supplies we required being 
of little moment, I gave him an order for four bul- 
locks, and some pumpions and oranges. This very 
disinterested officer, who wears the uniform and has 
the rank of colonel, is however one of the most 
sturdy beggars I ever met with, and commenced his 
attack on our liberality, by telling the purser, that 
his w ife desired him to ask if he could sell her 
some butter; but adding, that he knew English 
officers never sold, but only made compliment. This 
broad hint was followed up by wishes for porter^ 
cheese, and potatoes ; and the example of the Go- 
vernor was followed by his guests ; one of the offi- 
cers modestly asking mc to sell him a pair of old 
epaulets ; another wished he u>ula get a cocked 
hat; a third, a pair of Engliswhoesf^a fourth, a 
pair of gloves; at the same time piUling a pair out 
of hjs pocket, which he assured us were Etiglish; 
but added, with a sigh, that they were not his ohti, 
having borrowed them from a brother officer for the. 
day. AU these gentlemen expressed themselves in 
very broken English, and indeed there is scarcely 
a person in the town who does not speak enough of 
this language for the purpose of bartering or heg- 

Having taken leave of the Governor, we walked 
over the town, which is situated on a kind of plat- 
form or table land, nearly perpendicular on all 
sides, and quite so towards the bay. ^^ iih the ex- 
ception of half a dozen houses of the chief officers,, 
which are plastered and white-washed, and of tjje 
church, which is without a spire, and externally re- 
sembles a barn, tliis capital of the Cauxi Vcrd^ 
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hslancls consists of three rows of hovels, constructed 
of stones and mud, and thatched with branches of 
the date tree, and chiefly inhabited by negroes. 

The fortifications consist of what is here called a 
fort, but which an engineer would be puzzled to 
describe ; and a line, facing the bay, of sixteen old 
iron guns, within a half demolished parapet wall. 
In a sort of bastion of the fort, the grave of Captain 
Eveleigh is distinguished by a patch of pavement 
of round pebbles. This officer, commanding His 
Majesty's ship Acteon, was mortally wounded in a 
drawn action with a French frigate. On the seve- 
ral high platform points that surround the bay, are 
also mounted some guns, each of these posts being 
guarded by a single negro family. From the im- 
posing appearance of these batteries^ it is, doubtless, 
that the Governor-general expects that all vessels 
will notify their intention of sailing; nor could I 
refrain from a smile, when, after informing me that 
this was a necessary ceremony, even for ships of 
war, he assured me that on hoisting a flag, he would 
immediately make a signal to the batteries to let us 
pass ! perfectly satisfied as 1 was, that the vessels 
might be almost out of sight of the island before a 
gun could be fired. 

The bay of Porto Praya, however, possesses the 
greatest capability of bein^ strongly fortified against 
shipping, and the town might, by a simple wall in 
those places where the sides of the platform are 
not perpendicular, be secured from a coup de main. 
The town must however in this case be supplied 
with water from the rain collected in cisterns. 
There are here no regular European troops, a few 
officers excepted, and the militia ; one of whom may 
be seen standing sentinel every ten yards in the . 
town, perfectly in character with the fortifications, # 
this corps being composed of the most ragged, bare- 



legged, saus-culotte vagabond-looking \% retches 
of all shades of colour, froui the swarthy Eu- 
ropean Portuguese to the Nes^ro of (niinea; and, 
as if it was determiued that there should be oo in- 
coDgniity in anjf part of the military department* 
not one of their muBkets in ten has a lock, and 
many of tbe barrels are lashed to the etocka widi 
rope yarns. 

. From the town we descended by a zif-zagpalli 
to tbe ralley on die left* named «*Vaf de xiiai* 
dad,** over which ar6 scattered some dnstera of 
date tfees {Phamx daetyUfera)^ some rnhnoeas, and 

other spontaneous vegetation ; but the only attempt 

at culti\ alion is near the two wells, which supply 
the town and shipping, where a negro hut is sur- 
rounded by a miserable plantation oi the cotton 
shrub (Gossiphnn herbacemn). There can, however, 
be no aoubt but that the soil oi tliis valley wants 
only wafer to render it fruitful; and it seems equally 
certain, tliat water might be had in sufficient qoan^ 
tity by diggnig wells. The present possessors of 
the island must however change their natures, be- 
fi>re this or any other improvement is edfected» 
Though a species of mimosa grows to a laige siae 
in the most bumt-up spots, and affords a good 
shade, they seem never to have dioogbt of planting 
it in the town, where it would be not only oma- 
Bientalt but highly useful in moderating the exces- 
sive beat, caused by the action of tbe sun on the 
ferruginous sand. 

The wells we now found surrounded by meffo 
washerwomen, whose state of aU but nudity, and 
pendant flaccidity of bosom, seemed to wake our 
untravelled companions from the dreams they had 
indulged in of the sable Venuses which they were 
.to find on the banks of the Congo. 

In the afternoon of the 10th we made a more 
extended excursion; quitting the town» we foUow- 



Digrtized by Googli 



ed Urn mdmssid sommits of the hilk Ihsi hantti 
die vdley df Trinidad, for about three niles, wbeii 
we came to a mean dehpidated bouse, hmngii^ 
orer (he precipitous brow of a piailfiMr&i, which wir 
learnt was one of the Governor General's coontqr 
raidenees* At the foot of the precipice is what 
hike may be called a garden, contaitnlig hsSf a 
dozen cocoa-not trees, some manioc, sweet pota^ 
toes, cotton shrubs, &c. Near tiiis we mieafiared a 
Boabab, (Adamonia digitaia)^ whose trunk, five feet 
from the je^ound, was 21 feet in circumference ; it 
was now without leaves, the branches much re« 
sembling those of the chestnut tree. 

A mile tlirtlier, at the head of a narrow gien, we 
found the negro hamlet of San Feh'ppe, composed 
of a dozen hut«. The bottom of the glen is co- 
vered with huge stones, evidently tumbled from 
the hiite that encloae it ; and from the foot of a 
▼aat mass of rock issues a fine spring, which aenres 
to nourish a little plantation of finiits and Tegeta^ 
blee. < A very large tamarind t^, growine out of 
the crerice of a naked rock, and ue promion of 
fruit on the coooaxnut, banana, and papaa trees, 
where there ia not afoot of soil, jprove that, in this' 
climate, water ie the grand principle of ve|;etatiom 

The negroes who watched the plantation, aivd 
(ended a few cows and sheep, received us with 
much civility, and in return we ^)urchased from 
them a fine milch goat with her kid, and all the 
e^^s they had to dispose of The hut of a poor 
negro slave not luxuriously furnished; wliere 
there are females, a partition oi the branches of the 
date tree encloses a reces*? for their me ; the bed- 
steads are lour upright sticks stuck ia the clay 
floor, with transverse sticks for the bottom, over 
which ia spread a mat or blanket ; a solid wooden 
cheat, serving also for table and concbt a wooden 



mortar to pound tlieir Indian com, a pot to boil 
some gooroB for holding milk and water, and souie 
wooden spoons, form the sum total of furniture and 
' domestic utensils ; the drum made out of a log of 
wood hollowed, and the rude guitar of three strings, 
which are seen in every hut, prove however that 
providence everywhere tempers the wind to the 
shorn lamb,^' and that if it permits human slavery, 
H also bluojls.tfae feelii^ of tho dave, not only to 
the degree of endmoce, but even to lhal #f^4n- 
joying fife undor it» moBt forbidding fona. In wiU 
.j^eaaing the jc^ous son^ and dances of UieMgro^ 
we coidd 8CiUK^,.heb)eye that they anMubjeot to 
^^inomiailtai^ mffipd awiy to receivftAa^Jaabes 
commanded b j a bmtal owneri were we not paitt* 
fully convinced by the indeKUe mackaof the whip 
on their naked bodies. 

The strictest precautions are taken against the 
evasion of fcla\cs on hoard foreign vessels that 
touch here, and particularly by not allowing boats 
of any kind to the uihahilants, the want of which 
gives to the pQJTt tl^ appeaimce of a deserted set- 
tlement. 

The industrious pursuits of the islanders appear 
to he limited by their absolute wants, being con- 
fined to producing the stock and vegetables for 
their consumption, manufactnriny a fitlle sugar 
also. for their own use, and weaving the cotton of 
the island chie^y into shawls for the women. 

As there is scarcely any thing expoited from the 
island, there is no other iqgrese of money, thaD 
what is paid by ships for refreshments, or that 
which is sent ftcni Portotal to pa^ the espaaees of 
the establishment; and this cannot be much if all 
are paid in the same proportion as the Governor, 
who told us that liis salary wab hut ibur dollars a 
day. Possessed by a more industrious people, and 
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better governed, this island mip^t however be made 
highly productive of colonial objects; the sugar 

"^ane is equal to that of the West Indies, the indigo 
plant succeeds perfectly, and the dye it affords for 
their cottons is excellent ; coffee is also produced 
for consumption, and with common industry the 
now burnt-up valleys might be covered with the 
cotton-shrub. Two or three pitiful shops, contain- 
ing the most heterogenous assortment of goods, 
convey the only appearance of domestic commerce; 
in them we observed various kinds of Engli**li cot- 
ton goods and earthen ware ; the other objects, as 
hats, shoes, &c. being of Portuguese fabric. 

Towards the sea shore, where my own obser- 
vations were confined, St. J ago presents the most 
forbidding appearance of sterility, the whole sur- 
face denoting the effect of some mighty convul- 
sion, which piled matter upon matter in what ma^ 
be termed a regular confusion. The two promi- 
nent forms are those of platforms or table lands 
generally cut perpendicular as a wall on one side, 
and level witli the neighbouring land on the other; 
and series of perfectly conical hillocks diminishing 
in size by regular gradation. Besides these, vast 
irregular masses are scattered over the interior of 
the island, forming shapeless mountains, and longr 
serrated outlines. The whole of the elevated 
grounds, which I passed over, are covered with 
loose blocks of stone, basalt, lava, and other vol- 
canic products, and the beds of the numerous tor- 

- rents, which were now quite dry, showed a cover- 
ing of black basaltic sand. With the exception of 
the spring at San Felippe, I did not meet a drop of 
running water, and all the annual plants were so 
burnt up as to be reducible to powder between the 
fingers. The only trees seen here are a few me- 
lancholy dates, useful only by their branches, as 
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their fruit does not come to perfection ; and some 
thinly scattered mimosas, serving only to render 
the general nakedness more apparent The less^ 
regetatkm conraits of about a dozen shrubg^ mi 
irtri^ as well as the mhnosa, the goats bnrwael 
and some herbaceous [rfants, particiilarly a coii<^ 
fjohroioB, which cows the most sttidj qpots, a so^ 
lamm, alotos* an aloe, &c»« '^^^^^"'^90^ 
PiefesBor Sndlb and Mr. Tudor, who emp^feS 
the whole of oer short stay here in a hotanizing 
evcimiento the BMimtwB^ deserihe the interior 
of the island as more plcasingthan the sea shored 
The valleys, as they ascended from the inferior 
region, being well watered by springs forming 
little brooks, and covered with plantations of fruits 
and vegetables; the hills well clothed with grass, 
affording pasture to numerous herds of cattle and 
flocks o^" sheep. The result of Dr. Smith's botani- 
cal researches is thus stated by him.* " The Cape 
de Verde islands, thougli situated nearly in the 
middle of the northern equinoctial zone, and se- 
pttrated only by a dislanoe of 120 leagues from the^ 
hroadcat part of Africa, in their climate and ve^^ 
getation approach nearer to the temperate re^ons 
than to the tronioaL In the opposite coontnes c§ 
Senegambia^ the rains and the hottest season m^; 
rive UM^etfaer, and eontiniie daring the months of 
May, Jane, and July. In the Cape Verde idaadsjr 
on the contrary, the rains do net set in until the\. 
middle of August, (when they are aboat toceasi^ 
in Senegambia,) and continue with intenaissions 

* It may benecetsmy to olitenrs. Unit thosglk Dr. Sniai vn- 
tlenfands and speaks the language with great correctness, he» 

as may be expected in a foreig^ner, doos not write it with equal 
tUcility; hence I have been obliged to put the written observa- 
tions he has furnished me with into a more correct form as to 
mannerjt the matter beiog entirely his owo. 
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until January or Fel^ruary, On our arrival at Porto 
Praya^ the dry season had thereibre commenced 
two months; some of the indigeDOUs trees and 
shrobs had juet lo»t their leaviis, and a few ImA 
put forth new ones; all the perennial plants were 
m mtedy and all the anaaal naaK^ dried up, ^ 
vc^ctatkm heing in themiie 9teteat'lD Jima and 
J luj in the CaDary ifliaadB* 

" in the diy aowan the aiwwqphete of the 
Cape Veide8 is eirtienefy haaud, ibrtbe air being 
heated over the broadest part of Afinca, a great 
capacity for imbibing moisture is thereby acquired^ 
ajid in passing over the sea it ib baturaled to the 
highest point, so that the least diminution of tem« 
perature causes it lo deposite abundant vapour. 
Not only I lie highest point of St. Ja^o, (Pico de 
San Antonio,) which has about 4500 ieet of eleva- 
tion, but also the whole central ridge of hills, 
down to 1400 feet, are usually enveloped in clouds 
from 10 oVlock in the morning* This hauniditj 
clothes the hiUs widi thick paslore grass, cinng lo 
the country a feature entmlgr mdooked for in la 
low a latitude and af so eaiaU an elevation above 
the sea* 

M It is also tfaie motet ataoapbere tbatcaaaefttfaa 
mean temperature of the jiland to be so much leas 
than that of Senegambia. AcMsordina to Hnnbeldft 

new ffcale of mean temperatures, me cunre will in« 

tersecl the latitude of St. Jago at 27° of the centi- 
grade thermometer, (80'' 7' of Fareidieit,) which 
is probably the middle between the iso-thermome- 
ter of the island and of Senegambia, the latter 
being probably not less than 30° centig. (86^ of 
Fahrenheit.) On tho 10th of April the tempera- 
ture of the well in the valley of Trinidad was 25** 
centig. (73'' Fahrenheit,) the well being two or 
three fathoms deep, and the afflux of water con* 
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siderable, as it supplies the whole town. It is pro- 
bable that this is about the mean temperature of 
fhe well throughout the year, and that we shall 
not be far wrong in considering it also as the iso- 
therm, of Uie lower parts of the island.* 

• **Tfae nature of the vegetation is here, as well' 
is every where else, the truest criterion of the cB^' 
Biate. Few of the undonbtedlj indigenous plants 
can be called tropical ; on the contrary, the mm of 
the island is poor in some fiuB^es which occupy 
ku^ portion of tropical vegetationingeneral; socb^ 
htmAumbitmiteVompotikh^MlB it is mwA ridier^ 
in ddien ebirihr 'found in temperate dimales^as^ 
the LaMkB. Fw crfHie plants of the hotter re- 
gions of Africa are found here ; but a much greater 
number of species similar, or allied to, those of the 
temperate extremities of this continent, and of the 
Canary islands in particular. The number of these 
increase in ascend int^ from the low grounds to thfe' 
hills of second inatriiitude, where they are succeed-, 
ed partly by European and partly by other Cana- 
rian plants to the height of 3000 feet, which was 
the greatest elevation 1 reached. 

^St. Jago, though enjoying the genml influence 
of a tropical sun, seems to oe poor in indigenouer 
j^antSySsis indeed usually the case with islands at^ 
any con^erable distance fiom a centinent Bofj 
though nature is not here spontaneously product 
.tire, she has adopted every plant, which has beertf'^ 
brought to the island eitfier by accident or design. 
ThoB tiie most prevalent species are exotic^ and^ 
duefly introduced from the other Portuguese colo-^ 
nies, particularly fiom the Brazik and the Malabar 

* On board the ship in the bay at 2 o^clock in the afternoon, 
thennomfiter WW 70^, while in the town of Porto Praya it 

WM «t Hit MOM tine 84\ 
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coast. The Jatropha curcas^ probably first broQght 
here for its seeds, which afford a good oil, forms 
thickets in the valleys and on the sid^ of the hiils^ 
the Anom tripetah is also common in the same wild 
state, and in similar situations. The Juiticia mala^ 
barica covers all the fields and bottoms of the val- 



direction; ai(if the Coina ocddentaUs is scattered 
amount tiie rocks ronnd Porto Praya. Three spe- 
cies of SfVby the eanariensii being most abundant 
(and eyen more so than in the Canaries) and one 
species of Maha^ also very prevalent, are probably 
from America. 

"The principal indigenous plants in the lower 
region, are a species of Alimosn^ wliich I have 
named gland ulosa ; a Convolvolus^v^liicXi is doubtful, 
and may also be Ameriran; a Zizyphus resembling 
the vulgaris. Spermacace vertialata^ said to be com- 
mon in t lie W est Indies and Africa: Momordica s€>- 
negaknsis, and Cardtospemium hirmtum^ both of Se- 
negal, and Lotus jacobams. In the Iiilly region some 
indigenous plants cover large tracts, resembling, by 
this character o£ aggregation in one place, the 
Tei^tation of temperate climates. A new species 
oiPenniietuin covers all the hills, having no other 
resemblance to tropical grasses, than its height and 
ramified stcSiik ^ Among the many Canarian plants^ 
I looked longp^ifer the family of Etyharida^Boprem^ 
lent in the Canaries; but at the height or about 
1600 feet I at length found the sides of the bills and. 

^3 ^ ^^^^ 

small valleys covered with large bushes of a Tliwna* 

lea, resembling the piscatoria^ but the identity diffi* 
cult to be establistied. A Sideroxylon^ I ^\as told, 
formed tliickets on llie highest mountains, but I saw 
oTily one sterile plant resembling the Mf^ffnulaaa 
ot Madeira. 
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I have, m the following table,* divided the te- 
station ol ^t. Jn<^o into two regions only, and doubt 
if tho plants of the Pico de San Antooio difier suffi* 
eientlj to form a third. 1 must however observe, 
thai a tWQ days excursion, in the dry season, ami in 
one of the least fertile parts of one island only, is bj 
00 means sufficient to establish a physical arrange- 
Ibent of the flora of the islands in general, where 
such diilerence of localities exist as in the burning 
peak of Fogo, and the wooded mountains of the 
island of San Antonio. Indeed , from the little I had 
time to observe, I am convinced that a botanist 
would have his labour well repaid should he give 
a suffieic nl time to the exauiination of the ves:;eta- 
ble reign of theBc jslnnds; nor can I help being 
surprised tf lat no one hwi yet turned his attention 
lowanls them/' 

With respect to the cultivated vegetal>les, Dr. 
Smith observes, **Ctdtivation is only seen in the 
glens or ravines, which are watered by rills from • 
tlie mountains. In the upper and wider part of the 
valley of Trinidad, we first met with plantations of 
Indian com, cassava, sugar cane, j^rum esculenhtm^ 
and pine apples. Cotton and indigo had also been 
fonneriy planted in some spots of the vaHey, but 
being neglected, a few plants run wild are now only 
to be seen» On the sides of the brooks growluxi^ 
Hantly the fig, lemon, orange, papaw, (Jnona friMo,) 
custard apple, (j^nonae^cmui,) tne tamarind, guava, 
plantain, and banana, (Cassia fistula^) and pri( kly 

tear {Cactus opuniia). Near one of the country 
ouses we saw some Ailanthus glwululosa Ximenia 
amcricana^ and a few grape vines. Hesides the date 
palm, wliicli gr<)\\ -^ in abundance in the sands near 
rono Praya, some tall cocoa palms are scattered 

^ Inserted in Professor Smith's JouruaL 
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bare and there, and bear ripe fruit at Uie 
q£ 800 feet above die aea. A single palmyra {Bcl» 
rasfus flabeUiformis) wa8 seeiL 

^ On Borne spots of the elevated mssy hills, roots 
and vegetables are cultivated with great success ; 
we saw no traces of other Ccrcalia than Indian corn, 
but were told that wheat succeeds perfectly when 
sown in the dry plains in the rainy season, as does 
rice in the lowest and wettest grounds ; but the 
i>lands being supplied with corn from America, in 
return for their salt and mules, the indolent iniiabi- 
tants do not think of cultivating either. The in- 
habitants we conversed with were entirely ignorant 
of aoj tree affording dragon's blood, though th^ 
Dractma draco is said to be found in these islands, 
as well as Madeira and the Canaries. 

«^ The deep vallej of St Pomiqgo, on the east side 
of the island, which we saw beneath us from the 
ipifl^mtains, and that of Ribeira on the soutb-west 
^Wf^f^^iNMN^ assured are better watered, more ferr 
ijfMi lili^^ cultivated than that of 




Dr. Smith remarks of the geological features of 
the island, that ^the Cape Verdes, like all the 
African Atlantic islands, are of a sub-marine vol- 
canic origin, and mostly of the basaltic formation. 
Few of them seem to have had super-marine erup- 
tions, and perhaps the cone of Fogo, which rises 
above 7000 feet, and still smokes, is the only one. 
The forms of the four high north-western islands, 
and of Brava, as represented in the charts, lead tp 
the belief that they do not differ essentially in struc- 
ture from the basaltic mountains of St. J ago, and it 
is probable that Mayo is similar to the inferior re«* 
gipn of the latter island* 

. *^ The south-east and south coasts of St. Jago arf ' 
#<i^UQded by steep and often perpendicular roclif 
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cliiTs of a few fathoms in height, from which the 
land rises towards the mountains, in a generally 
flat surface, with a few hills covered by loose firag- 
ments and furrowed with ravines. 

" The valley of Trinidad, the largest and deepest 
ravine in the south side of the island, commences 
at the sandy beach of Porto Pray a, and runs S.S. 
and N. N. E., with its upper extremity bent to the 
£»RE. imtil it is lost in sloping Mils. It is gene- 
rally covered with volcanic fragments. 

The central ridge of hills follows nearly the 
largest diameter of &r island from S. EL to N. W., 
but nearest to the eastern coast, with sloping sides 
to the west, and harin? many steejp basaltic rocks* 
and well watered Taile;p or ravmes to the east 
The peak of St. Antonio rises aboi^e the other 
mountains in an oblique, conical, sharp-pointed 
form, to the height of about 4500 feet. 

** The sea rocks round Porto Pray a expose five 
strata to view ; 1st, or lowest, a conglomerate passing 
into pumice tufa; 2d, pumice; 3d, a thin layer of 
porous basalt ; 4th, rohcmnar basalt: and 5th, or up- 
permost, a basalt-likc subsldncc. ^^ liich from its con- 
centrical and globular lorms, seems to have been 
in a semifluid state. Farther inland, the basaltic 
strata sometimes contain o&Wn and owjtife, and more 
rarely amphtbok. About a league up the valley, on 
its western border, are huge rocks, which cause a 
bending in its direction, sSid which are composed 
of a deep red quartz^ with crystals of feli^r ; about 
two leagues op are found loose masses of laya, the 
cells sometimes empty, sometimes filled with crys- 
tals of muaime. To the west, I observed at some 
distance a discoloured appearance, not uidike a 
lava stream, and not far distant liom some conical 
hills, in the direction of the Peak of Fos^o ; but the 
stinted time did not admit of examiiuug ii these 
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were the vestiges of an eruption. In two or three 
places I met beds ol a compact feltspar, mostly de- 
composed into a white earth. I was also told of a 
bed of shells among some hills, not far distant irom 
the place named Toara, but which the same reaeon 
prevented me from verifjing.'* 

The island appears to be scantily siipplied with 
birds, either as to species or numbers ; those seen 
were three species of falco ; the first a fishing eagle, 
common at Forto Praja ; the second ash-coloured^ 
of a large size, seen only on sbore ; and the third, 
which was shot on shore, nearly resembled the 
sparrow-hawk. The small birds, of which speci- 
mens were shot, were a fine king fisher (/llcedoy, 
verycomnlon; Uie common swlfi (Hinmdo apisj) 
a sparrow dilfering little fi*om the European house 
sparrow; a bird resembling the lark; and a very 
small warbler, the only one that appeared to have 
any song. Some covies of Guinea fowl were seen, 
buL too shy to be shot at ; and the common quail 
was also seen. The greater tropic bird, (^Phaeton 
etherus) breeds in the crevices of the elevated 
rocks near th^ shores, but was not at this time 
numerous. 

Fish are tolerably abundant in the hay, and the 
seine may be hauled with good success, either in a 
sandy cove on the west side of the east point of 
the bay, or on the beach west of the town; the 
latter appearing preferable, the fonneir being sub* 
ject to a sudden rise of surf, when the sea breeze 
l^ows fresh. Of nine species of fish which we 
took, three only were fimiiliar to us, tis. a young 
white sbark, (Squak$ earduuw) barracoota^ or 
barracuda and gray mullet The others- we 
were prevented from examining by a mistake of 
the cabin steward, who (supposing they were 
selected aud put by for the purpose) caused these 
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fpedmeiui to be drest for dii»en Althoagb tbe 
niofit rigid catholics, the iiihabitant9 seem to make 
feh ft veiy small portion of their general food, a 
single boat alone going out to fish in deep water; 
and the few fish we observed on shore were taken 
as we understood l)y hook and line from the rocks. 
The Governor, liowever, on learning that we had 
hauled the seine with success, let us know that it 
was customary to pay him the compliment of a 
dish of fish, which tnrough ignorance we had omit- 
ted. Of crustaceous fish, we only took a prawn 
four inches long, a lew small crabs among the 
rocks, and a species of land crab. The testaceous 
moUusca collected among the rocks were not 
numerous, consisting ot patella^ Imedna^ twrho^ tratMh 
and dead shells of cones. Two species of sea egg 
(cchi/His) were also found on the rocks* 

The insects seen (besides the comnum flj of a 
small size, and neither numerous nor troublesome,) 
were several kinds of grasshoppers {grylU)^ three 
or four species of coleopterous insects, among which 
was a small beetle {Scarabcrus\ and some mothe 
and butterflies. The only reptile seen was the 
common stone lizard. 

Porto Praya has been so often visited by our iia- 
vis^ators, tliat it may be supposed they have left 
little room for new nautieaf observations; the di- 
rections for knowing the bay are indeed so minute 
and various, as to confuse rather than assist a 
stranger; it seems however to have been ibrgottra, 
that one marked and prominent feature is a better 
guide than a number of trivial appearanceSy which 
maf change with the position of the observer. 

It seems to be quite suflicient to inform the navi- 
gator, that the S«E. point of the island is seen as a 
▼eiy long and very low point in coming from the 
north or south ; that to ik^ webt of this point, tliit^e 
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or four tniies, is a bay with a brown sandy beach, 
«k building, and a grove of date (not cocoa-nut)* 
frees ; that this fiist bay must not be mistaken for 
tliatof Porto Praya,a8it8eastpSnt is surrounded by 
rocks that do not always break ; that after passing 
this bay proumay keep along shore .towards Porto 
PrayB within li mile, or in 10 &tfaom8. This last 
bay is first distinguished by a battery of earth or 
brown stones on its west point, off which the sea * 
ahmys breaks to some distance. In standing on, 
round the east point of the bay, (which is safe, and 
should be rounded in seven or eight fathoms, or 
within a cable's length,) the brown sandy beach 
opens, on which is first seen a house or shed, then 
a grove of date (not cocoa-nut) trees, and shortljr 
after the fort itself. 

\\ ith respect to anchorage, it may be proper to 
observe, tliat a large ship should lay well out, and 
near the east shore, in order to ensure her weather- 
ing the west point of the bay, should the wind be 
light, or far to the east, as is often the case. The 
best birth I conceive to be with the flag-staff of the 
fort N.W. by W., the east point of thebay E.S.E. and 
the S.W. point W j3.W. in seren or eiriit fathoms. 
The ground is coarse sand and gmve^ that does 
kiotfaold well; consequently it required a good 
scope of cable to bring the snip up in a fresh sea 
breeze. It is also adriseable to drop a kedge an- 
chor to the west to steady the ship, and keep the 
bower anclior clear, when at times in the forenoon 
the wind is light from the west. 

There is always some surf on tiie beach, so that 
it is proper to have grapnels in the boats goingr on 
sliore. When the surf is highy there is a good iaud- 

• This mistake is made in all the clircctiona for Porto Praya 
Ast I hare seen ; the trees are however sufficiently different- 
in appearance, to render the correction propor. 
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ing place at a rock east of the town, where a path- 
way is seen. It is also very necessary to be cautious 
in carrying sail in boats, the pulls of wind iroQi the 
high lands being Very dangerous, as we experi- 
enced bv tlie oversettinjT of the s^ig, by wliich Lieu- 
tenant Hawkey was nearly drowned. Two other 
boats were also nearly lost in the surf, hy whicli 
unlucky accidents my own watch and lour otliers 
were totally spoiled, causing, in our BituatioOt a 
very serious and irremediable evil. 

Refreshments for a ship^s crew are by no means 
to be procured at Porto Praya on reasonable terms; 
for lean bullock'^ of 250lb. weight they at this time 
expected 40 dollars ; for long-naired African sbeep^ 

4 dollars each ; milch goats^ 2 to 3 dollaro ; pigs 
of dOlb. (a long-legeed and (ong-sided breed), 

5 dollars; large turkeySt U dol&ur each; small 
long-legged fowls, 6 for a doUar* A few Muscovy 
docks were seen in the cowitry, bat no geese. For 
bullocks or sheep, bills or cash are alone taken ; 
but all other stock, as well as fruit and vegetables, 
which usually belong to negroes, may he most ad- 
vantas^eously procured in exchange for a uy articles 
of wearing apparel, or for blankets. Monkeys are 
offered for sale bv every negro, and unless a prolii- 
bition is issued, the seamefi will always fill a ship 
with these mlsc hievous animals. The only species 
here i& the green monkey (Cercoptihecus sabms). 
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^ , CHAPTER IL 

P^uM||e ftom Ptf^o Praya to the Bf onUi of the Zaire. 

flAviNG completed the Congo's caulking in the 
evening of the 10th, I should have quitted Porto 
Pmya the following morning, but it being Holy 
Thursday} conscquentlj a great festival with Ca- 
tholics; aU the iiree inhabitants, drest in their best 
attire, were occupied the whole day in church ce- 
remonieSf which not permitting them to attend to ' 
worldhr conc^emSf we could iSA get our bosiness* 
settlea on shone, and were therefore obliged to de- 
fer sailing until the next day, in the ammoon of 
ifhich w^ again got^to sea. ' 

In compliment to the religion of the place, we 
this morning, it being Good Friday, hoisted the 
colours imli-mast, the iori having done po, and llie 
Portuguese vessels putting themselves lu mourning 
by topping their yards up and down. 

At sunset the Peak oi Fogo was seen nineteen 
leagnes distant. 

A niodrrate trade-wind between N. E. and E.N. 
£. continued until the 18th, when in latitude 74% 
longitude 18^ W., we lost it^ and got into the region 
of Uffht variable biieezes and very sultry weather, 
the thermometer rising in the afternoon to 82** and 
84° ; the temperature of the sea being 80** and 81*; 
during the nights constant faint lightning without 
thunder. Many porpoises (De^hum fihSeaia)^ fly- 
ing fish, and tropie birds were now seen, and^ a 
swallow rested on the yards when 250 miles dis- 
tant firom the land. From the 1 5th to the 1 9th the 
sea represented a continual succession or riplin^, 
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aiid on trying the current with a boat, it ^^ as found 
to set to the S. E., at the rate of three ( jiiarters of 
n mile an hour, nearly agreeing with our chroiiot* 
meters. 

The towing net, which was kept constantly 
overboard, gave us for the first time on the 18tlt, 
great numbers of perfectly diaphanous Crustacea, 
aesembling insects of glass ; they were of four dif> 
ferent species, and conffidered by I>r. Smithy sb 
belonging to ibe genus SevBarm, (La Marck,* p. 
Id6.) We also took a small squalus, of aqiecies 
new to us, and which from the fonn of its teetb 
may be named Squalus serrattis. 

On the 19th the first deluge of rain was expe- 
rienced in a heavy squall li oni N. E', and was the 
commencement ol that succession oi squalls, calms, 
and rains, Avfiich would seem to he entaile<l as an 
everlasting riirse on th^s re^^ion of the Atlantic; iii 
consequence of which, (rom lliis time till we pass- 
ed the meridian of Cape Palmas, our progress was 
exceedingly slow, never exceedii^ 40 miles a day« 
and sometimes making no progress at all. The 
winds, when there were any, were between E,N. 
E. andS. W., bat mostly southerly. Our only amuse- 
ment now was the taking of sharks, all of me wUte 
species (carduarhui)^ except one of the blue (gte* 
cus), and the only one seen during the passage; 
the largest of the former was a nmle, ten net long, 
the latter a female impregnated, seven feet long; 
she was unattended either by pilot-fish or sucking- 
fish, while tlie while sharks had many of both ac- 
companying or attached to them. It was obser^'ed 
of the pilot-fish {Gnstorostem (hictor)^ that they took 
especial care to keep out of the way of the diark's 

* Siouhir cnistaces were taken diiring the rest of Uie passage 
in greater or less numbers until we made the cotitiiieiit of Africa. 
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tnouth, generally plajii^{ orer the hinder part of 
his head. The shark was also observed to lift the 
headdtiove water and seine otgects floeitiiig, with- 
out anj cfaanee of position. One ehaik was seen te 
leap out of £e water aod seiee a email alhkore 
whue it wasiteelf in pursuit of a fljing-fiah. 

The first honitos (oeomter pelamiis) were seen on 
the 26th, in latttode 5^ (SB^ and inany cavally or 
ehipjaek sported after showers of rain, while flocks 
of tropic and other oceanic birds hovered over the 
riplin^ thej caused, in order to seise tlie %iiig 
hsii irjghtened from their element 

On the 26th, in latitude 6"= 16', longitude 13^45', 
the temperature of the sea at the depth of 220 
feet wa^ 64% that ol the sur£ice being H0% and of 
the air 

Since (lie commencement of the rains every ad- 
ditional precaution was taken to goard against the 
effects ^ the damp sultry weather on the people; 
they were aerer exposed to the rain when it could 
be avoided, and when unaToidably wetted^ they 
were oUiged to put on dry clothes as soon as pos- 
sible, occasionally receiving a small glass of spirits 
when shifted. The humiaihr of the air between 
decks was dried npbsflween fieqaent^'firesy and the 
beddii^ often aired. The laite qaantily of water 
I had dipped in the river encMed me to aflford a 
proportion for washing the people's clothes twice 
a week, until now, when the rain water saved by 
awnings was put hy for the purpose. 

From the very i ommencement of the voyage, I 
had much diihcuUy in forcing the observance of 
general regulations for cleanliness, and the conse- 
quent preservation of health on the transport's 
crew; tor the master and mates, [ike the e^enerali- 
ty of merchant seamen, considering ail such regu- 
lations as oseksfiy took no steps to enforce them^ 
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nor could I even get the hammocks hroughi ow 
deck aller our arrival in the warm latitudes, until 
[ had recourse to coercion, and the punishment at 
the ganfi^way of one of the most refractory of the 
crew, which efllectually broke up the confederacy 
that seemed to have been fonned to resist all mj 
orders on this subject. 

The currents, from leaving Porto Praya until in 
latitude 6% longitude 15% set to the south and S. 
E.; they then changed to the N. £. and £. N. 
with various decrees of velocity, from 8 to 40 miles 
a day, and retained this direction unlil'we mad6 
Prince's Island. 

The winds until the 5th of May, when wecrose- 
ed the meridian of Cape Palmas, at the distance 
of 15 leagues h om that Cape, were very light and 
variable, between south audS. W. The greatest 
heat of the atmosphere was Ho m a clear calm at 
2 P. M., Jind the least 74° after heavy rain : the rain 
water as it fell being at 75°. The various trials of 
the temperature of the sea gave between 81° and 
82° at the surface, and 63° to 64° at the depth of 
200 fathoms. A large shoal of the bottle-nose por- 
poise or dolphin of naturalists, {Ddphinm ddphia) 
was seen ; flocks of tropic birds^ and a men* 
o&war birds (Pe&Msm a^^ila) now also accompanied 
our course. It was observed that the former bird 
fishes in the manner of the jeuU« flying low, and 
seizing its prey only at the surmce, and often sitting 
on the water ; while the man-of'war bird soars very 
high, hovers on the wing like the kite, and darts 
perpendicularly on its prey, divin^^ aitej^ and car^ 
rying away, the largest flying-fish into the air/ 

After passing Cape Palmas, the light southeriy 
air was succeeded by moderate breezes Iroin S. JS. 
W. and S. W. with which we stood close hauled 
across the Gulf of Guinea ^ but the strou^; IN. 
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carionlK.pieveQlied our making any southing. The 
u^tbe^, in crossii^ the Gulf^w^ftiwajiB extreme- 
ly cleody^^ij^h frequent drop^ of rauii and much 
less mhsff tiie tbennometer varying between 

ao^ and 7r. ' 

Ma^ 6tb. Until 4ixDe the NatnraUsts were 
obl^gied to content tlMnselves with the amall ani- 
.mats the towing M% aflRirded them, bfit they were 
now gratified by t&e ' captufo i( albicore and 
bonito, many of both being taken by the grains 
and hook. The most apparent distinctive charac- 
ters ol' these two species of UiejScom^er are the fol- 
lowing. T 1 1 e i 1 1 ! J i c o rc ( Scomber thynnm) iias 1 4 . rays 
in the first dorsal iin, 8 small false fins on the back, 
and the same number ou the uiuJ* r side; the dor- 
sal, anal, and false fins are strongly tinned with 
- orange, tfie under part of the sides of the fish 
marked with transverse whitish stripen, the pnlate 
studded with bony points. The foremost dorsal 
fin of the boni to (^c./7e/amt>) has 16 rays, the false 
fins are eight on the back, and only seven beneath. 
Th^ fins have no C0Wtiit» tinge ; the under sides 
nmrked longitudinsJfy'with four l^ack etripesi 
jBJid tfie fialate is quite, smooth. 

If the esteemed tunny-fish of the Mediterranean 
and the albicolse of the^Atlantie be the same spe- 
leiefiy theie seems to be an enormous difference in 
their sizesi. The Wimy-fish arrivii^ at ttie weight 
of 8 to 12 ewt while the largest albicore I have 
ever se^ taken iathe Atlantic weighed but IfiOlbs. 
and the most common weight was between 30 and 
40lbs. and thebejatter were evidently full grown 
fish. ' ' 

On the llthwe liad lull moon, and the same 
day and the next, such heavy rains fell, that I fear- 
ed (he wet season had already sol in to the north 
of the line, we being on this day in 2^ N. and 11* 
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E. By n. rain gauge made on l)oard, we fuunil that, 
on the morning of the 12th, between one and four 
o'clock, the water that fell from tfio heavens was 
equal to 3^ mches. On tliis daj^ died Joseph Bur- 

fess, seamaiif of the Congo ; on opening him, bis 
eath was found lo have been occasioned by a 
disease of the heart caused bj die ancient rap- 
ture of a blood vessel. 

Though the rains lasted but two days, seven of 
the transport's crew were already attacked bj 
fevers, more or less serious, all of whicb were to 
be traced to their sleeping on the wet decks, and 
to the neglect of changing themselves after being 
exposed to the rain during the day. The almost 
inevitable bad consequences of carelessness in 
these respects, may be estimated by the state 
of the thermometer at night in various parts of the 
ship. In the space called betwcco decks, where 
the people slept, it was 88% in my cabin 79^^ or BO*. 
On dock 73° to 77''. The ^reat evaporation from 
the decks, &;c. aft( r rain, being found to lower the 
thermometer a degree or more below the tempe- 
rature of the rain in falling. With respect to my 



their skm, in addition to the other precautionary 
regulations ; and the good effect of these precau- 
tions was fully evinced in the continued good 
health of the crew, one or two only (and these 
were proved to have neglected them^ being slightly 
attacked with symptoms of fever, wnich gave way 
by immediate bleeding, and sentle cathartics. 

Ma^ 14. The bird named booby {Pdecamts nth) 
now frequently settled on the yards in the dusk of 
the evening, and two of them were taken ; the ex- 
ternnl ( liai actcrs of these birds seem by no means 
to aullioi ize their being placed in the genus of Pe- 
Ikau. Oi the two indi^ iduals now taken, the largest 
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nearared IB inches from the point of thf bOl Uy 
the extremity of the taiU and wei||)bed 7 onnees ; 
the plumage a rasty hrown^ deepest and rather 

glossy on the upper side of the wing quill fea- 
thers, the crown ol the head only being ol a dove 
colour, lightest towards the foreliead. The upper 
sides of the w ing quill feathers black, the under side 
a dirty ^v!lite; the bill conical, slightlj curved; 
the nostrils very open, beins^ two wide loiii^itudinal 
slits on the sides of, and about the middle oi the 
upper mandible; the eye a dark brown approach- 
ing to black, surrounded by a circle of minute 
white featliers ; three toes full webbed, the fourth 
toe behind very smalU and quite free ; bill and 
legs black. This specimen on examination peoTed 
to be a full grown male. 

The second specimen, which was found to be a 
young female, was somewhat less than the first; the 
dove colour on the crown of the head was deeper, 
nearly mixing with the general brown ; and the cir- 
cle of minute feathers round the eye was black; it 
differed in no other respects from the male. These 
birds were observed generally in pairs; they fly 
close to the water, with the neck stretched out 
and the tail spread. 

On tlie ii)th. at day-light. Prince's island was in 
sight, bearing S. E. 12 or 14 leagues ; our approach 
to it the preceding day having been denoted by 
great numbers oi fishing birds, apparently diilerent 
species of guUd. 

The swarms of albicore round the ship were now 
such as almost to justify the hyperbole of their ob« 
structing the ship^s way ; and twen^ a day was the 
usual success oi our fishery with book ana line, the 
fijing'fish found within them serving as bait The 
proportion of bonito appeared to be small, not one 
being taken to 10 albicoreb. The iiyin^-fish, in en* 
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deavoiiring to escape from their cruel eneBii^y 
skimmed the sorlace like flights of birds, and it ifas 
observed^ that when they ros^ in the di^ction of 

the wind, they could reach a considerahle distance, 
but whoii a^aiiist tlic wind, they liiopped again al- 
most immediately; when the rise was m an oblique 
direction to the wind, they sometimes described a 
considerable curve, until they got before the wind, 
and this without any assistance from the wines, the 
only movement of these members bciria; ;U tfie mo- 
ment oi their quitting the water, when tliey had lor 
a lew instants a quick fluttering motion. Four dil- 
lerent species of these fish were taken. ^ 

AAer passing Cape Palmas and entering xh(b. 
Gulf of Guinea, the sea appeared of a whitish co-^ 
lour, growing more so until making Princ^^s island^ 
and its luminosity^also increasing, so that at night 
the ship seemed to be sailing in a sea.of iai^lk. hi 
order to discover the cause of these appearances, 
a bag of bunting, the mouth extended by a hoop, 
was kept OTerboard, and in it were collected vast 
numbers of animals of Tarious kinds, particularly 
pellucid SalpcBj with innumerable little crustaceous 
animals of* the Scyllarus genus attached to them, to 
w iiich I think tlte whitisn colour of the water may 
be principally ascribed. Of Cancers^ we reckoned 
thirteen difTerent species, eis^ht having the shape 
of crabs, and five that of shi imps, and none mow 
than a quarte r of an inch in ieiigthj among tliem 
the Cancer fvlgcns was conspicuous. In another 
species (when put into the microscope by candle 
light), the luminous property was observed to be 
in the brain, which, when the animal was at rest, 
resembled a most brilliant amethyst about the size 
ol a' pin's head, and from which, when it 
moved, darted flashes of a brilliant silveiy light. 
Beroes, beautiitll bolothurias, and various gelati** 
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nous animals were also taken up in great numbrrs. 
Indeed the Gull of Guinea appears to be a most 
prolific regfion in these sort ol aninialK; and I have 
no doubt but the marine entomologist would Ijere 
be able to add immensely to (his branch of natural 
historj. As it was found impossible to preserve the 
far greater number of these animals, by reason of 
their delicate oraaQization, the spirit of wine dis- 
solving some, and extracting the colours of others^ 
and as most of them require the aid of a microscope 
to describe them, a great portion of them were lost 
on us, from the want of a person either to describe 
or draw them from that instrument 

Light baffling winds from south to S. W. kept us 
in sight of Prince's island until the Idth, when a 
hard squall from the S. E. brought to our view that 
of St Thomas, which at daj-H^t on the l9thbore 
3* bjr W., distant 19 leagues. We were again 
plagued with light winds for two days offlhis island, 
when another squall li om the S. E. ran us clear of 
it to the west ; but the wind soon returnnig to south, 
and blowing fresh, we were unable to weather it, 
and I thought itad\ iseable to stand off to theW.S.W. 
in the hope of making soviihiiiii;; ;k c oixlingly we 
crossed the line in this course on the 2Jd, and in 
the meridian of 4J*^ E. 

From the time of our making St Thomas, we ex- 
perienced a current settmg to the W. N. W., 
increasing in velocity as we went to the westward, 
until on the line it set 33 miles in 24 hours. Find- 
ing we made little southing, the wind still hanging 
ol^tinately at south, we tacked on the 24th to the 
eastward, and on the 27th passed to the south of St 
Thomas, within dJea^ues, our latitude beinff 0"* IT 
S., so that we hji^d gained but 45 miles souUiing in 
six days, owing to the strong northerly currents* 
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although in this track lh<e latest ehart of tbe Adan-^t 
tic marks a strong southerly current. 

While ill .si<rht of the two islands above-mention- 
ed, the weather was so \ cry eloiidy that we could 
sec iitilc luuic than their outlines. Towards the 
south end of Prince's island are two whitish ra- 
vines : bill nhctlier this colour is from the nature 
of Uic ground, or from tlic excrement of birds (of 
which there are immense nuiabcrs rouiid the 
island) we could not ascertain. St. Thomas, 
which we approached within 7 or 8 miles, appears 
ta be woouf^d up to t)^ summit of w hat is rather 
improperly called the Peak of St Aiiai^ bein^ lit- 
tle cooical, but rather a round topped mountain, of 
the probable ele\ alio:) of 7 or 8000 feet, with a 
gap in the summit. Off the north end, the rock or 
islet named Mom Cacada (significant I suppose of 
lis being covered with the dung of birds), leaves a 
conaiderable open space between it and the main 
island* 

Our chronometers gave the iongitude of the nortt 
end of Prince's island 7*; the variation, by the 

mean of many observations, 21° 22' W. The same 
watch makes the N. W. point of St. 1 hernias ia 
.6'' 31', and Rollc's island. ;U tlic south cntl, in G®44'; 
the variation at this end of the island 22** 7'. 

The winds now csuae on more westerly, hot 
were at the same time so light, that onr pru^^ress 
was most t ire somely slow ; I therefore d( t< i niiin d 
to make the continent, in the hope of fnuliiig land 
and sea breezes in siiore j and accordingly we first 
saw it on the morning of 3d of June, and at noon 
were three leagues off shore in 16 fathoms, lati- 
tude observed 2° 10' S*; the land very low and en- 
tirely covered wiUi wood. 

Ttie atmosphere for the two dtfys before making 
the land, had beqeme so saturated with moisture, 
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thai the hygrometer at noon marked and the 
thennometer stood at 71\ At 7 o'clock in the 
tevening a dew, little less penetratirii:; than rain, 
began to fall, and continued the whole night, with 
feo sensible a degree of cold, that ifistead of melt- 
ing onder an equinoctial son in the lightest cloth* 
iiig, as oor gentlemen expected, they were glad to 
resume theitr wooUens* 

Hie alfoicores which had accompanied us in vast 
shoals to the edge of soundings, and were taken in 
such numbers, mat besides being consumed fresh 
to satiety, tiie crews of both vessels pickled and 
salted several barrels, now entirely disappeared, 
and witli them the sea birds ; the white eolonr of 
tlie water ( hanorcl to the oceanic blue before we 
struck sound ingb, the marine animals much de- 
creased, and the sea lost a great portion of its lu» 
minosity. 

From the 3d to the 8th we were plagued with 
light airs, veering towards midnight to the west as 
fiir as S.W., and baring for an hour or two suffi- 
cient strength to send the ship two or three miles 
aii hour, then again dying away to light airs, m hich 
in the morning veered to south and S.S«£. ; these 
variations bemg the only signs of the mutual re- 
action of the land and sea on the atmosphere } and 
indeed we ej^perienced similar variations morning 
and evening since making Princess island. 

The nature of this part of the coast is doubtless 
the cause of the want of more marked alternate 
breezes from the lajid aud ^ea: here the land is 
very low, and entirely overs^rown vvilh wood, which 
causes the atmosphere over it to preserve nearly 
an equal temperature day and night; this tempe- 
rature by reason of the great evaporation fioju 
the wood (which, as I before observed, saturafrs 
the atmosphere with moisture), seems even £ot the 
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greater part of 24 hours sonle^^ hat less than that 
of the sea ; and hence the ijj^ht breezes that blow 
from the land, or between 8outh and S.£. for 18 
hours of the 24, or from six o^clock in the morninc 
until midnight, when the evaporation having ceased 
for some hours over the land, the temperalure be- 
comes a little higher than that of the sea, and pro- 
duces a short and weak hreeze firom the latter. 

The general range of the thermometer while in 
with the land was at 6 A.M. 71«$ at 2 P.M.73<^ 
jEi)t 9 P.M. 70^ the temperature of the sea at 2 
P. M. 72\ The hygrometer varied during the day 
from 5» to 15*. 

The dredge was put overboard, and brought up 
two or three species of echini^ some small cancri^ 
bits of coraU cVc. While in souiKlifiiis no fish were 
seen, nor any birds except an occasional solitarj 
tropic bird or pair of boobies. 

The loni^ityde ol ilie roast in the latitude of 2° 10' 
S. our chronometers m;ik<^ 9^40', and bv 0 and D 
9° 51'. The bank of soundings streh h< s oil about 
10 leagues from the laud, deepening reguiarij as 
follows. 

FaUioms. 

About 9 miles off shore, 16, oozy sand. 

18 do. 30, brown sand. 

24 do. 47, do.andbrokensheUs. 

28 do. 67, do. 

30 do. no bottom at 120. 
Although we took every advantage of the varia- 
tions of the wind, to stand oiF and in shore, the 
lightness of the breezes, and the daily current of 
fitteen miles to the north and N. N. £. permitting us 
barely to hold our ground, I determined again to 
stand off out of soundings, in the hope of losmg the 
current and getting fresher breezes. In both ree- 

Sects I was, however, disappointed ; for though 
le current became more we^jteily as we went oS 
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shore, its velocity increased at the same time to 30 
and 10 miles a day. The winds still remaining 
very light in the morning Irom S. S. E., and from 
S.S. VV. in the evening, while the transport being 
extremely leeward ly, and both she and the Congo 
sailing very badly in ligbt winds, our progress was 
slower than ever. In this choice of dimcuities I 
again stood in for the land, hoping, that as we were 
now past the low land to the north of Loango, we 
should meet more regular land and sea( breezes. 
We in consequence made the land on the IStfa in 
3"* 24'; thus having gained but 75 miles southing in 
15 dr»ys, by working out of soundings. 

In this most tedious fortnight we found little to 
amuse us ; birds and fishes seemed to have for- 
saken th^s n*^I()ii : a sirifi^Ie swallow or martin be- 
ing the oiilv ohv of tlic former seen ; the towing 
net, however, n^rain nflbrded us abundance of ma- 
riiiD animals, amongst which were many of the pa- 
per nautilus {Arg;onanta sulcata)^ with the living 
animals, which, in contradiction to the opinion of 
the French naturalists, proved to be perfect Octo^ 
pi* When forty leagues from the land, several 
Jdoaling patches of reeds and trees passed us, 
proving, if our chronometers had not shown it, the 
existence of a strong western current The day 
we made the land a dead albatross {Diomedea 
exulans)^ was picked up floating in a putrid state; 
which seems to show that these birds wander 
farther towards the equator than is generally sup- 
posed. The same day a whale (apparently a spe- 
cies of the Physeter, iiitr large humps behind the 
back fin), struck our rudder with his tail in rising, 
and one of these fish rose directly under the Con- 
go; and, according to the expression of those on 

* L'aninwl ^ ui forme cette coquille ne pevt 6tre un poulpe 
lia Marck, Anintaus sans Vertebre»» p. 99. 
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boa«d lier, lifted h«r aliBoeA out of the water. 
These anitnab indeed were now cxtremeij niuac- 
rous. 

This (lay a vessel was seen for the first time 
since leaving Porto i*raya; from her warlike ap- 
pearance and superior sailinj^, vm^ at iw^i sup- 
posed to be a ship of war; but on approachiiijj us 
ehe hoisted English merchant colours, and k( < piiifr 
half gun-shot to windward, we were unable to 
speak her ; nor did she seem to have any desire to 
communicate with us. This .circumstaneef toge- 
' ther with her apparent force and preparation for 
defence) havine 18 guns run out of her between* 
deck ports, wim the tompions oat, left little doubt 
of her being employed in a forced and illicit slare 
trade. Her^ anchor a-cock-bill, and her tacking 
with the yariations of the wind, proved her to be 
working along shore to the south. 

The land and sea breezes, though now more 
regular as to time, (the former setting in about four 
in the morning lioin N. E. to S. E., and the latter 
from two to four in ifie evening from S. W.) were so 
faint and of 8o short duration, that neither afforded 
us a run of more than 1pm miles, while the current 
setting one mile an hour to the north, we remanied 
in sight of Majumba bay until the 24th, anchoring 
whenever we found we lost ground. 

The land to the north of this bay presents an 
imdulating line, Cape Mayumba being the highest 
point, and forming a little hummock. Point Ma* 
tooly, the south point of the baj, also forming a 
hummock, descending gradually to the south into 
a line of low even land. The bight of the bay 
18 also low land, with a saddle hillock in the cen- 
tre of the back ground. The whole of this land 
is covered with wood, but is proved to be inhabit- 
ed by the numerous ^es seen on the »borei and 
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wbich were piobably intended as signab fi>r ns to 
knd. 

^We now,, while at anchor on a sandy bottom, 
took a good number of fish of the Spm» cenos, 

named by the seamen sea-bream, and light-horse- 
mezi, the latU r, irom a reddish protuberance on 
the back of the head (fancifiilly thought to resem- 
ble a helraet); tiiey were taken w ith the hook close 
to the round, and baited witli frc»b pork or their 
own bvers; the largest weighed lUlbs., and though 
rather dry and insipid, were infinitely preferable 
to the alhicoro and bonito with which we had been 
surfeited in the gulf of Guinea. Sea birds had al- 
so entirely disappeared, with the exception of an 
occasional tropic bird, and a few of Mother Carey^s 
chickens (storm petterel.) Numbers of insects of 
the genus Tijpida Wejre taken firom the snr&ce of 
die sea. ^ 

The weather, though now much less damp thui 
when we made the land tn the north, was stiu verj 
hazf , and Ihe cold even increased, the thermomCr 
ter m the day never rising above 73% and felling 
in the night to 67*. As the moon approached the 
loll, the current diminished, and on the 24tfa a 
more favourable sea breeze than we had hitherto 
experienced, carric ci iis along shore until the 
evening, when we niK liored in ten fathoms. The 
land south oi Mayuuiba to 3° 50', has an agreea- 
ble appearance, rising in a series of three or four 
gentle elevations from the sea inland, the farthest 
and highest not deser\ing the nanie of hill; the 
whole covered with wood, except in some spots 
which were bare of wood, and resembled spots of 
burnt-up grass. ' A sandy beach margins the sea, 
which breaks in a surf that must prevent the ac- 
cess of an European boat, unless some of the 
ifttnjr projecting points give shelter to coves whcpre 
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a landing may be effected. The soundings are' 
liere verjr regular, altering about a fathom in a 
mile, and the depth at six miles off shore ten 
iatboms. The bottom is extremelj various, but 
Bftnd predominates, brown, black, white, with 
sometimes quartz pebbles, small lumps of jeliow 
ochre, bits of corals, and fragments of shells of 
the cockle and venus genera. 

Never did lover wait more anxiously for the h6ur 
of assigimtioH uilh his mistress, than we now did 
for that of the usual sol tin*; in of the sea breeze, 
on which alone we found we must depend io lini^h 
this eternal passage tor the land winds were so 
faint as not to render us the smallest service, and 
the currents the day ailer new moon returned with 
increased velocity. 

On the 28th we'had reached the latitude of 4^30*, 
atid found the land we passed from S** 50', more 
picturesque than to the north ; the variety of ele- 
vations being here greater, and the clear spaces 
more numerous ; these we were however now led 
to think the signs of barrenness rather than of fer* 
tility, having, when viewed near,lihe appearance of 
tracts of naked reddish clay. 

We were now opposite to Loans^o bay, the red 
hills on the nortli side of which (lornied by clay of 
the apj)earanee above meiitioned we anchored 
off, in 16 fathoms mud, at about B miles distance. 
The next afternoon, when die sea breeze set in, 
we weighed; but it aa^ain dviuir awiv, wo fonnd 
ourselves carried towards the land hy tlic current, 
and again let go the anchor in 12 fathoms; but be- 
fore the ship brouglit up we were in 8 fathoms on a 
reef of rocks, over which the current ran to the 

N. E. two miles an hour. The south point of the 
bay (Indian Point) bearing S.E. The sea breeze 
freshening! we cut our cable, and leaving the 
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sti:eain anchor behind us, made sail and deepened 
^adually over the rocky bottom until. in 12 . 
latlioms, when it again became sofl and mud. 

This reef is in about latitude 4"* 30' (an observa- 
tion at noon possibly erring 2 or 3 miles, the hor^> 
zon being bad), and it lays seven miles off shore ; 
towards which latter we sounded for three cables 
lengths, and found 7^ fathoms ; nor is it probable 
.that there is much less until near the snore, be- 
tween which and the ship many whales were seeq 
' sporting, and they doubtless would not go into very 
Buoal water. 

The position of Loaago bay is most erroneously 
laid down in the latest charts, the latitude of In- 
dian Point being 4^37' (we were in 4° 39' at noon 
of the 29th, by ffood observation, when the pitch of 
the point hore E. 1 S. true bearing). The descrip- 
tion of the land however in Laurie nnd Whittle's 
chart is sufficiently exact, and particularly so with 
respect to Indian Point, which strongly resembles 
tlie Bill of Portland, but of a greater length. The 
north side of the bay is formed by reddish land of 
moderate elevation, with ravines or fissures resem- 
bling chalky cliffs discoloured by the weather. 
These hish lands descend gradually to the low 
land at we bottom of the bay; Indian Point also 
.&Us gradually towards the south into low land en- 
tirely covered wiUi wood. Here the water was 
first obsenred to have a deep red tinge as if mixed 
with blood, but on being examined in a glass was 
found perlectly colourless ; the bottom however 
seems to account fortius appearance, being a soft 
nind composed of a reddish clay without tfie small- 
esl mixture of sand, and so smooth that it might be 
laid on as paint. The only fish taken since we have 
been ia muddy ground were two toadfi^b (/^ifidon) 
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and several eels, one of which measured in length"* 
4 feet 10 inches, and in circumference 7 inches. 

On the 30th June we anchored In the eyenin|^ 
off Malemha point, in 15 fathoms, and on the morn- 
ing of the 1st, were surprised In* a visit from the 
Imlbok or kii^^s merchant of Malemha, accompa^ 
tned by sererid other negro^entlemen, and a large 
cortege of attendants in an Enropean built feur-oai^ 
ed boat and two canoes, one of which latter pre- 
ceded the bofit to announce the great man, and the 
officer in her introduced hnnseirby letting us know, 
that " he was a gentleman, and his name was Tom 
Liverpool." The first question put by the Maibok 
on Iiis coming on hoard w as ii we wanted slaves;** 
nor conki we for a long time convince him in the 
negative, observino^ timt we were only merchant 
sliips, and particularly li oiu our numerous boats. 
Having at last made him understand the motives 
of the expedition, and informed him that no nation 
hut the Portuguese were now permitted to tn^e in 
slaves ; he very liberally began to abuse the sove- 
reigns of Europe, telling us that he was over-run 
wim captives, whom he would seD at half then' 
value, adding, that the only vessel that had visited 
Malembafor five ^ears was a French ship about a 
year before this time ; and according to him, the 
Fortuguese government had prohibited their sub^ 
jects from trafficking in slaves to the north of Ca- 
benda, where there were now nine vessels bearini:; 
their colours, and one Spaniard. The Mafook 
however acknowledged tliat they sometimes sent 
their boats from Caberida lo Alalemba to procure 
slaves, and indeed we saw an European boat sail- 
ing between the two ports. From the description of 
the vessel hoistin*; Spanish colours at Cabenda, 
there could be no xloutH of her being the ship we 
passed on the IBtk 
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The Mafook finding we did not want slaves, of« 
ifered to supply us with fresh proviaiont ; and as I 
knew we should, iis usual, be obliged to anchor in 
the evening not iar from our present station, I ac- 
cepted his oflfer of sending his boats on shore tat 
that purpose, he himself desiring to remain on board 
for the night with eight of his officers, doubtless in 
the expectation oi having a j^Ioriuub dose oi brandy, 
which in fact they bwillcd uiitii they could noloog* 
er stand. 

The dresses of these gentry were a singular 
medley of European and native costume ; the Ma- 
fook had on a red superfine cloth waistcoat ; his se- 
cretary, an English general's uniform coat on his 
otherwise naked body ; a third a red cloak edged 
with gold lace like a parish beadle's, <kc. &c* The 
native portion of the dress consisted of a piece of 
checked or other cotton cloth folded round the 
waist, and a little apron of the skin of some animalf 
which is a mark of gentility, and as such is not per- 
mitted to be worn by menial attendants* A striped 
worsted cap, or else one of their own manubcture 
and of veiy curious workmanship, on the head, 
completed the useful part of their dress. Their 
ornaments consisted of rings of iron and copper 
on the ankles and wrists, welded on so as not to 
be taken oil ; and many of the copper ones having 
raised figures tolerably executed. This metal we 
understood was abundant in their country. Be- 
sides necklaces of beads, the general neck orna- 
ment was circles or rings of the bristles of the ele- 
phant's tail, called by them morfil, and \vliich seem- 
ed to be multiplied in proportion to the puppyism 
of the wearer, the graver or middle aged m^ hav- 
ing but one or two, while some of the young ones 
had so mmji that tb^y could with difficulty move 
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the head, and reminded ua of our Bond-street 
bloods with ttieir chins hid in an enormous cravat 

All were loaded with fetiches of the most hete- 
rofi^eneous kinds ; bits of shells, horns, stones, 
wood, rags, &c. &c. ; but the most prized seemed 
to be a monkey's bone, to which they paid the 
same w oi*bhip that a j^ood catholic would do to the 
OS sacrum of his patron saint. The master fetiche oi 
the Matbokwas a piece of most indecent seulpture 
representing two men, surrounded by the tips of 
goat's horns, shells, and other rubbish, and slung 
over the shoulder with a belt of the skin of a snake. 

The features of these sculptured figures, instead 
of being Negro, as might be expected, were en- 
tirely E^ptian; the nose aquiline and the forehead 
high. The canoes are of a single tree ; each had 
five ihen, who worked them with long paddles 
standing up. At niglit our visiters were satisfied 
with a sail in the Tween-decks, where thej all 
huddled together, and from which they started at 
dayliglit to liejht their pipes and resume tlieir de- 
votions to the brandy bottle. 

As I had expected, we were obliged to anchor, 
by the faihire of the sea breeze, opposite to Ca- 
berida, from whence, in the forenoon, a boat came 
oft with another cargo of gentlemen ; but, as I had 
been quite sufficiently plagued by my Malemba 
guests, I excused myself from not bein|^ able to 
receive them on board $ the sea breeze bemg about 
to set in, and as there was no appearance of the 
Malemba boat bringing off the stock, I, much 
against their inclination, sent off my visiters in this 
boat 

The information we picked up respecting the 

coast from Loans^o Bay to the mouth of the Zaire, 
proved, as we expected, thai it is very erroneous- 
ly laid dcm u in the most recent charts. The only 



Digitized by Google 



mer betireen Indira Point and Cabenda is tbe 
Loango-LomH^ and is that marked in die eliarts 
by the name of Kacongo^ being, by dnr observa- 
tions when at anchor nearly opposite to it, 5** 17*. 
Its opening is between two high lands, and appears 
to be wide and clear. The country is divided into 
petty sovereignties, tributary to the king of Loan- 
go ; the northernmost of tliese states, after passing 
Laongo bay, is named Boal, to which succeeds 
Makongo, of which Malemba is the port; then that 
of N'Goy, whose port is Cabenda, and which ex« 
tends along the north side of the entrance of the 
river Congo. The king of Makongo, or Malemba, 
resi vies inland at a town named Chingele (evidently 
the Kinhele of the charts,) but which is nol situated 
on a river. From our visiters I procured a voca- 
bulary of their language; they all speaking Eng- 
lish to be perfectly understood, and several of them 
French still more correctly. 

While at anchor this day, I sent two boats in 
shore to look for the bank of Bele, said by Grand 
Pre to be situated southwest of Malemba, and 
which, according to him, shoals suddenly from seven 
fathoms. The boats, however, could not find any 
bank, but, on the contrary, the water shoaled very 
regulirly from where the ship was anchored in 15 
£itboms to 5 fathoms within about three miles of 
the shore, all soft muddy bottom. One of the na* 
tives on board assured us that he had been on the 
bank in question, with Mr, Maxwell, and that it 
lies within a short distance of the shove, and nearer 
to Malc^mba than Cabenda. 

Having weighed with a tolerable sea breese, we 
were enabled to stand alone shore until eight in the 
evening, when being in 8 fathoms, the anchor was 
let go, and the current was found running N. N. W. 
1; mile an hour; an officer being sent in shore to 
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Boontl, reported thai the water shoaled very gra- 
duailj lo three fathoms within half a mile of the 
shore* near to which is a lengthened ree^ with the 
sea breaking violently, hut which seems to shelter 
ibie beach witfain it, and thereby aflfords landing to 
boats. 

The coast from 4^ 5tf is moderately devated, 
forming reddish my cliA, similar to those near 
Loango bay ; until past Cabenda, when the coasl 
descends to low land covered with wood, (appa- 
rently the mangrove) and our view this day termi- 
natrd on the Red Point ot the charts, (Cliabaroca 
poiiit of the natives) which they infonned us wa^ 
the entrance of a little rivef. 
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CHAPTER m. 

4 

PlHSSge tip the Kiver to the |lac6 where the Congo wmlefty mA 
from whence they proceeded io the doahie*boale. 

r 

As we were now approaching the scene of action^ 
1 thought it right to issue to the Officers and Natu- 
ralists the following memorandum of regulatiooi 
ibr our conduct while in the country. 

^ Although it is impossible to foresee all the ctr- 
GumstaDces which, in the progress of the ezpedi* 
tiooy may call for the exertion of the utmost pru- 
dence and presence of mind in those who maj 
faave intercourse with the natives; neyerthelm 
the following observations are oflfered, with the cer^ 
tainty that an attention to them will be the meana 
et avoiding the ill effects, which may as certidnly 
be expected from a different line of cnxiduct to that 
which they recommend. 

** Tliou^h we are not to expect to find in the na- 
tives oi' Aliica, even in tlie most remote region, 
that state of savage nature which marks the peo- 
ple of odirr newly discovered rouiiLries, with 
whom the iinpulso of the moment is the only prin- 
ciple of action, it is nevertheless highly necessa** 
ry to be guarded in our intercourse with them ; 
that, by showing we are prepared to resist aggres- 
sion, we may leave no hope of success, or no in- 
ducement to commit it. 

^ In doing this, it is, however, by no means ne<> 
ces^ary to exhibit marked appearance of suspi- 
cion, wliieh would probably only ^serve Io induce 
the hostiUty it seemed to fear; it is, on flie.mi!- 
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trary, easy to combine the show of being guarded, 
with marks of the greatest confidence. 

" In the event of the absolute necessity of re» 

pelling hostility for self-preservation, it will cer- 
tainly be more consonant to humanity, and periiaps 
more eflectual in striking terror, that the first guns 
tired be only loaded with small shot. 

" Although we may expect to find the idea of 
property fully known to all the people we shall 
have intercourse with, it is not to hv llic less ex- 
pected that tliey will be addicted to theft, the pu- 
nishment of which in savages has been one of the 
most frequent causes of the unhappy catastrophes 
that have befallen navigators ; it is therefore ur- 
gently advised, not to expose any thing unneces- 
sarily to the view of the natives, or to leave any 
object in their way that may tempt their avidity, 
' ^ In the distribution of such presents as may be 
intrusted to those going on shore, great caution is 
requisite to ascertain tne rank of the persons, to 
whom they are given, and to proportion the value 
accordingly, in order, as much as pobsible, to 
prevent jealousies. 

"A great cause of the disputes of navigators 
with uncivilized people is in tniauthorized freedoms 
with their females ; and hence every species of 
curiosity or familinrity ^\^tli them, which may 
create jealousy in tlie men. is to be strictly avoid- 
ed ; taking it ibr granted, that, in a state of socie- 
ty where the favours of the women are ccMisidered 
as a saleable or transferable commodity by the 
men, the latter will be the first to offer them. 

^ As one of the objects of the expedition is to 
view, and describe manners, it will be highly im- 
proper to interrupt, io any manner, the ceremonies 
of the natives, however they may shock humanity 
or create disgust ; and it is equally necessary, in 
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the pursuits of the different NaturaiistB, to avoid 
oflfending the superstitions of the natives in any of 
their venerated objects. Hence, in inhahitea or 
enclosed places appearing to be property, per- 
mission should be first nought to cut down trees 
(particularlj fruit-bearing ones,) which, as well as 
animals, are often held sacred. When no super- 
stitious motive interferes, a few beads will, proba- 
bly, always purchase the required permission. 

"As it is probable that the different pursuits of 
the scientific gentlemen may be as well carried on 
in company as if separated, it is tiierefore strongly 
recommended to them to keep together as much as 
possible for their mutual support and safety. 
Should they however think proper to separate in 
their excursions, it is to be understood that the 
two or three marines, who will always be appointed 
to acroiiipany them, are to remain with the gentle- 
man having the direction on leaving the vessel ; 
and, in order to avoid the possibility of any dispute 
£or precedence in this last respect, the succession 
in which the Lords of the Admiralty have given 
:me the names of the scientific gentlemen, is to be 
considered as the established rule, viz. Mr. Profes- 
sor Smith, Mr. Tudor, Mr. Cranch ; and when it 
be thooeht necessary to send a midshipman or other 
petty officer to command the escort which may ac- 
company die naturalists, he is strictly directed to 
comply with the wishes of the gentleman having 
the direction of the excursion, as far as Us ideas of 
safety will authorise. 

" The health of the persons accompanying the 
lUituralists in their excursions will of course be a 
particular object with those gentlemen, by taking 
care not to expose them unnecessarily to the sun 
in the hottest lK>urs of the day, or to the rain, if 

7 
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shelter can be had, and by carryiug them as Utile 
as possible mto swampy tracts. 

^Itis most particolarly enjoined to every person 
who may be on shore to return on board) as soon 
as possible) on seeing the signal for the purpose*^ 

The scantineiA and short duration of Uae sea 
breezes and the current kept us nearly statiooaij, 
until thedth, when in the aftemoonafredi seebreeze 
sprung up at W*S.W. with which we stood to the 
south, and soon shoaled our water from 22 to 13 
fiithoms, whidi depth we carried without altera- 
tion until 8 o'clock, when we deepened to 18 
thorns, and the next cast had no ground with 150 
fathoms of line; whence it was evident we were 
in the deep channel of the river Congo or Zaire, 
and thus had overshot my intention, which was, in 
consequence of tlie expected velocity of the stream, 
to anchor on the edge of the bank, and take the 
next sea breeze to cross it. We had now however 
no alternative but to stand on, and the breeze last- 
ing tor near an hour, carried us across the fathom- 
less channel, and we struck soundings in 23 fathoms 
on this side, as suddenly as we had lost them on 
the other ; the wind at the same time foiling, we 
anchored in that depth, and found no current 
whatever ; indeed in the deep channel of the river 
it must have been insignificant, in comparison witii 
what we had been led to expect, certainly not 
above two miles an hour. 

At dayliffht of the 6Ui we ibiAid Cape Padnm 
bearing S. b. E. i and Shark Pouit S. £. i S. ; the 
latitude at noon in the same situation being 5'. 
At noon weighed with a pretty fresli sea breeze, 
and ran in for the land between the above points, 
until within half a mile of the shore, when we had 
20 iathoms water. We then bore up towards 
SbarkPoint, and immediately loafi soundings, nor 



C AFT AIN TOOKRrS NAEftATIVS. ] 35 



did we agitii get betloiii with the h«nd lead uiitO 
it suddenlj stnick the ground in 5 fetbonB; the 
anchor with the ebain caUe was immediately let 
eoy hat finding the ship did not bring up, and was 
driftiiy from the huoy, I conclttded the ehiun had 
snapped, aiid directed another anchor to be let go ; 
hot before this was done the ship was in 36 fa- 
thoms and still drifting; both the chain and CcMe 
were now veered away, and she at last brought 
up; but fearing she would again go adrift, the kedge 
anchor, backed by a smaller one, was run out. The 
Congo sloop, which had let go her anchor in 4 
fathoms, also drove, and fell alongside of us, but 
without any other ill consequence than the Iob«< of 
her anchor and ( ablo. which, by some mismanage- 
ment, was suffered to run out end ibrend. When 
the ship had brought up we ibund that she tailed 
on a mud bank with but 7 fathoms, while under 
the chains was 14, and under the bows 36. Where 
we first let go the anchor in 4i fathoms, there was 
no current whateTer* but at the place to w hich we 
bad drifted it ran 2^ miles an hour to the N.N.W.^ 
but it was herte also considerably afiected by a 
twelve hours tide, being almost still water at 6 
o^cloc^intbe evening and 6 the next morning. 

On heaving up the chain we Afnnd that the an- 
chor had brcKen at the crown. In the fiirenoon, 
vrhile waiting for the sea breeze, the Mafookot 
Shark Point came oh board with half a dozen ol 
his myrmidons, and though the most ragged, dirty 
looking wretch that can be well conceived, he ex- 
pected as much respect as a prince ; first complain- 
ing that the side ropes were not proper for a per- 
son of his quality (they were only covered with 
canvass) ; then insisting on a chair and cushion on 
the quarter deck ; with the latter of which being 
unatde to complyf he was satistied with spreading 
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an ensign orii^the fonner. Seating hioifielf at the 
taflerely he certainly made a very grotesque ap- 
pearance, having a most tattered pelisge of red 
velvet, edged with sold lace, on his naked car- 
cass, a green silk imuMrella spread over his head, 
though Uie sun was completely obecuifed, and his 
stick of office headed with sihrer in the other hand* 
It being our break&st hour, he notified his desire 
to be asked into the cabin, to partake of our meal ; 
but he smelt so oflfensively, and was moreover so 
covered with a cutaneous disorder, that my polite- 
ness gave way to my stomach, and he was obliged, 
though with great sulkiness, to coiilent himself on 
deck. Tobnne^him into s^ood fnnnour, 1 however 
pahited liiin with one ivr l, aiid gave him a plen- 
tiful allowance of brandy. He seemed indeed to 
have no other object in coming on board than to 
get a few glasses of this liquor, wliit h l\c rrlished 
so well that he staid on board all iiic^ht and ihv five 
IbUowing days. From him we learnt that there 
were three sctiooners and four pinnaces (all Por- 
tuguese) at Embomma, procuring slaves. He al* 
so affirmed that the transport could not, at this 
season, ascend higher than the tall trees, on ac- 
count of the little water in the channel. 

At 2 P. M. of the ttth, a fresh sea breeze coming 
in, we weighed, but the moment the ship came 
abreast of Shark Point, she was taken by the 
current and swept right round ; with difficill^ her 
head Was*again got the ri^t way, and she rounded 
the point in ii-mthoms. We then stood on S« S. E. 
by compass, carrying a regular depth of 7 and 8 
fathoms for about 2 miles, M'heu iijidiiig her go 
astern, blowing afresh breeze with all the studding 
sails set, let go the anchor in 8 fatiioms, and veered 
30 fathoms of chain. Shark Point bearing \V . b. 
S. about 2 miles. At 8 o'clock, found the $hip 
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«1 riving, and that through the neglect of the men 
attending the lead ; she was already in 16 fathoms, 
and the sea breeae beii^ still freah, we loosed and 
set all the aailst ^nd let go another anchor^ whidi 
brought her up* During the ni^ht the wind re- 
mamd l^ht at S. W., and the ship was steered a0 
if under waj, though riding taught with all sail set 
The Congo, without diScuUj, went over the cur^ 
raut, and might have run up to die Tall trees, had 
• hersignalnot been made lo come to, and she ac- 
cordingly ancbofed opposite Sherwood's Creek. 

At four o^clock this afternoon, a schooner ap- 
peared off the point, hoisted Spanisli colours, aiid 
hred a gun ; alter laying to for some time, she hoist- 
ed the royal column of Spain, lii cd a shot, which 
lell near the transport, and ran in and anchored. 
A boat was immediatrly ^-erit Troni her to ask what 
we were, and on l>eing intbnaed, they made some 
excuse for firiuii; the shot, intended, as they Kaid, 
to assure the colours; their vessel, by their ac- 
count, was from the Havana ibr slaves ; but it 
was perfectly evident, from their answers to mj 
questions, that she was Uticitly employed in this 
trade, and prepared to carry it on bjr force, beii^ 
armed with 1% guns, and full of men : this was 
indeed put out of doubt on the return ef her boat, 
on boara, by her ^ettins under way and again 
running out of the river ^ dpubtless from apprenen- 
sion of the sloop of war,^ which they were told was 
gone up the river. Thb vessel was destined to 
take 00*320 slaves*; her burden being 180 Spanish 
tons. 

The Seabreeze setting in fresh at 2 P. iM. on the 
9th, and tinding the ship under all sail go ahead 
ot lier anchor, we weighed, ]>iit, thonsrh iUc cur- 
rent was running scarcely ihiea miles an hour, 
^e at hr&t barely stemmed it, and soon went 
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astern ; deepening the water so rapidly, that find- 
ing we should be out of soundings before we could 
bring up, I had no alternative but to run out again 
and try to anchor under Shark Point; but so little 
effect had the sails, even when going with the cur- 
rent, that she drifted bodily on the Moena Moesa 
bank, on which 1 was just about to let the an^ 
jchor in 7 fathoBis, when the BM Iweeae MMU&g 
suddenly and providentially very strong, we gotfair 
to etay, and a^ain Just fetched Shark Poiot, wkere 
the wind again fiuied, and we were driven round 
by the current, and again obliged to stand out. 
Tpewind however once more ft^sheningtV^MBp^ 
sett after making a riiort tack oC we strewhed iit/ 
and were fertunateenoii^atTo^elock togettoan 
anchor under Shade Pomt in 4i fathoms; an at% 
tempt, which I should have considered highly im^ 
prudent had I not examined the bank, and taken 
accurate remarks; nor indeed had I any other 
alternative but that of finding myself oll'Cabenda 
in the morning had I kept to sea. 

The three succeeding days, there beirig either 
no sea breeze, or only such as was too weaTk to at- 
tempt any tiling with our brute of a transport, we 
wefe obliged to remain at anchor, rollini^ gunnel 
in, from the ground swell on the bank ; consoling 
ourselves however that, of the three evils which 
threatened us, we had escaped the two worst, 
either beinf obliged to anchor on the Maaea bank, 
or being dnven by the current to the noribwaidf 
Grod knows where. - t 

Our Shark Point visiters were now succeeded hf ^ 
the Mafook of Market Point and a genikmm 6rou^ 
Eoribomma^ who told us he was sent by theGreat 
Mafeok of that place to accompany us up the river^ 
in order that no accident shooHl happen to us ; and 
though I would very gladly Imve fimgone the 
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pleasure of their company, I could not reiiiBe re** 
ceiving thmn on board. I however endeavoured to 
make them dearlj understand that thej Vere not 
lo expect the same attenticms en l>oard a Kmi^$ ikf 
(I was sorry to be obliged to disgrace the name bj 
appljiBg it to. the detestable transport), wlttch they 
had been ufied to receive irom sUtre tiadera ; and 
t|ie unifbrms of the officera^ and the mariivesi 
aeemed to give them ifae proper feeling of our con* 
seooence. 

.Several of Ifae Sonio men who came on kMrd 
were Christians after the Portuguese fashion, 

haviniGf been converted by missionaries of that na- 
tion ; and one of them was even qualitied to lead 
his tellow negroes into the path oi salvation, as ap- 
peared from a diploma with which lie was furnish- 
ed. This man aiid aiiother o( the Christians had 
been taught to write their own names and that of 
Saint Antonio, and could also read the Romish 
iitany in Latin. All these converts were loaded with 
crucifixes, and satchels containing the pretended 
relies of saints, certainly of equal eiHcacy with the 
monkey's bone of their pagan brethren ; of this 
we had a eonrincmg proof in each vociieratii^ in^ 
vocations to their respective patxons, to send us a 
strong wind ; neither the fetiche or Saint Antonio ' 
having oondeaimded to hear their prayers. The 
Oiiriatian priest was however sottiewbat idose in 
his practical moraMtj, bmng, as he assored ns, 
one wife and five concabioes ; and added, that St 
Peter» in confining him to cm wife, did not prohibit 
his soiacmg himself with as many handmaids as he 
could manage. All our visiters, whether Christians 
or idolaters, had tigurcs raised on their skins, in 
«cicatrices, and had also the two upper front teeth 
filed away on the near sides, so as to form a large 
opening, into which they stuck their pip^^f ^d. 



^ki^ is 80 peHectly adapted to the purpose, thai 
|jthouffht it expressly fonned for itr until oniiH; 
quiry J learned, that, as well as the raised figurest 
mi^ipeskiii, it was merely ornamental, and priocir 
pallj done with the idea of rendedng themselves 
agreeable to die women, who, it seems, estimati^ 
a man's heautj bj th^ wideness of thos cavityi 
wiuch io some mea0ared near an inch, the whole 
of the teeth, and particularly the two front oaem^ 
being enormously broad, and very white. — 

OurSonio visiters were almost without exception 
sulk) looking vagaboiids, dirty, swarmini^ with lice, 
and scaled over with the itch, all strong symptoms 
of their having been civilized hy the Poriugueae, 
and in their appearance and manners forming a 
striking contrast, not unimportant to the study of 
national manners, to our Malembo guests, who 
were cheerful, clean, drest even to foppishness, 
and choqutd their glasses with us ; in short, quite 
sentlemen a la FrcmeaUe^ the nation with which thejE 
Eaye had most intercourse. Some cftnoes brought 
on board a few pigs, £oats, fowls and eg^s, for sale, 
but the prices they asked were so exorbitant, that 
fgr fear of spoiUng the market up the river by their 
reports of our fiicuity, I confined Hiyself to the jm^ 
chase af a few fowls and eggs. The value toey 
here set on the diflferent artides for barter was by, 
m> means in the proportion of their respective 
l^glish prices; for an empty bottle, alookingp. 
fflass, or Knife, invoiced at 3d, we got a full grown 
fowl, while for a bunch of beads that cost 2s. lOd. 
they odered but two ; and (or a small goat, ihey 
wanted four fathoms of blue baft. We however 
purchased for a mere trifle, a fresh water turtle 
weighing 40lb., which, when drest, we found eguaJi 
to the green turtle. 

The ijxethod of closing a baigain, and givk^ .a 



cAFTAiif mean nabrahve. ut 



receipt, hy the buyer and seller breaking a Made 
of grass or a leaf between them, and until this cere- 
mony is performed^ no bargain is legally conclude 
ed, thougn the parties mar nave possession of each 
other's goods $ this we only learned by experience, 
for having bought, and, as we thought, paid for a 
couple oi fowls, they were immediately slaughtered 
for dinner, but the owner taking advantage of th<> 
omission of the ceremony, pretended that he had 
not concluded the barsrain. and insisted on another 
glass, which we were obliged to give him, but pro- 
fited by the lesson. 

Dnrinc; our (breed df Irntion at Sliark Point, the 
Naturalists made some excursions on shore, and 
were gratified in their respective pursuits, particu- 
larly Dr. Smith, who procured many interesting 
plants. Mr. Cranch shot some birds, amon^t 
which were an eagle, an anhinga, several varieties 
of the king fisher, a toukan, and many small birds. 
Near the shore, these gentlemen saw, close to a 
iriace where had been afoe, human skulls and other 
numan bones. Observingthe natives take considera* ' 
ble numbers of fish with nets, we sent two boats to 
haul the seine atdaylight of the 11 th. Onthe outside 
of the point they were entirely unsuccessful, not 
taking a single fish, but on the inside, in one haul, 
thirty large fish were taken, some weighing 6011 )S ; 
these were all ot one kind, of the Sparus genus, arid 
named Fe/a hy the natives. They were found to 
be excellent in taste and firmness, much resem- 
hhu^ the cod. The only other species taken were 
a single large cat fish (jAjphius) and a iiew small 
mullets. 

July 1 2. I now determined to lose no more time 
in the attempt to get the transport up the river, but 
to extricate myself firom this exquisitely tantaliz- 
ing situation by the immediate transhipment of the 

8 
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inroTi^ions and stores to- the Congo ; fbr which pur- 
pose the double boats^ and aU Ihe ship's boats^ 
were hoisted out, on the evening of the 12th, and 
ihe double boats being pot togtether And rigged^ 
the whole were next morning leaded ; when ther^ 
fore the sea breeze set in at two oVlock in the a& 
temoon, I took my leave of the transport, with the 
Naturalists, leaving the master and purser to see 
her discharged, or get her up the river if an oppor- 
tunity ode red. I had now the satisfaction to find 
the double boats answer my best enpectations in 
their fitness for this serv ice ; for tliougn the breeze 
was very Hc:ht, and the current running round 
Shark Point lliree miles an hour, they without dif- 
ficulty doubled this, to us more redoubtable pro- 
montory than that ot Good Hope to our early navi- 

SLtors, and in two hours and a half we reached 
e Congo sloop, laying about ten miles from the 
point. 

The birth she occupied I found was- about half 
a mile from the south shore, nearly opposite Sher- 
wood's creek, (Fuma of the natives). The cur- 
rent here at its maximum ran 3| miles an hour, but 

was subject to very great irregularities, apparently 
from the combined effects of a regular tide, and of 
eddies formed by the points of land or banks.^ 
These effects were frequently so great as to en- 
tirely overcome the stream, and create perfect 
slack water of various duriitioii troin half an iiour 
to five minutes. The rise and fail of tide by the 
«hore, as marked on the roots of the mangrove, 
was 2^ feet. The water tlius high is too brackish 
for use, and though perfectly colourless in a glass, 
has the same red appearance as we remarked off 
Cabenda. 

Hitherto the river has presented no appefitrance 
to iiie^p^ the idea of magnitude equal to that of a 
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liver of the first class $ uxiless we were iDdeed to 
consider the estuary farmed between the Soiiio 
and Moena Mazea shorCf as the absolute embou- 
cbure of the rirer, than which certainly nothhig 
would be more erroneous; the true inouth of the 
river being at Fathomless Points where it b not 
tbree miles in breadth; and allowing the mean 
depth to be 40 fiithoms^ and the mean velocity of 
the stream 4i miles an hour, it will be evident that 
the calculated volume of water carried to the sea 
has been greatly exaggerated. 

The peninsula of Cape Padron and Shark Point, 
which lorms liie south side of the estuary, has been 
evidently formed by the combined depositions of 
the sea and river, the external or sea shore being 
composed of quartzy sand, forming a steep beach; 
4he internal or river side, a deposite of mud over- 
grown with the mangrove ; and both sides of the 
river towards its mouth is of a similar formation, in- 
tersected by numerous creeks, (apparently forming 
Islands) in which the water is perfeedy torpid. 
Tfab mangrove or alluvial tract appears to extend 
tm both shores about seven or eight miles inland, 
where the elevated and primitive soil then occurs, 
and the outline of which is frequently caught from 
the river, through vistas formed by setting fire to 
the mangrove, or over the creeks. This mangro\ p 
tract is entirely impenetrable, the trees growing in 
the water, with the exception of a lew bpotb of 
sandy beach. Small islands have in many places 
been formed by the riirrent, niid doubtless m the 
rainy season, when tlje stream is at its maximum, 
these islands may be entirely separated from the 
banks, and the entwined roots keeping the trees 
together, they will float down the river, and merit 
the name of floating islands. At this season, how- 
ever, fkej are reduced to occasional patches of a 
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few yards oi lirush wood, or reedb, which, gliding; 
gently down the stream, convey the idea of repose 
rather than the rush otja mighty river. 

Lieutenant Hawkey proceeded up the creek op- 
posite to whicli tiie Congo was anchored, and de- 
scribes it as dividing into two branches, one hav- 
ing a direction E. by S. and the other VV. by N., the 
former of which he followed, and foand it ezlreiiie- 
ly tortuous ; after passing twenty reaches Id direc- 
tions almost opposite, he reached the primitive land, 
composed hereof sandy precipitous clifis ; the soil 
in some spots bare, in others covered with wood, 
particularly with the Adansonia or boabab. Here 
we met with the excrement of elephants, tigers^ 
and other animals both herbivorous and carnivo- 
rous ; the skeleton of the head of a wild hog was 
picked up, and an antelope was seen ; on the sandy 
beach close to a pond of stagnant tVesh water were 
many birds, where the river turtle had deposited 
their eggs." 

Many canoes visited the Congo, wilii pigs, goats, 
fowls, and e^gs for sale, but being almost as exor- 
bitant in their demands as at Shark Point, we did 
little business : '^oine trading canoes with 10 to 20 
men in eactu going up and down the river, also stop- 
ped alongside to satisfy their curiosity. Their ge- 
neral cargoes were salt, and palm nuts, from we 
latter of which they extract oil. The salt is pro- 
cured from the north shore, in the district of doo- 
lambemba, near Fathomless Point In one of these 
canoes were also an elephant's tooth and a- boy for 
sale. 

From the natives who were on board we learnt 
that the King of Sonio resides at Banza Sonio, on 
a iinesh water river, the entrance of which is the 

creek marked in Maxwell's chart " RaphaePs 
creek,^^ and that a boat \vouid be twelve hourb 
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nscending to the town, though the current is 
trilling. We also now learnt how the humaii bones 
tame in the place where ihvy were srcn by ihe 
NaturaUbts near Shark Point, and w hich, without 
an explanation, might have led to iIjc supposed 
camiibahsm ol tlie natives; we were however as- 
sured that they were the remains of criminals, w ho 
had 8U^fered for the crime of poisoning* this spot 
being the |jace of execution of a certain district. 
When a common man is convicted of this crime, 
his head is first seyered, and his bodj then burnt ; 
but the punisliment of a culprit of superior rank iS' 
much more barbarous, the members being ampu- 
tated one by one, so as to preserve life, and one 
of each sent to the principal towns of the king- 
dom, to be there burnt. The trial is always by a 
kind of ordeal. 

This afternoon the transport weighed with the 
sea breeze, but bein«: as unmanageable as ever, 
she ran on Shark Point, where she lay half an 
hour, when the tide flowing, she went oil w ithout 
the smallest damage, and by the great exertion of 
the mnf^ter of the Congo, was brought to an anchor 
two miles witliin the point. 

We had now visiters arriving liourly, all of whom 
pretended that they were sent by the Mafook oi 
Embomma, to see the vessels safe up the river, and 
each of these gentlemen assured us that all the 
others were impostors, and only came on board to 
get brandy, so that I had a difficult task to keep 
clear of offending them, and at the same time avoid 
imposition. I however succeeded in getting rid of 
them all, by telling them that they should remain 
onboard until we reached the town, when the 
Mafook would decide who were and who were hot 
impostors, and cioubtless wouki punish the latter. 
jFrom them we learnt that an expr.ess l^ad been sent 
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ii om Cabciida to notify our approach, and tlial on 
this intelligence all the Portuguese veseels at Em- 
bomnia had precipitately left it, and quiUed the 
river, passing us no doubt in the night. 1 had 
however expressly declared to the Maleinba and 
Cabend a people w ho visited us, that I should not 
in any manner interliere with the Blave traders, of 
ivhatever nation they might be. 

The tranahipping the stores and provisioog be* 
ing finislied on the ISth^ the double boats were 
loaded and every thing ready to proo^d up the 
river, but there being only a very laint sea bfeese 
this day, we were 'dallied to continue at anchor. 
The Mafook Sina, or chief king's inerchant of E|n« 
bpmma, came on board this morning, but as I had 
been frequently deceived by gentlemen Mafiwiro, 
I received him so cavalierly that he quitted the 
Congo, and went on board tfie transport, wlierc^ his 
quahty being ackuowledged by several natives 
then on board, he sent back his interpreter afui 
head man to me, and on finding that he was reaiiy 
the person he pretended to bo, I desired the trans- 
port to sahjte him with four ii;i]iis, whirfi mndo up 
for iny first had reception, and he visited me' in the 
afternoon, bringing with him a retinue of twenty 
rascals, all of whom he expected to be gorged with 
brandy ; and us i knew he had great influence at 
Embomma, I endeavoured to gratify even his im- 
moderate wish, and lent him the Congo's jolly boat 
to return to Embomma, and my own boat doak to 
keep him warm. 

The 19th, there being no sea breeze, we conti- 
nued at the same anchorage, but the next ^day 
were more fortunate, and succeeded in getting the 
Congo up abreast of Halcyon island (Zoonga Cam- 
pendi). The banks of the river, along which we 
passed sometimes ^ithui a stone^e throw, are entire- 
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ly covered with mangrove, intersected by creeksi 
the tot of which of any consideration after paed- 
itig Fuma^ is Kai^vemba, (Ailigatof^s poAd of 
Maxwell), which seems to be a lArge expatise of 
water, but according to the natires, goes but a lit- 
tle way inlaDd* The next conaiderable creek ia 
tbat whose entrance contains the three islands 
called by Maxwellf Bonnet, KnoXf and Halcjoh; 
the fiM having its name from a clump of trees, and 
is called hf the natives Zoonga, Casaquoisa; 
KnOx's island the natives deserib^ as a penuisubu 
The eastern part of the entrance of this creek forms 
an excellent little haven, where the Congo was 
now aiK liored, entirely ont ol the stream of the 
river in v latlioms. This inlet, the natives say, 
goes up to the town of r^oocansey, the <!jst;ince 
from the mouth being about three hour& rowing of 
a boat. 

July 21. This morninc; wc sent a party to haul 
ihe seine on one ol the banks which lie close to 
Knox's island, and took great abundance of fish of 
four species ; one being a l^lMrus of a large size, a 
mullet a (^Surmulehis)^ and an old wife, \Balliiies)i 
A brig under Spanish colours, with 12 ^uns and 
50 Aien, cleared out from the Havana, arrived this 
day in the river for slaves ; her noinind mate, but 
T0dl captain (riamed SherWood) atid a number of 
their crew being Enelish and Irishi though pfe* 
tended Americans, left no doabt of her being either 
English or Aitierican property. 

The precariousness of the sea breezes by which 
alone we could get the Congo up the rivei , and the 
necessity of my losing no time in endeaN ouring to 
arrange matters at Embomma, uii'deme determine 
on proceeding thither in the sloop s doubie-boat ; 
and 1 accordingly quitted the Congo with the Na- 
turalistB (except Mr.Grauch, who preferred the 
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accommodations afforded by the Cod^o,) at 4 
oVJock ill the evening, keeping within boat's 
i^gth of the shore; we found no ciirrent until 
reaching the point named Scotsman's Head, where 
it ran 3? miles an hour; and the breeze being very 
weak, we barely stemmed it in the hope of meet- 
ing a Goonter current on the opposite shore, I now^ 
crossed the stream, and it beine dark when we 
reached it, I anchored on one oi the banks in six 
feet, entirely out of the current This evening^ 
sail alon^ the banks was particularly agreeable, 
the lofty mangroves overhanginij^ the boat, and a 
variety of paim trees vibratina; in the breeze ; im- 
mense tlocks of parrots alone broke the si hi ice of 
the woods with their chattering, towarcls sun-set ; 
and we learnt that those birds make a daily journey 
across the river, quitting the northern bank in the 
mornmg to feed in the Indian rorii plantations on 
the south side, and returning in the evening. 

July 22. The shoals and low islands near which 
we anchored are composed of a border of sand 
and clay, with a muddy swamp in the middle, the 
islands being covered with reedy gras^. By the 
natives they are named Monpanga, or look-out. 
They were covered with fishing eagles, terns, white 
herons, and other beach birds, of which several 
were shot, and Dr. Smith collected no fewer tfaAn 
thirty new species of plants. Our bearing at an- 
chor were, west end of Tall Tree island nearly 
shut in with the north shore, west, and the entrance 
of MaxwelTs river, N. E. 

At noon w e IkuI a light breeze from W. S. W. ; 
weighed and raii along the edge of the shoals in 
one and two fathoms : at four, a fresh breeze ; «and 
being past the low roedy islands and shoals, we 
ran along the bank of the mangrove land, nearly 
toucbi^ig the trees in 3 or 4 fathoms until ? o'clock, 
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•faen the darkuMB obliged w lo anchor In 2 
Ibomfl* 

' July 23. At daylight, we fotmd that we haA 
anchored within 20 yards of a dry shoal ; being 
also close to the island named Draper's island by 
Maxwellf and Zoonga Kampenzey or Monkey 
island by the natives ; bearings as entered in yes- 
terday's journal (by mistake). The land, for 
about three miles west of the entrance of Max- 
well's river, is thickly covered with palms inter- 
mixed with the mangrove, and other trees ; and 
here a great quantity of palm wine is made for the 
Embomma market. Hordes of Negroes came 
down to the bank as we passed, and learning that 
we had one of their countrymen on board returning 
from slavery, they greeted us with cheers, afler 
their fashion, and clapping of hands. A great 
quantity of shell fish, of the Mya genus, are taken 
out of the mud round Kampenxey island by th^ 
natives ; and the fish, stuck on wooden skewersi 
as the French do frogs, and half dried, are an ob'^ 
fact of trajie; their state of half putrefii^tion 
beiag entirely to the taste of the negroes. In a raw 
state tfae^are uneataUe, haTiw no flaTpuir of the 
oTster, though confeunded mth that fish by the 
Enfflirii who hsnr? Tinted die rirer. 

At noon, we weighed with a light breeze at SL 
W., and ran along the main bank until opposite the 
entrance of Maxwell's river, when, by tne advice 
of a native on board, we attempted to pass be- 
tween the two easternmost of Draper's islands, but 
found them joined by a bank with ojily 6 feet, 
where deepest ; and keeping too close to the eas- 
tern island we grounded in 2i feet, but shoved the 
boat off without difficulty ; and by sending the gig 
ahead, passed round the shoals through a very 

winding cfaattwl in 2^ 3, and 4 i^ibomi then sm 

9 
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along the south side of Monkey's island of the 
chart (Zoonga Chinganga of the nati\'e8), and the 
islands east of it, in 6,^7, 8, and 9 fathoms. Heie 
we lost the mangrove tract, and the soil became a 
stiff clay, cut into perpendicular low clifls at the 
margin of Ihe river, covered with high reed} grass 
and scattered palm-trees. We passed two Negro 
Villages, and at 7 anchored lidthin a few yards irf* 
the bank ni 8 fathoms. 

July 24. At (la) light, liavinc^ a light breeze at 
S. W.. we wcii^hed and r;ni along the edge of 
Storkinc: inland, composed ( ?is yesterday) of reedy 
grass and lliiftly s( attered palms ; at tin: iueeze 
dying away, am lioi ed in a little covein 9 feet, close 
to tlie Neirro villaire of Peter Mesons^v, whore we 
purchased a lew fowls. Here, in searclnng for 
something in the boaf s cabin, I put mj hand x)n a 
snake coUed up on a bag of clothes; on kiilint^it 
with a cutlass, it proved to Jbe a water snake, and 
apparently not venomous; though the natives as* 
serted that its bite is mortal 

At noon, we weighed with a light westcar^ 
breeze, and crossed the channel named ^ Mam- 
balla river^ (not distinj;uished bj any other name 
than ^ Boat^B channel^ by the natives); the mid* 
die of it is filled with dry shoals, the channels be- 
tween which are very winding, so that we kept the 
gig constantly ahead, and had from J to fathoms 
water until we gained the shore of Farqiiliar's 
•island, where there is 7 and It) tat horns close to the 
bank. I lere we saw the first plantation consisting 
of Indian com about 2 feet high, and tobacco. In 
crossing tlie channel, a hippopotanms was seen, 
and, from the shoahiess of t!»e water, it must hai e 
been walking on the bottom, the head oidy appear- 
ing above the surface* The native* tell us that 
the irregularity of soundings which we found is 
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caused by these animals assembling in a spot and 
making holes with their feel Two women, an old 
and a joung one, oame on board from one of the 
plantations ; ]by their dress and ornaments they 
appeared U> be of a superior class; I therefore 
gave then> some beads and a glass oi rum, which 
they swalloivBd as greedily as the men; antl, in 
retuni, the old iady ofiered, through our interpre- 
ter, to leave the young one on board, pour m'amu- 
ser; a civility which, under existing circumstances, 
I thouglit proper to decline ; though the young lady 
seemed much chagrined at such an insult. k> her 
channsw At 3 o'clock the sea breeze set m fresh, 
and we again crossed the channel ; and at 7 an- 
chored on the bank of the .east end of Stocking 
island in 2 fiithomsi 

Julr25tfa. At daylight we obsenred the Fetiche 
rock bearing W. by S., and the Beacon rock N. E« 
I visited the Fetiche rock, which is a collection of 
masses of the oldest granite, mixed with quartz 
and mica, running into the river perpendicularly, 
and entirely isolated, the land behind it being a 
plain with reedy grass and some corn plantations* 
It ( ompletely commands the passage of the river^ 
beiiii; about 1' mile distant frotii ihe opposite hank. 
Some of the natives on board could not be pre- 
vailed on to accompany me ia,the,boati dreading 
the whirlpools offine rock, as much as the ancients 
did Charybdis; a few very insignificant eddies, 
dose to the rock, were however now the only signs 
that some whirlpools may exist in the rainjr season, 
and the cnrrent, which n^re ran stronger than in 

. any other part of the river, did not exceed 2| miles 
an hour. The prospect of the river from the sum- 
mit of the rock is extensive, hut in no other res- 
pect prepossessing, the hills which bound the view 

• oeing n^U^ed, except a iiew Adansonia, and apj^- 
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rentlj of the same formation as the Fetiche rock. 
Jmi as we reached I he rock, two hippopotauii 
were observed about 100 yards from the shore, 
^ith their heads above the water, snorting in the 
nir ; a ball fired at ihem sent them off. 

On theTenrsiraimit of one of the M^Gonza cheete 
hills, named ringaPs shield in the jchart of Mas- 
-weU, is a very singular pjramidal stone, which hM 
-all the appeamnce of an^arUAcial boildii^, reseaip 
Iblinir a watch tower or alight-homet but is a nala-; 
lal Ulock of looee granite with anodier pendied* 
'•upon it It is'called by the natives Taddi 
or the lightning stone, and is held as an object of 

froat veneration. It was sketched by Lieutenant 
lawkey, and appears lo rise out of the. tircuhu 
summit of the liiU) as uuder. 




At 3, weighed with a fresli sea breeze, and at 6 
anchored opposite the v illage of Lombee, wlicre 
the Fuka or king's merchant resides, who was to 
aeeompany me to the Cheuoo, or king of EdUr 
bomma. 

Simmons, a black man whom I had receiml-at 
Deptford finem Sir H. Popham^s fiag«ship for a pas- 
lage to his country) here first met with some oi his 
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Annily. His father ud brother came od faoud Ibm 
iioof. The transport of jogr ai the meeting wa« 
fflmcn more strongrf eipreBsed bj the father than 
bjrtfaefion, whose European idead» though aoquiniA 
ID Hne 9diool of slavoiy, did not tecni to awrimilafte 
frith thoee of Negro sodetj, and he penisttd in 
iraiTiiig bis Enropean jacket .and Irovrsers; be 
iwweFer went on shore with his fiseiids, and 
ihroughout the night the town resounded with the 
sound oi' the drum and the songs of rejoicing. 
The story ol this man, which I had before never 
thought ol inquiring into, and which was partly re- 
late(l hy his father, adds one blot more to the cha- 
racter of European slave-traders. His lather, who 
is called Mongova Seki, a prince of the blood, and 
counsellor to the king of Einbomma, intrusted him, 
when eight or ten years old, to a Liverpool captain 
of the name of ■ ■ , to be educatea (or accord- 
ing to his expresston to learn to make book) in 
England; but his Gonscientious smirdian iMind it 
less troublesome to hare himtamitto make sugar 
at St Kttte, where he according^ sold him; and 
-from whence be contrived to make his escape and 
get on board an English ship of war, from which he 
. was paid t^on the reduction of the fleet During 
our passage he performed, without any signs of 
impatience or disgu&t, the meiiiai oiilcc of cook's- 
mate. 

July 26th. Lombee is a village of about a hun- 
dred iiuls, and here is held the market of the ban- 
za or kingrV town, no trading operation whatever 
being carried on at the latter; all trading vessels 
also anchor opposite Lom bee. The reason assign- 
ed for the market being held here is, that as a great 
concourse of country people frequent the numcet, 
if any dilute were to anse between tbem and the 
bansa people, the bans «oald run great risk of 
being buimdf and the person of the Cbenoo him* 



self would not Ix^ safe. Mr. Simmons this forenoon 
paid us a visit, in so complete a metamorphosis 
that we could with difficulty recognize our kte 
cook's mate ; his fatiier having dressed him out m 
a silk coat embroidered with sijiver, which seemed 
by its cut to have adorned the person of a stage 
fop in the days of Sir Roger de Coverly ; this piece 
of fioety worn over his own dirty banyan and 
tiowsers; on his head a black gla»ed hat with an 
enonnoas grenadier feather, and asiULsashy which 
I had giyen him, suspendinc a ship's cutlass, finish- 
ed his costume. He was brought to the boat bj 
two slaves in a hammock, an umbrella held ot^ 
his head, preceded by his father and other mem- 
bers of his family, and Ibllovved by a rabble escort 
of 20 muskets. His father's present to me con- 
sisted of a male cjoat, a bunch oi plantains, and a 
duck. I had now no small difficulty in keeping 
sloop from being constantly crammed with visi- 
ters, every Fuka, \\Tiich appears to be a common 
title of honour, having his linguister (linguist), and 
his two or three gentlemen, all etjualljr voracious 
for brandy, and without whom it is impossible he 
•could move a step. ' . 

The market here we found miserably supplied, 
being only able to procure a few fowls, a dosen 
^gg^ some plantains, in exchange for beads, 
that made them come dearer than in a London 
market The staide article of trade here seemed 
•to be salt, in which there were both wholesale and 
retail dealers, the former having 40 or 50 baskets, 
which he sold to the latter by the basket, wlio re- 
tailed it to the consumer by the handful, two haud- 
fuls for a money mat. 

At four o'clock the sea breeze setting: in, ran 
up and anchored before the creek of the banza, in 
8 kthoms, close to the shore, saluting with four 
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i^tyels. Here I found a hammock &ent by the 
Chenoo, tocortvey me to his presence; bat it be- 
ing too late, 1 aent his majesty an excuse by the 
Fuka Sina, who appeared to be extremely anm> 
because I could not visit the Chcnoo in the danc 

J uly 27. At ten o^clodr I quitted the sloop, with 
the Naturalists and Mr. Oalwey, and with an escort 
of four marines; the hammock I found to have 
some resemblance to the native palanquin of In« 
dia, but in a miserable dirty plight, so that I order- 
ed it to follow; and after the walk of an hour, for 
the first mile o\rr a plain, covered with reedy 
grass, except in some spots where Intlian ( oi n and 
a kind of I* rench bean were planted, and winch is 
under water in the rainy season, and (lien over a 
fatiguinffhill, we reached the banza, at ( ntnuice 
oi* whic*n I got into the hammock, and was set 
down under a great trt r, the ground having been 
swept clean. Here tlie first objects that called 
our attention were four human skulls, liung to the 
tree, Which we were told were those of the enemjr^s 
chiefr taken in battle, whose heads it was the cus* 
torn to preserve as trophies ; these victims, how* 
ever, seemed to have received the caiff dc ^r<m 
previous to the separation of the bead, alf the 
akuDs mesenting compoimd firactures. After wait- 
ing half an hour under the tree, we were led to the* 
Chenoo's habitation, where, in a court formed bj 
a fence of reed mats, and which was crowded w ith 
the king's genih men, I found a seat prepared of 
three or four ol<l chests, covered with a red velvet 
pall, aij oltl Ensrlish carpet ^vith another velvet 
pall being spread on the ground. Having seated 
myself, in about five minutes the Clienoo made his 
appeal iuice from behind a mat screen, his costume 
conveying the idea of punch in a puppet-show, 

being composed of a crimson fdush jacket with 
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enormous gilt buttons, a lower garment in the na- 
liire stjie of red vei?et, his legs mutiled in pink 
sarcenet in guise of stockings, and a pair of red 
Moiocco half-boots; on his head an immeiise higiir 
crowned hat embroidered with goid, and surmounl- 
ed by a kind of coronet of European artificial flow- 
era; round his neck han|^ a long string of ivorf 
beada» and a very large piece of unmanuiactiired 
coraL Having seated faimaelf on tbte n^t, a mas- 
ter of the ceremonies with a long staff in taia haiiA 
inquired into the rank of the gentlemen, and seated 
them accordinglj. The doctors (Messrs. Smith 
and Tudor) havui^ the first places, and theu Mr. 
Galwcv* whom they styled chief mate ; the ser- 
geaiit ol ni; I nines they metamorphosed into a boat- 
swain, taking all the titles of officers from the 
tradiT)<r vessels to wliich only they had been ac- 
customed. 

All being seated (the crowd of king^s gentlemen 
SQvatting on bullocks hides,) I explained to lbs 
Cnenoo, by Simmons, the motives of myinission; 
stating that ^ the king of Elnglaud, being eqoalhr 
good as he was powerAil, and having, bs they alk 
ready had beard, conquered all his enemies, and 
made peace in all Europe, he now sent his ships to 
alt pai& of the world, to do good to the people, aiid 
to see what they wanted, and what they had to ex- 
change; that for this purpose I was goingupthe river, 
and that, on my return to England, English trading 
vessels would bring; tliom the objects necessary 
to them, and also teach tliem to build houses, and 
make cloth," &c. &c. These benevolent intentions 
were however far bevond their comprehension; 
and as little could they be made to understand that 
curiosity was also one of the motives of our visit ; 
or that a ship could come such a distance for any 
other purpose but to trade or to £^t ; and for two 
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iM^ttm they fmg the dianges on the questions ^ are 
ytottcome to^ trade,*' and^^ are you come to make 
war.^ At hat, howeyer, tbey appeared to be teoiw 
▼inced that I came for neither purpose; and on my 
assuring them that though I did not trade myselt*, I 
should not raeiidle even with the slave traders of 
41 ny nation, they expressed their satisfaction by tlie 
frequent perforrnanee oisakiiln. one of the chief men 
first slartiiii^ up and niakiiig gestures witli liis arms, 
like a fugle man at exercise, and all the company 
atrikingtheir chests at the termination of every mo- 
tion. This ceremony they afterwards repeated 
whenever any thing was sud that pleased them ; 
and with redoubled energy when i shook hands 
with the Cfaenoo* The keg of spliced ram which 
I had brought as a part of my present to the Che- 
noOf was now produced, together with an En^tsh 
white earthenware wash-hand baain covered with 
dirt ; into which some of the liquor was poured and 
distributed to the company; the kma; saying he 
drank only wine, and retiring, as he tokl me, to or- 
der dinner. The uiouicut he disappeared the com- 
pany began to scramble for a sup of the rum, and 
one tieliow, dropping Ins dirty cap in the basin as 
if by accident, contrived to snatch it ont again well 
soaked, arul sucked it with great satistaction. 

While dinner was preparing we walked over the 
banza, accompaoied by some of the chief men. It 
is situated on a small plain on a summit of a hill^ 
and consists of about 30 dwelling places or tene- 
ments» each composed of two or three huts, within 
a square enclosure of reeds matted; the huts are 
composed of the same materials, and consist of two 
sides and two end pieces, which they call walls, 
and two other pieces for roofs : so that a house, 
ready to put together, may be purchased for the 
^aiae price a9 four fowls, and in iive loinutes may 

le 
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be made readj for occupation ; the entrance is hy. 
a square door in one of the Bides, just large enough 
to crawl in at, ami opposite to it is a window ; both 
of which openings are closed at night with shutters 
of the same fabric as the walls. The Chenoo's tene- 
ment diflers in no other respect from the common 
ones, than in containing one large apartment, a little 
better lighted and aired, and in being surrounded by 
a double fence, forming a succession of outer and in- 
ner courts ; of which the sketch underneath will 
give a sufficiently just idea. 
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a. The graod entrance, being an opening in the outer fence- 
about three feet high. 
6. . The audience seat, 
ccc. The women's huta. 
cL The grand apartments. , 
ett. Huts. 

/. Heap of stones for Fetiche. 

f^. Fences or screens. 

h\. Y©ung trees inside the outer fence. 



Goo 



Besides « large heap of conunoii stimes epposife 
Ike ffrand eifiranee oi the Chenoe^s tenement, a 
fttu^ was seen in eveij hele' and oomer, oonsist- 
iag of -sculptured %ures in wood and stone, taut 
•]^ctly resembling the figures we see in En|land 
of Bacchus astride on a barrel, with the addition 
ot a long pipe in liis mouth and a spear on his 
shoulder. The two figures of men below, repre- 
senting two war fetiches, the one armed with a 
musket, and the other with a broad sword, will 
serve to show in what a low state the art of sculp- 
ture is among these people, which indeed could 
hardly be otherwise where writing is utterly un- 
known. In no one shape whatever do they seem 
to have profited by the multitude of missionaries 
ibat floeked 4o Congo in the 16th and 17tfa centa- 
ifies* 




Our repast was kid out in die erand apartmenl» 

where some chests covered with carpets served 

for seats and tables. A few plates and mugs of 
earthenware, and some Venetian gilt glass, were 
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placed on the table, together with a few siber 
spoons and forks, eridently of French workman* 
ship. The meats consisted of a soup of plantains and 
goat^s flesh, a fowl cot in pieces and broiled, and 
roasted plantains in lieu of bread ; a large silver 
tankard filled with sweet palm wine, and a bottle 
of the rum 1 liad brought, were placed as our be- 
verajge. 

While we were at table, 1 learnt liiat the Che- 
noo held a palaver in another part of tlie tene- 
ment, wliere Simmons was mostshietly ijuestioned 
with respect to the motives of our visit, and 
obliged to swear in the most solemn manner ot the 
countrjTy to the truth of his assertion. This paia* 
ver being finished, the Chenoo sent to me, to sajr 
that he would again speak to me ; and we acccurd- 
jnglj were all seated in the audience court as be- 
fore, with the addition of an old man, who, we 
were told, was the Chenoo*s uncle, and who seem- 
ed to be a chief counsellor. After again tiring me 
with questions as to mjr motives, the old man, 
starting up, plucked a leaf frmn a tree, and holding 
it to me, said, if you come to trade, swear by your 
God, and hreak tlic leaf; on my refusing to do so, 
he then said, swear by your God you don't eome to 
make yvar, hirI break the leaf; on iny doin^^ which, 
the whole company performed a grand snkilh, and 
the assembly !)rok(^ u[); the king retiring into an 
inner hut, ^^ here the present 1 had brought was 
earned;* for ou my first telling him that I had 
hronq;ht him a present from the King of England, • 
he begged it might not be produced until all his gen- 
tlemen were dismissed. 

While we were seated in the audience court, the 

* It consisted of a piece of ibrnitore cotton* Mwe boaii* a 
flatcdtanli«rdl«iid a.gobleti and a liVt miibrdli. 
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fong^s women (of whom he has fifty), were peeping 
out of one of tne squares, and before retirinn;, (lie 
King very polilely oftered nie the choice oi' all his 
daughters, while his courtiers as civilly proferred 
their wives; so that I began to icar I should find 
jnyself in the same dilemma as Frere Jean (in 
Compere Matthieu) ; tortunateJy, however, the 
gentlemen ^\ho accorn|>;iTiied me were not so Iksti- 
dioiis as tlie Frere s companions. 1 however learnt 
that the ladies, though apparently nothing loth to 
change huBbanda, resisted all solicitations to con- 
summation during daylight, under the apprehen- 
sion that the fetiche would kill them. The Ian- 

Siiage of the men in offering their women was most 
isgustingand obscoie; bcingcomposed of the vilest 
words picked op from Englidi, French, and Portu- 
guese. The feces of many of die women were by 
no means unprepossessing, and their forms ex- 
tremely symmetric. Among the men we saw one 
marked with the small-pox, another wiUi a short 
leg, and a third with a withered arm. Great num- 
bers of the boys liad a large knot at the navel. A 
cutaneous disonler seemed to be very general, and, 
like the itch, ciiiefly on the wrists ; and tlie haiuis of 
several of the men were perfectly bleached as if 
from a scald. 

July 28. This morning the Chenoo returned my 
visit on board the sloop, accompanied by half a 
4ozen of his sons and gentlemen ; his modesty was 
much greater than that of any of our inferior visit- 
ers^ expressing himself perfectly satisfied with my 
present, and only hoping that, when I came down 
the river, I would build him an Einglish house, 
leave him a boat, and give him a mueket; with 
the latter request I complied inmiediatehs to his 
great satisfaction. I learnt from one of bis sonst 
who spoke tolerable English, that a palaver had 
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been held all ni^t* al whidi the Fuka Sin&siA 

all the traders ineisted that our intentions coold 

^lot be good, and that the King should order the 
sloop to quit the baiiza, and not let me ascend the 
river. The King, however, and the court party, 
would not listen to his Fus^gestions, saying^, they 
were satisfied 1 came to do tliem good, and that f 
nilgilt go where I pleased, indeed the King now 
QC^ai^ th^ same thio^i adding^ that if I came to 
jQliJie the country (signifying to form a settlenienl)^ 
aAithe . Portuguese had done iatC abend a, he wowt 
gcant me all the land I required ; in short, we 
parted the .best of finends; and on his landKnf 1 
iMtotied him with four swivels, the report of which 
Oth^ish they had 'been warned) struck all the 
crowcl on snore with such a panic, that they ran 
off precipitately, tumbling over each other; which 
showed us at least thatwc luul little to fear from 
the warlike disposition of this people. ' 

Tlii^ morning I tl( spatched a canoe to the Congo, 
witli iristi'uctions lor l)riiJi^jng licr up the river, and 
employed the afternoon in sounding the river. ^ 

6a the following morning (29th), I visited the 
Chenoo, at his request, unceremoniously^ taking 
only two marines* I found him sealed on a mat, in 
a court of his tenement, distributing palm wine to* 
m &mily party consisting of about 40 men and boys, 
of all ases; a seat being placed for me, hescntwr 
a small box full of napers, which he requested me 
to ' lead,' dM which I found to be all Portuguese, 

feuerally certificates of the CiieDoo's good con- 
uct; and one letter from the governor of St. Paul 
de Loando, complaining Liiat the Sonio men had 
killed some of the missionaries, and cutoff a Por- 
tnfifuese trading pinnnce : its date 1813. After a 
palaver of half an hour, in which 1 was obliged to 
repeatmy a^urances of not coming to prevent the 
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slave trade, or to liinko war, the Chenoo led the 
way to a pen in wliicli were six fine cows, a young 
iwU and a calf; aiid one of the largest and fattest 
cows was selected as a present for me. This aini- 
maty I found, had been introduced bj the Portu- 
gese, and was now considerably multipUeid| 
ttiongh no care whatever seems to be taken to in- 
crease them, the cows in calf being indiscrimi- 
Mtely killed with the bulls;, nor do the hatiyes 
make any aseof their milk. The Portuguese, 
also understood, had brought several horsies, biit 
none now remained. Near the pen was ah 181b. 
carrouade, with which I had been sahited on first 
landing, and which I now leamt had belonged to 
an English vesseL bnnit at the Tall Trees some 
years since by ihv slaves on board her, and that 
tli(' i of her guns (which had been fished up bjr 
the Soiiio men,) were now in the possession oi the 
Fuka Sina, who offered to sell them. 

July 30. Prince Macho w Candy, known to Eng- 
lish traders as Fuka Candy, (he being Fuka of 
Market Point when the English traded here,) paidi 
me a visit ; and, as he is considered as having great 
influence, I gave him a piece of chintz. He is a- 
mulatto of French extraction, and said to have- 
made a great liHtune by trade, while he fiUed the- 
office of Fuka of th^ Point. 

July 31. This day and Wednesday, I employed 
in takins: a sketch of the reach of the river. 

A u Li list 1. This forenoon I was visited by Mr. 
Sherwood, tlie ostensible mate of the bri^ under 
Spanish colours, and who had been an old slave 
trader out of Liverpool in this river. He wa-; ac- 
companied by lour F^ortuquese mnster^? of trading 
vessels now at Caben<la, and part ot tliose that 
had quitted Embomma, on intelligence of an Eng- 
lish King^s ship approaching. Their visit was for 
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the purpose of assuring themselves if I meant 
interfere with the slave trade, and desired to show 
me their papers, f declined however looking at 
them, declaring explicitly that I should not meddle 
with trade or traders in any manner, which seem- 
ed to satisfy thenit c^nd they went offl, as they said» 
to bring their vessels back from Cabenda. The 
Faka of the Point and all the trading men seemed 
to be also rejoiced at learning this declaration, as 
they had still doubted, it seems, my assurances 
made to themselves. There seems to be no rea- 
son to doubt but that the chief slave trade to this 
river is bona fide Portuguese. Two persons oi lliit 
nation visited me, saying they were from Rio 
Janeiro; f endeavoured to learn m pmsmt the 
amount of the trade, and by comlMiiing their an- 
swers with the accounts ol the natives, think it 
may be averaged at 2000 slaves a year. 

The price of a slave at this time, as stated by 
the natives, is as follows: 
2 Muskets. 

2 Casks of gunpowder. 
2 Guineas ^1 £aithom each). 
12 Long Indians (10 fathoms each). 
2 Nicaneas (6 iathoms each). 
1 Romaul (8 fathoms), 
1 Fathom woollen cloth. 

1 Cortee, or sash of ciottir 

2 Jars of brandy. 
5* KniveiB. 

5 Strings of beads. 
1 Razor. 
1 Looking^sbss. 
1 Cap. 
1 Iron bar. 
1 Pair of 

\ Padlocict 
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1 have no doubt however but that slaves are 
now sold for one half this valuation. 

The Congo this evening succeeded in getting 
ap to an anchorage under Leyland isiand. 

August 2d« I this morning shook hands with the 
Chenoo, giving hiiii» as a parting token of friend- 
tbip^ fathom of scarlet cloth, an amber neck* 
lace, two jars of spirits, and some plates and dishes, 
We found a seat placed in the audience court fi>r 
us, and the Chenoo seated opposite on a mat with, 
fifty or sixty of his friends ranged on each side. 
On being told that I came to take leave, he retired 
with mo into the grand apartment, where he en- 
deavoured to persuade me to defer my departure, 
until he consulted his great men,* hut in fact I 
suppose he was sorry to lose his daiJy bottle of 
spirits, for as he sent me every morning a bottle of 
palm wine, I returned him one of rum. Finding I 
was determined, he ceased all solicitations, ajid 
gave me three of his sons, and two pilots to ac- 
company me to Binda; I had also engaged four 
tM>ys as a boat's crew, finding them extremely 
usefiil, in saving my own people a great deal of 
trouble by going backwaras and forwards with 
the Naturalists. 

in returning from this visit, we passed a hut in 
which tlie corpse of a woman was lying, drest iia 
when aiivo ; inside the hut, four women were 
howling, and outside, two men standing cN>8e to 
the hnt, with their facef^ l< aning against it, kept 
tfiem company in a kind of cadence, producing: a 
concert not unlike the Irish funeral yell. These 
marks of sorrow, we understood, were repeated 
for an hour for four suocessive days after the death 
of the person. This %oene induced me to inquire 
for the burying ground, and the natives at first 
seemed very u&wuling to let' us see it ; after a little 
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persuasior., however, twb W 
towards it, and we foutid it Hot above 200 
From the banza, amongst a few rugg^ trees and 
bushes, and over-run with withered -rafed. 
eraves were no^v jirepanrig loi ^enucmenj their 
lenffth being nine iVet and their breadth five. At 
this tim^ they were nine feet deep, but we were 
told they would be dug to the depth oi the tallest 
palm-tree, preserving the same length and breadtli 
Is at wcscnt; the soil, we observed, was a super- 
ficial layer of black earth, 1« inches deep, a»d all 
the rest a compact yellow clay; the tfmves are 
dug by the same hoee that aire used to till the 
ground, and the excavation ia carried on in the 
neatest manner. One of the old grttVei> >n* »Ar|e 
elephant's tooth at each end, aUd anothek", mm 
wp understood to be a child, had a feliiall tOoA 
laying on it ; all had broken jars, mugs. glasS«b€i4- 
tles, and other vessels stuck on tlietn : some show- 
ed that there had been younsr trees \A:\uUh\ roiind 
them, but all were dead except one plant of the 
Cactus quadrangularis. The graves seemed to be 
indiserimiDately dt^ to all parts of the comp^, 
and no attention appeared to have been paid to 
them since their first being filled m. 

Simmons requested a piece of ^oth to envelope 
ills aunt, who had been dead seven years, and wat 
to be huried in twomooths, being now arrived at a 
.,izt t o nialvp a genteel funeral. The manner of 
pro^ei ^ iii^ corpses, for so long a time, is by enve- 
l(H)inu them in cloth money of the country, or in 
European cottcms, the smell of |)ntrefa( tion being 
only tept in by the r|nantlty of vvrajipcrs. which are 
siiccessivelymultiphedasthey can be procured by 
the relations of the deceased, or according to the 
rank of the person; in the case of a rich and ^-ery 
great man, the bulk acquired being only limited by 
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IlieiioicorcfeoiivejrttiieeiQttie^ aothattl^r 
irat liiit in whkh the body is deposited, becoming 

too small, a second, a third, even to a sixth, in- 
creasing in dimensions, is placed over it. 

August 3d. This morning, at <hi\ light, 1 rowed 
the sloop round Booka Kmbt)m!na island to the 
•otith entrance of the creek, w iu re I anchored fo 
Wait for the Congo coming up witti tlie sea breeze 

The reach of Uie riTer formed the main land 
^^and the island Booka Embonuna on the north, and 
:ihe islands Hekaj (Molyneux) and Booka (Ley- 
land's) on theebntb, is a basin surrounded by ele* 
vated hills Gomposed of prinuttTe panite, or 
Bohistus; in general the first ibnnalion is naiked of 
Irees^ and we second covered with brushwood, 
end laige trees in the crevices of the rock. The 
hills are all extremely rugged, forming deep hollows, 
separated by iialural ( au^cways, and much resem- 
bling, but on a great Iv larfi^er scale, the road which 
passes the Devil's Fuiu n i>owl t>et\veen Portsmoiith 
and London ; the dattened summit on which the 
banza stands is, as we observed in the groves^an 
under stratum ol compact clay covered with black 
mould, on which tlie ridges marked that it had been 
coltivaled ; and there can be no doubt hut it would 
becapiEAleof<producing the finest wheat. The plain, 
wshicn we passedi^ov^ to reach the foot of the hills 
m going to the .baiuea, is equally proper fi>r the pro* 
^dnctioD of rice, and womd probabljr afibrd two . 
crops a year; one by the natural watering in the 
rainy season, and the other by a very smalide^ree 
ot laf)our, iii introducing the river water upon it in 
the dry season. ' - 

The Booka Embomma, which is separated from 
the main land by the creek named Logan by Max- 
well, is entirely ofschistus, except an exuberantly 
fertile level that borders the creek i this latter in 
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aboot 5 yards broad, and has 3 or 4 fcthoms deijtb 
up to a ledge of rocks, which crosses it near its 
south entrance, and through which there is an 

opening barely capable of admitting a canoe. The 
only part ot this reach, in which the current has any 
considerable force, is at the east side oi Zoon^ 
Booka, where it runs in little whirlpools over the 
rocky bottom about three miles an hour; the stream 
in the mid-channel (where the depth is 15 fathoms) 
is from to 2 miles an hour, and iii shore on both' 
sides it is often stagnant ; and somctirnes r small 
counter current is experienced. The island Booka 
Embomma would be the most eligible place UiQS 
Aur for a settlement The trees we had occamon 
to observe here are generally of a soft s{Kmgy na^ 
tore, unfit for fuel while £neen« and useless as tim^ 
her ; one species only affi>rding a wood as hard as 
lignum vitas, and proper for the same purpose ; the 
largest size we found it arrive at, was that of a man^s 
body. 

The miscellaneous information 1 was able to 
collect here, I shall give without attention to ar- 
rangement of the matter, which my time at this mo- 
ment does not permit. 

This is the winter of the country, the thermome- 
ter in the day seld<»n rising above 76, and at ni|^t, 
when there are occasionafiy (not always) heavy 
dews, ialling to 60. The mornings, from sunrise 
to 9 or 10 o^clock, are dark, hazy, and sometimes 
foggy. The winds in the morning are often light 
from south to S. W. The sea breezes set in 
very inwolariv from noon till 4 o'clock, from 
west to W.S. W.; they have seldom any considera- 
ble force inoi e than once a week, and are stronger 
after a hazy morning, succeeded by a hot sun ; thej 
die away from sunset to 10 o'clock. The natives 
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feel the changes of temperature veiy severeljr, shi- 

Tering with cold when the sea breeze sets in fresh. 

Salt is the great object of trade at the Market 
point, and is made near the river's mouth, and 
brought up by canoes in baskets of the substance 
that cove rs the trunk of the pa hii trees, of about 
7Ibs. each, one of which fetches about two fathoms 
of blue ball. The other objects of petty traiiic are 
palm oil and palm nuts, from which the oil- is ex- 
tracted. Indian com, pepper (chiefly bird pepper^ 
and mat sails for canoes. The small money in useui 
little mats of the leaf of the bamboo,aboat 18 incbea 
square, 20 of which will pnrdiase a fowL The 
name of Zaire is entirely mucnown to the people of 
Emhomma, ^o caD the riyer «^ Moienzi inzaddi,** 
the great river, or literally (he river that absorbs 
all the lesser ones ; this title must however be de- 
rived from its receiving tributary streams higher up, 
as we could not understand that there is a stream of 
any consideration thus far ; and the only springs 
we observed were two very insignificant ones issu- 
ing trom a rock near the banza ; there is also said 
to be good rock water at the Market point, and at 
Tall Trees ; and while at attchor at Sherwood's 
creekt the natives brought us a cask of excellent 
water from a creek near Xelly's point The river 
water is at this season but little mudd^, and after 
bein^ boiled and allowed to deposite its sediment, 
is not found to sfket the people: 

There are several varieties of the palm trees 
here, three of which afford palm wine ; the first, tiie 
sweet kind, is given by that named Moba, am] the 
second by the Mosombic: the liquor is rxtrac^ted 
as in the West Indies. The sweet wine is allowed 
to ferment, and produces an intoxicating beverage; 
when quite ircsh it is very pleasant and wholesome, 
taken moderately* keeping the body open. The 
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iVf asongoi tree also aflbrds a palm wine, considered 
of superior quality ; an inebriating liqour is also 
produced from Indian corn, and named baamboo. 

The cultivation of the ground is entirely the bu- 
siness of slaves and women, the King's daughters 
and princes' wives being constantly thus employed, 
or in collecting the fallen branches of trees lor fuel. 
The only preparation the ground undergoes is 
burning the grass, rakir^ the soil into little ridges 
with a hoe, and dropping the Indian corn grains 
into holes. The other objects of cultivation that 
we saw near the b^^nza, were tobacco and beans of 
two sorts. Fruits are very scarce at this time, the 
only ones being long plantains, small bitter oranges, 
limes and pumpions. There are no cocoa nut. 
trees, nor, according to the natives, is this tree 
found in the country. The only root we saw is 
the sweet cassava, which the natives eat raw and 
roasted. Sugar cane of two kinds was seen. 

The only vegetable production of any conse- 
quence in commerce is cotton, which grows wild 
most luxuriantly ; but the natives have ceased to 
gather it, since the English left ott' trading to the' 
river, the Liverpool ships formerly taking off a 
small quantity. 

The domestic animals are sheep spotted black 
and white, with pensile ears and no norns, goats, 
hogs of a small breed, a few dogs resembling the 
shepherd's dog, and cats. The black cattle 
brought by the Portuguese cannot be considered 
as fully established, no care being taken of them, 
though, from their very fine appearance and their 
excellent meat, no part of the world seems more 
proper for their multiplication. Common fowls of 
a small breed, and Muscovy ducks, are the only do- 
mestic poultry. 

The wild nnimnls of whose existence we Lave 



hilly country 'being; unfavourabte to them. Bu(!a- 
loes, which are said to be abundant. Antelopes, 
of which a few have been seen; wild hogs, the 
skeleton of the In ;h1 oi' one being found. Tigers 
and tiger cats, the iskms being seen with the na- 
tives. Monkeys in abundance, (Simia cephus.) Tlie 
hippopotamus and alligator appear to be numer- 
ous. The only species of fish we have seen to be 
peculiar to the river is a kind of cat-fish, aod some 
ismall ones resembling the bleak. 

Among the birds are the gray and other pmrots, 
the toucan, the common royston crow, a great var 
riety of king-fishers, and many of the falcon tribe. 
A species oi water-hen is also very numerous. 

Insects (with the exception of ants,) are not 
numerous, there being no common flies, and a very 
few moschetoes; some moths and beetles. 

The natives speak of a laroe species of snake, 
and some of the early catholic missionaries make 
iiieutioii ot them from twenty to thirty feet in length, 
but we have seen no other reptile than the water 
snake whieh I killed in the boat, and stOMill 
lizards. 

The naures are, with very fetrcteqitions, drest 
in Eurof)ean clothing, their only manu&ctuve 
being a kind of caps of grass, and shawls of the 
same materials ; both are nnde by the men, as are 
their houses and canoes, the latter of a high tree, 
which grows up the river, and appears to be a 
species of tlie hcus, resembling thai of tlie ficus re- 
it<riosa. These vary in their size, but they appear 
to he generally from tw<Mity to twenty-four feet 
long by eighteen to twenty, and even twenty-four 
inches wide. Their drinking vessels are pump- 
ions or gourds, and their only cooking utensil, 
earthen poteof their own making, in which they 
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boil or stew their meats, but more generally boil 
them. They take no wild animals for food, a few 
birds excepted, but they are very inexpert in the 
use of the musket ; and their natural indolence 
seems to suppress any fondness for the chase. 
Their musical instruments consist of a larffe drum 
and a kind of guitar, or ;-ather perhaps a lyre, of 
which the following is a representation. 




Some pains have been taken, and no small de- 
gree of labour bestowed, in collecting the materi- 
als for this instrument The body is of wood much 
lighter than deal ; the bridge and the eleven bars 
which it supports are of iron ; they are confined 
by a strip of bamboo fixed to the body or frame hy 
strings of leather ; and they rest also on a piece of 
skin. The circular ornament is part of the brass 
frame of a print or looking glass ; and the circle*^ 
are French brass buttons with the head of Louis 
XVI. on them. The tones are soft, and by no 
means unpleasing. 

Both men and women shave the head in orna- 
mental figures, according to fancy, and the brides 
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are always close shaven before the j are presented 
to their husbands ; tfaia operation being performed 
on them by an old woman. The women seem to 
consider pendent breasts as ornamental, the young 
girls, as soon as they begin to form, nressiitf them 
dose to the foody and downwards witnal frfm ban- 
dages. They also sometimes file the two front 
teeth away, and rabe cicatrices on the skin as 
well as the men. 

Tlie common ceremony of closing a bargain, of 
iving a receipt or an assurance, is by breaking a 
fcaf, which is considered as then irrevocable ; and 
this ceremony we ibund necessary to perform with 
the seller of «very fowl. 

Excepting one knifeV which was stolen by aboy^ 
we met with no instances of thefl ; and on one of 
the great men bein^ informed of the loss in this 
case, the whole of Uie persons present were called 
under the ^reat tree, and askea indiTidually if they 
bad taken it; when .a boy confessed and produced 
it. 

There bein^ now a general peace in the country, 
all the men go entirely uiianned, except when they 
go doMTi the river in canoes, when there is usually 
a musket in each canoe. 

Among the number of their superstitions is that 
of refraining from difierent kinds of food at certain 
times and occasions; thus the men will not eat the 
flesh of a fowl until a woman has tasted of it, to 
take ofi' the fetiche, as they express it Pumpions 
and eggs are objects of similar snperstitions ; and 
when we killed the cow, the king sent one oChis 
men to take the fetichTe piece, as we leamt< forthe 
Ganga or priest ; and they seemed to know the best 
piece, carr) ing off one of the hind quarters. 

The two prominentAfealures, in their moral cha- 
racter and social state, seem to be the indolence 
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of th6 men and the degradation of the w<liMa; (te 
latter beiDg considered as perfect slaves, whode 
• bodies Are at the entire disposal of Aim &thei8| 
or husbands, and may be transferred by either of 
thetn, Ifow and when thejr may please. The in- 
tfigutn^i^itb a man^s wife without his knowledge is 
however punished by a line of two slaves; and if 
the adulterer cannot pay, the husband seems to be 
authorized to murder him. 

Both men and women rise at daylight, and after 
washing: their skins, those who pretend to genti- 
lity rub their shoulders and bodies to the waist with 
palm oil, which, though it keeps their skins smooth, 
gives even to the women, who otherwise have not 
uie same natural effluvia as the men, a most disa- 
greeable smell. 

There are much fewer mulattoes among them 
than might be expected from their intercourse with 
Europeans, two only having yet been seen by 
us. 

The mode of salutation is by gently clapping the 
hands, and nn inferior at the same time goes on his 
knees and kibses the ^bracelet on the superiors 
ankle. 

They have no other manner of reckoning or 
keeping an account of time than by moons ; so that 
beyondhalf a dozen moons not one of them can 
'tell the lapse of time since any event may have 
happened. The day they divide into morning or 
break&st, noon or grand time, and evening or 
supper. The sea breeze was insufficient to bring 
the Congo up either this day or the 1th. 

August 4. This forenoon 1 landed on thr main 
land opposite Booka Kmbomma, aiul found it com- 
posed of very rugged hills, chiefly granite, ^y\ih 
very little wood. An Adansonia hero measured 42 
ieet in girth at the ground, and carried nearly the 
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same circumfereiiGe to the height of 30 feet Where 
the hoat anchored we foand a regular tide, the rise 

and fall being 13 inches, and the current l^le or 
nothing during the rise. w . ■ , 

Augu?<t .5. Got the Congo up to a good anchor- 
age on the south shore, opposite Chesall^ island, 
where, findinj; we should be much retarded by per- 
severing in the attempt to get higher, Irom the pre- 
i^riousness of the sea breezes, I ordered her to 



rmiwi^indbaigeof her; together 
tftaiiMiBi^siiiAte, and lH 
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^ CHAPTER IV. 

Progress up the River as far as Yellala, or ike Cataract^ 

' , ». 

About the middle of the day we proceeded up 
the river in the double boats, the transport's long 
boat, two t^igs, and one of the punts, having with 
me the Ueutenaiit, master^ one master^s mate, the 
four scientific gentlemeiiy and M r- Galwey. 

We found the river running between two hi^ 
ridges of barren rocky hills, chiefly mica slate, 
wim masses of quartz rising above the sur&ce; 
the slate running out in points!) and the rocks under 
water forming strong ripplings and little eddies. 
In some spots, where the current has been turned 
abide by the rocky points, the river has deposited 
its mud, and formed little strips ot soil co\ c red 
with reedy grass, and some few little spots oi In- 
dian corn. Off these places anehorage is always 
found on a good elav bottom in iroin four to ei^lit 
fathoms, a boat's length from the grass ; besides 
these narrow strips we this day counted several 
little valleys between the hills, forming tiie mouths 
of the ravines, the largest of which is named^inda 
le Zally, and extends two miles along shore. In 
those valleys were some com and manioc planta-* 
tions, and many palm trees. The two rocks named 
by the natives Sandy, or Zonda, are of slate ; that 
named Oscar, by Maxwell, has a very large tree 
upon it, the other only brushwood ; they are se- 
parated by a space of about 50 yards. On the 
north shore, nearly opposite these rocks, is a hang- 
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ing precipice, to which nnfty be given the name of 
Loyer'B Leap, though in a sense di£fereiii,ifroni 
that of Leucadia, this being the pliipe.li^^^jiliBt" 
tion of the adalteroos wwes of the kihg c fflpniiii a, 

and their paramours, iivho are precipit^ad from 
the summit into the river. 9^ 

The rocks to which Maxwell has s^iven the little 
appropriate name of Scylla, lie ( lost* to the north 
shore, and form two masses of slute above water; 
about 20 yards beyond them the rippling denotes 
another mass under water, but on which there is 
six fathoms depth. 

At seven o'clock the breeze failing, we anchored 
on the east entrance of the creek off the Gombac 
islands, close to the grass, in six fathoms. 

Aug. 7. In the morning, it being calm, I went 
in the gig through the creek of Gompac, and found, 
though extremdy narrow, 'that it had a depth of 
five to ten &tboms» There are bat two islands, 
the separation marked by Maxwell between the 
two western ones being only a cove ; they are 
mere rocks of slate with a £^ood many trees. From 
them I landed on tlie main, and ascended the hills 
that form the Fiddler's Elhow of Maxwell, which 
are also composed entirely of slate, w ith vast mass- 
es of quartz on the surface, and vnth only thinly 
scattered bushes of a shrubby tree, of which the 
natives make their spoons. These spoons are 
made with great neatness, and not infenor in any 
respect to the same utensil in many parts of Eu- 
rope. Their knives, too, are not to be despised, 
but the blades are not always made hy themselves ; 
though they always prefer their own hafts and 
sheaths. These articles are represented on the 
following page. 
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The aiit hills were here extremely numerous, 
but now unoccupied, it appearing that these in- 
sects shifl their habitations to the trees in this sea- 
son ; those on the ground have exactly the shape 
of a mushroom, consisting of a round column 18 
inches high, surmounted by a domed head two 
feet in diameter. 
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We (his morning obserred a curious optical illu*' 
flioD, caused doubtless by the state of the atmo* 



bled Loch Tay in Scotland. The rise of water in 
the wet season was here observed on the rocks, 
having worn two grooves, the first 8 feet above the 
present level, and the second and faintest 9i feet 
The nature of the hills, as well as their appear- 
ance, prove that they do not absorb any of the 
water that falls in the rainy season, the whole of 
which is carried direct to the river by gullies and 
ravinesy with which the bills are all over furrowedf 
and in which the only kuroriantyegetationis fomvL 
We got a few very small shrimps finom a fishep* 
man, which he had just taken in a cotton scoop 
net, very well made. 

At 1 1 o'clock we weighed with a light breeze at 
west, and crossed over to the south side of the 
river, to near the banza Sooka Congo ; the Mafook 
of which sent his interpreter and gentlemen to ask 
£>r a bottle of brandy, which* not intending to stqp 



continued our course along shore mitil we reached 
the Diamond Rock of Maxwell, near to which, and 
to the south shore, we found the current too strong 
to be orercome with the sails and oars, and we an« 
chored a little to the west of it. In the afternoon, 
however, the breezes freshened, we got through 
the channel, and at 7 anchored about 4 miles west 
of Condo Sono. 

The rock called Boola Beca in Maxwell's plan,, 
is by the natives named Blemba (the husband). 
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and the rack named the Tinker, to the oa«t of it, 
is an islet. The largest and westerninust of the 
three rocks named Weird Sisters, the natives call 
N'Casan (the wiJe) ; they lay nearest to the north 
shore, which, according to the natives, is all fouL 
ThQ Diamond Rock they name Salan Koonquottj, 
or the strong feather^ aliudin^ probably to the 
strength of the current, which is doubtless much 
increased in the rains, it beiw now about 3i miles 
an hour, rannins; directly on the rocks, and forming 
a strong upward eddy on its west side, where the 
ground is very foul and shoal, so that no vessel 
should attempt this channel without a breeze suili- 
cient to ensure her i;oing o\ er the current. 

On the summit ol one of the hills which we pass- 
ed close under, were upwards of twenty monkeys, 
which, had we not seen their tails, we should, from 
their great size and black faces, have taken for 
negroes. 

Aug. 8. The hills which surround our last 
night's station are more barren than lower down, 
the strips of reedy grass and valleys less numerous, 
the palm trees are no longer seen, nor is there any 

cultivation whatever on the hanks. . Several per- 
sons came on board this mornini^ from banza Noki, 
and from them we received the hrst coherent in- 
formation respecting the obstruction in the river, 
higher up, by what they state to be a great cata- 
ract named Yeliala, only one day's march from 
Moki. 

At 10 weighed with a light breeze, and with the 
aid of the oars reached ihe spot named Condo 
Sono, where the European slave traders formerly 
traivsacted their business, but where there is now 
not a single hut I immediately sent Simfnons 
the Chenoo of Noki, to request he woirtd seiid toe 
a perbou acquaiiited with the livei higher up ; but 
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OD feis returh in the evemiig« t femilid that nothing 
could be done without tbdlJ owa prasence, and the 
lisual (kah of a present en branajr. 

August 9. 1 weifit this morAing ap the river in 
Hkb gig, ahd found tl^ difficulties increase ^verf 
tuiei ieottk tbe l^ielocfty tf Hbe current-, and the 
Kdges of racks; tlie harr^nhess of the hills also 
became greater, and the only trace of inhabitant? 
wits discovered in a few miserable fishermen, who 
take some small ia^h in scoop nets oil ilie rocks 
and dry Lhem. 

August 10. There being every prospect that 
we should not be able to proceed much further in 
the boats, and finding that tliere were many Man- 
doQzo men at Noki^ whose countrjr is situated 
v^ry fiur up the river, and whose manners and kui- 

Sage were described to me as totally differing 
im those of Congo, I tins day paid a visit to the 
Chenoo of Noki, to endeavour to ascertain these 

Kts, and to procure guides. We were led a two 
ir^s most fetiguing march before we reached the 
banza; sometimes scrambling up the sides of al- 
most perpendicular hills, and over great masses of 
quartz and schistus, sometimes getting on pretty 
smootldy n\o\\^ their summits of hard clay, thinly 
scattered with brushwood, and sometimes de- 
scendins: into valleys covered with a rich soil 
and exuberant vegetation, the high and now 
withered grass choidng up the little plantations* 
In two of those valleys we found banzas, differing 
in nothing from that of Bomma, except that the 
rooft of we huts fonned the segment of a circle 
instead of a triangle; close to them are two runs 
of water in ravines. At length we reached the 
bansa, which is situated oil the level summit of the 
highest bilb amidst palm-trees, and plantations of 
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vegetables, amongst which we were gratified whh 

the sight of young cabbages in great perfection. 
In a few minutes 1 was ushered into the presence 
of the Chenoo, whom w e found seated vviili two 
other Chenoos, iji much more savage iniignificencet. 
but less of Europe an manner, than the king of 
Bomma, the seats and ground beini^ liere covered 
with lions' and leopard skins, the treading on M'hich. 
by a subject of the highest rank, is a criine pun- 
ished with slavery ; and the care with which they 
stepped clear of them in passing to and fro, evinc- 
ed that they never lost sight of the penalty. The 
Chenoo, besides his red cloak laced, had on his 
he^d an enormous high cap of the white feathers 
of the heron. One of the other kings was covered 
with ap old hat, and the third was wrapped in a 
velvet mantle, and on his head a coronet, with a 
large button of coloured glass, which had evidently 
been procured from a theatre. The assembly was 
composed of about liUy p( rsoris squatted m the 
sand. Simmons having explained my wishes aud 
the motives of the expedition, the Chenoo, with 
less deliberation or questioning than I had been 
plagued with at Bomnm. srrnnted two guides to go 
as far as the cataract, beyond which the country 
was to tbeni a terra incognita, not a single person 
of the banza having ever been beyond it. The 
palaver being over, the keg of brandy I had brought 
was opened, and a greater scramble than even at 
Bomma took place for a sup of the precious liquor ; 
and towards the ponc1usion,one having been unable 
to catch a share, his neighbour, who had been more 
fortunate, and who had kept it, as long as he could 
hold in his breath, (as they always 'do), very gene- 
rously spat a portion of this mouthful into the 
other's mouth! The Chenoo apologized for hay- 
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ing noibing drest to offer us to eat, but directed a 
small pig to be carried to the boat« which on UIl- 
ing we found to be measly and unfit to eat. 

We saw no women during this audience, but a 
considerable portion of the assembly was com- 
posed of boys of all ages down to four or five, and 
those joung urchins were observed to pay the 
utmost attention to the discourse of the men, and 
to express their approbation by clapping their 
hands. 

On our return we were conddcted bv a slave- 
merchant of Simmons' acquaintance, by a road at first 
much more pleasant than that we had come, being 
alon^ the summits of hills which are highfy fertilCf 
and m great part cultivated, but in the most care- 
less manner. The vegetables we saw were ma* 
nioC) Indian com, a species of shrubby holcus, 
French beans, cabbages or greens, ground nuts in 
great quantity, and bird pepper* The firuit con- 
sisted of limes, papaws, ana plantains, all at pre- 
sent immature. 

Our conductor led us to his town (for every man 
of property calls his residence his town), where 
we were agreeably surprised to find a repast pre- 
pared, consisting of a stewed tou I, a dish ot stewed 
beans, and cassava bread named Coanga. The 
stews were however so highly peppered that our 
gentlemen, not accustomed to such warmth of sea- 
soning, couid scarcely swallow them ; a bulilr of 
spirits, in which some anniseed had been infused, 
was also set before us. The remains of our repast 
was served to^the marines. The water brought 
to us issued from a rock, its temperature 73° ; the 
barometer at the banza fell two mches lower than 
at the river side, which, according to Leslie'^ 
scale, dves the elevation about 1300 %et. 

Whue at our repast, the back ground of the 



court in which we were, was filled with w.gmeri 
and girls, separated by a space from the men, 
boys. Though not one oi them had ever seen % 
i|(hite man, they did not seem to feel any timidity, 
but on the contrary we had abundant opportunity, 
of discoTering tbat, as far as depeod/ed on Itmf^ 
tiskwegf they wer^pei^t Ot^beA4an||in>th«r 
ners. Oae woman we saw apioping cotton, fop-Sf 
fishing net exactly in the manner tb^ FceDfthiWi^ 
nen do while tendine their sheep. 

The latter part of opr joumeyi.aatw,^ agajqi, ap- 
proachedl the river, was even worse f|iaO; our, warn- 
t^jobifi bem^obUgedto a^end and descend 
cession of hills, of smooth rocka, so nearly perpeiK 
dicuiar, that it required almost the legs of tlies to 
crawl over them, and here the natives had greatly 
the advantage of us, the soles of their naked feet 
seizing hold of the rock, while our shoes slipped 
over them sxid threatened us every moment with a 
fall that would not have been without danger ; at 
length we reached the boats at 4 o'clock extremely 
iatigued, though the distance of the banaa il^.not 
more than three miles in a direct line from the nVer, 
but by the circuitous route Wfy tpok^ opuld: noil be. 
less than seven or eight. 

The most striking featui^es of the oountiy we 
passed over are the extreme barrenness oiCtliehills 
near the iriver, the whole being still c<Mnpesed of 
date with masses of quartet and sienitet tke Ifitt^r. 
becoming the main formation, as we advanced- to* 
tfie S. *E. with perpendicular fissures from three 
inehes to ~ inch in breadth, filled jvitii quarlis, 
The summits of the hills and the valleys are of 
fttiff clay and vegetable mould extremely fertde. 
We did not see the smallest trace of any thing 
ealcarioud, nor the signs of any other, metal than 
iron. 
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Aii^ust 11. "We hml no visiteirg vaM n^nr ncwwi^ 
wh^n four womeR. came to river's side, opposite 
the boats, to oaake market^ haviog a aingte Ahi^ 
hal^ a4o0)9aeg^.and a small basket of bmift Ift 
sell;* we w^reMM tald thaliUie oideat was atpirii»« 
ceiB oC Ihe blood in her own rigbt, and that cooae- 
quently she enjojed the priirili^ of duooBiD^ het 
ho^haBd and ehaogiiig him moAm na.Bhft.hkv^ 
nrhijte' wasr confined to^hor alooes. under peml^v> 
if ap«iv»lepeiMii|.oCbeiiig|aelda8i Thm 
lad}(, after getting fi>t her ib^iid^ and oHmt ai!lic)e» 
Ivrice theilt falue^ oSeiied herself and her three 
companions (who, we were assured, were the Che- 
noo's daughters) for hire, to >v hoover wou'M take 
them on board the boats, and seemed to be rouchi 
disappointed at the apathy ol white men, wheOi 
they found tiieir ad trances treated with neglecti 

la the afternoon a couple of small sheep, a goat, 
and a few fowls, were brought ior sale ; but for one 
of the former the owner had the conscience to ask 
a full piece of blue bail and two capa» which cost 
30 shillings in En^iandt making the meateonsider- 
abljr above a BhtUing- a pound ; so ibat we were 
obliged to confine oureelvjeB to the purchase of a 
goat for four fathoms of printed cotton* Indeed^ 
from. the very Utile qiare proyisions, the natives, 
aeeottaliaye afcthis season, I do not think itwould 
be possible to procure dliily subsistence ibr fifty 
men in passing through the Gotintry« Towards 
evening two men were sent from the Chenoo as 
t^uidcs tor YcUala^ but one of them having evi- 
dently neven been there, I sent him back. A Man- 
dingo slave man was brouglit to me, bound neck 
and heels with small cords. Mis answers to the 
qiK stions put to him were, tliat he was three 
moons coinino; from his country, sometimes on 
rivers, sometimes by land ; that his own com:itry 
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was named M'intolo, on the bRiik*^ of a nver as 
broad as the Zaire, where we were at anchor, but 
to filled with rocks, that even canoes could not be 
used on it ; and that he had been taken when 
walking a short distance from his father^s houser 
by a slave-catcher, who had shot him in the neck 
with a baU, the cicatrice of the wound still remain* 
ing; and that he had been about two yeais from 
bis country/^ Although his reckoning of the lapse 
of time could not be depended on, he evidently had 
not been long caught, R>r he spoke the Congo Ian* 
guage but very imperfectly; nevertheless, as he 
understood eiiough of it to make himself intelligi- 
ble, I thought he might be of use and purchased 
him, giving an order for his value to be paid on 
board the Congo, and taking care to explain to the 
nativeB my motives for buying him, as well as that 
I gave him his liberty on the mstant, and only con- 
sidered iiim as a servant; and finally, that it we 
arrived at his country, I would restore him to his 
friends* When this was explained to him he ex- 
pressed not the least mark of satisfaction, and per- 
mitted the people to take off the cords which bad 
served to bind him with apparent apathy; indeed 
our people seemed to have more satis&ction in 
]>er&rming, than he felt in undergoing this o^ra- , 
tion. In concluding this bargain,! had a specunen 
of the tedious manner of doing business amongst the 
native traders, the intervention of the M afook,Mam- 
bouk, and a broker, bein<i necessary hetween me 
and the seller; and each of these fellows expect- 
ed two talhoms of baft, and as much brandy as 
they could d[ i[)k. This roundabout way of trad- 
ing:, and the indecision of the sellers, must. 1 should 
suppose, have he<^Fi a <j^reat dmnback on the pro- 
fits of the slave trade, by the time it kept them on 
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the coast ; for I am assured, that though fifty slaves 
mny be brought to market in a da^ , not three are 
usually sold. The same huckstering is indeed vi- 
sible in every branch of their trading; with Euro- 
peans f the possessor of a single ibwl, or a root of 
the manioc, examining the articles offered him 
times, giving them back, taking them again, ex- 
changing them for something else, and aAer putting 

£atieuce to the test for an hour, often taking up 
is goods aiid marching ofl^ because he could not 
get twice or thrice what he first asked. 

Aug. 12. At nine this morning we weighed, and 
with tne aid of the oars, and a track rope at times, 
got the boats up along the south ^hure, until we 
came to a large sand bank cxtenduig two-thirds 
across the river ; here we crossed over to the other 
side, and ran along it as far as a little island named 

Here we found the current so rapid, 

that with a strong breeze and the oars we could not 
pass it; besides, naring observed when up here 
the gig, that the north shore above this island was 
extremely foul, I crossed over, and after considera- 
ble difficulty succeeded in getting to an an- 
chor in a fine little cove named Noma2a« entirely 
out of the current In crossing the river we passed 
several whirlpools, which swept the sloop round and 
round in spite of her oars and sails, and not without 
some danger to so low and deep laden a boat. 
These vortices are ibrmed in an instant, last but 
a few moments with considerable noise, and sub- 
side as quickly. The punt got into one of them and 
entirely disappeared in the hollows, so that the de- 
pression of the vortex must have been three or four 
leet The schooner could not succeed in passing 
Zoonga Tooley Calavangoo, and anchored on the 
opposite shore; but a very strong sea breeze spring- 
ing up in the evening she joined me. 



1^ CiPfmf WC^VHS NABlUkHVIi. 

In ihfe af)bemo<Ai I Wcifeit M slibl^ ascended 
the highest hWh unde** which we were anchored, 
and whose elevation might be 500 feet. Ftott 
he^ice <^iir upward view of the river was confined to 
«t singte short reach, the appearance of which, how- 
ever, was sufficient to convince «b, that there was 
little prospect of being able to get the double boats 
Upmo^hfarther^and none at all of being abtetd tlrAni^ 
y6rt them b j land. Both sides^tf the AVe^ a^][yesit^ 
U> b6 lined by tbckBltbdttB >vmtei\aiid die middle 
obBtnicted hj whirlpools i^liose ttoise ^bei^ tut 
k cdostaiit roaf) just whel^ ttll^ view t^rmiii^tlid iff 
duft eloBii%iil of ^ points. High brediiitoiBiidil^ 
to cross the river ; and this place we learht #life 
called Casan Yellala, or Yellala's wife, and were 
told that no canoe ever attempted to pass it. The 
most distant hill, wliose summit appeared above the 
rest at the distance of perhaps 7 or 8 leagues, we 
found was that of Yellala. The appearance of the 
river here was compared by Dr. Smith to the tor^ 
rent rivers of Norway, and particularly the Gloin- 
men, the hills on each side being high, preclpitoiis 
towards the river, totally barren, and separated ||;)r 
such deep ravines as to preclude the iaea of ci^ 
Veying even a canoe over them, witiiout immense 
labour. Two tufts of trees on' the summits of the 
northern hills, we understood from a fishermtui, 
were the plantations round the banzas. The only 
other information we could get from him was, that 
Yellala was the residence of the evil spirit, and 
tiiat whoever saw it once would never see it a se- 
cond time. 

This lias bef II tUe only tolerable clear day since 
our entering the river; the sun being visible both at 
rising and setting, and the thennometer at two 
o^clc^atSO^ This heat produced a bretise in 
the evening stronger than any we before experi- 
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enced, and which continued all night On a little 

sand beach, off which the boats were anchoied, 

there is a regular rise and fall of water of eight • 

inches ; during the riBe, the current is considerably 

slackened* 

Aug. 13. This morning at daylight I went up the 
river with the master in the gigs, to ascertain the 
utility of carrying the boats aiiy larilicr. By cross- 
ing over from shore to shore as the current was 
found slackest, we found no dilficulty in getting up 
to Casan Yellala, which is about three miles above 
i>i'here the boats lay. We found it to be a ledge 
of rocks stretching across the north shore about 
two-thirds the breadth of the river (which here does 
not exceed half a mile), the current breakii^ fiiri<* 
ously on it, but leaving a smooth channel near the 
south shore, where the velocity of the current seems 
the only obstacle to the ascent of boats, and that I 
should consider as none to my progress with the 
boats, did there appear to be the smallest utility ih 
getting them above it. But as the shore on either 
side presents the most stupendous overhanging 
rocks, to whose crags alone the boats could be se- 
cured, while an impetuous current flows beneath; 
and as every information makes Yellala a cataract, 
of great perpendicular fail, to which tlie approach 
is mr easiest irom the place near which the boats 
^re now anchored in perfect safety, I determined to 
visit this cataract by land, in order to determine ou 
my future operations. 

Accordingly atSo'clock on themomingof the 14th 
1 landed on the northshore, inacove withafinesandy 
beach, covered with the dung of the hippopotamus, 
exactly resembling that of me horse. My party 
consisted of Messrs. Smith, Tudor, Galwej, and 
Hodder, and 13 men, besides two Embomma inter- 
preters (the Chenoo's sons), and a guide from Noki, 
with four days provisions. Our route lay by nar- 

14 
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low footpaths, at first over most diilicult hills, andr 
th^a along a level plateau of fertile land ; in short, 
owet a country resembiing that between the river 
and Noki. Our course lay between E. N. E. and 
N. E. At noon we reached Banza Gook>o, from 
wbchce we understood we should see Yellala, 
Anxious to get a si^ht of it, I declined the Chenoo's- 
invitation to Tisit him, until my return. On the 
ferthest end of the banza we unexpectedly saw the 
fall almost under our feet, and were not lew Bur- 
pi i t^cd than disappointed at finding, instead of a 
second Niagara, which the description of the na- 
tives, and their horror of it had given us reason to 
expect, a comparative brook bubbling^ over its sto- 
ny bed. Halting the people, who complained of 
iatigue, i went with the gentlemen to examine it 
more closely, and found that what the road wanted 
in distance, which was not a mile firom the banstti 
it abundantly made up in difficulty^ having on0 
enormous hill to descend and a lesser one to ciimh» 
to reach the precipice which overhangs tfie river. 

The south side of the river is here a vast hill of 
bare rock (sienite,) and the north a lower bui 
more precipitous hill of the same substance, be- 
tween which two the river has forced its course ; 
but in the middle an island of slate still defies its 
power, and breaks the current into two narrow 
chftnni Is ; that near the south side gives vent to the 
great mass of tlie river, but is obstructed by rocks 
above and under water, over which the torrent 
pushes with great fury and noise, as may easily be 
eonceived. The channel on the north side is now 
nearly dry, and is composed of great masses of 
slatct with perpendicular fissures^ The hiffbesi 

Crt of the island is 15 feet above the jMesent level, 
t from the marks on it, the water in the rainy 
season must rise 12 feet, consequently covers the 
whole ijf the bf eaiitk of the ehannel, with the excep- 
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tion of the sumimt of the kland; and with ttte in* 
creased Telocity, mtwt then produce a fiiU some- 
whi^ more consonant to the description of the na» 

tives. In ascending two hills we observed the 

river both above aud below the iall to he obbtructed 
bjr rocks as far as we could see, which might be a 
distance of about fonr miles. Highlj disappointed 
in our expertations of seeing a j^rarid cataract, and 
equally vexed at finding that the progress of the 
boats would be stopped, we climbed back to our 
people, whom we reached at four o'clocfcrtotallj 
exhausted. 

The principal idea that the fall creates is, that 
the quantity of water which flows over it, is by no 
means eqnid to the volume of the river below it; 
and yet, as we know (here is not at this season a 
single tributary stream sufficient to turn a mill, be- 
low the fell, we can hardty account for this vo- 
lume, unless we suppose, as Dr. Smith suggests, 
the existence of subterranean communications, or 
caverns tilled witii water. 

After having refreshed and rested ourselves, I 
waited on llic Chenoo with a little brandv. and 
found less pomp and noise, but much more civility 
and hospitality, than from the richer kings 1 had 
visited. This old man seemed perfectly satisfied 
with our account of the motives of our visit, not 
asking a single question, treating us with a. little 
palm wine, and sending me a present of six lowls 
without asfcin^for any ming in iretum* ^ In one of 
the courts of his tenement we had ^e disi^reeable.. 
sight of two men slaves prepared for sale, one 
having a lonrfcyrjk stick fastened to his neck, and 
tlie other witli ErtYopean-made irons on his legs ; on 
inquiry I found that there were 14 slaves in the 
banza ttyr sale, who were goine^ to Embomma. 

The night was cool, the thermometer at one 
o'clock being at -60"; in the early part the stars 
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slione brightly, but towards morninsf it became 
very cloudy; and at davlis^lit we might easily have 
fancied ourselves amidst the blue misty hills of 
Monren. 

Ai]|;uBt 1 5th. In tlie morning we were surround- 
ed bj all the women of the banza with fowls and 
eggs to exchange for beads. In the eggs we were 
however taken in, more than half we purchased 
having been taken from under the hens half hatch- 
ed. Althoufijh the larejest banza we have seen, we 
could not ^iiocuic either a sheep, goat, or pig for 
the people. 

Having engaged a guide to lead us above the 
falls (the hills close to the river being al»^olntel) 
impassable by any thing but i^oat-^), we quilted the 
banza at seven o'clock, and alter lour hours most 
fatiguing march we again ^ot sight of the river; 
but to my great vexation, instead of being 12 or 
13 miles, as i expected, I found we were not above 
four miles from lellala, our guide having persuaded 
me out of my own judgment, that the river wound 
round in a way that made the crescent we took 
necessary. Here we found the river still obstruct* 
ed with rocks and islets sometimes quite across, 
but at one place leaving a clear space, w hich seems 
to be used as a !( rr v, as we found here a canoe 
with lour men; no inducement we could offer them 
had however any effect in prevailing on them to 
attempt eroin^ up the stream, which I wished to do 
to examine the state of tlie river more exactly. 

hi this day's journey we crossed three deep r^ 
vines, the beds of torrents in the rainy season, 
but now quite dry, and but once found water at a 
irerv smaU spring. One antelope^ skin was seen 
with the natives, and the dung of these animals 
occurred in mfuiy spots ; several porcupines* ouills 
.were also picked up. On quitting the river 1 de* 
termined to cross the hills in a direction that I ex- 
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pected would again bring me to it considerably 
hii^Iier up, but the setting sun obliged us to halt on 
the side of a steep fiill, at whose foot we fortu- 
nately found a fine spring, forming the only brook 
we had yet seen; and here we passed the night, 
which was mach wanner than the preceding onet 
the thermometer not falling below 70% the skj 
cloudy, but not the least dew. The constant dry- 
ness of the atmospheie is evinced in the quick dry- 
ing of all objects exposed tp it ; meat bung up a 
few hours loses all its juices, and resemble^, the 
jerked meat of South America ; the plants collect- 
ed by Dr. Smith were fit for packing in a day< 
while, towards the mouth of the river, he could 
scared) get them sufficiently dry in a week, llie 
oxidation of iron also entirely ceases here. The 
hygrometer at sunrise usually marks 50% at two 
o'clock in the afternoon in the bhade 70*. 

August 16. Finding Mr. Tudor and several of 
the people were unable to proceed farther, I sent 
them back to Banasa Cooloo in the morning, and 
with the remainder proceeded onwards. Passing 
the brook and ascending the hill on the opposite 
aidci we found ourselves on a level plateau at the 
banza Menzj Macooloo, where we again got a 
guide to lead us to the river. At noon we had a 
view of it between the openings of the hills, about 
two miles distant. Here the people, being ex* 
tremely &tigued, were halted, while the natives 
went to the river for water, and I ascended the 
highest of the hills, which descends perpendicu- 
larly to the river: from its suiumit 1 had a view 
about five miles down the river, which presented 
the same appearance as yesterday, being filled w ith 
rocks in the middle, over whicli the current foamed 
violenlly ; the shore on each side was also scatter- 
ed with rocky barren islets. The river is here, 
/judging by the ejOt not more than i mile broad) 
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arnl I r«5timate the disffinro from Ycllciia at 12 or 
14 miles. Upwards my view .was slopped by the 
sodden turn of the river from north to S. the 
concavity of the angle forming a large baj, appa* - 
rently freer from obstructidna than below. I de« 
scended a most precipitoil^ paih to the river 8ide» 
vliere I foand four women fisning with a aeoop net; 
thej had no canoe^ and I learnt that persons want- 
ing to cross the river are obliged to go from hence 
to the ferry above Yellala. Just where the river 
shuts in, in turning to the S. E., on a hij^h plateau 
of the north shore, is the banza Iiiga, tv liich we un- 
den^tood was two days march from Cooloo (though 
its direct distance is not above 20 miles,) and that 
it is out of the dominions of Congo. The only 
ether information I could get here was, that the 
river, after a riiort reach to the S. E., turned again 
to the north ; and the appearance of die hills seem- 
ed to corroborate this mfbrmaticms but as lo the 
state of its navigation, or the possibility of getting 
canoes, I could not acqnire the sligbtesC notion. 

On the return of the people with water from the 
river we dined where the men halted, and set out 
on our return for the boats ; at eisjht o'clock we 
reached Cooloo (]ia\ ing tliis day w alked ten hours), 
wiiere we foiifid Mv. Tudor in a violent fever. 

ft was by great persuabion we could ejet our 
guide to go on alter sunset, through his fears of 
wild beasts, and his superstitious terrors of the 
ni^ht combined ; and every five minutes he sound- 
ed a whistle, which it seems had been fetiche J by 
the Gangam kissej ; and consequently both spirits 
and beasts fled at the sound. The only traces of 
animals we saw this day were the foot prints of 
buffiiloes, who had been to the brook we crossed 
in the morning todnidc; and we were surprised 
flow so bulky an animal could ascend the hilU ; 
.indeed the marks showed that m descending they 
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fa&d effidden considerable distftncee on their hind 

le^ A wild hog also crossed 08, making from 
thicket to thicket ; but our men were not fortunate 
enongh to iiit liini, though four of them fired. 

Having crossed in a direct line from one of the 
fertile plateaus to the river, we ha(J a good oppar- 
taiity q£ seeing the formation and structure of the 
eountrjr near its banks; ot wfaich 1 bmn attempted 
to giveaa idea beloir. 
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The oArgin of the river and the rocks in it are . 
of micaceotia slate; next to which small hills of 
loose round pebbles of qaarts; then more ele* 
vated hills or ferruginous clay with masses of 
quartz ; next hilk of yellow daj with masses of 
ftienitc ; and lastly, Bleep hills with rocky sides 
(sienite), but with long levels at the summit, co- 
Tered with a fertile vegetable soil, and on ^v]^ch 
most of the baiizas are situated. The hills oi (jiiartz 
pebbles have every appearance of once having beea 
the bed of tiie river, the pebbles having evidently 
been rounded, and the hills received their formsy 
by the long and violent action of water. If we as* 
sume, what seems highly probable, that the pre* 
sent obstmc^on at Yellala was once a real cata- 
ract of e^ual elevation with the opposite shores, 
this sursHse of the river having formed these biUs 
of pebbles will acquire a certainty; for in that 
. case, the water kept up by the cross ridge or cata- 
ract would have covered these hills. A great 
quantify of ijuartz sand is thrown up on the sides 
of the river araon^ the rocks. 

At night tiie hills appear to be in a continued 
blaze of fire, from the hunters in the day settnig 
tire to the loi^ dry grass to drive out tHe animals. 
The fire running to windward, as is always the case, 
the hunters keep to leeward of the soot fired, and 
the ^me, it would appear, being also aware of 
the direction which the fire will take, endeavour to 
avoid it, by also running to leeward, and conse- 
quently throw themselves within the hunter's reach. 
The guns we have seen among them are of Portu- 
gues( or French manufacture, and of a great 
lenf(tli ; each has usually several fetiches fastened 
to It, to prevent it from doing the owner any in- 
jury. 

Aug. 17. In the morninp^ we prepared for our 
return to the boats, when Mr. Tudor, being too iQ 
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lo move, was obliged to be carried in a litter made 
of one of the black mcivs blankets; the other inva- 
lids, exceeding half the party, were sent forward 
with him under charge of Mr. Hodder, while I went 
to take leave of tfie Chenoo- Having performed 
this ceremony, arui sj-iven him two fathoms of bafls* 
I quitted Cooloo, came up with the invalids in a 
short time, and reached the boats at noon, when a 
tent was immediateljir pitched on shore for Mr. Tu- 
dor, who was now la a moat violent fever. The 
complaints of the other men were confined to 
tigoe and blistered feet 

Dorii^ this excursion we seldom met with water 
lo fill our canteens (that of the river excepted), 
more than once a day, and the sprinsfs were gene- 
rally very small. T}ie only provisions we could 
procure were a few fowls and e^s^t^, some cassada 
root, green plantains, and beans; but all in quan- 
tities totally insufficient to supply the daily expen- 
diture of 20 men. W e did not see a single sheep or 
goat, and not above two or tfiree pigs. Palm wine, 
which we found infinitely more refreshing and grate« 
ful to the stomach, when heated and fatigued^ than 
either wine or spirits and water, is at this season 
extremely scarce, owing to the long drought; so 
that, thousb every banza and gentleman's town ia 
surrounded by these trees (from 20 to 200 at each), 
we often could not procure it even in exchange for 
brandy. It appears that the raiiiy season, for these 
last two years, has been very moderate, and the 
lighter rains, that usually happen in Jutie, have 
been entirely wanting this year, which accounts for 
the burnt-Li[) appearance of (he country, aTid the 
very little water, it is however expected by the 
natives, that the ensuinff rainy season wiU be pro- 
portionally violent ; and they are now preparinir for 

by firesh ooveriog ai»l repairing their huts. Toej 



Mjr that everj tlmd or fourth jear the rmr iw» 
consideFabry higher ttmoin the intermediate ohm; 
eod this aGcoantB for the dflerent elevation of the 
annkft on the rocks. 

Thus far the banks of the river do not afford a 
single timber tree capable of making a beam or 
timber for a sloop of war. The only trees that grow 
to a large 81216, are the Adansonia and the Bombax 
(or wild cotton), ami the wood of both is spongy 
and T!>rlesB ; several varieties of evergreens, highlj 
emaneiitai in their growth and foUagOt aie mw* 
erer met with in the valleja. 

The only appearatice oi metab is in the ferrtigi* 
nduB clay and stonea near the river, which the n»> 
tires grind, and these form their pots for boiling 
(their only cooking- utensil) ; these small stones 
rounded to the siae of a pea, serre them for nnall 
shot. Small particles of copper were observed by 
Dr. Smith in some of the specimens of minerab be 
collected. 

During.my absence the seiiie was hauled, but not 
a sinfi^le fish was taken. The only implempnts of 
fishint( Been with the natives were the scoop-net, 
already spoken of, and a kind offish pot of reeds* 
The fish we could procure from them are all very 
small, with the exception of one which I bought, 
and whose skin Mr« Cranch preserved. It appears 
to be of the genus Murmeu Testaceous fish are 
extremely few ; a single shell (Hefir) found on the 
summit of one of the bills near a fishing hut, and an 
oyster taken up by the dredge, are all we have been 
able to procure. 

On the banks we hiivc lourKl Htiares for taking 
beach birds, nearly rcsonibliiif^ tliose used in Ire- 
land to catclj snipes, beint^ an elastic twijr with a bit 
of line and noose, which catches the bird's neck. 

The higher we proceed the fewer fiatopean ar- 
ticles the natives possess; the country grass^oth 
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people^ and gourds are substitutes for glass bottles, 
or earthen mugs. The women too approach nearer 
to a state of nuditj; their sole clothing being a 
narrow apron (the breadth of the hand and 18 
inches long) before and behind, so that the hips on 
each side are uncovered. From every town near 
to which we passed, they tiocked out to look at the 
wtute men (inoudele)^ and without any marks of ti- 
naidity came and shook hands with us. To the best 
lookiiig and the best dressed I d&itrilMited some 
beads. The price paid here, by a native, for a wife 
of the fifst class, the Chenoo*s daughter for instance, 
is four pieces of baft, one piece of guinea, and a 
certain quantity of palm wine. We in no instance 
Bincc we leit Emboiiima found the men alki/U en 
avani in their offer of their women; but this our 
Bomma men told ub was from their litt le intercourse 
with Europeans, for that any of them would think 
himself honoured by surrendering his wilie or 
daughter to a white man. 

The population seems to be extremely thin, and 
(leaving out the insignificant number of fishermen 
who remain on the rocks at the river side) is col^ 
iected into bansas and gentlemens* towns; the 
largest of the former (CmIoo) does not contain 
above 300 souls, of whom two-thirds are women 
and children. The extent of fertile land is, how- 
ever, capable, with very moderate industry, of sup- 
portine^ a ^reat increase of population, not the one- 
hundredth part of lliat we have passed over being 
made any use of whatever. The plateaus appear 
to be well adapted for wheat, and certainly all the 
garden vegetables of Europe might be produced 
here in perfection, as well as potatoes. 

According to our informers, the ilominions of 
Ck>ngo extend from below Malemba, catting the 
coast and river to Bansa N'Inga ; but^w iar thejr 
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extend to the south of the riTer'^ mouth, or up it oa 
the south side, we could not learn, but. it seems to 
be considerably higher up the riyer than Inga. The 
paramount sovereign is named Lindj, orBlindy 
N'Congo, and resides at Banza Congo, six dajs 
journey in the interior from Tall Trees (on the 
south side of the river) ; it has no water comoiunio 
cation with the Zaire. Here the Portuguese ap- 
pear to have a fixed settlement, the natives speak- 
Uiff of their having^ soldiers and white women. 

The opposite sides of the river form two vice* 
royalties, that on the north being governed by the 
N'Sandy N'Congo, and the south by N'Cucula 
Congo, tK>th of whom reside at banzas in the inte* 
nor. 

The Chenooships, improperly named kin^oms 
by ESuropeans, are hereditary nefe, passing m the 
female line ; that is, on the decease of the£henoo 

the succession, instead of passing to his son, goes 
to his brother, or uterine uncle or cousin. On 
every demise a fresh investiture takes place by the 
viceroy s sending a cap (here the mark of all dig- 
nity) to the appointed successor; but thovii^h it is 
necessary that the succession should be continued 
in ttie family, the viceroy is not restricted to near- 
ness of kin or primogeniture, but as favour, corrup- 
tion or intri&^uc operates strongest, the investiture 
is given. The Chenoo, in his turn, appoints seve- 
ral inferior officers by sending them caps, particu- 
larly the Mafook, or custom master, who interferes 
in all trading transactions. The Mombella, Ma- 
caya and Mambom, are officers wliose respective 
powers I have not yet been able to ascertain with 
any certainty. Shn ery is here of two kinds, which 
may be denominated household or domestic, and 
trading. ViQien a young man is of age to b( i^nrt the 
world, his father or guardian gives him the means 
of purchasing a number of slaves of each sex, in 
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S portion to his quality, finom whom he breeds his 
aestic slaves, and these (thoo^ it does not ap« 
pear that he is bound by any parttcular law) he ne- 
ver sells or transfers, anless in eases of misbeha-- 
▼iour, when he holds a palaver, at which thej are 
tried and sentenced. These domestic slaves are, 
however, sometimes pawned for debt, bat are al- 
ways redeemed as soon as possible. The only re- 
straint on the conduct of the owners, towards their 
domestic slaves, seems to be the fear of their de- 
sertion ; for if one is badly treated, he runs ofT^ and 
goes over to the territory of another Chenoo, where' 
he is received by some proprietor of land, which 
uieTitably produces a feud between the people of 
the two districts. The trading or maiketable slaves 
are those purchased from the itinerant black slave 
merchants, and are either taken in war, kidnap- 
ped, or condemned for crimes; the first two of 
these classes, however, evidently form the great 
mass of the exported slaves; and it would seem 
that the kidnapped ones (or as the slave merchaiits 
who speak English call it " catching^ in the bush"), 
are by far the most numerous. This practice how- 
ever is certainly unknown at present on the banks 
of this river a«s far as we have yet proceeded. 

The property which a man dies possessed of de- 
Tolves to his brothers or uterine uncles, but pre- 
scriptively, as it would appear, for the use of the 
fimily of the deceased ; for they are bound by cus- 
tom (which is here tantamount to our written laws) 
to provide in a proper manner for the wives and 
chudren of the oeceaBed ; and the wives they may 
make their own, as in the Mosaic dispensation. 

Crimes are punished capitally by decapitation, 
by gradual amputation of the limits, by burning and 
by drowning. The only capital crimes, however, 
seem to be poisoning, and adultery with the wives 
of the great men. ThiB latter crime, it would ap- 
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pear, being punished lo proporlioii to the mk o€ 
we httsband. Thus it private man aecepts two 
alaveg fiwB tbe aggressor; biitlbesMof aChemo 
camiet thus ooopranise fab disbonoiir, hut is hcM 

bound to kill the aggressor; and if he escapes him 
pursuit, he may take the life of the first relation of 
the adulterer he meets ; and the relatives of this 
latter, by a natural re-action, revenging this injus- 
tice on the other paKy, or one of liis relations, is 
one of the grand causes of the constant animosities 
4^ the oeighbovring villages. It a man poisons an 
oqoaly he is simply decapitated ; but if an inferior 
efNUOMts this crinie (the only kind of secret miifder) 
w 9. saperior, the whole of bis male relations afe 
pal to aeath, even to the iafiMils at the breast 

When a theft is discovefedf the ean^on Idssey or 
priest, is applied to, and the whohi iM the penono 
suspected are brought before him. After throwing 
himself into violent contortions, which the specta* 
tors consider as the inspirations of the kissey or fe- 
tiche, he fixes on one ol the party as the thief, and 
the lattor is led away immediately to be sentenced 
by a palaver. Of course the judgment of tlie priest 
is guided either bj cbaoccior by individual enmity; 
and though (as our informer assured us) the judg* 
ment was often fi>und to be &lset it dm^les no- 
Ihins from the credit of the gangam, who tmowa the 
whole blame on Itie kissej. 

The frequency of the crime of putting poison in 
victuals, has established the custom of tne master 
invariably making the person, who presents him 
with meat or drink, taste it first ; and in offering 
either to a visiter, the host pertonns this ceremony 
himself; this the natives, who speak English, call 

taking off the fetiche." 

Both sexes paint themselves with red ochre; and 
before a bride is conveyed to her husband, she is 
smeared with this substance fixnn bead to foot— 
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Th# inen also make narks on their forebeaids and 
arms with both red and white days ; hat the only 
answer we could get to oar inquiries respecting 
these practices waS| that tiiey were done hy order 
of the gangam kisse j. 

Besides a prevalent cutaneous disorder or itch, 
several cases of elephantiasis were observed, and 
two patients with gonorrhoea applied to our doctor; 
this, however, they told us was a present from the 
Portuguese. 

The only game we have seen them play at was 
a kind of drafts named looela, the implements of 
which are a flat stone 18 inches square with 16 ca- 
▼ities^oved in it, and a small atone in each can* 
ty, as ui the anneied figure. 
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The impossibility of procuring i nib nimtion to . 
at all depended on from the nalives, respect r.ii^ 
the course of the river or the nature of the country, 
proceeds equally from their want oi curiosity, ex- 
treme indoience» and constant state of wair with 
each other. Hence, I have never been able to pro* 
cure a guide farther than from baDza to banza, or 
at the utmost a day's journejr; (or at every banza 
we were assured that, after passing the next, we 
should set into the Bushmen's countrjr, where thej 
would be in dangetr of being shot or kidnapped* 
Thus at Cooloo, it was only by the promise of hand- 
some pay, aiid still more through the assurance of 
salety offered by our muskets, that I could prevail 
on a guide to promise to accompany me to banza 
Inga. 

All my endeavours to find a slave trader who 
knew sometliing of the river have been fruitless. 
One man at Cooloo presented himself, and said he 
had been a month^s journey from that place, but 
always travelled by land, except in the passage of 
several rivers hy canoes and fords ; the direction 
of his course appeared to be to the N. E«, and the 
country, accoraing to him, more mountainous than 
where we are. Indeed it appears that the people 
of Congo never go themselves for slaves, but 
that they are al\^ m>s broiii^lit to them by those they 
call bushmen, who, the) say, have no towns nor 
acknowledge any government. All however agree 
in asserting that the country on the south is still 
more difficult tfian that on the north, which, to- 

f ether with there appearing to be no traces of the 
Wuguese missions on the latter,* as well as the 

* At Noki tlie crucifixes left by the missioDariefl were itraQge- 
ly mixed with the native fetich 0=, nnfl the people seemed by no 
Bi£au9 improved bj ibi» melange of ChhsUaa and Fagan idolatry. 
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river again taking a direction to the north, induces 
me to prefer this side for my farther progress. 

Aug* 19* In pursuance of my intention to en- 
ileavour to get as tkr as posnble bj the north bank 
of the river» I sent this morning Lieut Hawkey 
with eight meii) to form a .dqpdt of pnmsions at 
CmIoo. 

Aug. 20. Sent Mr« Fitanaurice with eight men, 
with a Becond projportion of provisionB, to proceed 
to Cooloo, where 1 learnt Mr. Hawkey arrived late 

last night. I shall to-morrow proceed with 14 men 
for the same place, from thence for banza Ingat 
sending the boats down to rejoio the Congo. 
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CHAPTER V. 

FrogreM irom the Cataract, or Cooloo, by Land clueil^ , to tii^ 
• .TermmatioQ of the Journey. 

t ' « r - 

Having arranged matters at the double-boalS) 1 
quitted the rirer with the remainder of my party 
flt 11 o^docki and reached Cooloo mtself at two ; 
bat for want of hands Was obliged to leare fdti of 
the burdens bebfaid) rati) the peoi^le could be sent 
back for them. Visited the Ciienbo, who gave me 
a fine sheep, and promised me a guide, and some 
men to assist in convej'ing our things to Inga. 

Aug. 21. With the tisual delay, I waited this 
whole day for the guide and bearers, williout either 
making their appearance; and in the allernoon I 
received a visit from the Chenoo, when I found 
that the delay proceeded from my not having 
given presents to the Mambom^ Macaya, and half 
a dozen other gentlemen. As the giving way to 
such pretensions would very soon exhaust my 
stock, I positively refused all their solicitatioiis 
for the moment, promising, however, that when I 
retnmed I would treat them as their conduct to 
white men should have deserved. After a long 
palaver, in which the disappointed party was ex- 
tremely violent, the more moderate remained mas- 
ters of the field, and it was determined that the 
Chenoo's son should accompany me as a guide the 
iiext morning. 

The night scene at this place requires the pen- 
cil to delineate it In the foreground an immense 
Adansonia, under which our tents are pitched, 
with the fires of our people throwing a doubt- 
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All H^t over them ; before us the lofty and per- 

{jendicular Iiills that form the south sideofVel- 
ala, witli its ravines (in which onlj vegetation 
is found) on fire, presenting the appearance of the 
most brilliantly illuminated amphitheatre; and 
finailj, the hoarse noise of the fsAU contrasted with 
the perfect stillness of the night, except when bro* 
ken by the cry of our sentiiiels ^ all's welV' coDti« 
Bued to create a ?rnsation to which even our 
sailors were not indifferent 

The conclusion of the nig|it I hourorer found not 
so pleasant; awaking extremely unwell, I directly 
swallowed five grains of calomel, mA moved my- 
self until I produced a strong perspiration. 

Aug. 22, Though still very uiiwcll, I had every 
thing prepared to be off at daylight w iih lialf the 
party for Inga, intending to leave the ixmaiiider at 
Couioo, uiitil I had tried the practicability ofad- 
vancini;. It was however ten o'clock before I 
could <rvi the guide, and six men or bearers, to 
each ot whom I was obliged to give two fathoms of 
bail and three strings of beads. I now found that 
Prince Schi (alias Simmons) had deserted, and 
taken with him four <^ ^ best men I had brought 
from Embomma, as porters : and just as| was se^ 
ting offy the Chenoo and all his possi^ came to xpe, 
lo let me know that my interpreter had vioialed. 
their customs, and bis own woro, having bargained 
with two of the head gentlemen for their wives (one, 
the first time I was at Cooloo,' and the other the 
night preceding), for two fathoms a night, which 
having no means of paying, he had concealed him-* 
self or ran oiY to Embonuna. Though sufficiently 
irritated, I could not forbear smiling at their man- 
ner of relating the circumstance, as well as at their 
expe< tat ions, that I would either pay to the hus- 
bands the stipulated pcice, or penoit them to seiae 
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Simmons, and sell him as a slare. In order to 
avoid either oi ihese alternatives, 1 promised that, 
onmj return, I would arrange the alliiir amicably; 
with which, after a long palaver, which cost me 
some brandy, they were obliged to be satisfied. 

Hfivins^ thns lost my interpreter, f was obhVed 
tootier very high terms to tiie only person with me, 
who could supply his place ; a man wbom we had 
picked up at Embomma, and employed as one of 
the boat's crew, but who^ hayiDg been in England 
five yean, spoke the language as well as SimmonB, 
and his own much better; I tfaerefim at oooe pro* 
mised faun the valae of a slave and ether afeate mi 
on my retnm, if he would accompany me;' to 
which he at last acceded, all his countrymeD at- 
tempting to deter him, by the idea d being killed 
and eaten by the bushmen. 

We reached banza Manzy (about nine miles 
north of Cooloo), at noon, the whole road being 
along a plateau. Here I was obliged to give four 
fathoms of baft for a pig of 15lb. weight : and af- 
ter he was paid for, the people pretend ini^ tliev 
could not catch him, I was obliged to direct him to 
be shot At four came to a very deep ravine (JSoaho 
cwofkn), the bed of a vast torrent, coverea with 
rocks, slate and quarts^ in the hoUows bf which a 
considerable quantity of excellent water still re- 
mained, apparently since the rains. The sides of 
the ravine were thinly clothed with wood, among 
which were trees perfectly straight finom 80 to 100 
Jhet high, and 18 inches diameter, the wood of 
which was nearly the density, and had much the 
appeara )ce, of oak; they were the only trees we 
had yet seen of any utility. 

In this ravine Me halted for the night, on learn- 
ing; (hat wc eould not reach Inga, and that there 

was no water between; where we were and that 
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place. The country we passed over tliis day 
would appear to be from B to 12 miles from the 
river, and i.^ more hilly and barren tiiau any we 
have yet gone over; but the same structure on a 
lai^er scale, appears to prevail, as that of which 1 
have given a repre??entation. 

Our night scene here, though entirely dissimilar 
from the preceding one, was perfectly theatrical; 
the tre^ completely ahading the ravine, and the 
reflection «f toe fim on the tent, and on the fo- 
liage, and on the roeka, with the mixtare of black 
and white nien,eacli codung his 8U{^per,'Dii|ilEt hem 
«zercwed the pen of Salvator Koaa, and woold 
give no bad idea of the lendezrooa of a hofde of 
bandittL 

In the morning wg found we had pitched oar 
tent over a nest of pismires; but although we 
were covered uith them, liOt apciboii was bitten, 
any more than by tiie moscfietoes, who, from its 
shade and humidity, had chosen tiiis as their head- 
qtmrters. At daylight we were roused by the dis- 
cordant concert of a If^i^iou ol monkey- and par- 
rots chattering, joined with that o( a bird named 
.by the natives hooUlaso, (a crested Toucan) having 
a scream between the bray of an ass and the bleat 
of a lamb ; another, wkb a note resembling the 
cnekoo, but much hoarser; and another crying 
^ wbijp-poor-wiU'* (a mocies of goataocker). We 
also found tbat seFOial buffiiloes nad been to drink 
at one of die boles in the rocks, aboat 200 yaids 
from one of our tents. 

Aug* 23. At seven o'clock (having given the 
people their usual breakfast of cocoa), we set out, 
and crossed a most dillicMlt tract of iiills and ra- 
vines uDtil 11, when we foninl ourselves just at the 
angle of the river, formed by its returning to the 
S. £,4 this last reach not appearing to he more 
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than three or 6mt miles^ but entirely filled Willi 

rocks, and absolutely, as far as we could judge 
witli our glasses, williouL the smallest passage or 
carrying place for a canoe. At noon we reache^l 
banza Inga, haviug turnrd oil to the west corjsi- 
(lerably from tlic river, and tbund it situated on 
one of the usual plateaus. The Chenoo, we 
teamed, was blinds and that the government wttB 
in a kind of commission, composed of the MacayiSit 
Mambom, &c. which portended me no goodr^ 
pabver being immediatelj astembled to know 
vhat white men came here for. I now ibimd it 
would be neceasarjr to deviate fi*om my fimner ms^^ 
■ertions of bavii^ nothing to do with trade, if I 
meant to get forward ; and accordingly I gave these 
gentlemen to understand, that I was only the forerun- 
ner of other white men, who would bring them every 
thing they required, provided I should make a fa- 
vourable report of their conduct on my return to 
my own country. At ]( iii:;lh 1 was promised a 
guide to conduct me to the place where the river 
again became navigable for canoes, but on the et^ 
press condition that I should pay ajar of brandy, 
and dress four gentlemen with two fathoms of baft 
each. These terms I complied with, iiiiimlnftiiHg 
on my part that the guide uiould be fonaiwflttriilt 
mediately, (as this part of the river was said to 
not above half a day's journey from Inga), and he 
was accordingly bi ouii;lit Ibrward. Depending on 
;[iese assurances, I pi oposed, as soon as the peo« 
pie should have dined, to set offi but was now in*' 
Ibrmed that I cuuld nut Ijave a ituido (ill the morn- 
ing. Exasperated by this intolerable tergiversa* 
tion, being unable to buy a single ibwi, and havii^ 
but three days provisions, I remonstrated in the 
strongest manner, and deviated a litde from my 
hitherto patient and conciliating manners, by telk 
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fno; tliem, that if they did not furnish a giiidp. I 
should proceed in spite of them, ordering at the 
same time the ten men with me to fall in under 
arms ; «l the sight of which the palaver broke up, 
and it was sauve am pent. The women and chil* 
dien, who had flecked to see white ftien for the 
first time, disappeared, and the batlfefi became a 
desert ; on inqairing for the men who bad come 
with me from CooloOt I also feutid that thej had 
▼anished with their masters ; iif short, i was left 
sole occupier of the banza. Finding that Ihvf 
would not at all facilitate my progress, I setit mj 
interpreter with a conciliating message to the Ma- 
caya, whose tenement was outside the banza, and 
which shortly produced the re-appearance ot some 
men, but skulking behind the liut:^ with their mus- 
kets. Alter an hour's dr!ay, the regency again ap- 
peared, attended by about fifty men, of whom 
MMirteea had muskets. The Mambom, or war 
mimster first got upt and made a long spee^h^ 
appealing every now and then to the other fcom- 
ffioa) people who were sweated, and who all an* 
sWered bj a kind of howl. During this speech 
he held in his hand the w»p kiesey, composed of 
boffiJoe^s hair, and dirty rags ; and Which (as we 
afterwards miderstood) he occasidnallj invoked to 
break the locks, and wet the powder of our musJ 
kets. As I had no intention of carrying the affair 
to any extremity, I went from the place wherfe I was 
seated, opposite to the palaver, and familiarly seat- 
ing myself alongside the Maeaya, shook him by 
the hand, and explained, that though he might see 
I had the power to do him a great deai of harm, I 
had little to tear irom his rusty muskets: and that 
though. 1 had great reason to be displeased with 
their conduct and breach of promise, I would pass 
it over, provided I was assured of having a gaide 
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at daylight ; which was promised, on condition 
that the gentlemen should receive eight fathoms 
of cloth. 

The people here had never before seen a white 
man, and the European commodities we saw \\ ere 
leduced to a little stoneju^ and some rags of cloth- 
ing* The language is a dialect of that of Elmbom- 
iMkybut considerably differing. The Cbenoo 
oeives his cap from the Benzy N^Congo, who 
sides ten days journey to the N. W. and not on 
the river. 

We purchased half a dosen of fewls^ but were 

obliged to pay for water, at the rate of three beads 
4br a canteen. There is here a ^ood deal of lignum 
vitae, the largest seen about four inches in diameter. 

Aug. 2i. Though tlie guide was promised at 
daylight, I found that the people of the oanza wish- 
ed to throw every obstacle in tlie way of onr pro- 
ceeding, assuring us, that the people further on 
would shoot us from the bushes, Sec. &c which 
produced the efiect of making the men that had 
Drought our things from Cooioo refuse to proceed 
any hirther. At length I was under the necessity 
of secretly promising one of the geiktlemen a jpiece 
of haft for ms good offices; when he immediately 
ofiered himself as a guide, and five of his boys to 
carry our provisions. Leaving therefore every 
thing but these and our water, under the care of 
CooToo men, we at last set off, at eleven oVloek. 
At the end of the banza we passed a blacksuiilh at 
work, fitting a hoe into a handle ; his bellows was 
composed of two skin bags, and his anvil a large 
stone. The progress seemed very slow, the iron 
never being brought to a red heat. Our route lay 
chiefly akmx die winding bottom ofaTallej be- 
tween two ridges of hills; the valley generally very 
fertile, but now without water, thougu furrowed by 
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- eiftremelj deep beds of torrents. In the valley we 
fonnd two towns^ sorronnded hj plantations of ma* 
nioc growing almost, to the sise of trees.: A flock 
of M to 30 goato wu a iK);yel «ight , bat the master 
being abeent, we could not purchase one. Tfie 
women Bold us some manioc, and gave us a jar of 
water. At the upper end oi the valley we found a 
complete banza of ant hills, placed with more re- 
gularity than the native banzas : they were very 
large, and had the shape of a mushroom, but some* 
times with double and treble domes, the latter evi- 
dently intended to carry off the water in the VBiaa, 
At four o'clock "we reached the river at Mavoonda 
Boaya, where we fou^od it stiU lined with rocks and 
vast heaos of sand* but free bem all obstnictioB in 
the middief from two to tbree-bundred yards wide ; 
the cmrent gentle (oot^above two miles an hour)^ 
and a strong counter current running up on th^ 
north shore; its direction N. W. 

The Macaya of Mavoonda beincc told of our ar- 
rival, visited us in a iew ijour», and was very civil, 
and seemingly rejoiced to see white men; in re- 
turn for his civility and his palm wine,! gave him a. 
cotton umbrella. The iFilbrmation received here, 
of the upward course at the river, was more di»- 
tbct. than any we have yet had ; all the persona 
We spoke to agreeing that^ after ien days in a canoc^ 
we should come -ta a ixktge sandy island, which 
makes two cbeaneks one iRothe N. VV. ^md the other 
to the N.£.$ ' that inr the latter therei is ia fall, but 
that canoes are easily got above it rlhat twenty 
days above the island, the river issues by many 
small stroauisfrom a great inarsh or lake of mud. 

Having thus ascertained that the river ajjain be- 
comes navigable at the <listance ol about 20 to 24 
miles above Yollala, I endeavoured to ascertain if* 
I could procure canoes, and was ^sured 1 might 
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purchase them at banza Mavooiula, During the 
uiglit wc had two ©mart showers of rain, vvliicli, aa • 
we were bivouacked in the open air, wetted U8 
through. In the inornin«; we returned to Inga, . 
whence I^ave sent Lieut. Hawkey back to Cooiooy. i 
with 14 men of this place^ to bring up the provi- i 
Bions and presents ; intending immediately to pro- ' 
cure two canoes and proceed up the river*. «14r* 
Crancb being ill, takes thifoccaaftonol'retasmDgta 
the Congo. , , * « . • . . 

The €^ount^J declines considerably in proceed- 
ing to the liurth. y • . . 

Autj. 25. All the European articles procured 
from Embomina. which is the emporium of the Con- 
go empire, and might once he considered as the uni- 
versity for tparliijtcr the EiiL^li^li languasTf .and breed- 
in!^ up fac iors fur the slave trade, are now broui^ht 
thither by the Portuguese, and consist chiefly ot tlie 
conrsest of English cottons, aqua ardente of Brazil^ 
and iron bars. Beads are only taken in eichanm 
for fowls, eggs, manioc and fruits, which seem dl 
to belong to the women, the men neyer dispodns 
of tb|(p without first consulting their wives^ to wbom 
the toads are given. The iashion Taries from day 
to day, but the mock corah and black and wbite» 
seem to be most constaiilly in request. 

Earli village has a grand kissey or presiding di- 
named Mevonga. It is the figure of a man, - 
ilu ho ly stuck with bits of iron, teathcrs, old rags, 
&;r. and resemblrs notliiiig so much as onr of our 
8care-crows. F^ach house has its dii penates,maie . 
and female, who are invoked on all occasions. 

A slave from Ben's coontcy,, (Soondy) was this 
day brought for sale; it appesMd that be had been 
pled^d tor debt, and not being redeemed, was ao 
cordmgly to be sold. His infoimation respecting ' . 
bis country, which appears to be that of fien» and a 
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large district, is, that it is a long waj up the river; 
that he came down to f nga, sometimes by water, 
sometimes by land, and was in the whole 25 days 
on his journey j but as he passed througl^i ilie hands 
ol a great many traders, and their days jouniey arc 
very short, it is probable tfiat it might be done in 
ten days. As Ben however had forgotten the name 
of his town, 1^ could gain no information) and in- 
deed his knowledge of the language is so impeiv 
feet that he has never been of the mallest use as 
an interprefer. 

Befere marriage, tbe lathers or brothers of a girl 
prostitute her to every man that will gay two 
thorns of cloth ; nor does this derogate in any way 
from her character, or prevent her being afterwards 
married. The wives are however never trafficked 
in this manner except to white men of considera- 
tion. 

The boys are taken from the mothers as soon as 
they can walk, and the father sits the whole day 
with them on a mat The girls are entirely neg- 
lected by the father. 

Whenever any thing brings a number of people 
Cogether^ the men immediately light a fire and squat 
themselves round ^ it in the stroke; the men and 
boys together, the women remaining behind sepa- 
rate. 

The rdigioHt is planted in all the market 

places, and is considered here, as it is in the East, 
a sacred tree; for our people iiaviiig piled their 
muskets aijainst o[ie. and some of the points of the 
bayonets stickiiifi: into the luirk, a great clamour 
was raised until thev were renun ed. 

The hoe is their only instrumerit of husbandry, 
and is made out of a piece of fiat bar iron beat out 
and stuck into a handle from one to two feet hi 
length, as in the following figures: 

» . 

0 
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At Kincaya, in the valley of Bemba Macongo, 
we met with an Embotnma slave merchant going 
into the interior for slaves. No information was to 
be got from him respecting the river, pretending 
that he had never been np it. It is evident these 
merchants do not wish Europeans to penetrate into 
the country, lest they shoold interfere with their 
business. Here the cicatrices or ornamental marks 
on the bodies of both men and women were much 
more raised than in the lower parts of the River. 
The women in particular had their chests and belly 
below the navel embossed in a manner that must 
have cost them infinite pain, the way of effecting it 
being to seize the skin between the fore-finger and 
thumb, and scarify it longitudinally with a sharp 
knife; and when this is uone so deep as to draw 
the blood, the juice of a plant is applied as a styp- 
tic, and the deeper the cut is, the more raised is 
the cicatrice. 



• » 

< ^'ti Wlttnllie'iABitilreg fiM' Mw tite tie# Bioon,' they 

• * buled sfs like pr^GurstMr of thc^ siioWerB of rain 

which they expect soon after its close (that "is to 
■ tjay, when the sun is on the rqnator): tliey then he- 
wn to sow tlieir Indian corn and ground nuts. The 
•-'heavy rains do not set in for six weeks later. The 
river begins to rhe a montli before the rains, that 
^ is immediately atter the season of showers has set 
isL I find it usek^ to aitemjift talking about busi- 
ness witil the palaver is finished ; that is to say, un- 
•lil tfa»{taitt wittetfeDfry taBki^e brought, and the bran- 

ti^jr 'flExpeftt to'teeeiiites lire «U expended, br 

• much ti:^ they tire usUidly half drubk, and their 
' inclinalidn to palaTer, to lie, to chicane, seems io 
' increftse in pri^mtioA to the qimntity they may 

have swallowed, u - < f » - 

This morning 1 received a visit from a Foomoo 
with a large calabash of paliu wn»e, who, nfler . 
sharing it out among hi^ own people^ expectrd I 
would, in return of the compliment, give him ajar 
of brandy; but as his sole business seemed to be 
ottrioBity, and I had little brandy left, I did not 
choose to comply ; and in order to pfevent further 
*'8olicitatbn,- 1 told him I had 'none, with which, 
though mi»^h» discontented^ he was obliged to he 
sfttimd. ' At noon I returned to inga. 

August 26;" Wlrile^ Lieutenant Hawkey was gone 
to Cooloo to bping up the luggage, 1 visited the ri- 
ver from Inga, being: about a mile distant. The 
reach here rwm c ast and west for three or four 
miles, and \\\ that distance had three snccossive 
falls, the higitest 8onga Yellala. On my return 1 
found a present of four chickens from the blind 
€henoo^ with a request that I wouW give him four 
' iatboiDS of baft in return ; btit a0 Tdeemed half that 

?uantity to be firar times the value of his present, 
sent Imn two fii;iboai9, which were soon after. 
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brought back to me, wilh a violent complaint that 
T Imd given four fathoms each to the Mambok: and 
Macanga, apd, that the kiiig expected the same ; «■ 
the ibniier was however an exactkm beiofe i ociidd 
procure guides^ I did not think it n^Nseesaiy to com- 
plj with theChenoo^adeiBaiidrbat taking back tfce 
two fathoms sent hiin nothing, and in a vetyehort 
time anotlier messas^e came from him^ request inj^ 
he might have the tw o iathoms, which I again deli- 
vered to be given to him. 

A i^angam kissey passed throujih the banza, at- 
tenilc d by his clerk or drum-braler, with all the 
instruments of his profession, viz. a big drum, a 
pared of. calabashes filled with small stonieB^ a 
piece of tree, and a doaen stinking fetiches^. We 
found that he had been sent for t6 u n^ighbooriag 
village to discover the eaude of -a man^s deatb. ' 

, I this daj virited the Tallej of Kineaja, where I 
was told a man had canoes to sell; hut he was 
«gone into the country. The structure of the val- 
ley we fouikl to consist of a vast ma&s of slate, the 
strata dipping 45** to the S. W. The hills on each 
side were also composed of slat<\ \^ith masses of 
quartz. Here 1 purciiased som^ smoked fish. Here 
also I again met the £mbomina slave trader. The 
manner of conducting the traffic in slaves, we found 
to be thas: The slave merchant quits EmbcHnnia 
with three men, each carrying ajar of brandy, and 
u piece of cloth; on a barg^^m for a slave being 
concluded, a jar of brandy is then dmnk, and a 
proportion of Che cloth is given to the €henoo and 
other jcreat men a^ presents; the seller then sends 
one of his oun inen back ^vltli the trader to receive 
the price of the slave at Embomma, or at any inter- 
mediate place that the feuds or other impediments 
io tranquillity may render expedient. 
A ugust 27. This morning the gangam kissey re^ 
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tonied, and we learnt that iie had denouiiced three ' 
men oi another village aa ihe poisoners of the man 
that diedt and that the accused were immediately 
to ttuder^ the ordeal of chewing poisonous bark, 
whidif if thejr were guilty, they would retain in the 
stomach, and thue it would occasion their death; 
hut if innoemt, they would vomit it up again im- 
mediately. On inquiry if the gangam did not some* 
times undergo the revenge of tlie persons thus 
falsely denounced, 1 was told that such a thing was 
unknown, for that the accused conf<idered the kis- 
sey to be only to blame ; and that moreover the 
gangam could not be hurt, the kissey always fore- 
wj^rning him ot danger. Rven my interpreter, who 
had been baptised and lived tive years in England, 
expressed his firm belief in these notions ; whichf 
by the way, are not more ridiculous than the au- 
gury of the Romans, or the inspiratianaand beatific 
fisiona of certain Christians. The gangams do not 
appear to be numerous, the one abovcmentioned 
having come from a considerable distance. Each 
gangam has usually a novice with him, whom he 
initiates into the mysteries of the profession, to 
which he Bucreeds on his death. The manner of 
iaiiiHtion is kept, as may be supposed, a pioiound 
secret from the people. Their pay consists of the 
country rndiiey, of which this fellow had received 
a large bundle. 

The impediments io communication from the na- 
ture of the country, and the want of rivers, appear 
to be the great obstacles to the civilization of 
Africa. The abolition of the slave trade, though it 
ivill produce little or no eflect on the state of do- 
niestic slavery, (which is not incompatible with a 
high degree of eiviliasationO must in the end ten^ 
greatly to improve Africa, by rendering the com- 
fiiunication between different parts of the QQuntry 
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free frpra the danger of being kidnapped, which ' 
now represses all curiosity, or all desire of the 
people of one banza to go beyond tlie neighbour- , - 
ing Every onan I have conversed with indeed 44 
awmwfedgesy that, if white inea did not com^.lbi^ 
slavea, the practice of kidnapping iwolild no loQgoi^ 
exisl^ an4 the wars, which nine times out of ten wefi^l 
suit fisQim the £|irop«aD dm^eito^de, yypuld.he. p Ben iii ^ 
portbnally lesa frequent The people aii««ge amt ^4 • 
assuredly desire the- cessation of a tradeyin^hkliv / 
on the contrary, all the great men deriving a large 

Sortiou of their revenue from the presents it pro- 
uces, as well as the slave merchaj>ts, who how- . _ 
over are not numerous, are interested in the con- % 
tiiiuance. It is xiot however to be expected thal.,<i^ 
the eirc'cls of the abolition will be immediatelj^pf^jp^^ 
ceptible; OP the contrary, it will probab^..|DequiTO|b| 
more than one^eneration to hrrnmr ai>pij|(Tifit;i,^[S| 
efiects, which^£tye heentheQ^^^ 
tiee of three c^tufiesi .wi^^cei^^^ continue long .iy 
after the cause is remoiredV inlbct, i£ we m»m»fp0, 
to accelerate the progress of cmlisa^oOv it rcan^i^ 
only be done by colonization, and ccrtsunly thane 
could not be a l>ettcr point tp commence at than ; 
the baiiks. of the Z^ir^. , . . c^y wftflt^ i 
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CHAPTER Vi. 

Excursion from Inga, and from thence to the TemunatioA of 

the JourD€jr. 

lirEUTBKART HAWKer haviBg returned with a part 
of the presents for the (jiiefst and provisions for 
the joumej, I this morning (28th) determined to 
set oat for Mavoonda to bamin Ibr some canoes; 
and was just on the i>oint ofdeparture^ when die 
Macayo paid me a visit, and informed me, that if 
I purchased any canoes, I would iiiid myself taken 
in, for that at a daj's journey above Mavoonda the 
river was a^ain obstructed by a fall named San- 
galla, over whicli I should not be able to get the 
canoes ; this information at once throwing me again 
into as great uncertainty as ever, I determined, 
instead of going to purchase canoes, to visit this 
Sangalla without delay. It was however some time 
before I csould procure a guide, when the old gen- 
tleman, who had led me to Mavoonda, again offer- 
ed himself for half a piece, whom I was forced to 
accept. As he assured me we should be back at 
nij^t, I took onlj Mr« Galwey and four men, with 
a vefy short day's provisions, not wishing to open 
a fresh case of preserved meat (which is now our 
aole resource for the people). After passing 
through the vaUey of bemba, we ascended the 
hills that line the river, and w^hich are more fa- 
tiguing than any we had yet met with, being very 
steep, and totally roniposed of brokt^i pieces of 
quartz, resembliii<j: a newly made limestone road. 
At four o*ch)ck we came in sight of the river, be- 
tween the hills; and instead of getting back at 
night, I found it would be nearly dark before we 
could reach Sangalla, and, as I expected, we onlj^ 
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readied it at sunset. Including the windings of 

* the river, I suppose it about ten miles above Ma- 
voonda ; the iiU( rmediate reach niniiing due north, 
studded with several islands, but tlie stream not 
very strong. At Sangalla tlie river is crossed by 
agroj^t ledi^e of slate rocks, leavinij only a passajje 
close to tlie toot of the hill on tiie left bf\nk about 
fifty yards wide, through which the stream runs at 
least eight miiea an hour, fonoing whirlpools in the 
nuddle, whose vortices occupy at least half the 
breadth of the channel, and must be fatal to any 
catioe that should get into them. Aboat two nim 
lower down the river the stream breaks quite acrDBs 
over a sunken ledge of rocks* Above, the rirer 
forms a wide expanse east and west, bat filled with 
rocky islets; the great breadth however reduces 
the velocity of the stream, so that canoes easily 
pass. About two miles above the conimeiicenieiii 
of the narrow channel there is a ferry. 

Having examined every thing here, and heiriij^ 
told hy our guide that there was a banzaiiot much 
higher up, where we might g^et some victuals, 1 
proceeded towards it, serambhiii^ over the rocks 
with infinite fatigue for an hour, and then pene- 
trating through a close wood (the first vre have 
3een) near it, until it became quite dark. Thia 

• seemed to be the haunt of hufl&loes, whose dung, 
fresh dropped, still smoked. At length about eight 
o'clock we reached the landing place; and by tbe 
light of the moon {proceeded over new him to* 
wards the sjiot where our auide supposed the 
banaa to be situated* I soon nowever discovered 
that he had lost his way ; and seeing a fire on the 
side of a hill, and hearing; human voices, I desired 
him to irujuire ; hut the pcopk* were afraid to come 
to us, and we could not find any path to get to 
them. After some time spent in hallooing, we un- 
derstood ii'om tiiem that th« Jjtaoza was deberted* 
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As we hfd neiliier victQals nor water, and nearly 
ehoked with thirst, it was necessary we should 
endeavour if possible to procure the latter ; and 
after an hoiir^s walk one of the men came down 
irom the iiill, and conducted us through thick un- 
derwood, where we were almost oblis^ed to crawl, 
and tiirough grass twice our own height, to a spot 
clear of wood on the side of the hill ; and finding it 
u^ieless to go any ^rther, we made a fire to dry our 
cloaks, which were literally soaked with perspira- 
tion. A little water brouglit us by the wives of 
those bushmen, fqr they had no hot, was our sup- 
per, and the broken granite stones our bed. The 
water was a stronff chalybeate. The night was 
however fine, tbon^ cold, so that ear Mronac, for 
want of oar coats, which, on the expectation of be- 
ing back the same evening, wc had not brought, 
was not over comfortable ; and at five o'clock in 
the nnorniiig of the 29th I quitted it to take a view 
of the river. One of the bushmen informed us, 
that ailer a short reach to the eastward it again 
ran to the south, and then turned bac k to the north, 
pointing out the liills and a banza, named Yonga, 
round which it turned ; and according to his ac- 
coant, after two days journey in a canoe hidier up, 
anotlier Sai^alla occurred, worse than £e first. 
We also learnt that the haiiaa, which we intended 
to have gone to the evening before, had been de^ 
^sorted for some time ; the people, it seems, had 
robbed some slave merchants returning from Em- 
bomma with their goods, and fearing the conse- 
quences, had all taken to the bush. After a small 
portion of roasted manioc and a drauglit of water 
tor breakfast, we proceeded on our return to Infi:a ; 
and, having climbed a tremendous hill which hangs 
over the river, we came to three or four huts, where 
a woman had the conscience to ask us a fathom 
#f cloth lor a small fowl. We had however the 
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good fortune to procure a calabash of palm winev- 
a little further on, without which we should scarce- 
ly have been able to continue on our march; the^ 
sunt after nine o'clock, becomiitt extremelj m>w€i«» 
fid; even with this, it was with the atmost difficul^ 
I could prevail on the people to posh on^ the road 
being abscdutely impracticable for a man with any 
burden ; and it was four oVlock before we reached 
Kincaya. Here I found the greatest difficulty in 
getting any thing to eat; at last, however, we pro- 
cured an old hen and some manioc, which, stewed 
up together, gave us a scanty repast ; and after an 
hour's rest we set off' for Inga, which we reached 
at seven o'clock, equally to our own satisfaction 
and that of our companions, who, expecting as 
back the first evening, had feared lest some tuoAi 
dent had befallen us. On both days we saw great 
numbers of deer of two different specs^^ one evi- 
dently an antelope; the other a faige'^jiiiimal of 
th^ deer kind, of wUeh was "a herd ootebting of 
thirty or forty. They seemed not to be very shy, 
but were too far off for our shots to take effect. 
Tn two ravines which we passed, we observed ra- 
ther more rapid streains. The country to the east- 
ward was low. 

This excursion convinced us of the total imprac- 
ticability of penetrating with any immber of men 
by land, along the ^idett of the river, botli from the 
nature of the country, and impoBsibiiitjr^iCpinniig 
ing provisions. ^ ,ktA • - - 

On the 30th, I sent Lieutenant Hawkev to* ¥o0aF 
da to endeavour to hire canoes, to enable us to go 
up to the first Sangalla, being determined to make 
an attempt by water, thoupi with little hopes of 
success. / t.^<i 

Where there are neither written annals, legends, 
nor ancient national songs, nor chronology beyond 
a n^ntb, the history of a nation must be very 
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va^ue and confined. The only idea I have been 
able to obtain of the Congoese history, is, that 
Congo once fonned a mighty empire, the chief of 
which had three sons, between whom he divided 

his dominions at his death, giving to one the upper 
part of the river on both sides as far asSangailaj 
to a second, the left bank of the river (the Blandy 
N'Congo), and to the third, the right bank, Banzej 
N'Yonga. 

The Congoese are evidently a mixed nation, 
having no national physiognomy, and many of them 
perfectly south European in their features. This^ 
one would naturally conjecture, arises from the 
Portuguese having mixed with them ; and yet there^ 
we very few Molattoes among them. 

The creeping plants serve fi>r cordage ; some of 
which are not. less than six mches in diameter. 
Fleas and bugs swarm in all the huts. A great 
scarcity of wood fit for building; prevails in this 
country. The stony hills about this part are thinly 
clad witii scrubby trees, which are fit only for fuel; 
in many places they resemble an old apple orchard. 

The mornings are calm. The bree?:c sets^ in 
from the westward at noon, and is proportionably 
strong to the heat of the day, and when the sun has 
been very hot, continnes strong during the night; 
the days and nights however are both very cloudy, 
so that it is impossible to get any observation even 
ia three or feur days. 

The hoop by which they ascend the palpi trees 
-is ibrmed of a moist supple twig. 

The idea of civilizing Africa by the sending; out 
a few Negroes educated in England, appears to he 
utterly useless; the little knowledge accjuired by 
such y)ei sons having the same effect on the univer- 
sal igiiorance and barbarism of their countrvmen, 
ttuit a drop of fresh water would have in the ocean. 
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The scarcity of food at this time is eitrane* 
The sole subsistence of the people being manioc, 
either raw, roasted, or made into coongo, and of 
this they hare bj no means an abwidance; and a 
very few green plantains. A bitter root, which re- 
quires foordays boiling to deprive it of its pemi* 
clous qualities, is also much eaten. 

The indolence of the men is so great, that it a 
man ^ots a few beads of different colours, he stops 
at home (^^vhile his wife is in the field picking up 
wood, &c/), to striiie: them, placing the different 
colours in every kind of way till they suit !iis fancy. 

They have songs on various subjects, love, war, 
pahn wine, &c 

They have no other arms except knives and a 
few muskets; no shot, butsmall rounded stones: a 

E*ece of quartz makes a Rood flint They take 
h by poisoning them with a species of narootie 
herK They make good lines with grass. 

They amuse themselves with a game which is 
played on a piece ol board, having twenty-eight 
circular hollows on its surface; but 1 could not 
learn the principles of the game. 
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The pahn wine is obtainrd hy making an orifice 
a little above tlie insertion of the lowest branch or 
leaf, into wliic h a tube is intit rted lor conducting 
the liquor into a calabash. These calabasheb are 
extremelj OBeful for all manner of household pur- 

EDees, and are of all auses; the small ones are used 
r holding their snnfi^ or dust of dried tobacco 
leavee» and are generally ornamented with figures, 
aometimes cut in higli and sometimeB in low reliip£ 
The canoes are imdefiBir up in the country; and 
it is said to occupy one man three months* in the * 
waking of one ; they are not however Yery dear. 

Aug. 31. Lieutenant Hawkey returned, having 
been unable (o procure a single caiioe; indeed it 
did not a|)prar that there is more than one or two, 
for crossing the river at Voonda. I sent some na- 
tives to Cooloo to bring up the remainder of Liie 
provisions, and with an order to Mr. Fitzmanrire to 
retura to the Congo sloop with 15 of the men, be- 
ing unable to feed them at Cooloo. With the party 
thus reduced I am about to proceed to Bamba 
Yanzy, three da^s journey, where, according to all 
accounts, the nver ceases to be obstructed with 
rocks or csataraets. 

f^Frotn this time the Journal consists only of short notices ; Imt tk« 
daUi and progress are regularly intMrted^ and ueeompanUd 
a Sk$tth cf Uib Atver, the dirttsUmSy Ungth^ and width of 
iti itveral readus^ and strength of its current , a$ far as the 
extreme point to which they proceeded,] 

Sept 1. Great astonishment of the people at 
seeing the pocket compass and the watch ; espe- 
cially the pocket compass always poniting to the 
same spot of the river. 

Their houses would be convenient if a liitU* 
larger, and if raised irom the ground ou posts to 
keep out the fleas and bugs. 

It appears that the bark used in the ordeal is from 
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a species of cassia ; apd the bitter root used as food 
ib a kind oi yam. Some Guinea fowls were killed, 
and some parh iilgr? of a very large kind. Plenty 
of l>ees in (he raniy season, when the numerow 
flowers are in Moesom. The natives eat wild hd- 
nej whenever they find it, but are never at the 
trouble of searching for it; nor do they know the 
value of wax Sweet-scented flowers nnelling like 
the^'asmine and jonquils. T r - 

The end xst the rainy season is uaquebtionably 
'the best time for a botanist 

This day for the first time observed that the ri- 
ver had begun to rise. 

The names of the s* asons arr as under. The 
dry season, or winter, i^ called CWy asswoo; it is 
from Aprii to September inclusive. 

The first rains are called Jliallola manttfy ; they 
fall in liglit showers once or twice in 24 boure* 
commence Cie latter end of September, and conl 
tinue to the middle of October. At this time the 
.women prepare the ground with the hoe for plant- 
jng I ndian corn, beans, manioc, &c. 

The second rains are called Voohza mamanzy ; 
commence m IlTovember and end in Januarv: tli'ey 
are represented as being very lieav y. attefidrd with 
Sreatheat, but ^^ ^th few tornados. They now plant 
Indian corn, &c. wiuch i ipens in three months. 

The third rarjis are named Vonfaza chintomha, and 
continue (hiring tlic uionths ol February and March. 
Ihe ram stdl very heavy, with violent tornados, 
fljid^storms of thoiider, lightning, fieiy meteore, and 

The species of dolichos, named voando, is ripe 
enough for gathering in the month of October. 1 he 
6orea or saphoo also ripens in October. The chi- 
cht/a (papaw) plantain. 

Macaya and MMnbouk bought six fathoms of 
chintz and a bottle of brand v. 
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Sept. 2. Mr. Galwey \vas to-daj very ili; sent 
Mr. Fitzmaurice orders to wait for him at Cooloo. 

At 8 o'clock, with much difficult} , s^ot nine bear- 
ers for tliree fathoms each and three strings of ■ 
beads. Set off with eight white men, Dr. Smiik, 
Mr. Galwey, and three black men. No other road, 
it scorns, but the horriUe one we went before. At 
me P.M. reached a stream, die only one aeen that 
was large eoondi to turn a mill; there we dined. 
Pratt was knocSed up, and obliged to be assisted 
£nward bj few men. 

I had some dilemma with the bearers, from the 
impatience of our people : tfic oiily way to manage 
them seems to be mat of threatening to stop their 
pay; no use in personal intimidation, as they know 
they can run off; nor in promises, for, hke children, 
they are only afraid of bein^ deprived of w^hatthey 
have in actual possession, or think themselves sure 
o£ 

At five P. M. passed a second brook, but the 
bearers telling us there was another further on, we 
continued our march till six. Pitched the tent, 
and sent the bearers fer w^r ; but they retuined 
with empty vessels, sajring the brook was dried 
op ; and most provokingly seated themselves with 
the utmost indiflTercnce round the fire; and thoui^h 
we had not a dro[) oi water, tlicy woidd not move 
until I put the above method in practice, when 
bix of tnem went back to tlie brook we had left. 

Some showers of rain now felL In the middle 
of the night we found ourselves attacked by a 
swarm of ants, which £urly beat us out of the 
tent, as we preferred the wet grass to the torment 
they occasioned. 

Sept. 3. Pratt being unable to proceed bom his 
fever, I sent him back to Inga with two of the 
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bearers ; and at eight A. M. set off with the rest ^ 
the most horrible road, through narrow gullies not 

18 inches wide and six feet deep, which had been 
forined by the rains exca\ ;itlnic t he rocks. 

Oii the sumniit of one of ilu* hills we met a ca- 
ravan of slave-trader- i^oiiig to Enihoiunia, con- 
sisting of 30 men (eight with muskets,) the rest 
loaded with cassava and ground nuts, some of 
which they kindly gave us. One man and four boj 
slaves were from the Soonda country; all said 
they were taken in the bushes. One of the bojB 
made the most violent screams on seeing us ; even 
the children of seven or eight years old held &st 
by the hand of their owners, while we were pre- 
sent. 

We dined at a brook, named Sooloo Loo An- 
zaza ; and at ihree P. M. arrived on the bank of 
the river, a little to the eastward of the upper 
Sanealla. which is ibrmed by a ledsje of rocks 
runiuiiii: (|uite across the river, part ot it near the 
right hank being now dry, and the stream close to 
the other side forming another and a larger Yel- 
lala, or cataract. The direction of the river is 
here N. £. ; and at the distance of about a mile 
above this Sangidla it greatly expands, forming an 
elbow, and running into a creek called Condo 
Yonga, and then it turns S. E. ; the current about 
three miles an hour, with a strong eddy on one 
side. Some rocks are still seen in the river, bat 
the appearance is much less rugged than heluvv, 
the land on each side being lower, though still hilly 
a:;d very barren, witli no trees whatever. The 
formation albO changes at this spot; the pebbly 
qnnrtz hills having almost entirely given way to 
clay and ferruginous earth ; and the rocks which 
line the river are now a perfect clay slate* 

The constant setting fire to the grass must pre- 
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yoni the growth oi tr( es, and reuder them scmbbj 
by destroying their ieavcs. 

Many hippopotami were visible close to our 
tents at Condo Yanga, where we were obliged to 
halt, and to wait some time for a canoe to pass* 
No use firing at these animals in the water ; the ohj 
ly way is to wait till they come on shore to feed at 
night During the ni^ht, they kept a continual 
grunting like so many hugs, but none of them came 
onshore, though, we had a constant watch on the 
beach. 

This point of the river is I ho place of all others 
to set out from on an expeditiiiit to explore the 
course of the river: the creek ofiering a \ery tine 
place for boats, and tlic strand being an excellent 
spot for an encampment. 

• Sept. 4. After nun li difficulty we ()lit;\iried two 
canoes to ferry us over the creek, for which ser- 
vice I paid four fathoms and six strings of beads. 
As soon as they were loaded the Inga men desired 
to go back, on pretence of being afraid to proceed ; 
but as they had engaged to go to Bamba Yonga, 
the fear of losing their wages at last induced them 
to pass over it. They had not however walked 
above a mile on die other side of the creek before 
they laid down their loads^ and again refused to go 
on; and in this manner they plagued me until 
noon, putting down their loads every ten minutes, 
walking Icick liity or sixty yards as if to return, 
taking tlu m up again, luid so on, with a palaver of 
half an hour between ( ;ich stoppage. Finding 
1 could get !io 2;oo(i nl tfn tu, 1 finally halted on the 
eminence lliat hounds the river, nhont eight miles 
above our last night's station, where 1 hope to pro- 
cure a couple of canoes to proceed up the river, 
as far as my means will permit. 
The river here expands to three miles in width ; 
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the banks have in some places low strips of soil 
and sand, w itli clifls of clay blate, large masses of 
which are also scattered in the river, but do not 
in the least impede its navigation. In other parts 
low hills of gentle descent come down to the mar^^ 
gin of the river; their summits claj, entirely bafo 
of trees^ Here we also found considerable masses 
of fine bite limestone; and a q^uantitj of chalk was 
broQgbt to us hj one of the natives^ which we were 
tM was- procured firom hilb on the opposite side 

of die river. 

The population is here more considerable than 
what we have seen lower down. The ^nitlemen's 
towns forming a continued chain ol buildingb irom 
the spot where we landed. Provisions seem to be 
also more plentiful. Several goats, pigs and fowls, 
with manioc, ground-nuts, and peas, having been 
brought to us for sale, as were also mats. 

Amongst ihv crowd that surrounded our tent 
two or three of the foomoos or gentlemen only had 
any EiUropean clothes. The women were here the 
most horribly dirtv looking wretches that can be 
conceived ; equalling the New Hollanders in ffltfa, 
and nothing superior to them except in the mere 
article of covering their nakedness. The huts 
were still of the same formation as* below. The 
p;dm-trc rs wcyv mu)i r nbundant. Fish very plen- 
tilul. and of sev( r;il species unknown, excepting 
that one was a small bream ; tiiey take them with 
pots, having neither nets, hooks, nor lines. 

The great increase in the number of Paria dogs 
denotes an increased stock of provisions; though 
it would appear, from their bemg half*starved, line 
those of an Indian bazar, that they were not wdl 
fed : tfiey never bark, but howl like a jackal ; they 
have pricked ears. 

Sept. 3. I discovered to-da^ lhaX the luga men 
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wiere detemiDed to stay here for my return, baingt 
a0 they asBerted, afiraid to go back theniBelTea. 

Finding it impossible to get canoes withoat tha 
iaterference of the Chaooo of Yonga, I sent for- 
wards one of the black men (the guide of Fnga,) 
witJi a piece of chintz, as a present to be divided 
anions^ his ^reat men. Havini^ triven to the iiiler- 
preter and to my other Emboninia man a dress oi 
chintz each, they amused us by performing^ Sofiga^ 
which is a kind of war dance, aiid a hunting dance, 
a pantomime, and a love dance. In the war dance, 
the performer, with a swoid, looks about from side 
to siide as if expecting the enemy ; at last he sees 
them, flourishes his sword half a dozen times 
wards the quarter in which they are supposed to 
appear ; advances ; his eyes glowing fire ; returas 
tnomphant; while the spectators are clapping their 
hands and striking their breasts in turns ; he then 
squatted down. 

The only presents made by Europeans concern- 
ed in the slave trade, were brandy, muskets, and 
powder, ail promoters of civilization and encou- 
ragers of population. 

A toomoo waited on me with the present of a 
goat, for which I gave two fathoms of chintz and 
a neddace, and lie promised to procure me two 
canoes at daylight the following morning. 

Dr. Smith made an excursion along the bank of 
the river to the northward, limestone and clay slate 
altemi^ng. 

The women braid their hair, and in this state it 

looks well; hut when the biaidiii^ib undone, hor- 
ridly frightfuK liktj u l>lack mop. 

Alligators are so plentiiul hereabouts, and so 
lre(|ueutly carry off the women, who at daylight 
go down to the river for water, that while they are 
ruling their calabashes, one of the party is usually 



234 CAPTAIN TUCKfirS NABRATiVE. 



employed in tlirowing laro^e stones into the river 
outside of them. Here I iearn that they have two 
crops of Indian com a year. 

ScTcral instances have occurred which show the 
minute divisions of property : three or four people 
have usually a share in a goat; and even a fowl is 
eeldom without two owners. .The division of the 
ptice usually creates a dispute, if there should hap> 
pen to be an odd bead. 

Sept. 6, After a constant battle with the na- 
tives from daylight, and aller usirig every possible 
means, by threats, persuasions, and promises, 1 at 
last, about two o'clock, G^ot the canoes, which I 
was to have had at daylight, under way, having 
first paid eight fathoms, and given a present of 
two fathoms of chintz each to four different gen* 
tlemen. 

As the canoes, though promised to carry twenty 
men each, would harely nold eight, I was obliged 
to walk alon^ shore with a partof we people. AlK>ut 
three miles from the place of departure we passed 
two small rapids, but the other side of the river 
was clear. 

We came to a bay in which were ten hijjpopo- 
taiiii : ;\s the canoes could not venture to come on 
until these hui^c creatures ^vere dispersed, we were 
obliged to fire volleys at them from the shore, and 
although many shot evidently told, not one of the 
beasts seemed in the least to be afl^ted by them. 
The noise, however, together with die exorcism of 
our old ^uide, drove them awa^. 

The nver now, for the first time, bore a majestic 
appearance, having the land on each side mode^ 
rately elevated, with little hills of limestone fiir- 
fherback, but still almost without wood. 

At six P. M., after huv ins: rounded a rocky pe- 
ninsula, we anchored in a line bay named Covin- 
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da, formed by this and another rocky pennisula a 
little hii^lior up. The night preseiited a beau- 
tiful picture oi repose ; fine scenery, the moon, 
the stillneBs of the water. Alligators most abun* 
dant. 

Sept. 7. The morning set in with light rain. 
Here we observed the nver to have risen three 
inches in the night, the total or highest rise by the 
rocks sixteen inches. 

Some women brought us a large quantity of 
lime. Bought a goat for two and a half fethoms 
of chintz. The people very civil. Set off at 
eight A. M., touikJ^ d the marble peninsula, and 
opened out beauiilul scenery, equal to any thing 
on the liariks of the Thames; the bare stone rock 
in many places resembled ruined castles over- 
hanging the river : several fine grassy coves. Pur- 
chased a targe bunch of plantains for Ij fathoms. 

The teeth of both men and women were notch* 
edtbus, Saw a lai^e flock of ducks, 

the precursors of rain. 

Many marble promontories now jutted out on 
this side, round some of which the current sets 
three miles and a half an hour. As it is necessary 
to take a long circuit round the bays by land, I 
hired another canoe where we stopped to dine at 
one o'clock, for lour liithoias, to carry the rest of 
the people. We were however tin d of this mode 
of conveyance, the inconvenience of sitting being 
hostile, besides the tedious rate, the paddles giv- 
ing three strokes, and then waiting until the canoe 
had lost her way, so that they did not go two miles 
an hour, nor had our persuasions any eflfect in 
making them get on a bit faster. 

During our dinner a boxing match took place 
between two of the canoe men about a little saltf 
at which they both handled their fists with much 
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science; and after drubbing each other heartily, 
the others iiitcTlerod^ and tne bubiness being made 
Up, l>otli the ( onihataiits performed Songa. 

At lour, reached one of tlie rocky promontories, 
round which the current set so strong, that the 
ct»oc men refiised to attempt passing it, neither 
Wo^M they cross the rifer to get out of the cur- 
iMt, pi«liendin^ they mere at war with the pe<^le 
on the other side. I was therefore under the ne- 
ttBsUy <Kf Attempting to hull flie canoes op the 
stream by the rocks with oar own people ; and had 
succeeded in getting one o( Uiem past the obstruc- 
tion into still \v Idler, when, by the neglect of one of 
the men, the stern ol' the second canoe stuck fast 
in the rocks, and lh« current taking her on the 
broadside, broke her rigfit in two, and several of 
the articles that were in her sunk, and others were 
swept away, among which were two swivels, ray 
swotd, Gl bundle of umbreUas, and ail our cooking 
utensils, &c. 

All was now confusion amoi^ the canoe men, 
who first ran ofl^ and then, after along delay, came 
Imdk again, but nothing could induce them to go 
forward. I was therefore by this unlncky acci- 
dent obliged to brini; })iiv.k the canoe which I had 
got np past the rock< : and to hire another to en- 
able us to cross the water; which 1 elfected with- 
out any assistance from the canoe men, who could 
not be prevailed upon to toueh a paddle: though, 
when I landed on the opposite side, 1 ibund they 
were perfect friends with the people of this shore ; 
conseooentty the story of enemies was nothing 
more than a pretence of the canoe rascals to so no 
further. Here 1 paid them their wages, and we 
encamped in a beautiful grassy cove, from which 
both ends of the reach bemg shut in by land, pre- 



Oigiiizeci by 



V 



CAPTAIN TUCK£Y'S NAKRATIVfi. 237 

sented the appearance of a mountain lake. During 
the night hippopotami were heard ifi great abun- 
dance. 

Sept. 8. hi the morning the Zanzy canoe man . 
would neither go up himself with his canoes, 
nor would he let the people of this side of the 
river hire me their canoes, until he was paid for 
the one that was broken, threatening them with 
war if they afforded me any assistance ; and as t 
had but little merchandise left, I wished to pay 
him on our return to Inga. I was however at 
length, after three hours palavering, obliijcil to 
give him a piece and two fathoms, with whieli he 
set off'; but the canoe men of this side had now 
gone off, and aftrr three hours more palavering; I 
at la^jf procured six men to carry our bMii;L:;;ige by 
land this day, and until to-morrow night, lor whicn 
i paid them a piece of check and a bunch of beads* 
At length we set off at eleven o^clock, and at noon 
reached Masoondy, where the bearers lived, and 
where they laid down tlieir loads, and set off to get 
their dinners ; nor could I assemble them again 
for two hours. We now passed over a very hilly 
country, with some fertile spots both on the sum- 
mits, on the sides, and in the valleys, but the general 
feature is still that of extreme barrenness, and a 
total want of trees, except in tiie ravines and rouud 
the great tovs ris, which are here very numerous. 
The barrt II hills are composed of clay slate, lime- 
stone in dillerent states, with some little quartz: 
red oclire hills. Half past three, we i^eachi d the 
river about ten miles from our last night^s halting 
place; the reach running S.S.E. and forming a fine 
expanse or sheet of water from four to five miles in 
breadth, free from all rocks, and having a counter 
cnrrent on this side. The north shore rises gently 
from the river till it terminates in bare hills; it is 
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lined by a fine eanij beach, behind irtuch, and ai 

the foot of the rise, is a line of trees. The 60iitb> 

em shore is steep and rocky. 

Horrll>le face with the leprosy. 

Nati \ ( s extremely abstomiuus, a little raw ma- 
nioc and water and their pipe, for a day: devour 
all the meat you will g^ive them. 

The wind always from the westward, inclining 
tip the reaches, so that there is always either a free 
or leading wind ; and yet the natives have not the 
least notion of applying sails to iheir canoes : in- 
deed the wars of neighbouring tribes render ibm 
water intercourse as hmited as that bj land. 

Size of their canoes. 

Their distribution of time consists of a week- <»f 
fonr days, or a sona ; the first day of which Is 

named Sona^ and on tliis day they refrain from 
working in the f)l;intations, under the superstitious 
notion that tlie crop would fail; they however per- 
forin any other kind of work. The second day is 
named Cawioo^ the tliird Ocoonpa. and the lourth 
Vainga, The month, or Gonda^ is tliir ty days ; the 
year, JST Voa^ consists of the rainy and dij season* 
that is to say, several Gondm, 

They believe in a good and evil principle, the 

Ibrmer they call and the latter CodUm Pmiba^ 

both supposed to reside in the sky ; the fonBer« 
they say, sends them rain, and the latter withdraws 
it; however, they invoke their favour in the dry 
season, but it does not seem that they consider 
them as in any other manner influencing human 
affairs ; nor do they ofler them any kind of wor- 
ship. Their ideas of a future state seem not to 
admit of any retribution for their conduct in this 
world; good and bad joiner equally after death to 

the sky, where they enjoy a sort of Mahonunedan 
paradise. 
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Sept. 9. In tke morning some rain. Setoff atei^t 
A. M. Ifaroiigh a eonntrf more fertile, and having 
more land prepared fi>r cultivation* The manner 
of meparing it is first bjr cutting down the long 
reedy grass, and placing it in small heaps, which 
are then covered with a layer of mould, and then set 
tire to ; in the little spots of ashes thus formed, the 
Indian corn and peas are planted, and the manioc 
in the unmanuml places between them; thebe 
ashcf^ are the only kind of manure made use of. — 
They IK v( 1' ]>urn down the lon^ reedy fi^rasR until it 
has shed its seed, so that the next rains bring a 

stronpjer crop than before. very soon 

blossomed, as well as the long reed grass twelve 
feet high, and the thorny sensitive plant. 

Passed some fine limestone springs, the first we 
had 8een« 

At teny reached the gentleman's town of Voc^y 
filou, where our bearers had a long palaver for 
palm wine, which I was obliged to purchase at a 
high rate before they would stir a step fiirther^ 
Unfortunately I happened to spill some of it at the 
foot of our (gentleman guide, on which he set off in 
the most violent rage, taking all his men along with 
him: and I now learned that, next to point iiii; u 
inii^>kct, the spilhng of palm wine was the gror^sc st 
insult that could be oMered to a gentleman. It was 
full two hours, and after making an ample apology 
(or my accidental impoliteness, and a present of 
three bunches of beads, that he deigned to shake 
hands with me^ and call his men back. 

The houses here are larger than below. 

Two gentlemen with heavy iron chains and rings 
on their legs and necks. 

At tirb P.M. we reached the head of a deep reach 
named ^i^^ndy NTSanga, ruilning W. by N. and £• 
by S.; here we stopped to diiie. After dinner I 
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wished to proceed, but our bearers refused, amrt* 
ing that they had cdreadj walked two days. 

Finding all persuaeionB useless^ I was obliged to 

£itch the tent at this place, and with Dr. Smith and 
lieutenant Hawkey walked to the Bummil of a 
hill, where we perceived the river winding again 
to the S. E., hot onr view did not extend above 
three miles of the reach : the water dear of rocks, 
and. according to the information of all the people, 
there la no impediiiK nl whatever, as far as they 
know, above this place. 

And here we were tiiKlnr the necessity of (nrnijig 
our back on (lie river, whicii we did wilii i^reat re- 
gret, but with the consciousness of having done all 
that we possibly could. 

On my return to the tent, I found that the bear- 
ers said they would not carry back the luggage un- 
less they got ' another piece ; and I was at last 
obliged to give to each of the two head men two 
fethoms of chintz and beads. 

Plenty of bees : the natives eat the wild honej 
when it comes in their way. 

Tile rise of llie river was marked at 3tV inches. 
The natives appear to be less civilized as we go 
on, total I V igno run ol" the relative value of Euro* 
pean goods; exorbitant in ilunr demands. 

Employed Peter to buy palm wiiie and fowls with 
tljt lif^ads which I gave liim. 

Sept. 10. At eight A. M. set out on our return; 
our stock, two pieces of baft, two piecee of chints^ 
a few beads ; no brandy, no sugar, nor any thing 
else. 

Dawson taken ill, and reaching the top of the 
first hill, was obliged to be carried ; got a canoe 
for him for four fothoms; and put all the ba^^ge 
into her. thous^h so small ; another palaver about 

shading llie lalhouis; al laal, alter three iiou^a wait- 
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ing in a burninc; heat on the beach, (therm. 86*^) 
we got the canoe off' with one man besides Dawson. 

Set oil ourselves to return by land to 

"^Veiit a different road from that we came, through 
tlie ravines of barren hills ; lost three hours over 
the only fine place we have seen lor an European 
town, being a plateau of ten miles in extent, de- 
scending gradually into a plain of double that size, 
all fertile. Pine apple plants growing close to the 
path I which descendB gently through a small grove 

to the river side, at which we reacted at 

and found the canoe but just arrived^ 
having been nearly swamped hy her BmallnesB.p— > 
Here we were therefore obliged to change her for 
a larger. The gentleman guide was in a great pas- 
sion at Hawkey for touching his kissey, and also at 
our people for carrying^ the fowls with their heads 
downwards. Gave ofie umbrella for six ibwis, and 
another for a small goat. 

Inhospitality of the fellow with palm wine: 
obliged to give my handkerchief^ baft, beads, &c. 
Tantalizing state with the palm wine, and not al- 
lowed to tooch it for half an hour. 

Sept 11. In the moniing got two canoes for 
six fotb^MDS to go down to Yanssa, where we had left 
the biga men. Half way down we found one of the 
hippopotami dead, lying on a bank, in a putrid 
state. The people of this part of the river have 
hecn fdiclud Iroai eating it. At Enibomma a good 

hippopotamus is worth a ; its flesh is sold m 

the markets. 

Here our boatmen wanted to stop, pretending 
they were unacquainted with the river below. 1 

Sunished them by carrying them six miles lower 
own. 

The rapids we had before been obliged to haul the 
canoes over were now smooth, the river risiDg about 
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tfiix ii)chej> a daj. The velocity must be greatly 
ni< reasrd in tlie rainy season, but still the canoes 
are said to work on it. Total rise as marked by 
(be rock» eleven feet. The clouds chai^^ d, and 
the baroiMter falling ; tem^mture of the river de- 
creasing ; at Condo Yango it was 77% and now hai 
74'' ; tM Itmestooe springs 73^ 

At one, atopped to procure men to wit oor 
thiDgs to lid^a, the loga men havii^ returned dulfaev 
witMot waiting for us. 

Sept. 12. With great difficulty got a feomoo 
aiid four of hib boys to go down lor two fathoms 
each, paid beforehand, and a canoe to ferry us 
arrof^s the ci'eek lo Condo Y nngo. A long palaver 
about a pisx detaifuJ us ill I nine o'clock. Disco- 
"vered tliat the barometer was stolen. p!irchased 
ten fowl? tor empty bottles. Found the river 80 
greatly risen that the creeks we had crossed in our 
Avay upwards, were now filled, and we were 
obliged to go high op and cross tbem on figdlen 
trees. 

Atnoon we dinedat die brook Sooloo Ijooanaaaai 
and at tbree encamped atCainga to wait for Daw- 
800^ who was obliged to be supported by two men. 

I now found that besides the barometer we had lost 
our silver spoons, great coat, remnant of cloth, &c. 
Iq the nifijht we were driven oni ot ilu- triU by ant«. 

Sept. 13. Till - jjiorning we IoiiikI lliat our bearers 
had gone oO' dui iiiL^ the iili^bu aiul h^lt us in the 
lurch. Got a toornoo and tour men of Cainga to go 
on, for two fathoms each; ascended the Mango 
Enaoomahili, the highest yet passed^ cohered with 
fern ; and the transition i'rom it between the mica 
and clay slate. 

At eleven reached the brook Looloo : at three 
got to Keilinga^ where we could procure nothing by 
purchase. Here we found the Mafook of Inga, who 
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iofc raitd «8 thftt a goal nvhidi we wm canying 
was IMehed at Inga, and llittt ireuMiBl not carry it 
tiiere on any account, dead or alive, or even a bit 
ofits skin ; we therefore excliaiiged it for two fowls, 
which we left for Dawson's use, and pushcnl on. 

At five we arrived at Ing^, where the lu^n mt n 
bad reported tlial one \m\i' of ns fiadbeen ilrovMif d 
in canoes, and tde rps( killed hy black bnshmen. 
Greeted with Izacalla inouiU la by the peupie, but 
greatly sliocked on learning. Ihe death£^ aad sick^ 
ness on board the Congo. 

Sefit; 14. Sent off Mr. Hawkey with tea men 
and as many loads of baggage : lhoni^]i ill myself 
i ifilendedi to. proceed ; bat Dr. Soiith and two of 
ottr people are too M to be moved; remamdl 
therelbfe this daj , and passed it inoet miaenrbljr^ 

After daA, tbe corporal ef marines arrured wiA 
intelligence of Galwey's death. I passed a mise^ 
rable and sleepless night, anJ at da) light mustered 
the boys with tlie intention oi proceeding; but 
aAer payine; them two ialhoms each, the usual 
price, they refused to go without receivi[ig three. 
Gave them three ; being very weak myself and 
wishing to get on before the sun became too hot, I 
set off with Dr. Smithy leaving Mr. Jtlawfeej behind 
to bring on the people ; at noon he joined me, and 
from himj learnt that be had a terrible business to 
get the people off 

Four of uie bearers of the sick men fan awaj 
and csurried off a canteen of brandy and a case of 
preseWed meat: a squabble fer salt. Coold not 
get a single fowl for eight bunches of beads. Ter- 
rible march; worse to us than the retreat irom 
Moscow. 

Arrived at Cooloo at five P. M. Hospitality of 
these people. Got a goat from the Cbenoo, fowls 
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and «gg8 ; ail ran cheerfully to atust us ; bron^ 
11B grass for our beds ; water; wood for our fire. 

At dark Dawson arrired ; Inga men left bim on 
tbe return of the people* Butler did not come in. 
Passed a good night ; it rained hard, but the tent 
kept it out 

Sept. 15. At daylight sent two men to wait for 
Butler. Dr. vSmith very ill ; Dawson better. 

Haviiii^ arranged every thing for the men, I set 
off at eight, A. M. Ie;i\ ing Mr. Hawkey to bring 
up the sick. Reached llie river at eleven. Thank 
God for his great mercies in brixiging me on thus 
iar! 

Found no canoes; waited till two o'clock, when 
llearnt that the Chenoo of Bibbi, in whose district 
'the landing-place is, had forbidden his people lo 
furnish any more canoes ; according to some, on 
account of the commanding officer on board the 
Congo having ill treated one of the canoe men, 
who went down with the sick ; while others said it 
was because he was not paid his custmns for using 
his landing-place ; and 1 was told I must send my 
interpreter to him with a present before any canoes 
would be given. As 1 knew thib would occupy the 
whole of the next day in palavering, and as Dr. 
Smith, Dawson, and Butler, were so very ill. that 
an hour's delay in reaehing the ship mi^ht prove 
fatal, 1 seized ail tlic canoes, and a foomoo. 

Sept 16. Unable at daylight to procure any 
canoe men, I set off with our own people, and at 
three P. M. reached the Congo. 

Terrible report ^ the state on board: co^ 
fins. 

Sept 17. At daylight sent off all the sick in 
double boats, as well as the people who had been 
up with me, to the transport ; hired fifteen black 
men to assist in lakmg the Congo down the river 
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bdow Fetish rocks. The riyer bordered by a 
leyel' plain, four mUes deep, to hiUs of Ktde elevar* 

tion. Good place for a settlement. 

Mangroves commeiice at tLe east end of Tall 
Trees island. 

Muddiness of water and red colour begins at 
the - - - - land, which latter is a bar of sand co- 
vered with claj, and under water when the hver 
is at its height. 

Extraordinary quiet rise of the river shows it, I 
think, to issue cmefly from some lake^ which had 
received afanost the whole of its Water from the 
north of the line. 

Commencement of its rise was first observed 
above Tellala, on the 1st of September; on the 
17th of September, at Tall Trees it had risen seven 
feet, but the velocity was not at all increased. 

Hypothesis confirmed. The water 

Mistaken idea of anchoring t?hips out of the cur- 
rent for any length of time; the current always 
creating a c urrent of air. 

Palm wine in the dry season only. Palm trees, 
when two years old, begin to give out wine* 

Sept 18. Reached the transport; found her 
people all in health; her decks crowded with 
goats, fowls, pigeons, pumpions, plantains, flaskets 
of palm wine; m short, the greatest appearance 
of abundance. 

The difference of atmosphere perceptible be- 
tween this place and Cmbomma. Frebh sea 
breezes. 

Mangrove trees fit for ? 

No fish but cat-fish. Few hippopotami below 
Yellala. 

Quartz sand in vast quantities on the hanks of 
the river; must come from a great distance. 

Maucaja - child, child-birth* 

21 
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Different foods fetiched. Childreii fetiehei for 
eating the food which their fathers had bem for- 
bidden to eat Women fetiched for eatiag mieal: 
the same day that k i» killed-^th the mea. 
When a man applies to a Gangam for » domestic 
fetish, he is at the same time instructed from what 
foods he must abstain; some from fowls, others 
from plantains. 

Lindy N^Congo resides at banza Congo, &i in- 
land to the south. 

In war the Chenoo of Embomma musters 1000 
muskets ; fire into the enemies houses at night. Cut 
off the heads of the prisoners and hum the bodiev; 
All the women sent away before a war is began. 
Some Foomoo makes up the business, and each 

imrty keeps the trophies, and puts up with the 
osses* All the men 6f a Chenooship ob^ed to ge 
to war. Commanded by the Mecaytt, next brother 
to the Chenoo, and ciril mi^pstrate ; Mambouk, 
relative of the Chenoo, war minister. 

Chenoo of hii^a dead, blind man substituted. 
Dress. Okl i]i< n, long thin aprons ; young men, ' 
cat-skins ; tie:er cat most valuable : eaeh costs a 
piece ; common cat-skins at Kmbomma lor six 
fathoms. 

Canoes made of cornea fuma (bombax.) 

Spoons, and mouth pieces of pipes made ^lemmh 
zao^ and pacahand(L 

Flocks of flamingos going to the south denote the 
approach of the rains. 
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SECTION L 

Notice! firm Eni^andto our deptrtare hfurn 8t Jage. 

On the 22d of February, I set out from Charing* 
cross for Sheerness, to which port the vessels be- 
longing to the expedition had proceeded some dajs 
ago. Paul Hafj^aard, with several others, accom- 
panied me till T e^ot into the coach. People who 
were nearly strangers to me, here bade me fiwewell 
with tears in their eye8, and looks that expressed 
their doubt of seeing me any more. Von Buch ac- 
companied me as &r as Sheerness. It was for the 
first time I saw this part of the Thames. Its beau- 
tiM windings, and the varying scenery on and 
round its waters, aflforded us great pleasure. The 
view from Shooter^s hill is of an immense extent. 
At Rochester, the Med way displays its greatest 
beauty. During our whole journey, those hills of 
Kent, w hich terminate in the chalk hills of Dover, 
were seen by us. On tlie other side of Rochester 
the country becomes more level, barren, and uni- 
form. Orchards of cherry trees, lor which this 
county is celebrated, were seen on all sides in 
great number. The rich but distant treasures- 1 
was going to enjoy occupied my thoughts. 

On the. 23d, in the morning, 1 took leave of Von 
Buch, and went on board. I had been expected 
for some days. Captain Tuckey came on board a 
few hours afterwards ; on the 25th We weighed an- 
chor. An unsteady wind carried us to the Downs, 
where we anchored, and remained there the 26th 
and 27 th. On the 28th w e passed through the 
Powns, and round Bcachy Head. On the 29th w e 
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were cruising with variable TMuds. The S. W» 
wind at last prevailing, we were obliged, on tlie 
2d of iMarch, to anchor in the harbour of Plymouth, 
on the identical spot where Napoleon Bonaparte 
had been in the NcHrthumberland. Here we re* 
juaiped to tho 6U3u On the 3d, Galwej, Tudor, 
and myself went on shore to Bee the beantlful 
coualiy-^eat of Lord Mount Edgec^t»e# Tim 
prpsjpect from the highest bUI hpts greater raiietj, 
md 18 more beaiitifidf than e&y I faft^ Eng- 
)and« The great ntuahier of limefitone^ifis 
jecting in groupes into the sea; the numerous bajs; 
the two rivers that empty themselves into the har- 
bour ; the three diiierent towns ol Plymouth, Stone- 
house, and Dock; the p;reat number oi ships of 
commerce and of war; the hills of Mount Edge- 
combe covered with wood, — and all this, compre- 
hended in one view, forms a moat striking) hvelj, 
and picturesq^tie landscape. The immense Break- 
water, which IS constructing across the harfoour, is 
now. nearly finished. 

On the dth, Lieutenant Hawkey accompanied ua 
amin on shore to see the men of warinlhebartiour. 
We went on board the three-decker St. Vincent, 
which had lately left the dock-yard, and is consi- 
dered as the most perfect vessel that ever was built. 
She carries 128 guns. Such an immense machine, 
for the first time seen floatir)<r on the water, makes 
a striking impression. The <*al)ins are as large as 
ball-rooms, %vith galleries as spacious as balconies. 
The construction of the pump->work» (qu. chain- 

rump ?), and of the powder-room is remarkablei 
was refused entrance into the dock-yards as being 
a foreigner, though in the English service. In the 
house of Lieutenant Taylor I waited patiently for 
the return of the other gentlemen, and amused my^ 
self in the meantime with reading the travels oi* 
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Rruee* We fmstsd through Stonehoese Unm, 
where they ne Imakmg down a roek of Umesteutt 
in ofderto level the ground for the conTenienee^ of 
the increasiiig towns m the vickiitjr of Pt yiiuw it it . 

We visited the eastie, &c. On retarning, we dined 
in Stonehouse. I was somewhat tempted to remain 
on shore during the night, but gave it up, and re- 
turiK d on hoard late in the evening^. On the 6tli 
we put to sea again, and the wiiul proving contrarj. 
we Hiichored in the evening of the 6th in the har- 
bour ol Falmouth. The 7th, all went on shore. 
Tudor and myself hired horses with the intentioii td 
travel about iothe country, to see mines, kc. Passing 
through Penryo we arrived in Truro, which is one 
of the mining towns in CoamM. On the way we 
saw a farnace for melting tin, the constroetion dT 

which was very simple withoot beHows. 

I dined in company with two Dutch ordnance offi" 
cers, who had made all tlie campaigns of Napoleon, 
and imving been at last taken prisoners at Beresina, 
had been sent to Archangel, where they were de- 
tained a year and a half Tliey were now ordered 
out to Batavia in a rotten frigate, which is here re- 
pairing. 

' From Truro we proceeded to the mines in its 
neighbourhood, by the way of Sherwater* I de- 
scended one of the copper-mines to the depth of 
about 50 fiithoms. The shafts, as also the adits are 
rery narrow. Only a few men were fit work in each 
of tfaem,making constantly use of the pick-axe. The 
steam engines are in high perfection, and indispen- 
sable on account of the vast quantity of water in 
the mine. These engines have therefore been con- 
structed in several places. The appearance of 
the country is that of a vast heath. The formation 
seems to be principally mica and clay-slatr. with 
large veins of quartz, ia which the ores of tin and 
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copper occur between and at the side of eacli 
other. Long ranges of stones heaped upon one 
another are to be seen. The friends of Tudor in 
Truro detained us till late in the evening. 

On the 8th, in the evening, we made an ezoofw 
rion to St MawB, sitoated in the neighbourhood* 
It is an inconsiderable fishing-town ; bat it is pro- 
bable, that, before the growing importance of ral* 
mouth, it was a considerable borough, because it 
has the ri^ht of sending two members to Parliainmt. 
who however at present may be said to be chosen 
by the Marquis of Buckingham. The manners of 
the inhabitants seemed to indicate that the spot is 
not much frequented. 

March 9. The wind veering towards N. W, we 
weighed anchor with hopes that the S. W. wind ha» 
now left us. 

March 10. We are off Sicilj. Th^ wind 
changed a^ain to S» W. We made the signal in 
vain for pilots^ they having already returned to 
Falmouth. In the morning of the 12th we an- 
chored, for the second time, between Pendennis 
and St Maws. 

March 19. All this time we have l)e( {i detained 
in the harbour oi Falruoulh, partly from the storm v 
weather, and partly in order to take in water 
and provisions, und to fit the Congo with new rig- 
ging. We weighed anchor in the morning. I have 
written twice to Von Buch and to Hafgaard, to 
whom I have given a commission to send all my let- 
ters to St. Helena. A strong gale from N. £• has 
to-day (the 20th) carried us to the 4^ IT latitude, 
and W longitude. Tiie weather is now almost 
calm* The Congo sails almost as well as the trans- 
port. 

March 25. For the first five da>s we have 
been favoured by a steady N. E. wind, which haB 
carried ui> to the latitude of Cape Fioisterre. 
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April 1. The wind having been very favour- 
able, brought US yesterday within sight of Ma- 
deira, which we passed on its eastern side ; and to* 
day 1 expect to see once more my old friends ' Pal- 
ma,' and the Peak of Tenerifife. The weather, as 
is usual in the vicinity of these islands, has conti-^ 
naed for some days very squally. Unfortunately 
we are to pass, as it would seem, the Canaries, 
without stopping before we arrive at St. Jago. 
Being again so near to a place, where the last 
year I enjoyed so many delightful hours, wliicii I 
nevermust for<jet, they were now as forcibly re- 
called to my memory as when present, but with a 
feeling of regret that they never more can be re- 
newed. I had reckoned for certain on being able 
to till up several deficiencies in the observations 
that have been made on these islands. For the 
last few days we have seen but little that could 
be considered as remarkable on the ocean. A 
number of porpoises tumbling about the vessel ; 
two large birds, the species of which, at the dis- 
tance we observed them yesterday, could not b^ 
determined ; some Medusae, probably Medma peU 
hdday but of which we have not been able to catch 
any, were all of the animal creation we got sight 
of. On board the Congo I saw a small whale, also 
a small turtle covered with twn or three species of 
Lepas^ which we dissected, and a bniall species of 
Cancer, probably the Cancer fulgms of Sir Joseph 
Banks. 

On the 3d. at (laybreak, the majestic ridge of 
rock that skirts the short^s of Palma was discover- 
ed. We passed its western side, at a distance of 
from two to three leagues from Punte-de-fueii-za- 
biente. The two highest summits, particularly 
that of Roche de la Mustaches, were covered with 
snow, and irradiated by the reflected beams'of the 

22 
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sun a glittering light from the upper rej^ioii rf the 
air. ui the course of ihe afternoon we came hi 
Bight of Tino, though it was eaveloped in a dense 
foggy afe I considered its greatest height to be 
a little more than 4000 feet We hod not the plea- 
sure ol seeing the Peak of Teneriflfe again. The 
weather is now very agreeable ; the temperature 
between I and 20** of Reaiiimir. We have a fit* 
vourable umd, which, liowr vt i\ has not yet 
changed to the tropical or trade wind, but is more 
incUncd to the N. E. The night was starlight. 
Galwej and mysell" amused ourselv es by f^tiidyins^ 
the consteBations^ of which the northern ones w ili 
0Doa leave us. The sea begins to exhibit a greater 
abundance of animals. Crandi is at length pre- 
paring to fish up whatever he can catch. In the 
fast few days we have constantly seen and caught a 
great number of Portuguese nie!w>f-war (Hohihu- 
ria physalis) ; also a small eatable Ftfitti Qvhtch I 
sketched) ; a Salpa ; wliidi emits light, aM & JIfc- 
dusa^ with four tentacula. On boArd the Congo I 
saw a JLoUgo tml^aris^ and a fragment of a small 
JSautihis^ covered by a species ol Lepas. 

The Congo has for some days been Sailing at a 
slow rate, and is now again taken in tow. Crancb, 
1 fear, by !iis absurd conduct, wili diminish the li- 
berality of the Captain towards us. He is like a 



April To-day the deep azure colourof the water 
has suddenly dmnged into a dark sea-green colour. 
Last night we crossed the Tropic of CStncer. The 
latitude to-dav at noon is 22^. 

April 7. The water of the sea has again re- 
sumed its usual colour. The anomalous tempeta* 
ture of the sea, its green colour^ and the gveat 
number of Mollusca that were seen, seemed to in- 
dicate that we were in soundings, but a line of one 
hundred fathoms was tried wiliiout success. 
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April 0. We got in sisht of the island of Bo- 
BaTisUi and pi^ed iU S« 1L Bide at the distance of 
« • • • kagaes. Its appearance resembled that o( 
the eastern Canaries. Its height can scarcely be 
greater than thairst bat none (S* its higher hills had 
a Tolcanic fomu 

April 9. In the fpotroing we were under the 
island 4^ Mayo, which appeared to be lower than 
Bonavista ; and soon ailer we got sight of St J ago. 
It is only a few days since the Captiiin informed us 
that w© were to touch at Porto Pi aya, though we 
had reasou to suppose this to be the plan long ago. 
Ail eyes were therefore with double eagerness bent 
towards the island as we approached it. Alter 
having lor so lon^; time seen nolhing but the heaven 
and the ocean, even the barren rocks, which w^re 
the first objects that met mxt scmtiniaing eyes, coin 
veyed an agreeable impression e thon^, in looking 
through the telescope, it was with didSsnUy I coula 
discover the least vegetation, and scarcely expect* 
.ed, on these focksi a richer harvest than in the de- 
serts of Lonanieolo last year. This island appear- 
ed QHKh higtier than rither of the two we had just 
passed. In its general formation it resembles the 
Canaries. It ib surrounded by a perpendicular wall 
of rock without any fetrand, and it rises gradually 
up to the summit oi the hills. The highest moun- 
tain is about the middle of the island. Its shape is 
that of ail oblique cone, the top of which rears its 
head above the clouds, appearing at a distance 
like a blaek spot The harbour soon opened out 
between the rocks, in the form of an haLf circle.-*- 
On both sides batteries have been erected, but 
amrely ibr the sake of aj^earance. Guns witboiit 
carriages, negro soldiers having muskets without 
focks, and the barrels tied to the stocks with twine, 
Mnstitiite the defence of the harbour. AiQiebolp 
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loin ol tlii^ ( ircnlar inlet is Bitnalrd tlie principal 
i«cnport town ui the island, whicli is iirarlv in ihe 
8aine condition as the batteries. It is built on a 
flat rock, with the third and principal battery in 
front of it, surrounded by a continuation of the vai* 
ley la Trinidad, which on each side of the town 
fomiB a level plain, overgrown with groupes of the 
date-palm ; and terminating in a sandj beach. A 
rock situated towards the western batteiy, fom» 
the we^ side' of the entrance. In the harlxMir were 
two vessels, one otf which having English colours, 
made us hope for a conve^noe of fetters to Eng- 
land : but we were afterwards informed that this 
vessel was to be very much delayed in its passage, 
being: prevlo»isly declined to touch at Lisbon. At 
12 o'eiuik the anehor was dropt, and we were im- 
mediately ready to c^o on shore. It bad been sis;- 
"nified to us. that the e\pedilion would liave to re* 
tuaiii here two days only ; we were therefore anx- 
ious to make the best use we could of oar limited 
time. Most of the officers, Tudor, the gardener and 
myself, went on shore. Our plan was to ramble 
about in the neighbourhood the whole of the after- 
noon, afterwards to join Fitzmaurice, Galwey and 
Cranch, who had set out on a fishing party in a 
small bay situated to the eastward ; then to retoni 
with them on board ; and, before daybreak the 
next morning, to make an excursion to the higher 
mountains of the island, and not to return till the 
last moment of our allotted tune. IJiifortuti itely, 
in conse(pi(>j.re of this plan, we had not providetl 
ourselves uilh more appar;)tns than would be 
cessary for an excursion ol'a tbw liours only. Cap- 
tain 'I'nekey and the rest waited upon the Gover- 
nor. Loekliart and myself soon found of course 
objects enough to attract our attention ; and we 
began to form a more fav ourable idea of the vege* 
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tation of the island, than its first appearance from 
the vessel seemed to promise. The shore was co- 
vered with Convoholus soidaneUa^ resembling ^NMnim; 
and half a dozen unknown plants, which were sue* 
cesBiFel J found growing among the palms, made us 
aoon regret, in our joy, that we had so short a time 
to staj here. took a view of the structure of 
the rocks, whicti on this side the town form a per- 
pendicular precipice, and every where alonej the 
coast consist of fiv e or six strata in the iullowin<^ or- 
der. 1st. Conglomerate. 2d. Tufa of pumice- 
stone. ;id. Pumice-stone. 4th. A stratum consist- 
ing of an uniform and somewhat blistered sub- 
stance. M\. Basalt, 6th. The uppermost stratnm, 
which is similar to the 4th, and by its concentric 
formation, glohules, kc. made it evident that it had 
heen in a fluid state, it resembled the same cor- 
responding stratum in the Canaries. We went 
into the town, which consists of a few rows of mise- 
rable huts, situated on a flat rock, about an £ngiish 
mile in circumference, and surrounded by the lower 
part of the valley of Trinidad. Most of the inhabi- 
tants here, as indeed on the whole island, are ne- 
groes. Although we discovered nothing but naked 
iocks and withered iields, Avherever we turned our 
eyes, yet many different sorts of iiud. poultry, <^'c. 
were offered to our view, which proves, that the 
interior of the country must have a di lie rent appear- 
ance. We deseendnd and crossed the other val- 
ley oi pahns, traveihng over level and scorched 
plains, in order to join our comrades of the iSsbing 
party. The night was fast approaching. We made 
signals in vain for a boat from the east battery, un- 
der wliich the ships were lying at anchor. We ran 
back to the town and down to the other place of 
landing, hoping to find them there, but were now 
informed, to our great aatoniahment, that the boat, 
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which had brought us on shore, had been upset ia 
the surl when going out again, with all the olficers. 
Capiain Tucl^y succeeded in reaching the siiore 
hy Bwimming, and escaped with the loss of his 
•vaid. Liettt. Uawkey^s foot was entangled ia a 
nope, and be was with fimch difficulty and almost 
lifelaaa brou^ on shore by Captain Tuclpey and a 
\mgF0» The Hat poner wisdv savMl hunself oq the 
bottom of the boat Thwt tbejr aU got prettj well 
ofi! but their fright had made them forget us en* 
tirely. We were therefore once more obliged to 
return to the town, and take up our lodgings at a 
kind of public house, kept by a fat negro woman, 
to whom we left the care of providing for our dinner, 
of washing our linen, &c- We were better accom- 
modated than we expected. Before daybreak we 
were upon the alert, looking out for the landing of 
the gentlemen from the Kiip, with instruments, 
books, &c. for our excursion to the interior of the 
isiand. We waited impatiently till 10 oVlock, but 
were diBappointed. In the meanwhile we took a 
walk round the town, and descended into the phua 
Id the east side. Here are seFeral wdlsf one of 
which in particidar supplies the town with water. 
It is about three &thoms deep, and its water was 
the temperature of 76"* of Fahrenheit. 

A great number of half-naked negro men and 
women flocked down to fetch water from this well. 
Tudor, in his journal, speakuig of the latter, ob- 
serves, that their whole figure, their hanging 
breasts, and other personal accomplishments, made 
our young gentlemen of the party dream of the Ve- 
nu&es we snouU hove to admire in the kingdom of 
Congo. a 

Mo boat was yet to be seen. We had hired a 
negro corporal fcr our miide, and that we might 
net lose mmoe tine we dtftcfmined to set oat oo 



by Google 



ear inland joiimejf fhocigh witbout inetrnmentfli 
^nd though our boxeet which were not calculated 
for a long lour, were afaneady fiiled with j^anta. 
Oar plan was, if pomiUe, to proeeed tfaia evening 
to the foot of Pico Antonio (the highest mountahi 
in the isiand), and having reposed oiinelFes in 
some hat during the night, to ascend the summit 
the following morning ; then to cross the mountain 
in a S. W. direction down the valley Publico 
Grande and Cividad; and lastly, to return by the 
road leading to El Matheo. That part of the 
island, through wJiicli we had to pass, is uidbrtu- 
• nately the most level. From the cliflt* near the sea, 
ris!t)o; perpendicularly some scores of feet, large 
tracts of land, scorched by the sun, extend them- 
selves upwards. Thej are intersected by levei 
barrancoes, of which the ralley la Trinidad Is the 
largest, running from two and three leagues from 
the harbour up to the mountains in a W. N. W.dj* 
rection. Through this Tallej, as beii^ the most 
-fertile, we took our way* Its lower end is horizon* 
tal, and at first sandy and naked. Some soK tarjr 
trees of a MmMu were th^ first pleasing obfects 
that occurred ; and fk>on afterwards we observed, 
for the first time, a huge Adansonia, divided Inlo 
three lar^e trunks, thick in proportion to their 
•height, with bended branches, and the fruit (dal- 
bufera) hanging on long stalks. TliouLt l) destitute 
of leaves, the sight of such a tree made an aijree- 
able impression, and the fruit I Ibund to be refresh- 
ing. In the upper part of the valley luxuriant 
thickets of Jain^ha coreof, and thorny Zizifphi^ 
covered with ripe and somewhat acid fruit, were 
Aund srowing. After these followed lofty fig^ 
trees, Mfmonas, with ripe fruit, &c. Our first stay 
was at a hut on the border of the valley* where 
we refreshed ourselves with deHcions goat's milk. 
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The scenery became more and more deligfaUol. 
Shadowy mimosae, oranges, and fi^-trees increase 
in number. A multitude of small Frinjnlke^ an 
jikedo with tropical plumage, and many other birda 
fluttered about us. The valley continued to ei- 
pandttseUI New plants occurred in quick sue* 
cession, and different kinds ci cultivated trees be- 
came more and more fre(]|uenL * For the first time 
we disrcovered a whole thicket of Cassia fistula with 
ripe fruit, and for the tirst time had Tudor the 
bU ikiiifc sight HdHiinas, Cactus opuniia^ <^c. Of * 
all the plants 1 have hitherto .seen, none apj^eared 
more interesting to me than ./hclepias procerc^ 
Aviiu h here grows hall' wild like the shrubs in a 
thicket. 

All at once we were called from out of (he val- 
ley by Tudor. It seemed that our goide^ John Co- 
rea, had no ^roat inclination of venturing too far, 
without partaking of some refreshment, and that 
he had discovered a convenient spot for us to eat 
our dinner. A fowl, with the root of cassava and 
some eggs, supplied us with a very good meal. 
While it was preparing, we took a ramble up the 
risint; iiround to the westward ; afterwardb, having 
finished oui nieal, we proceeded on our journey in 
the ^ all<'\ , \v hich, from the ennnenees. N\ as seeii 
roost to its advantage. A part ol ii. Avliich was 
wider tfinn ii>ual, was planted witli indigo, cassava, 
and siji{ar-c!anes of light green colour, and inter- 
Bpersed with groupes of risang^ oranges, ^nnonm^ 
&c. mixed with solitary tall cocoa-palms. Farther 
on, the valley winded up the mountains, and lost 
itself on their eminences. We had soon descended 
and pursued our way between the gardens along • 
rivulet; that ran from the upper end of the valley, 
and after having watered and fertilized this beau- 
tiful spot, here lost itself. We found the infaabi- 
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tants verjr hospitable and good-natured. A rich 
bamer invited us into his house lo dnnk tamarind 
lemonade ; on arriving at it, we soon olmenred that 
H indicated a wealthy owner. He was fforemor, 
it seemed, of this district, and possessed a preat 
part of the vaUey and the aboTe>mentioned plan* 
tations. Here we saw the mSj tinefiard whicn had 
yet oGcorredf and a large AUmiAm m flower. 

The barranco now became narrower. We pro- 
ceeded alone^ its eastern bank across its lower part,- 
and upwards on a gently rising and naked ground. 
It grew dark betbre we liad advaneeil lurther 
than three leagues. The numerous objects in our 
way, and the tardiness ol my tellow travellers, had 
much delayed us. We came to another barranco 
well watered and fertile, and soon arrived at a 
, groupe of houses, where we were well received, 
entertained as usual with goat's milk and cheese, 
and had mats for oar sleeping tipon. The name 
of this place is Faanu Close to tne bouses was a 
steep rock, upon which I Sonod several interesting 
plants, and among them a beantiM new Lovendida^ 
and several others met with in the Canaries.^ Be^ 
iow was a dear spring, overshadowed by Pisangs 
and cocoa-trees. Its temperature was one degree 
higher than the well at Porto, though we had as- 
cended to the hcigiit ol about 1000 feet. 

At daybreak we heard a shot from tlie harbour, 
which made us doiibtful whether we should pro- 
ceed on our journey, but not perceiving, on looking 
through the telescope, any blue flag hoisted, we 
continued leisurely to walk upwards. We had 
not advanced when the appearance of the coun- 
try became entirely dianged. After having for 
some time seen nothing, on the other side of the 
•cultivated ground, but tracts of land scorched by 
the sun, and in some places overgrown with <^p^ 
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maeacB vertictUeUa and a few Skh^ it was an wiei- 
pected sifi^ht to perceive the liilk covered with 
grass, from one to two feet high, beiiii^ a species of 
jranisetum whose tropical nature wafi discovered 
ilB ffamifications. lnnumerdl>le herd* of goAtf, 
Bheepf and cattle were f< < ding all aroand. li hmi 
8tm» me that oi' the ^^ \\iile Ikniiy of llie JBt^fkar* 
biacecBj ivUcb are peeuliar to a gmt paK m Ilia 
African coimtrieB, frooi the Caouiei la the Cape 
of Good Hape^lhe Jainpha aalf h ham iabe «Mi 
wkh, and thw Coo is a fere^p «povtatiatt# h the 
mnali level vtAl&yu on the Bides <^ the grassj maun* 
tains, I perceived groupes of a shrub, which had 
soniething new in its appearance, and on approach* 
ino^ it, I found at last an Euptiorhia^ that bore so 
i!t';ir a resemblance to pismtoria^ as scarcely to he 
disliiiguished from it. 1 met successively with 
several old acquaintances on the hiils, as for in- 
stance, a Bupthalmmii sertceum ; most of them^ 
however, in the Canaries, are ^owiog in the k>«* 
est region. 

Another beautiful view opened to the east The 
▼alley of St. Domingo lay under our £eet,tetwaen 
perpendicular rooks. South Anerioan mod tfopH 
cat finnt trees, plantations of 6iq;ar and other f»> 
Rabies, in various places, and at the bottoai a 
rivulet, formed by several streams spfingin^ fratt 
the steep rocks around, afibrded a most delightfiil 
view of contrasting objects. We had now reached 
the ridge of the mountains, and followed it lor some 
time over valleys and hills, partly covered with 
high grass, and interspersed Etq^horbia^ Jair^phu 
mrcas, and some solitary Mtmosat. 

The d ay was already far advanced, and on see- 
ing the Peak again before us, we £3und the ascend- 
ing it would take the remaining part of our time, 
and that the way we had foU«^red, though it was 
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tlM^MBt conaMdioQS, was at the same ikm tte 
longest We vaMlved, Uierdbre, to limit oar fiup- 
ther jovrnegr lo the ascent of one of the cotiical 
hills thai snrroiHided oi, io order to take as atei»* 
we a Tiew of the kkni as ikMsiUO) and then to 
ntoiiL Corea was despalehed to the neamil 
eilephfSrd'fll hut to procure us some milk. We gave 
op our first plan with less reg^ret, by considering 
that we had brought no baroiiieter with us; but in 
return we missed many interestino^ plants, the num- 
ber of which continued increasing as we walked on. 
We had soon reached the summit of the nearest 
hill to the left ; and to the southwest, the level land 
through which we had travelled, comprehending 
the whole bamnco of Trinidad down to Puerto* 
was sprenfiiig itself under our feet Farther on ' 
to tiie west some hiUs were seeai between whieb 
Mother bamnco was winding its course down to 
P'mUuo granth. The ridge of mountains runs in 
tbe direction o( the l<Higest diameter of tbe bland 
firom 8. E. to N. W.« but it runs nearer the sea and 
witti steeper declivities at the N. EL than at the 
opposite side. The valley of St. Domingo is one 
of the deep barrancos to this side, and there are 
probably more of them farther on. Their steep 
«ide towards the rid^e of the mountains, as also 
the Pico Antonio itsell, have a complete basaltic 
appearance. No trace of real volcanoes were to 
be seen* The hills to the W. S. W. have a more 
volcanic form, and it is in this direction that the 
hi^h peak of the island of Fogo is situated, but 
Ibis we unfortunately could not discover through 
ttie clouds. Pico Antonio is ver^ steep at its west* 
em side* At opposite side it would be easy 
toaseend it^ the highest summit, perhaps, only ex- 
eepted. Its perpendicular height is scareely mors 
than .OOOO feet, and from the place where we stood^ 
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about 300U leet. Pico occupies about the middle 
ot the ridge of the mountains, which is continued^ 
to the N. and N. W. hy mountains nun r idimdedy 
bttt not much lower. Its geoiogical teatures, to 
conclude from the structure of the mountains, .^la 
not in any essential point deviate from those irf Ihe 
Grand Canaria. All the specimens of mivri^nala 
which I collected^ are principallj the same aar||KiBe 
SomA in the latter island. According to Am- 
tiees which are to be (bond on sonte mMe»: ^leie 
can be no doubt that the fouF islands feo^thO' W. 
N. are of the same submarine volcarae mityre. 
Mayo and Boiiavista may be compared with the 
lower part of St. J ago, and Fogo is in all likeli- 
hood trie only volcanic one. The rlmiate of the 

* «... 

island is delightful, and considering il> :5iLuaUon 
within the tropics, it is remarkably temperate. Of 
this the nature of the vegetation t^nvf^ r\i<lenv 
proofsw There were found very few tropical plants 
m proportion to the number of those wlueh Are 
common in temperate countries. The tempera- 
ture which has been given for its wells pvpbahij 
does not much differ from the mean temperature 
(i$othmnoi) of the island. U was with dificuky I 
could draw the information from the inbfthitimts 
that it is now about a month or m weekB<M|ice4be 
rainy season commenced. The ^dmsoma^ Jairoj:^ 
and Ziziphm were already stripped of their leaves^ 
and ihe JMiimsa was pi odu< mg: ne\^ ones. Almost 
all annual plants were dera>rd by drought. The 
rain) season was said to last iVom five to bi\ muiitli:>, 
and to continue (o tlie end ol September. Tiie 
atmosphere, after being heated in traversing the 
continent of Africa, is afterwards fully saturated 
in passing over the sea, and arrives at this island 
in a humid state, so that the fog comes down at the 
slightest degree of cooling. The mountains, even 
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Uioie of \em height, are almost constaiitly covered 
with doiids. At tt^ height of 1400 to 1 500 feet, the 
appearanee of the oountry is completelj changed. 
The hills are covered with grass of a trof^cal 
form and magnitude. A nomW of small streams 
spring up^ in the iammm and water the yaHeys. 
The cultivation is extended with success to the 
tops of the hilk. This sudden transition was, as 
usual, very strikingr in the plants, which induced 
me to represent in .i table their plijsiciil and geo- 
gra[)liical distribution.* Whether the still higher 
parts of Pico Antonio might pob.st s^ a third physi- 
cal diversity we could not deteniiiiie, but this is 
hardly probable. The whole nuinber of the dif- 
iereiit plants collected did not exceed eighty, 
among which about a dozen are new species, and 
perhaps one new genus. We did not see any of 
the green monkejs that inhabit the steep hills in 

Gat number, but manj of them were brought on 
ird by the inhabitants. 'It was near noon. We 
waited a long while for Corea, and sent Lockhart 
to fetch bim« Corea returned by- another road, 
and we waited again a long while for Lockhart, 
but resolved at last to leave a direction for him to 
lollow, and to hasten back on our return. At Faaru 
we hired two jackasses in order to save lime, and 
galloped oil' by a shorter way across the plain. 
But 1 almost swore never more to make use of 
these animals, because by being obliged to beat 
them continually, our arms were as much iatigued 
as our feet would have been by running. I^ock- 
hart arrived nearly as soon as ourselves. The offi- 
cers and the marines were on shore; and on being 
informed that the vessels were not to put to sea 
until the wind was iair, we walked quietly back 

* 3ee V^ie at the end of the Section. 
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again to the town, to remain there daring the ni^C 
It was on the eve of Maundy Thursday. A pro- 
cession with wretched music moved round the mar* 
ket'ploce. We uAdeintood §nm the officers, tftuit, 
serml curious circunuftances had taken places 
The govemof had been washing the feel of iHH&e 
of tbepoorhihalritaiitsw Jodaabeariot was hanged 
in effigy, and had reeeived tome hafd thuaqsa 
bjr way of chastisement, and so forth. The govei^ 
nor had invited Eyres and Galwey to dinner, an 
hospitality which proved to he rather interested, 
he himself and the noble lady, his consort, begging 
as presents for every thin^ they saw or could imet- 
gine to be on boani tlie ship. All the provisiow* 
that are brought to market, pass in a manner 
through the hands of the governor, and their price 
is enhanced hy the duty, which is apptied to the 
defraying the expenses for maintaining the garrison 
and (he civil government The cotonf '^bably 
does not afford any revenue to the goveittiillMI^ Mt 
charge it with any espouses ; for mich reasiM Ai 
communicatioir with the moAer<:ountry is verf 
litde, or none at all* Afanost all the inhabitants of 
the lower classes are black people. Eyrea^ Caine 
the following morning ashore, in order to fetch the 
remainder of the provisions, consisting of goats, 
sheep, fruits, &c. to which we added a quantity of 
oranges, peaches, &c. Captain Tuckey, Hawkey, 
and Galwey had been at the end of La Trinidad, 
and in another small barranca which is the country 
seat of the governor. Cranch had been rambling 
about the plain, and shot a number of birds. Fitz- 
mauriee and Oalwey, on the first r n o i tiiiigi > had 
been very successfol in fishing in the bay, but the 
boat was upset, by which they lost the fishos. * Th^ 
last of these n^sfortunes happened to Fitsmaurice 
and Galwey in the morning of the digr of our de* ' 
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parture. As they were going on shore with a view 
of making trigonometrical c^Mmtioos, Ibe boat 
was again upset The instrommts namwlj es- 
caped being lost, and the gjcnttavm saved them- 
selves at the expense of some bnaiaes oolj; 

— soBssaatisss 

Dis POSIT 10 Geographic A planiamm quas legi in tiutifa 
Stu Jacohi diesT' et xt"* Calend. Affika ; drca pof*^ 
hm PratfCB in convalle Trinidad et morUibtti Pico 8l 

A. Regio inferior : mdeh 1500 ped. eiiciter alta. 

1. Plantce tropicce, 
a* Projprice. 

Mimosa gland ulosa. - - - MS. 
Convolvolus jacobseus. - • do. 

affinis eriospermo, - do. 

Boerhavia suberosa. sp. nov. - do. 

depressa. ditto - da 

Glycinapunctala. - - • do. 
Smilacina anomala genos fort^ oovum, . da 
b* Senegalenses. 

Adansonia digitata. 

Achytanthes tomentosa. • - . MS. 
Spermacoceverticillata; tHamm/mnakiL 
Momordica Senegalensis, 

Cardiospermum hirsutum. 
Sonchus goreensis 
c. Introducice Jimericanm num guasi indigents propar- 
tes tropicas. 
Jatropha curcas. 
Anona tripetala. 
Tnbulus cistoides. 
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Argemone mexicana. 
Solanom fiiriofpum ? 
Datura meteL 
Cassia occidentalis. 
Ipomea pilosa* 
Eclipta erectab. 

Malva ciliata ? ' - - - MS. 

Sida pol jcarpa ? - - - dow 

repens ? • - - Jo» 

? ... do. 



micans 



d. hitrodmtxB ,/huilt<:cf^ num quasi itidigeiia. 
' Justicia malabarica. 
^ Calotropis procera. 
Abrus precatorius. 
Plumbago. 
2. Pkmtm Zonm Un^^eroUB. 

a. Propri(B, 

Herniaria ilUcebroides. sp. nov. - MS. 
Zygophyllum stellulatam, sp. nor. - da 
Lotus iacobeeus. 

Zyzyphus insularis. - - - MS. 

Aiitirhinuin niolle. - - • du» 

Borago gruiiia. - - do. 

Lavcndiila apiilolm, bp. iiov. - do. 

Polyrarpia glauca, do. - - do 

b. Canaricttsis. 
Sideritis punctata f 
Heliotropiuni plebeium. iiatiks Hub. 
Lotus glaucuB. 

Eranthemum salsoldides. 
Sacharum Tenerife. 
Physalis somiiifera. 
Polygonum saUcifolium. 
Sida Canariensis ? 
c Boreal i — ./Ifricanm^ qucc simul Canui unsc^. 
Cncumis colocynthis. 
Aloe perfoliata. 
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Tamarix gallica, tMir. eanarmdi. 
PhceDix dactylifera. 
OcnchruB ciiiatas. 
Celsia betoniesBfoIia. 
Comelina africana*' 
Achyranthus argentea. 
Corchorus trilocularii>. 
d. Capenses. 

Sarcostemina nudum. 
For&kohiea Candida, 

B. Iff trio superior: humida grwmbma ; inter altis 
1500 3002 ped» el foEisan ad summa cacumina 
usaue. 



Euphorbia arborescens, sp, nor. - MS. 

Pexinisetum raroosum. - - «. do. 

Campanula jacobaea sp. nov. - MS. 

Polygala ? 

Lotus lanatus sp. nov. - . - - MS. 

Sperinacoce } divers, genus, vkkter. MS. 
Festuca? 

b. Canarienses, 

Bupthalmum sericeum. 
Thymus iherebinthinaceus. 
Sideroxjlon mannulaiia ? (Madeira) 
Festuca gracilis. 

c. MeridimiaU-EuwpetB^ qum diam m Cmarien. 

Silene gt^llica. 
Oxalis cornicolata* 
Sisymbrium nasturtium. 
Centaureum autumnale. 





Ana^allis cerulea. 
Radiola miliigrana. 
Gnaphalium? 



Crotalaria procumbens ? 
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Hedyotis capensis. 
e. J^mericancB irUroductcB ? 
Evolvolus lanatus. 
Tagetes elongata. 
Inc&ermmalnles abtjue flore et fruciiif 
CompositsB anniMet (duo) 




Crypsis. 
Biiabiata. 



SECTION n. 

J Frott StJwfp to the Month of Ihe Rim2aiiik 

4 

weighed anchor aboQlnoon of the 'lSHii, llie 
wind blowing fresh from off the island. At 5 o'clock, 

the log at the horizon having disappeared, wc got 
siglit oi the peak of Fogo, which reared itself 
above the skies. Though at a distance of fourteen 
leagues, the sun, which was setting behind the 
island, aflbrded us a distinct and beaut ilul view of 
its form. The height of the peak prol)ahly is not 
less than 7000 feet, which is considerable ior a spot 
of so flomll a circumfereoce. The foUowinffdajs 
we proceeded at a moderate rate towards S!£. ioSk 
the 19th, when the wind dying away, veered some- 
what to the south. We had calm weather and 
squalls 'alteinatelj. Thus we finind ottrselves in 
that nusemble region which has been ibo mudb 
spoken of as ezpoMd ^ to an everlasting cafan and 
violent rains. The wind that accompanied them 
generally blew from the south, which obliged us to 
turn the ship's head towards tlie coast of Africa. 
The horizon was constantly foggy. In the evening 
dark clouds arose from tne east, and Hashes of 
lightning gleamed all the night. The west was 
generally clear, sometimes with scattered dark 
clouds, which at the setting of the sun, being 
tinged with an infinite variety of colours, {wesented 
an interesting appearance never witnessed in the 
northern hemisphere without the tropic. The 
other parts of the canopy of heaven ' were mostly 
bright, except whto tfa^y were . oveireast with n 
squalL The. wind that preceded and fMowpi Ibe 



9(72 FROVfiSSOR SMITU*S JOURNAL. 



latter was seldom strong, but the rain fell in such 
torrents and in such large drops, as to keep the 
surfiice of the water smooth. We had not any 
opportunity of making observations on the depth 
of the sea* The polar-star was sinkiug low to- 
wards the horison^ and it was with diflculty we 
could discover it for the fog, in order to bid it ftire- 
weli, for God know& iiow long a time. New con- 
stellations were making their appearance towards 
the soutfi. The bright-glimmering stars of the 
Cross and the beautiful form ol the Scorpion, were 
seen in the course of the night. The heat dnriiiix the 
day was intense, but 1 did not feel greater incon- 
venience from it, than 1 had experienced upon 
fiMnner occasions. The evenings were cool and 
agreeable. During the last fourteen days I was 
occupied with examining the plants 1 had collected 
in St. Jago, and this employment being now finish- 
eif I am about to make some sketches of the phy* 
sical objects of thatisland. On the evening ot the 
28tb, Pitzmaurice and myself set out in a boat to 
make observations on the current. The sea was 
quite smootfi, hut a gentle swelling from the west, 
and an uncommonly dark cloud from that quarter, 
indicated an approaching change in ttie state of 
the weather. In the night 1 w%is awakened by the 
motion of the vessel, and on nrisino: I saw the Congo 
again taken in tow, and the vessels proceeding with 
a brisk and cool westerly wind. We are now at 
the distance of 14 to 15 leagues only from the 
coast of Africa. Should the wind continue as it 
is, we shall soon reach the latitude of Cape Pal- 
mas, and probably then be out of this hot and te- 
dious paeifa ocean, and approach the line, when, 1 
suppose, we shall have to go through the usual 
ceremony of being shaved by Neptune. Our whole 
party continues to be cheerful aad agieeable. Poor 
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Cranch is almost too much the object of jest Gal- 
wey is the principal banterer. 

April 30. To-day we had the most violent squall 
we yet had witnessed, and the Captain himself 
owned that he had nerer seen a horizon so dark as 
that, towards which we were now sailing this after- 
noon. At the horizon flashes of lightning crossed 
each other in the deep darkness, which soon sur- 
rounded us. The rain, falling in torrents, and ac- 
conipanied by flashes of lightning in rapid succes- 
sion, approaclied us. We could no long^er <razeat 
tfn's dreadful phenomenon, but were obliged to re- 
treat into the cabin. After somewhat more than the 
half of the squall had passed us, we ventured up 
' again, and enjoyed the most sublime scene of the 
whole heaven beautifully illuminated by flashes of 
%htoing. It generally darted forth from two 
points, now rising like spouts of water, now running 
in zigzag, and spreading itself into innnmerable 
branching shapes. No lightiuns I had seen in Eu- 
rope bore any resemblance to this. 

From the third to the tenth of May we had a 
southerly wind, that carried us iar into the Bay of 
Guinea. Innumerable shoals of fish of di He rent 
kinds, but chiefly Jilbicore and Bonitos, were swim- 
mins: in all directions. Every day some of them 
were caught Flocks of birds belonging to the 
tropical regions, and. now and then some men-of- 
war birds, were seen. From the 10th, the weather 
has been frequently calm, but the squalls have 



who had been aickalong time. On opening him, a 
qnantaty of coagulated mud extravasated blood was 



emotion that! witnessed for the first time a burial 
at sea. Tuckey read Ihe prayers, and two sailorsi 
in white >liirt& lowered him over the ^ide. The 



somewhat abated* 





It was not without some 
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ti>Tiinfy fitorj that the sick recover, when the ship 
comes in soundings, was not in his case verified. 

14 th. Intheafiaraoonwe had the very aoMimng 
tight of a great multitude of fishes, ^jiog over (he 
Burfiice o^^ the. water end chased bj albicores, wkich 
Imrried after ttyem with the swiftness of an arrow. 
The chase took place ' dese^ to the vessel 
' 15th. A number of brown - « - indicated that we 
were not iar Irom land; and on the 16th, in the 
morning, we c finie in sijj^ht of Prince s island* at the 
distance of about ten leagues. This island had a 
sin^ilar appearance. Steep rocks of a cubical 
and conical form arose toward^ N. E. and E., some 
of which, on the side we passed, were perpendico- 
lar« and white as chalk. It is difficult to assign a • 
reason ibr this white colour. Their forms prove 
that they are basaltic rcKsks^ but no white sobstance, 
as &r as I Icnow^ occurs in snch iai^ masses in this 
formation. Some of the gendemen sapposedthis 
colour to be owing tothe miillitadesof water4ivwb 
which freqnent wese roefcs ; but the nnmber is 
scarcely conceivable that would be requisite to 
supply matter fur covering rocks of the height of 
2000 to 3000 feet, and of sucli a substance as to 
make it appear at so great a distance. The nejrt 
two or three days we endeavoured to get to the 
westward, in order to pa??s St. Tliomas on the west 
side, that we might not make the coast of Africa 
before we had passed the latitude of Cape Lopez. 

May This day we got sight of the island; 
and on the 21st we pass^ its north-west side, at 
the distance of two or three leagues, and were now 
arrived at the lowest degree of the northern hernia- 
phere. The island is uncommonly high, its ridge 
of mountains rising in a peak (St. Anna), which can- 
not be of less height than u JOO feet ; yet, on look- 
ing thcpugU tlie telescope, we discovered tiie moun- 
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tains covei«ed with trees up to their very summits. 
What an inviting eight! how many new and inters 
estiog objects the natural histeiriaQ has passed for 
ccnUirieft, without bestowing a auMbent^s notice on 
tbein I We know litde or DOtb'mg of these islaiidat 
though thej are siluated aa it were in the midst of 
a tn^k whidh has been for agesNme of the most 
frequented by vessels of ail nations, while inmiense 
collections ol plants and animals ha^ e been brought 
together from Australia, China, the East Indies, and 
South America. For the last eight days we made 
a cruise, which was perliapa unnecessary, in order 
to pass to the westward of St. Thomas. How 1 
could have wiahed to have spent these days on the 
island! 

May 23. In the course of this momifig we crosa^ 
ed the line. All the sons of Neptune were now 
busgr in tfaair preparaftionB for a visit §nm his Tri«- 
tons; wbo aoon made th6sr appearance trith their 
hair dressed wiA faenq^n taik, fteir backs striped 
with tar, their beads covered with tai^e caps, and 
gave notice to the Captain of the arrival of tne God 
of the Sea, which was instantly announced by the 
sound of fifes and drums. 

•[Here JoHows a lon^ detailed accovnt of the ridiculous ceremonies 
perjormed on those Zi-ho for the first tirnfi cro^s the Equator ^ 
which, new and amusi/^ as iluy were io JJr. ^mUh, do noi i^«*> 
nerve insertion here.^ 

We coatiniied to steer towards the west tiU the 
36thf bat the wind veering more and more to the 
eastward, it was resolved to try die other coarse 
along the coast* The sea is here uncommonly 
abundant in fish. The whole sarfece is often put in 
motion by the flying-fishes, when chased by others. 
Their number is immense. Shoals of them con^ 
etantly surrounded the vessel, aiKi at night tliey 
give out a white light, resemUing that of the moon, 
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when reflected by the sea. It was also chieHv at 
night that we were enabled to catch, with the net, 
the greatest number of moUusca and Crustacea. — 
Many differeot 3ubstances contribute to make the 
saiftce of the sea light Some parts of the bodies 
of moot of the Crustacea have certain glittering 
points, and twoii«r three species of crabs were per- 
ceived to give out the most brilliant light The 
points, which are to be seen on the mouosca, are 
larger, but less bright. But that luminous appear- 
ance which diffuses itself over the wiiole surface of 
the sea, arises from a dissolved slimy matter, which 
spreads its light like that proceeding IVom phos- 
phorus. The most minute ort,tterinfr particles, hen 
highly magnified, had the appearaiice oi small and 
solid spherical bodies. 

May 28. , We saw for the first time this day one 
of those floating islands, often mentioned, and 
which probably cdme out of one of die rivers of 
Africa. The Captain peimitted ns to pat out a 
boat, in order to examine it It was about 120 feet 
in length, and consisted of reeds, resembling the 
Donax^ and a species of .>^^roiYz.s.^ among which 
were still growing some branches of Jusiicia ; and 
in the midst ofttiesewere seen a number of ani- 
mals (Scpi(€) f For many days past the sea-water 
has been uncommonlj^ cold. We were prol>ii!>ly 
in soundings, though we could not reach the bot- 
tom with a line of 120 &thoin6. I am often up at 
night fishing for mariiie animals, of some of wnich 
I make sketches. 

June 2. We this day got sight of the continent 
of Africa for the first time. The land was very low, 
but we did not approach it sufficiently near to be 
able to describe i& appearance. The 3d and 4th 
we continued under the land with a southerly wind. 
The Captain resolved iu stand out again to the 
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westward, which course we followed, cruising till 
the 1 4th, but found that the wind was veering 
more aiid more against us, and becoming the 
steady tropical westerly (easterly ?) wind. We 
stood in a second time for the coast, and got in 
sight of it on the 18th. In the morning we des*- 
cried a large vessel. All on board believed it to 
be one of His Miyesty's ships, which were known 
to be stationed here for the preventing of the slave 
trade. All were immediately busy with writiiup 
letters. ^ On coming up, however, we felt no smaU 
disapnointment on being informed that it was an 
East indiaman going to St. Helena. 1 had indulged 
a hope of soothing my poor mother's anxiety on 
my account. We were now at a distance of two 
or three leagues from the coast, of which we had 
a distinct view. The shore consists of bl:u k per- 
pendicular rocks, with yellowish streaks runninsr 
in the same dirc^ction, and inixttl \sh\\ larger spots 
of the same colour; and lower down resomhling 
beds of pumice stone. Behind these rocks a broad 
ridge arises covered with trees, some of which 
scattered here and there greatly overtopped the 
rest, fn some places we observed pluins of con- 
siderable extent, and of a yellowish colour, proba- 
bly owing to the dry grass; we observed also 
clouds of smoke, proving that the custom of set- 
ting dry grass on fire is even here prevalent. Se- 
veral leaves and pieces of wood floated past on the 
water. About the parallel of Cape Yamba, and at some 
distance troni the shore, is a conical liilK the height 
oi which, though it is the highest part of an exten- 
sive ridge, did not appear to exceed 1000 feet. 
The longitude of this coast is very crronron-ly 
marked on the charts, so that according to the 
most recent, and we may siippose the best, it ap- 
peared from several good lunar oKservations, we 

25 
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sbould ho^c been mliiig kdaftd to a ooDsidenUe 

distance. 

June 14. A dead albatros (a bird rarely to be 
met with so far to the north,) was fished up. On 
the 20th, a whale was swimming close to the ves- 
sel. For the last eight or ten days the weather 
has been humid aiici foggy. The Captain now 
communicated to us his instructions relative to our 
coDduct in our future exeuraions. They are suck 
as to afierd a satisfactory proof of his liberal con* 
duet towards us. We twTe two Congo negroes on 
beard, both of whom speak Eogtish. Oneofthem, 
named Ben, acts as my servant; bat as Ben left 
bis native country when twelve years of age, and 
as the other i» but very little acquainted with the 
£n^lish languap;e, we have not profited much bj 
tlieir information. 

We have for some days past been proceeding at 
a reguhir but slow rate aloiii< the coast. The sea- 
breeze generally sets in at noon li om S. W., and 
carries lis somewhat forwards to llie soutli. We 
now anchor in shallow water at the distance of 
two or three leagues from the shore. The couotnr 
here is very low, and thickly covered with wood. 
The coast has a sandy beach, on which we can 
distinctly see the breakers, and hear them roar at 
night 

June 23. We anchored at a distance of three 
leagues from the shore, and had a beautiful view 

of it. The thick forests, which rise in two, and 
sometimes three successive ranges behind one 
another, varied by plains covered with grass of a 
lisrht green colour, tiiongh they present an inter- 
est! nix appearance, nearly resembling that of the 
woody shores of the Danish islands, indicate, at the 
same time, as far as may he judged at a distance, 
a great uniiformity of the country itself and of its 
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natural productions. By looking through the teles- 
cope I did not discover any difference in the form 
or colour of tlio trees. Some of them scattered 
about towards the beach appeared higher than the 
reett and were probably palms of the cocoa tribe. 
The pieces of wood which we have fished up, do 
,iK>t present any variety in their appearance* Ben 
asserts that the banks of the river Congo are per- 
fectly similar to this shore. Whales (probably Phy- 
seter * . Xbx^ seen daily swimming near the vessel. 
We catdi every day a number of ^paw resembling 
Pagrut* Its flesh, though dry, has a very good 
taste. On the 2llth we had fnuBsed that vast tract 
of land, the appearance of which has been here 
described, extending from Cape Mayambo through 
Malambo and Guilango down to the bay of Loan- 
go. In the two last days the aspect of the country 
has clianged. The trees do not form themselves 
into ibrests, but are scattered in groiipes only, or 
stand singly, having uncommonly large tops. These 
groupes might be discovered from a great distance, 
even when the whole country presented itself only 
as a blue line, bordered by a gently rising ground 
apparently naked, with banks of a grayish white 
coioar, which probably are banks of clay that 
have fidlen down. 

Tonlay we made several attempts before we 
could weigh the anchor. The current was very 
strong, and the bottom, which before consisted of 
a sandy clay, was here uncommonly uneven, with 
banks oi ( oral vock^ and mud alternately. Al- 
though the sea-breeze blew fresh, the vessel made 
not the least progress. On weighing the anclior 
for the fourth time^ we found it now to be so diffi- 
cult, that we vfere obliged at last to cut the cable. 
To^ay, the 211th, in the afternoon, we are again 
under «ail. We have ascertained that we already 
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miist^bate posaed the southern point of tbe baj oT 
Loango, although this point on all our charts is 
placed mu<:h farther to the southward. The wea- 
ther iscleariug up, and tbe heat is again increasing. 
The nigtits are resembling those we had in the bay 
of Guinea, the atinospliere being clear, except at 
the horizon, where it is fo^gcy. Tiic sea-breeze 
enables us to get to the Boufftward, and we shall 
soon see a new hemisphere, with new constellations 
appearing: at night, [ he sea-breeze generally con- 
tinues until midnight, but is not followed by any 
land-breeze at all, the weather continuing calm 
until the sea-bree2e sets in again at noon, or some- 
what later. This may be partly explained by sup- 
posing, that by the returning current of the air in 
the hi^tier regions of the atmosphere, the equili* 
brium js restored ; a supposition which is the more 
probable from the fact, that the fog, whicJi bsd 
been driyen together towttrds tbe shore, as soon as 
the calm comes on, again covers the heavens, which 
before were clear; but the principal reason of the 
want of the lan<l-breeze may probat)lv ]}v lliis, that 
the great current of air setting li um llie tw o coasts 
of this narrow part of Africa towards tlie interior, 
is deJlecled towards the north, wliere the contnn rit 
is greatly extended, and where the heat is much 
more inten.^-e. 

Some days ago tbe sea had a colour as of blood. 
Some of us stipposed it to be owing to the whales, 
which at thi^^ time approach the coasts in order to 
bring forth their young. It is however a phenome- 
non which is generally known, has often been de- 
scribed, and is owing to myriads of infused animal- 
culie. I examined some of them iskien in this blood- 
coloured water: when highlj magnified, they do 
not appear larger tbaii the head of a small pin. — 
They were at hrsl m a rapid motion, which how- 
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tver MHi oeB8€d» and at the same instaDt the whole 
animal separated into a number of smsdl s^riierical 
particles. The sea has again assumed a reddish 
appearance; but this is probably owing to mud, 
that lias been dissolved. We have of late not had 
;inv sick on board. When we were in the bay of 
Guinea, several symptoms of a putrid fever were 
discovered ; but this disorder, as abo a peripneu- 
monia that frequently occurred, aiid sometimes was 
very violent, were easily cured. 

July 1. This morning we found ourselves near 
the coast at the large mouth of the river Loango 
Luisa, on the south side of it. This river is called 
Caconga in the chart ; and in the place where Lo- 
aneo^Luisa is marked, no river exists. The coast 
before us had perpendicular cli£6 towards the sea* 
Its banks consist of a reddish substance, which, as 
&r as may be judged from a piece of about one foot 
in length, which was taken up with the anchor, is 
a hardened chalky clay or marl. Their upper part, 
which is flat, is overgrown with scattered groupes 
of palms and other solitary trees. The bay of Ma- 
lambo is situated lower do^vn within the banks. — 
The harbour of Malamho, as also that of Cabenda, 
which is next to it, were formerly the principal 
trading places of the French on this coast. 

At noon we went all upion deck on hearing the 
Captain hailing some canoes that were, in sight 
They soon came alongside. This circumstancCt 
more than the aspect of the country, reminded us 
of the place in which we were. On looking at the 
hollow trunks of which their canoes were made, 
each pushed forwards bv two or three naked ne- 
groes, who stood upright in them, the figures re- 
sembling those 1 hod ^r en in South Sea voyages 
were brought to my raind. The canoes were from 
twelve to fourteen ieet in length, ami from one to 



cnefeot milda thMt in bretdtii, and about at moch 

ill depth ; Uie upper pait of the sides were nmu^ 
what bent outwards, the hottom was flat, and both 
ends pointed. The oars were made of a rounded 
flat piece of wood, fastened to a staff A half- 
dressed negro addressed us in English, and ap- 
peared very much pleased by being answered in 
the same language, and invited on board. He 
called himself Tom Liverpool, and said he was the 
inteipreter of the Mafook, whose visit he came to 
aiuioonce ; but he appeared to be greatly astonish- 
ed im being told that we were not come for tbe 
sake of trade* The Mafodc came soon after in an 
Eiirc^an b(mt, beari^ a small white flag, and he 
had an umbrella over his head. He weioonied m 
in the English language. They were all inrited 
into the cabin, and the conversation became «:eije- 
ral, partly in broken English, and partly in some- 
what better French. They were very much alarm- 
etl on hearing from us, that licreafter no other ria- 
tiori except the Portuguese, could carry on the 
slave trade with them ; and one of them, consider- 
ing the Kin^ of England as the cause of i^ broke 
out into a violent passion, abusing and calling him 
^the devil.^ The inhabitants <» Malambo, who 
were fermerhr wedithy, since the aboHtioQ of the 
slave trad^ nave become Tery poor, becatne tbeir 
town was littlemore than the general maAet-place 
for the disposal of slaves, having no other source* 
of profit, than what those slaves from the interior 
and the trade of the harbour adbrdcd them. 

After having refreslied themselves with a glass 
brandy, and with great appetite partaken of 
our biscuit, filling their pockets with it at the same 
time, it was resolved tiiat the Mafook, with some of 
his gentlemen, should remain on board during the 
mg&j and that in the mean tone the boat SMokl 
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be toBt on shore, and return with refreshments the 
next morning. They now put on their court- 
dresses, which they had brouglu with them. One 
appeared in the coat ol an American oflicer, armther 
in a red waistcoat, a third in a sailor's red jacket^ 
the Ma Took himself in a red cloak. All of them 
bad a piece oi coloured stuii' wrapped round theii 
loins^ and a skin worn as an apron. Their ftagi 
were naked. Those, who ealkd tbemsehrea gm^ 
Uemmj wore caps of several sorts^ mostly red capo 
with tops, bttt the Mafook and two others wore 
round caps, that were iraie in the country itself 
and neatly embroidered. They were presents from 
the king, who gires them on appointing any one 
to the office of Mafook. The Mafook (Tamme 
Gomma) had worn his cap six months only, but his 
predecessor, who was with him and retained the 
title, had worn Ins < ap for ten years. On showing 
them the plate in the voyage of Grandpr^, it was 
found that Tfttu Derponts, at that time Mafook of 
Malamho, who is represented on this ptate, was 
the unek of Tamme GomoMu But the luxuri€»iiB 
* - - • and polite manner with which Grandpr6 was 
received bgr the fiNrmer, was-^ery much contrasted 
with the poverty of the latter. Tamme Gomnm 
was a man of the middle age, tall and wdl fonned» 
with an interesting and noble countenance, which 
resembled more that of an Arab, than of a Negro. 
This was the case with several of his retinue. He 
wore over his shoulders a riband with a fetishe of 
some inches in length and breadth, representing 
two ligures in a sitting posture, each of them hold- 
ing a globe in their arms: they were tolerably well 
executed. Grandpre observes of these hgures that 
they have European features, and the resemblance 
etruck us immediately. They had high bare Ibre- 
headS) aqitOine nosesy paipted whiter aad bore some 
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resemblanc^e to the EgnHian, and in some parte to 

the Etrubcan iigures. Tliose of the better sort of 
people wore skins of a kind of tiger, \>ui the rest 
wore simply skins of calll All of them wore round 
their necks pieces of cord twisted from the hair of 
elephants^ tails, and above the wrist ri thick ring 
of iron or copper, with figures, the execution of 
which proved that they have some skill in working 
these metals. Most of them however wore ringiB 
of iron. They told us, that both these metals were 
abundant in the interior, but that the country pro- 
duced no gold dust. We showed them samples of 
beads and small looking-glasses, &c. in order to be 
informed of what value &ey considered them to 
be, which, as merchants, they understood perfect- 
ly well. A row of beads or ;i looking-glass, worth 
sixpence or thereabouts, they thought might be ex- 
changed for a fowl, and twelve cowries they con- 
sidered to be worth as much. This price is con- 
siderably higher than what would be ottered for 
these commodities on the coast of Guinea, or m 
the East Indies, where forty cowries are not worth 
more than a penny. They were now called to din- 
ner, and behaved themselves perfectly after the 
manner of the French* The Mafook carved the 
meat They drank to the health of every one of 
us. When the night came on, they all complained 
of cold, and were very much pleased to get our 
great coats to protect them. Tom Liverpool, hav- 
ing got my Norway cloak on, walked about ^idi 
great gravity. They had several times been ludl 
drunk, and went now to sleep between deck. In 
the niffht we were boarded by a boat from Caben- 
da, wliich was not received. The next morning, 
having waited in vain for the Mafook's boat, ana 
the breeze coming on, we made sail towards Ca- 
henda. The people of Maftambo probably thought 
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it too far off to follow ub thither. In the course of 
the day two boats boarded the Congo, and by them 
the Captain took the opportunitj of having our 
guests sent ashore, though they seemed not to be 
very good friends with the people of the^ boats. 
These^ at first refused to take them at all, till the 
Captain threatened to sink them if they persisted 
in their refusal. Tlie person who had the com- 
mand put on a red embroidered coat, being other- 
i^-ise naked, and came on board, where he stayed 
a few minutes only. He confirmed what the others 
had told us, that there were nine Portugut sr ves- 
sels in Cabenda. As this is the most northern 
trading place that has ever been in the possession 
of the Portuguese, and which has been a matter of 
dispute with the French, it will also probably .for 
the future, be declared to be the highest place to 
the northward at which they will be allowed to 
trade* It is not improbable, that the large vessel 
we met with some time a^ o, is also in this part 

With the assistance of $imonB (the Congo negro) 
we collected a great many words of the language 
of the people of Malambo. Many of them had 
been higli up the riv er Congo, and told us that it is 
navigable for boats to a very considerable distance. 
Ynmba Enzadi is, accordiuii; to the explanation 
they gave of the word, a whirl or violent current, 
which may be passed by one side of it. AV'e lelt 
disappointed in not getting refreshments here, as 
we probably, for some time, shall have no opportu* 
nity of procuring any. The Mafook, among other 
things, had ordered a goat and a pig as a present to 
the Captain, besides fowls, fruits, &c. We should 
have abnndpnee of all this, they told us, if we would 
goon shore. They had' been taught by Europeans, 
among other things to be offered, never to foi^ei 
womcii,. and were highly pleased when we were 



joking with them on llKit head. After all, we were 
very glad to gel rid ol them, because they made a 
terrible noise, particularly when their beatb board* 
ed m They were all immediately quite at homcv 
hsA ran to assist the sailors with the utmost willing- 
ness to weigh the anchor. Some of them danced 
with the lascivious gesticulations ustral with them* 
while the pretended <^c ndemen encouraged tbeiv^ 

Fitsroaorice, accompanied by Tom Li^erpoel^ 
had made an ejtcursion ii» the morning, in order to 
examine a saml-bank to the soiitln\ard ot Cabcnda, 
mentioned by Graiidprr ; l)nt it was loand to be so 
near the shore, that il was not thought to be ot\iny 
consequence to us. About noon, we could disco- 
ver soTne of the vessels at anchor under the high 
banks , and, on a projecting low point to the south- 
ward of the harbour, some huts were observed i0 
be scattered among the trees. After our guests 
had left us Fitzmaurice was again sent Old ^ €|ti|t- 
we^ and myself accompanied him, and HiLwkey 
soon joined us. Though it was already 
dark, the thou j^t of approachioff for the mt tiMt 
so near the soil of Amca^ affin^ed us great joy. 
From our anchorage, which was four miles distant 
from the shore, the depth was gradually diininish- 
ing. No breakers were observed until we came 
close under the land, the breakers running parallel 
With il to a great distance. We ])nK eeded along 
Hh* banks. The breakers were hero so inconside- 
rable that a landing might have been eflfected with- 
out any diiiiculty ; but as the officers did not partici- 
pate in the eagerness I felt to visit the shore, we did 
not approach it nearer than at a distance of some 
hundred yards. It was a level tract of land, co- 
vered with wood, and in some places baviog smpll 
open plains, on which stood larger trees ;-fiom this 
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nlftiii we were eepmrated by a wUle stfand. A 
bright moonlight aiding the awakened enflmsiasm 
of my mind, made me fancy that I beheld diarmin|' 
lanmsapes, which appeared to me to be enlivened 
by the lend chirping of the grasshoppers. No 
birds oi otiicr animals were seen. On hearing the 
signal-gun we returned. 

July 3. The Congo was ordered this day to 
proceed along the coast down to Red Point, which 
we liad in sight, and which is the last point before 
entering the river; but the current carrying her 
away, she was obliged to anchor, and to-day she 
was brought up by the boats. These two last days 
we have had a gentle sea-breeze from S.S.E. (land- 
breeze ?) which sets in in the morning, and com*. . 
monly carries with it some butterflies. Yesterday 
ft was squally^to-dar it is foggy and dark. With 
the drag we have fimed op several kinds o( shells 
and Crustacea. An uncommonly large eel of a very 
good taste was canght on board^ the Congo. The 
temperature of the sea-water did not present any 
difierence. To-day it is colder than we had yet 
found it in the southerii hemisphere. We feel al- 
ready the strong current of the river. 

July 4. We remained all the day at anchor with 
aii indistinct view of th( land. 

July 5. We went into a boat to sound tlie nature 
of the bottom, which was found to be rocky and un- 
even. Nothing was taken up but branches of an 
^ntgMihes. In the afternoon, after the calm and 
warm morning, a strong sea-breeze set in. We 
weighed anchor and sailed on briskly through the 
rapid current. In the eveningwe found ourselves 
all at once out of soundings* The wind was dying 
away, and we thought we should be under the ne- 
cessity of driving back with the current; but at 
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midnight we were again in soundinejs wiih a cieptli 
of 2^3 mthorns, and the anchor was (iropt. We had 
unexpectedly passed to the other side ol the chan- 
nel, but we have got in sight of the iong-wished* 
for Cape Padroiif and Fitzmaurice is gone to try 
the depth. 
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/SECTION III. 

Oor Progrew up tbe Rirer as ft^ as Cooloo, opposite . the 

Cataract. 

We weighed anchor on the morning of the 6th, 
in the expectation of soon welcoiiiing the land oi' 
prQHiise, but were obhged to anchor again at seven 
o'clock under Shark Point, at a distance of one 
hundred yards from the shore. It is low, wiih a 
sandy strand terminalino; m a very steep bank. 
Along the beach and close to it is a thicket of 
shrubs; above this another of palms extends along 
the whole shore (probably Corypha)^ and higher 
up is a loilj wood. The vegetation has the ap- 
pearance of being decayed by drought. To the 
right hand is Hippopotamus Ciifi^ with a low 8hore» 
ninning southward in a long straight line. The 
anchor broke at the heavingf and we were for a 
moment in a dangerous and critical situation, the 
Congo having run foul of us. For the first time in 
lour months we now saw the sails taken in. A 
number of naked negroes immediately assembled 
on the shore. The land to the north (Mona Ma- 
zea,) is perfectly similar to Maxwell's representa- 
tion of it. The mouth of the river is very lars^e, 
perhaps fifteen miles wide. The naked hills of 
the interior consist probably of sand. Fathomless 
Point is just before us. At this point, towards the 
bank that runs down perpendicularly 100 fathoms, 
the wood appears a» if it were cut ofll It is at 
this point that the rirer first conmienoes its proper 
breadth* Shark Point is a narrow and unsafe an- 
chorage. The bottom is steep and very uneven* 
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aB we have a depth of 17 fathoms on one side the 
yessel, and a depth of 30 fathoms on the oilier; 
and a few fathoms iarther otf is the whirl of the 
rapid current The Congo had also her anchor 
broken eardeoBneM. We expect to be rerf 
busjr to-morrow moniii^, but there is scaicdNf any 
bope of getting osi shore. This is a tedious tanta- 
lizing business* At ten o'clock this evening we 
have a bright moonIq;ht The dark fomt eii4 
tfie white foaming surf bdow« present an interest- 
ing appearance. Tlie negroes have made several 
fires on tlie Point. About the twiUght the cries of 
parrots were lieard from the vessel, and large 
eagles hovered over the forest. It is rather cold 
(69°), and the dew falls in large drops. The 
current runs at the anchorage about three knota 
an hour. 

July 7. Early this morning the Mafook or go^ 
vemor came on board in two canoes^ with his reti- 
nue. At first his pretensions were very lofty*. 
insisted upon being saluted with a discharge of 
cannon, and on olmrving us go to tweaUast, de^ 
dared that he expected to be placed at the same 
(able with the Captain, and endeavoured to make 
liis words suHiciently impressive by hauglity gesti- 
culations. Sittino^ on the quarter-deck m a chair 
covered witli a ling, his dre*»s consisting of a laced 
velvet cloak, a red cap, a piece of stuff round his 
waist, otherwise naked, with an umbrella over hi^ 
head, though the weather was cold and cloudy^ 
lie represented the very best caricature 1 ever «aw. 
He soon became more moderate on being infoimed 
thai these vessels were not belonging to slave-mei^ 
chanti (who generally for the sake of their own profit 
mnl these gentlemen every possible indu^ence)^ 
but to the King of England, and that our ohjed 
was nirt trade. In order however to give bim a 
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Soof of our good niU towards him, a nn wa» 
scbarged, and a merchant flag hokted. At taUe 
. they a(te and drai^ imioioderately ; and in retm 
pronuBed to procure refreshments if we woulA 

send a boat on shore. In the meantime they were 
to remain on board. Fitzmauricc was accordingly 
ordered to go on shore in the boat. The Captain 
observing my extreme impatience to accompany 
him, said that if an excursion of a few minutes 
. could be of any use to me he would readily give 
his permission, but tliat there was no place for 
more of us. I was not long in jumping into the 
hoat With a &ir wind and with the assistance of 
oars we were scarcely able to double the point on 
account of the current. At last with great diffi- 
culty we jNSfached the shore. Ali, our pilot, flung 
a rope to the negroes^ who flocked down, and they 
drew us for some time through the surf along the 
coast. The vegetation was magnificent and ex- 
tremely beautiful. Shrubs of a rich verdure, large 
gramineous plants, and thick j^roupes of palms met 
the eye alternately. The country displayed the 
most beautiiul Ibrms, the most clmiming scenery. 
I found myself as in a new world, which was be- 
fore known to iiie in imagination only, or by draw- 
ings. We had still to donhle several points before 
we could arrive at the village, but our orders did 
not permit us to go farther. We leaped therefore, 
on snore with one of the sailors, each of us carry* 
inff m rifle barrelled gun. I ran a few paces to the 
leftiwhere the thick and dark forest caine down 
close to the strand; but my progress bein^ ob« 
structed by shrubs aind grass so as to make it im- 
possil^e to proceed, I turned to the opposite side. 
The ground was sandy. The strand was in a few 
places som(^ ft et broad, but in general the vegeta- 
tion left no intermediate space. I met Fitzmau« 
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rice surroiindofl by negroes, and bargaining lor a 
turtle of iuiinenije size and a singular form, Wing^ 
no doubt a new species. On j^oing iarthcr 1 \% as 
so much obstructed by tliickeU^ ol* shrubs, that 1 
was obliged to step into the water up tp the mid- 
die* which I ibnnd to be the only w ay of getting at 
the plants, and of taking a Tiew of the outside of 
the trees. The most common shrab was aCAiyco- 
ialanus^ bearm^ a strong resemblance to icnuo. It 
was mingled with another, which, though without 
flowers and therefore hardly determinable, is pro- 
bably a Ximcma, and the same I found at St Jaf^o, 
(whither I believed it to have been carried,) uiih 

a fruit resembling]; much a yellow \vliieh 

had a fragrant binelK and an acid but fiot disagree- 
able taste. The inliabitniits hi<^her up the river 
called it Ganrrt, The Portuj^uese missionaries tell 
long stories about its use in putrid fevers. Chry- 
sobalams has also a fruit called Mafva, that is, bUtul. 
i saw also two large species of jlrumb^ thtee of 
Cypcrus^ one 'of which was the papyrus. It rather 
surprised me to find this last growing in low and 
inundated places. Various shrubs of aHiseui with, 
flowers in bunches, and growing near the water ; 
a Papilmweeous plant with ripe pods, and thick 
^roupes of Jllangrove were succef^^ively met with. 
The palms are probably the liyp/uinc^ with large 
frondcs, A creeping Jasmine (the same I found at 
St. Jaj^o), was also discovej'ed. The forest eon- 
sists of a tree resembling Cfrsnfpi/iia, but I could 
not approach near enough to be able to examine 
it. Most of the plants here mentioned are com- 
monly called South American, but they have pro- 
b^ibly been carried thitlier*from Africa along with 
the negroes. The Hyphcme and Cj/perus papyrm 
are the same as those of Egypt. 1 ibund those 
parts of the ground the most accessible, which had 
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been set on fire by negroes. Near the point a 
2:rf' at quantity of fish was hanging exposed to tlie 
air to he dried, but no huts were any wliere to be 
seen, nor did any women appear, which shows 
that their habitations must be situated at some dis* 
tanee iii the forest 

The current carried us back in a few moments. 
The large turtle was exchanged for a pair of 
knives, worth about one shilling. Almost all the 
negroes who came on board our ship are Chris- 
tians. One of them is even a Catholic priest, or- 
dained by the Capuchin monks at Loanao. They 
were baptised by these monks two years ago at 
St. Antonio, situated seven days journey from 
hence. The monks ha\e given to tlie priest adi- 
loma. This barefooted black apostle, however, 
ad no fewer than five wives, the niirnber of whom 
is always in proportion to their means and inclina- 
tion, and which they never forget to make known. 
If the earl;^ missionaries had used a little more in- 
dulgence on this point, their doctrine would cer- 
tainlj hare met with a better reception. A few 
crosses on the neckd of the negroes, some Portu- 
guese prayers, and a few lessons taught by heart, 
are the only fruits that remain of the labours of 
three hundred years. If the exertions of the mis- 
sionaries had been deliberately directed towards 
civilizing the natives, what good might not have 
been effected in the course of so long a period ! 

July We had this morning a visit of another 
Mafook irom the point of Tall Trees, situated 
higher np the river. His countenance wore llie 
mark of great good-nature. He brou^lit with him 
as a present a beautiful little goat They tell us 
that there are eight small Portuguese vessels at 
Embomma, which seems to be the general market- 
place of all the surrounding nations. Simons, who 
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18 an unporiant persmifige in his capacity of inter- 
preter, oaB idread J got seme inteUigence oC \m 
relatioo6t after an absence of eleven rean, and 
Ben is iu hopes of meetin|^ with some of Us conn* 
trymen. Tney all agree in considering it impossi- 
ble for the Dorothy to proceed as far as Embom- 
ma. The rapidly advancing season will not allow 
us to stop until we have proceeded far up the river. 
The current under the point runs from 1 to 3i 
knots, and m the channel of the ri¥er iromfive andt 
^ix to eleven and twelve knots. 

On the setting in of the sea^uneeae, in the after- 
noon, we weighed anchor, and were nearly board- 
ed a second time by the Congo sIoca. Webadno 
sooner doubled the Cape, than the we^d was 
whirled round bv the force of the current The 
wind however ^blowing fii^sh, enabkd os to ad- 
vance about a mile before we were a^^riin ixmii- 
pelled to anchor. The Congo went on briskly, fol- 
lowing Fitzmaurice, who was sounding ahead. 
She anchored at Sherwood's creek, near the shore, 
her people having thereby the satisfaction of having 
sailed before us up the riv(M% thoujjh shr had been 
towed all the da}'. As we anchored we saw a 
schooner steering towards Kakatoo Point. While 
we were at table this vessel discharged a gva, and 
hoisted the Sw edish Hag, which by mistake was re- 
ported to be Spanish. On seeing the British flag 
displajed, she fired another gan, which was sdd 
to fa^ye been loaded with shot, and that the ball 
passed very near our vessel. Every thing was now 
in a bustle, and all in arms ; .the guns were load- 
ed, and every thing in readiness to answer such an 
unexpected salute. We were all courage, though 
aware of our inferiority in point of strength. The 
schooner anchored at a short distance, and sent a 
boat with a lew men on board with the Ca^ptain^s 
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compliments^ and an ofler of his seirices. Captain 
Tuckej began to suspect that it was an American 
slave-vessel under Spanish colours. He returned 
for an answer, that he would send a message on 
board their vessel, with thanks lor the Captain'g 
civility (the real object M^as to reconnoitre); ad- 
ding, that he commanded an ej^pedition, of which 
the j^ticipal vessel, a corvette, h^d proceeded be- 
fore us. The sight of regimentals, and of marines, 
mA the return of Fitzmaurice in a boat from the 
upper part of the river, confirmed the Captain*g 
etatemeiit The iehooner immediately turned back 
mod jput to sea, -though her Captain had just before 
mentioned his intention to sail the next day for 
Embomma. 

On leavingthe poiiit we had an interesting view 
beibrc us. The sea-coast with its sandy beach 
and foaming surf were gradually disappearing : be- 
fore us was the Cape of Kakatoo, of which the 
lower part is covered with shrubs and palms to a 
distance of about hall a mile from the shore, and 
ferther up is a dark lofty wood. On the other side 
of the point the shore is covered with grass and 
shrubs, and one point after another is seen pro- 
jecting into the great bay. Making allowance folr 
the tropical feito of the regetationi the scene beafs 
some resemblance to the Danish lakes. In the 
forest of palms, some larger trees were to be seen ; 
they were destitute of leaves, end Mala is the 
name given to them by the natives. I have no 
doubt but that Mansonia even here is to be found. 

0th. We are still in the middle of the great bav. 
On one side is Cape Kakatoo, where a num- 
ber of canoes are seen fishing. Farther on before 
OS lies the Congo (schooner) under the land, at the 
mouth of a rapid river, the banks of which her 
people are exploring. The natives are still on 
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board. Tfie Mafook of Kakatoo cannot forget thait 
he has been seated at table with the Captain of a. 
King^s ship. 

10th, We have been driving back daring the nigiit 
to. a considerable distance. To-day we weighed 
ftncbor, and endeavoared again to sail up tne ri- 
ver, but on perceiving that we were driving back 

in the mid-stream, we were obliged to steer out of 
it. The vessel was very diliicull to manage in the 
current. We had soon passed tlie mid<>chaniiel, 
which is scarcely iiiore than 1} mile broad, and 
reached the iVIoiin Mazea hank, wlierc the depth 
was only seven tallioms. The vessel was ior :\ 
moment in danger* but by the exertion oi ali on 
board, she was brought to anchor again under 
Kakatoo, a little farther back) and in shallower 
water than the first time. 

We remained here all the day waiting for the 
sea-breeze. The Captain began to- entertaio 
doubts whether he should be Mie to bring our 
clumsy bark up to the Congo. To die joy of all 
of us it was resolved that a fishing party should 
go on shore to-morrow. Every one is permitted 
to be of the party, who may be inclined, provided 
he will return with Fitzmauricc at breakiast-time. 
I tiiouglii ihis time too limited, and procured per- 
mission to remain on shore till dinner-time, on con- 
dition that I would risk to be cut off from the ship, 
in case the re-embarking at that time should prove 
impossible ; which condition I eagerly accepted o^. 
hoping that if such an event should happen, I 
might be able to get a canoe to convey me on 
board. 

lltb. We were all up before daybreak and 
went into the boat Most .of us were completelj 
wet, though the swell of the sea was not rery high. 
A&jBic having dried our clothes at the fire made 
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hj the negroes, aod waited until the first draught 
was made with the seine, when not a single fish was 
cauriit, the company, consisting of Cranch, Tudor, 
XiO^khart, a marine, and myself, proceeded along 
the shore. This being the only opportunity we 
should probably have during^ the wlioie voyage, of 
examining the coasts, I prctrrrcd to take this 
course, though less interesting than a walk into the 
thick forests. A great many strand-plants were 
growing in the gravel; some of them presented 
forms similar to those at the Cape of Good Hope, 
and detained us a great while. At last we thought 
it necessary to turn back and enter the forest 
Thickets of thorny shrubs made every step difficult, 
but in return every step was repaid by the disco* 
very of some new plants* Among them were the 
foUowing; a /nmtiie widi large migrant flowers; 
pyramids of FhgeBana of a light green colour, 
covering the trees up to tlicir tops; a Rlmnmus 
covered with flowers; and several shrubs, almost 
all with fruit, and lor this reason umlotrrminable. 
We tried to follow a path leading into the wood, 
and soon met with Mangrove trees, whic f» some- 
times rise to a considerable height. Here we sunk 
to our knees in a morass. The first tropical Felix 
was seen here. I was now obliged to return. The 
whole peninsuh seems Ho be of the same structure* 
The surf) opposing the current of the river,- has 
thrown up a high sand<-bank along the shore; 
above this bank ia a vast morass, covered with 
mangroves. The land at the river side is level and 
sandy, partly overgrown with lofty groupes of Hy- 
phcme. The gronnd is covered with an Armdo^ and 
an Jlndropogon with broad leaves. I'hey were 
each of Iheiii about twelve feet high, but had been 
set on hre in many places. Our wa^ led through 
these Htfph/Bmc palms, the fruit of which was imng« 
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mg down in branched clusters. We met -wMi 
•one negroes, who infemed us that ourconnefles 
were in the neighbomfaood, near a pool of water 
like a fishing poad^ where Cranch md just shot an 
Aff^iin^. We went down to the rfrer side, and to 
our trr( at joy found here the whole companj, who 
had ju^t had .'in immense draiiii^ht of large fishes of 
a species oi Sjmru.s. It was near dinner-time, and 
we thoii2:ht it best to accompany them on board, 
we rrdirned nrrordinifly with a lull cftrf^o. more 
like wood-cutters than botanists. Ci anc li had not 
been so very fortunate* We obsenred but £ew in- 
sects, and the birds were very shy. I saw a num^ 
ber of parrots, small parroquets, a black -bird on 
the wing, and two small MoHtiUas bat did not fire 
a single shot Gahrey brought to me a beautifel 
Tiolet<H>l0Qred RoHmoj which I had not seen be* 
fere. We had collected plants, the exnaination 
of which would require Weeks, though our exeur- 
sion had been so very short, not more than four 
hours. Luckhart and myself were occupied the 
wiiole afternoon and evernng in laying in speci- 
mens of plnnts. T coiisidervd that the bef^t way 
would hr to pre.-^erve thorn immediately, and put a 
specimen oi' each in water. We found ourselves 
quite exiiausted. The heat was from 6** to Bf* of 
Fahrenheit greater inland, than on the sea-shoro, 

July 12. We examined plants all this day. The 
two double boats had already been put into the 
water last night. Bcvth are fitted up to-day, and to- 
morrow we shall leave the ship. A boat fnm Em- 
bomma is with us. The natives tell us that all the 
vessels which were at that pkuce had betaken them* 
selves to flight before we entered the river, having 
c:ot over-land iroin Cabenda intelligence of our ap- 
|Mc>;^ch, wliicli makes it probable that they were 
Americans under Portuguese colouxs. Every thing 
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jbX 0eoi&8 to indicate that the descriptioiw of the 
great breadth of the me? « of the length of its conrae^ 
&a have beeiiexi|ggeiated,aiid that the whole ei^i* 
pedition will sooner terminate than anj body sim^ 

pec ted. The channel is very narrow, and the cur- 
rent never more tlian three knot», though six are 
marked on the chart. The gentlemen from the 
Cons;o came on board (lie transport in the after- 
noon, brino^ing with them sprcimrns oi several in- 
teresting plants collected diiring their excursions. 
Yesterday tliey had penetrated into bherwood'&. 
Ci:eek to a dii^lance of about five miles, till they, 
came nearly close under the high inland country, 
which is more open, and accessible. They bad 
seen traces of elephants and of numbers of aiitev 
I<^s^ but ,the negroeainfonn us that these animalsy 
as also the hippopotamus, are first to be met with 
in great numbers higher up the river. 

July 13. All our bag<^age is sent on board the 
double boats, and the Dorothy is now like a deserts 
ed \ illiige. In the afternoon all were on their ap- 
pointed posts on board tiie bmail vessels, which 
m^akc a knid of flotilla. Our two double boats 
formed the van, and were soon tound to be excel- 
lent sailing vessels. The double boat and skiff of 
the Dorothy followed, and Captain Tuckey in his 

fig was in the reai*. Gralwey and myself were with 
im. Favoured by the sea-breeze we soon passed 
the bay, and in the evening found ourselves under 
the southern hank of the river. The weather, as 
usual, was clear and pleasant. Small floating 
islands, sometiraes overgrown with waving shrube 
of Cynervs pt^rus^ passed by us. The nver side 
was thickly covered with a variety of plants of in- 
teresting forms. We heard the cries of parrots and 
the warbling of some small singiiig birds. The 
scene was solemn and beautifui The night was 
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approaching idien we arriTed on board the Congo^ 
wnere we found our room veiy dose, as we indiM 
had expected; but our agreeable prospects made 
ti8 forget this and every other inconvenience.—*. 

These prospects were only clouded by the gloom 
which some of us could not avoid betraying^, when 
speaking of the exaggerated accounts of the river, 
and the forebodings they were apt to entertain of 
the voyage being speedily terminated. 

July 14. In the morning all wished to go on 
shore, which was at the distance of about two |[an- 
shots only ; permission for this purpose wsa given 
after breakfast The landing-place was in a small 
bay just opposite the ship, with an island covered 
with plants, and a Rhizomoru with bended branch- 
es. At the bottom of the bay was a sandy beach, 
with a small plain, in the middle of which a l^rge 
Jldtmsonia was growing, and higher up a thick lofty 
forest was discovered. To the right and along the 
shore the country was more open. A number of 
shrubs and trees, from their form and novelty, ex- 
cited admiration and surprise. Farther on the sur- 
face had been set on fire, which is the onlv method 
of making a way through the impenetrable thick- 
ets. Ailer iiaving walked about in all directions 
as far as the thickets and mangroveis permitted, 
hunting for birds, insects, and plants, we sat down 
near the river to rest ourselves. The strand being 
now broader and more accessible in consequence 
of the ebb, we had an opportunity of discoverii^ 
many new and interesting objects. The evening 
was approaching when we gave the signal for our 
returning on board. 

July 1.0. I was fully occupied all the day in lay- 
ing plants in paper, havinor very little time for ex- 
amination. 1 have already got three or four new 
genera, and two-thirds, 1 conceive, of all the plaals 
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that hftT^ been collected wiH probably turn out to 

be new species. The collection of birds and in- 
sects is small. Some oi the gentlemen are again 
oil shore for a short time. 

July 16. We went into the boats on another ex- 
cursion. Having^ passed along the shore up to 
►Sherwood's Creek, and entered several of the in- 
numerable small inlets, we proceeded nearlj to Al- 
iigator^s Creek, and then retoriied with the ciir-. 
rent. The riyer-side promises us a large collec- 
tion of plants, the vegetation being so foxuriant, 
that there are onijr a few places where a landing 
may be eflected, either where the negroes coining 
down the river in their canoes encamp daring the - 
night, or where there lately has been nre in conse- 
quence of their encampment. The high thickets 
growing near the water consist chiefly of Pferocar^ 
puSy Convolvulm^ a new species of Hiiiseusy related 
to tiliaceusy witli scattered red and yellow flowers, 
Pandanus candelabrum (a little farther up) an Euge- 
nia^ covered with flowers, and a vast number of 
shrubs and trees, round which are twisted a great 
variety of climbing plants, and among which are 
Qjinsqmlis ebracteatus^ and a plant resembling Schms' 
iceo, w ith brtHiant purple-coloured flowers m bunch- 
es. Farther on^ in Ae bay; we met with more uni- 
formity. JOiMza/Jtara eoyevn the low^er part of it, 
having bended and branched roots, on which some 
of the oflicers- observed marks, that in their opinion 
determined the height oi the flood tide to be about 
2^ feet, but they are rather to be considered as in- 
dicating the rising of the river in a former season. 
A species of Jlcrostichm is the only plant growing 
among this Rhizaphora. 

A complete eahn and the deep.shade of the forest 
give to the contiguous places a dark and solemn 
appearance. We saw traces of bufialoes on the 
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eand of the shore. Of birds, we saw two species 
of the eagle, an Ardea alba^ and Plains mihit^a^ tbiee 
CeriUa^ two jlkediMtj two Fnn^Sm^ a large gra\' 
parrot and a paroquet. — ^The negroes come dailj 
on board in great numbers, bringing refreshments, 
consisting diiefly of goats. As jet we have not 
met with any remarkable fruit, except that of Rho' 
phia^ which I have seen but once. A journey to 
Sognio is daily spoken oti but the distance \^ about 
ten leagues, and all on board being very busy, it 15 
consec|ueiitly put off! The Dorothy has at la?t ad- 
vanced a hltle liigher up, but will scarcely reach 
Embomma. We have a great \n\\\\y negroes on 
board, who come under various pretexts, being, by 
their own account, all Mafooks, all good pilots, &c 
The principal enticements, however, are our pro* 
visions and our brandy. 

July 17, 1 remained again on board all the day. 
Lockhart and Tudor went on shore* Lockhart had 
collected several new plants, which were all femid 
-within the limits of our small bay. 
- July 18. Lockhart and myself went on shore in 
the bay, iu order to discover what still iiiight have 
been overlooked. We foiuul a remarkable tree at 
the river-side ( /hd/^u. drupac, fol. 5-natis). We 
Jieard a shot from the Dorotny. The Mafook Seiiu, 
from Embomma, having been dismissed from the 
Congo, was received on board the Dorothy with a 
salute. The Matbok with his retinue have been 
constant visiters on board for a long time. His 
pretensions were not much attended to. He vras, 
however, preQented with a small boat, in which he 
might return, because the negroes, it . was said, 
would laugh at him, if he returned without some 
present. The Captain resolved to proceed to Em- 
bouuua in the double-boat before the, Congo, iiav- 
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ing there affiurs to settle with the Mafook Seno, 
which irill take several days. 

July 19. We prepared ourselTes to aceompany 
the Cfaptain, but the weather continuing cahn, we 

were obliijed to remain here all tlie day. 

July 20. We lefl Siier\vood\s Creek and the 
beauiilnl l);iy where the Coni^o had been at anchor, 
proceeding- along the bank ol tlje river, which pre- 
seiitetl the most charming and varying sceucry, and, 
alter having passed Knox's island, we anchored 
between several low sandy creeks and small islands. 
July 21. Early in the morning we were under 



filling the boats with fishes in a few draughts, we 
were walking about iti the thickets. Our acquisi- 
tions this day were; a palm with two sorts of 
leaves; a /mmnnuf, which being too weak at the 

root to stand upright, was supported by higli shoots; 
an ^imomum; a plant of the Ltiliaccous tri!)e; Rha-- 
phia^ and many other plants. A large monkey was 
seen on the shore from t[ie Congo. The Simiacc' 
phus was frequently brought tons by the inhabitants. 

July 22. We made a shortexcursion on tlie shore 
nearest to our arjchorage, where it wore a inoreva* 
lying aspect. A Rkaphia with brilliant flowers was 
seen here. In the evening the double-boat was or- 
dered to make sail. We bade farewell to the Con^ 
with three cheers. Our accommodations were in 
this boat much better in every respect. Tudor, Gal- 
wey, myseli^ and the Captain, were on board. We 
sailed on briskly along the shore, though the water 
Mas shallow. We frequently tame in contact with 
the shrubs that were spreading their various 
branches over the water. The viiit'-palm waved 
its leaves above them. Tiie parrots, liocking to- 
gether like crows, leave this side of the river, where 
they have been seeking their food in the day, and 



Knox's island. 
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retire to the northern shore, where they remain dur- 
ing the night. The wind was dying away, mid we 
were obliged to cross over to the opposite side of 
|he riven We .anchored tinder the first island, 
which is one of the mainr banks formed in the mid- 
dle of the river. The daptain offered me his boat 
for an excursion csn shore the next monuDg. 

Julj 23* Being awaked early in the morning bj 
the cries of the parrots, we went on shore on a low 
ishmd (Manipen^a.) I had not expected to find 
■ here anyg^real variety in the vegetation. A num« 
ber oi new oljjects, however, preserited themselves 
every moment as I walked on. The island i8 the 
point of an extensive sand-bank formed m the river, 
and at the north side is almost joined to the main 
land. In the middle were lowmoraaseSf in which 
a number of difierent plants were growing, and 
among them two species of J^n^pkmiB^ a MtxH^OKihn 
indieOf and several others. They were almost all 
herbaeeoas. Tudor chased eeveraL water-ibwl, 
but with little succesB* Traces of Hippopotami 
were seen every where in the sand. A singular 
species of Sterna and an Jllcedo were shot. The 
nver here abounds with canoes, wlii< fi come to this 
side to fish. About thirty new plants collected here, 
\N ill lull) occupy my time until we shall weigh an- 
chor in the evening^. We proceed along (he 
islands, several of which are overgrown with whole 
ibrests of the Cyperm papgrus. We are again near 
the main-land, which has a most beautiful appear- 
ance. * , . 

... • A great many tm6-/^alm^, growing among 
the thickets* seem to indicate a populous oountiy. 
A number of negroes walking about among the 
shrubs, call out to us as we go along. Behind the 
thicket is a village, but there is scarcely any pene- 
trable iandiiig-placQ on the shore*. We continued 
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aur course adong the north side, and anchored im* 
der Saimpun Comjpeiuu (Monkey^s Island), and we 
are again preparing onrselves for another excar* 
aion on shore to-morrow at an early hour, and to 
renew^ as it were, the exquisite pleasures of this 
day. 

July 24. We landed on the second range of 

the low sandy islands in the river, or Monkey^s 
Islands (which name the inhabitants give to these 
islands, not to those of Maxwell). At low ebb 
they formed two ranges of banks, of which those 
partR which arc above the water at high tiood were 
.thickly overgrown with a tall grass, and with scat- 
tered thickets of shrubby plants. One of these 
shrubs was a nma mmcs, and another a new species 
oilJmodorum, These plants and some Cjupmndem 
were the principal acquisitions of this day. I was 
running for a long time aAer several strand hirdsi 
but shot only a few of them* Galwey and Tudor 
were in another quarter. I waded to 4he island 
farthest to the south, and returned in a canoe. 
These islands arc probably only inhabited periodi- 
cally, and must be partly inundated in tho rainy sea- 
son. The fishing for oysters seems to be the main ob- 
ject of the negroes who live here. Large heaps of 
the shells of a Jfcfya lay spread all over the shore, 
and a great quantity of dried and half-roasted oy- 
sters were hanging under the straw huts. We 
have not yet seen any regular built hut, but only 
diatcbed roois^ supported by four poles. A few 
women only were to be seen. We were proceed- 
ing to the northern woody side of the river, when 
we observed the foretop-sail hoisted on the boat 
Innumerable canoes are continually passing up- 
wards and downwards. The object ot some, 
that of fishing; of others, that of drawing palm- 
wine irom the trees. 
The breeze sets in to-day somewhat earlyi or 
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mbont rioven o^'clock, but, as usual, is scanty. It 
generally begins first to blow iresh after it is daik, 
when we are obliged of course to remain at anchor. 
We proceeded at a slow rate along the coast. 
Our black pilot steered between the two islands to 
the northwani (where the boats touched tlie very 
bottom) and into the <jreat channel along Moiikry 
Island. The picturesque and varied scenes occa- 
sioned by the thickets and lorests have now disap- 
peared. W e have now passed the man^ove coun- 
try, and see only thickets of Hibiscus near the wa- 
ter, with some solitary trees. To the right the 
low land is thickly overgrown with high ^rass like 
a corn-field. No forests are now Tisible, unless 
that name should be given to vast ranges of the 
Cyperus papyrus^ which with their lofty and waring 
tops present a singular appearance. * Farther up 
some scattered Hypkme palms are still Tisible. 
The appearance which these two plants give to 
the \s iiuit" country stronj^ly reminds me of the 
drawings ol Egyptian hmdscapes. The palms as 
ue proceed increase in number, Ibrming i^toupes, 
and higher up even whole forests. Great numbers 
ol tiie natives make their appearance on the shore, 
walking about in the grass bet^ een tfie thickets. 
We are just by the village of Maliba, whose name 
is derived from its palms. When it grew dark we 
anchored a little higher up, a few fathoms from the 
shore. A black cloud for the first time made its 
appearance in the northern horizon. The negroes 
tola us that it was the prognostic of the approach- 
ing rainy season. While I am writing this at our 
anchorage 1 hear the evening music ui the grass- 
hoppers. 

July 25. A gentle breeze carriod us nhoni two 
miles higher up> where we aucliored near the 
shore in a small bay. The nati\ es welcomed us. 
A water-snake about four feet in length was caught 
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in the cabin of the Captain. He must have swam 
OD board during the night For the first time we 
saw here the bank of the river rising perpendicu- 
larly about four feet, and consisting of indurated 

clay. The surface was thickly overgrown with 
grass ; hut as the soil consisted ut a hardened ela^, 
it was not so liigh as usual. Groves and forests of 
HypluEiie. mingled with some Jldamonur^ were the 
onlykuuls of trees that occurred. The village 
Condo 7}o/(£,'^o was at a - hort distance. It consisted 
, of huts covered with neat mats, made of grass or 
atraw, and supported by poles. We walked about 
an hour in the high grass and between the trees^ 
on which calabashes were hanging to receive the 
juice which constitutes the palm-wine. I shot a 
lar^e species of Corvus and some small pigeons, of 
which a great number were cooing in the trees. 
We saw numerous traces of buflbfoes, and were 
told by the natives that they had seen a whole herd 
of these aiunials early in the morniiig. The vege- 
tation here is without vai ir ly. A gentle breeze 
carried us somewhat higher up the river. We 
rrossed the elianiiel, and passed to the shore on the 
right, near Farquhar s Island. 

I had now the opportunity of going on shore for 
a few minutes. Here at lengthy for the first time, 
eome traces of cultivation were seen. A consider- 
able extent of land was planted with maiae, and 
some tobacco^ both of which were now about one 
foot high. I collected two new plants, and some 
specimens of a sin^lar tree with large leaves. We 
proceeded along the island, which seemed to be 
well cultivated and very populous. At a dist;uire 
an kippopolamus was seen with his head a Love liie 
water. The land on both sides of die river is 
again quite level and sandy, overgrown with high 
grass> and in some places with Cyperm papyrus. 
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An old woman, a relation of Simons, cama on 
board, accompanied bj her grand*daoabter, a lit- 
tle black V eiius, the sight of whom Kindled an 
amorous flame in the breasts of several of our 
firentlemeii. Some tempting oflers were made to 
her beforehand, and Embomma appointed a? (he 
place of meeting. A canoe, in which was the son 
of Mafook 8enu, was upset. He gave a specimen 
of his^ill in swimming by diving irom under it 
We passed Rough Point, and came within s^ht of 
the high country on both sides the river. To the 
left were some rounded hills, and behind them a 
' ijdge of mountains, with a pointed pillar on the . 
highest summit, which is called Tarn Enzdzssi^ of 
the rock of lightning. These hills are almost 
naked, and do not therefore promise much in the 
way of botany, in comjiarison with the lower parts 
of the river side. To the ria^lit we obbcrved a 
large projecting point terminated by a rock (Fe- 
tishe rock) resembling a mass of rnins, but not 
high. We crossed the channel and anchored near 
the shore to the right On the north side, and at a 
short distance, is Coyman^s Point, where three 
channels of the river meet together. We shaU 
probably reach Embomma to-morrow. The whole 
appearance of the river, its numerous sand-banks, 
low shore, inconsiderable current, narrow channel, 
seem but little to justify its extravagant fame. Its 
Sources cannot be farther inland than thojie of Se- 
negal and Gambia. 

Thou^iA we were at the distance of four or five 
miles from Fetishe rock, the Captain was desirous 
of sailing down to it. Our pilots entertained some 
fears of passing through the whirlpools, which, 
however, we found to be nothing more than the 
main stream of the river running with a strbfig 
current We no sooner landed on the rock 
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lhan we observed two hippopotami, at which un- 
hjckiiy we were not prepared for firins^. Tudor 
however fired a random shot near the head of one. 
ef them. The rock \^ steep, nnd difficult of as- 
cent Its lower part was overgrown with trees of 
▼arious kinds. Its conical shape gave us an opi- 
portunity of cUecovering its stracture. It consists 
of a coane^^naned granite. Lai^ pieces of feld- 
spar occur in several places, and at the extremity 
of a low flat point some of them are not less than 
§tom one to two hundred feet in circumference. 
The towering cli£ of Fetishe rock, the new and 
▼aried vegetation on its sides, and the extensive 
view of the river which it commands, presented a 
magnificent scene. ^J'his rock is the terminating 
point of the high mountainous land which is seen 
to extend into the interior in undulatins: rKn«;r=5 of 
blue mountains, two or three ridg^esone behrnd tlie 
other. Beyond the great sandy and i<rassy islands 
in the river, scattered palms are seen in the hori- 
aoO) appearing as if they were growing in the 
water* The high land rising from the banks of 
the river would form interesting landscapes, if it 
was not quite naked. Some scattered Mansanias, 
stripped of their leaves, were almost the only 
trees that were visible. A fev minates only were 
allowed to me for examining the rich vegetation of 
the Fetidie rocks. The steep cltfls and the im- 
penetrable thickets of shrubs, climbers, and lofty 
trees, limited my acquisitions to a most superb 
climber {Polyan. monog)^ a Ltmodorum^ and a Liii' 
uceous plant, the thick fibrous stalks of whicli (with« 
out leaves) are used by the natives for making 
ropes. The sea-breeze set in late as usual. We 
passed several villages. 

We are now un&r the rounded mountains, of 
which Taddi £nzaaHn is the highest f perhaps xi 

3» 
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may be from a tfaouBand to fifleen hundred ttd* 
Tbej seem to be naked, with the exception of 
some solitary trees and diy grafts. Groopes of Ae 
Makapdm are seen in small valley s between the 
hills, and shmbs of a 'Mimota are common at the 
river side. We arrired soon at the vmirket-pla(*e 
ol Kmbomma, where a number of negroes had a»- 
Biiiibled. Tbc Captain's intention was to go to the 
baiiza this evening, but win n the Mfifook came on 
board and promised to accompanj him to the 
King's res id ( I icc the following morning, the jour- 
ney was put off. 

July 27. The negroes intruded themselves upon 
us before we had lefl our beds* Iwent into a boat 
in order to visit MoHneaux^s island, which at the 
river-side consists of a steep roiinded rcMsk. A 

Satch which had been set on fire opened a way 
own to the more level parts. Here I mund severri 
new and brilliant plants, and loftf trees with up- 
right leaves, which 1 had not seen before. Impe-* 
netrable thickets obstructed our farther progms. 
We made some attempts from the boat to ascend 
the steep hill. The climbers and creepers hang- 
ing down its sides resend>led worked tapestry. The 
ground was covered with Ipomrtce^ one w\ih white 
and another with violet flowers. The rock con- 
sists of blocks of ({unrtz, I was called back on 
hoard just when I was taking a view of the sur- 
rounding scenery. Tn the evening we arrived at 
tlie banza, and dropped anchor near the shore, 
which was level, and covered with grass. The re- 
sidence of the king is on the other side of the 
hill. The river is already narrow, and i^ perhaps 

not larger than the bay of St The land 

to the left rises gently, and forms a long ridge, bel- 
ter covered with wood than the lower parts, and 
Whuid it is seen a range of undulating mountains. A 
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iainte waa^ fired, sod floon after a palanquin made 
its appearance* having been sent by tne king to 
the Captain, who however declined going on shore 

till the following morning'. 

July 28. This day was fixed upon for the cere- 
monious procession to the royal residence. Early 
in the mornins: we were already teazed with visits 
from Malboks and Princes by dozens. The Cap- 
tain preferred to walk the e;rcatest part oi the 
way. Some marines followed us as a guard, and 
we ourselves, dressed in borrowed coati* formed 
the van. Our way led over a grassy plain, varied 
by cultivated patches of maiae, difierent kinds of 
pulse* and cassava* resembling asparagus as to 

Single trees were scattered around. The 

grass was almost d^. A path leads over the risii^ 
ground (which consists of clay) up to a hill, which 
commands an excellent view of the river winding 
behind a liigh island, and re-appearing be yoiid it. 
The Captain having got into the palant|uiD. which 
was constructed after the ancient Portuguese 
fashion, and the party disposing itself into a sort 
of processional order, and being put in motion, 
which, contrary to European custom, is here a 
full gallop, we soon arrived in the royal city, which 
did not appear to us a very large one* With its si- 
tuation, however* and neatness, we were more sa- 
tisfied. On an eminence* among palms and Bom" 
hag^ Mamomth and j^tettf* and several other trees* 
the straw hats were scatter^ about* all of them 
suRounded by fences* near which young trees had 
been carefully planted. We halted by a large old 
tree, under whose sacred branches the meetings of 
the elders are held, and all public business trans- 
acted. After some time liad elapsed, we were in- 
vited to proceed to the residence of his Majesty, 
which is composed of several huts ranged within a 



•mall enclosure. The Captain was seated on aiH 
elevated place with a large mnbrella over his head^ 
and we took oar seats aronnd him. The Kii^t* 
dressed out, as if going to a mmqaerade, in 
drawers and adoak of sOk, and boots of marro- 
auin, with a lar^e cap on his head, resemUiiig^ 
Uiat of a grenadier, adorned with flowers, made 
his appearance, and took his seat near the Cap- 
lain. Next behind ub were hiiy counsellors, sur- 
rounded by a great assemblage of people. Mr. 
Simons, in an ancient court-dress, witli a sailor's 
hat on Ins head, had here the weighty charge of 
being the interpreter, and had told us the preced- 
ing evening that great doubts were entertained as 
to the real object of our visit, and that, since we 
did not profess to trade, it could be attributed to 
iiothiiig else than a hostile intention. The Captain 
ordered him briefly to explain the object ef the 
expedition ; but this they could not at all compre^ 
hend« When any thmg occurred in the convena* 
tioD that struck them, one of the nobles rose, and 
with attitudes resembling those of a fugle-man, 
gave the signal for the sacala ; on which all smote 
themselves on tiicir bieasts with an expression of 

As a first present a cask of brandy was brought 
forward. Thib they comprefiended well enough; 
and having^ poured it into a large wa&Jiing bowl, 
they fought among themselves for the nectar. The 
king and his ministers soon o&er went away, and 
we were shortly invited into a spacious straw haK 
which, like all the rest, could not be said to be en- 
cumbered with too much fomiture. We observed 
in it, however, a number of small fetishes. Here 
we were enter tained with a dish of boiled fowl and 
with palm wine in mugs of EkigUsh mamnluBlare*. 
The smlars dined after us. We took a walls in tht 
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.town, and wope. all owed to enter into every enclo* 
sure. Tudor and Galwey liMiiid here the daughter 
of the Macage of Loomi», which is a maifcet* 
place» where thejr had been die day before, and 
made some baigains ia &voiir of theirother friends. 
The women are considered in the light of merdian- 
dfee ; and a husband generally takes care to make 
an European pay dear for his bargain. If any of 
his coiinli jmen, liouever, should violate liis wife 
^vithout his knowledge, he is permitted to })ut hira 
to death; but every one most readily will 1« ud his 
wife to his neighbour for a very trifling considera- 
tion. Some of our gentlemen had thoughts of 
hiring a house ; but the distance from the vessel 
was considered to be too great, and the Captain 
did not by any means approve of it. . 

A long deliberation had taken place among the 
King's. advisers; after which we again assembled* 
' The Captain repeated what he had said before. 
One of the sons of the King was the person who 
showed most uneaainesst distrast, and coldness 
during the whole deliberation. At length, an old 
man, ancle of the King, who commonly commani- 
cates the resolutions of the assemblv, and who had 
voted with Simons in our ia\ our (Simons had been 
called upon by theni lo lake the oath), broke leaf, 
which is the symboi of peace and amity, with the 
Captain ; implying, that they believed that he had 
come on friendly purposes, kc. The most interest- 
ing personage was tlie lather ol Simons. He had 
given his son in charge to a trading slave captain, 
of Liverpool, in order to be educated in England; 
but instead of this, the boy had been sold by ihi$ 
captain in the West Indies, where he had aufifered 
many hardships : from which he escaped by getting 
. on board a King's ship, from which he was by mere 
accident sent on board the Congo. The father. 
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aiier waiting (or his return eleven years, during 
wbich time he had made many inquiries for bim in 
Fain, had now miezpeotediy got intelligence of hk 
iMeiog with us, and came on i^rd the first eyening 
of our arriYal near Loomba. His excemim joy* 
the ardour with which he hugged his mo in mg 
arms, proved that even among this peof^ nature 
is amke to tender emotionB. As a token of grati* 
tude he offered to tiie Captain a firesent of nine 
slaves. Simons was here an important personage, 
was called iMatbok, carried ia a palanquin, &:c. 

In the uiidbt o( (hif5 business I could only g^ive a 
hasty glance at the treasures which surrounded 
me ; among whicli, however, 1 observed a Ckrodm- 
drum^ flowers of a scarlet colour; but I hope 
that none ol tijem will elude my researches, as 
soon as I shall be at liberty to di^Kise of my time. 
The evening was again noisy, as a namher of black 
gentlemen had come on board. They have al« 
ready nearly exhausted our store of spirits. To- 
morrow our pilots, whose names are Gaa, Browih 
and Taii MaxtoeUj are to bring the Congo up to 
this place. 

Jiuy 29. In the morning I set outfor the small 
creek, accompanied by four boys and a servant: 

here I shot several water-birds. The shore was 
overgrown with a thick sod covered with a species 
of Jiisaimta, and higher up with a thick grass, 
chieiiy consisting of Ischcmiuvi, I made an excur- 
sion on the shore to the rij^ht. which is a peninsula 
iilnio-t surrounded by water, being connected witli 
the main land only by a small chain of rocks in 
the middle. Cultivated patches are seen here and 
there, with free access to a considerable distances 
Lofty Bjgaihimne^ a Bombase pmkmdr. trunco ipmot&t 
and a great many new shnibs and other j4ants» 
are scattered about. We penetrated duroufh the 
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lUckets up to the momitaiD which occupies the 
Middle ot the peninsofaL Near the smnimt we 
saw a superb tree with eatable fruit re§embliiig 

diy . . . . . The inhabitants seemed to have 
no knowledge ol its being an esculent iruit, but 
after I had given the example, they partook of it 
readily. A tree of Pandarms caui^ht my attention. 

The prospect from tlie summit was grand, com- 
prehending the windings of the river, its islands, 
the poHits of its shores up to Taddi Moenga and 
Bamba, the eastern Boka de Embomma) the west- 
em Boka de Emhomma, which is overgrown with 
woodf Kseti, which is the third island above Loom« 
ba, with a rounded mountain in its middle. Boka 
Eittbomina consists of a half decomposed gneiBi, 
which occurs in large projecting blocks* 

The Captain had piti^hed his tent to-day. Frank 
Clark caide to inform him that his Majesty had sent 
one of his daughters to Clark's wife, and that he 
might bend for her. 1 took a walk to the town, 
chiefly with an intention of seeing Galwey and 
Tudor ill their hahitaiions. On entering the en- 
closure of the King's residence we found him sit- 
ting amiflst a number of children, and distributing 
food among them. They were all boys. Having 
stayed there a while, during which I was consider^ 
ed as the Ambassador of the Captain, a young girl, 
nakedt as all the others were, presented hei^elf 
kneeling at the entrance. I took her hand, when 
unexpectedly N'Kenge, the Prince of Embomma, 
oflfered her m a very polite manner as a present to 
the Captain. She was very much alarmed ; and 
on being brought into the Captam's tent, which 
was lighted by lamps, she ran under the bedstead. 
The Captain seemed not much pleased witlj this 
obtruded civility. 
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Julj 30. Earij in the morning I weat out witb 
Hodder, and proceeded towards the upper end of 
the creek ; and here I shot a number of birds. Af- 
ter having been on shore on the island Boka, 1 pur- 
sued my course up the creek to a bank in the mid- 
dle, and passinc tne villages Thimanga and Vinda» 
I followea the snore until I arrived at Tinj^angat a 
village belonging to the brother of Uie king. He 
was sitting on a mat, surrounded by his grandees 
and armrd young mon. The rock above the vil- 
lage is steep, witli two or three springv^^, and cover- 
ed with an interesting vegetation. We went to ihe 
village of Frank Clark, who aceompaiiicd us, and 
invited me into house. One ot tlie Captain's 
people had been sent to fetch a cow, which was 
promised him hy the king. In assisting to catch 
this half-wikl beast, my foot was entangled in the 
rope which was fastened to her, and wit}i which she 
was running away. I was thus placed all at once 
in an awkward situation; it mipit have been still 
worse if the rope had not broken. I was brought 
to the kin^^s house almost senseless, except to ex- 
quisite pain. From thence 1 was removed on board 
in a kind of litter. I was confined to the cabin till 
the afternoon of llie following day, when, ^vilh the 
assistance of anodier persoti, f was enabled to limp 
on shore, and to eollect >i id i plaiits as 1 might have 
overlooked on my formt i- ( \( ur>ioTis. 

Gw} broni^lit us the agreeable news that the 
Congo li id already passed Taddi Moenga. The 
Dorotiiy is at Tall Trees. Thev say they have 
killed an alligator. . Frank, according to a promise 
given long ago, brought on board a weeping girl 
last Tiifxht, who was soon fpUowed by an^er. To- 
day Tudor and Galwey have removed their light 
huts to the tent of the Captain, which -is already 
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.called the Captain's village by the inhabitants, A 
village means with them a pater-familias and hie 
private dependants. The village of the king (Banza 
Embomma) is the only village where several fami- 
lies have sufficient land capable of cultivation yi 
tiie neighbourhood, ai^d to enable them to Uve,£o4 
gether. The land is cultivated in patches only, 
and the labour is performed by the women, whom 
we saw frequently in the fields, carrying with them 
their children ami baskets of provisions, the dauf^h- 
ters of the king as well as otherri. The orjiy plants 
we observed to be cultivated were cassa^ a in ^mnll 
quantity, and maize, planted chiefly along tlie river 
side, probably because the air there is more humid. 
The cotton shrub was growing wild in the plains. 
Ptsangs were frequently brought from the market 
of Loomba, though none were seen iq this neigh- 
bourhood. They were said to jgiow {dentifuUy 
higher up the river on the oppostt«» side, as abo 
oranges and other fruits.. The order of precedency 
is : Tjenu, or the king, theprinces Malibere, M&m^ 
bous, Macaya, Mafook. The inhabitants are ad- 
dicted to some superstitions with respect to food; 
as, for instance, to abstain from eating eggs and 
milk. A Fetish man is not allowed music at his 
meals, except wfien be has not partaken of Leimbaf 
July 31. My loot being much better, I was en- 
abled to take a short walk on the plain. I caused 
a pit to be dug in order to ascertain the tempera* 
ture of the earth, but the clay whichp here every 
where is predominant, and hard as stone, did not 
permit a deeper pit to be dug than three feet, 
which proved msumcient The temperature how- 
ever appeared to be 80^. The weather, which 
continues cloudy and unsettled, does not allow of 
any remarks on the dew, and in general makes all 
observations on the climate in this season ie^s in* 
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(cresting. Tlie temperature to-day, before the set- 
ting HI of the sea-breeze, is about 77*^. and in the 
tent of the Captain. fUr. The grandfather of Si- 
mons is on board. Hodder is sent witb orders ibr 
the Congo. 

Aajgiist L In compaD;^ with Galwey apd Tudor 
I visited our creek again in the mombg. We 
passed through floating Jwtkm and j^NNiutiB. We 
shot a namter of biras of ft sjpecies of . . * . •» 
wMch is here verj conunon. we proceeded Qp» 
wj^rds to the sand-b^nk, which Galwcj and Tudor 
" . yesterday liad lound to be passable in a flat-bot- 

♦ tomed boat. It was overgrown with lloaUng grass^ 
) througl) which we could not pass but with great 

• difficulty and labour; but in return, the most beau- 
tifid scenes presented themselYes on the other 
side 

The river runs between rounded mountains, the 
bigher parts of which are jiaked, but the lower 
parts along the river-side are partly covered with 
a luxuriant vegetation. The mountains incline to- 
wards the north, with their precipices facing the 
south, which is indeed evident by the different 
appearance of both sides of the river. The decfi- 
vity is in some places vertical. The Congo with 
the two double-boats arrived in the evening and 
anchored near the opposite shore. To-morrow 
we shall take leave of tlie Tjenu. 

August 2. We went to the banza with the ofi* 
cers to take our leave. In the meantime Lock- 
hart made an excursion to the left between the 
plain and the hills, and I took the opposite side, 
where I again met with the superb Broumetu The 
visit was unceremonious, and not very hospitable. 
His Majesty did not so much as ofler the Clapiaiii 
a mug of palm-wine His dress was that usaallj 
wom by the natives, fie was seated near h» 
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hoosef opposite tli^iiilef^^ officers, surround- 
ed hj about fifty neffiok^ I yisited their burying 
place, where a very deep grare had been dug for 
a woman who had just dira, and I passed by her 
bouse, where half a dosien women were howling 
terribly. They are wM to repeat this mode m 
showing their griaf'^for several days, keeping up 
the same kind of Concert for about an hour each 
day. I returned in company with my friend Frank 
Clark (who is the best of all the members of the 
Roysd Family), to the precipices, by the way of 
Tihenjanga. The rocks consist of a completely 
decomposed quartz, and granular red masses, la 
some places water is continually pouring forth as 
from springs. The temperature under the shade 
of the thickets is down to 70% probably in conse- 
qaence of the evaporation. I found several new 
plants, among which was a shrub bearing berries, 
of which I am uncertain whether it be cultivated^ 
but I saw it growing wild all around. 1 met Lock« 
hart, who had collected sereral beautifiil plants. 
Hawkey and Mr. Kerrow returned to the Tillage 
on a visit to the ladies. Tjenu offered another 
daughter to the Captain in addition to the first*^ 
mentioned, who was better looking than the for- 
mer. I was occupied with laying in plants till late 
in tlie evening. ^ ' 

Augusts. Yo<^t'erday the village of the Captain 
was removed in about the same space of time as 
that which had been requisite for its erection. To- 
^y, at 4aj^l%^^v schooner proceeded, with 
tple assistancif'.^^Mflrs, along Boka de Embomma, 
land anchored nearff iqpposite to the middle of it, 
l^her«f^tt|^^^ orergrown with thickets of 
shrutf^pSStaJ^^An:alligatorWas seen swimming 
jfkimm hettf trees overshadow the steep 

iiffi^'^oj^lhe rock, which rises to the height o£. four 
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or five hundred feet. Its upper parts are almost 
naked. I was ordered on board the Congo, in con- 
sequence of some misunderstanding between Ta* 
dor and Cranch, relating to the ammunition belong- 
ing to the latter, and of some irregularis which 
had taken place with respect to the l>oats. 

August 4. Accompanied the Captain to the rock 
Taddi Maiisoni on the otyposite side. Plains and 
deep valleys vary with hitls, which sometimes ter* 
minatc in peaks and f^rotesque cliffs.-^ Gronpes "of 
ihii ^Miitioi^a spinosa and soiiie cultivated patches 
were scattered about. We saw in our wa v the 
skeletoii of a hippopotiunus. We measured a large 
Mamonia^ which at two or three feet above the 
root was found to be forty-two feet in circumfer- 
ence. The river is now no longer divided into se- 
veral channels, but continues to be free from islands 
to a considerable distance. Its breadth here I cal- 
culated to be about the same as that of Drammen 
(in Norway) at the bridge. I mounted the hill, 
whose base consists of a yellow mica-slate, which 
continually decreases iii approaching the summit, 
where the formation is umost entirely quarts. 
Among the trees we found lying on the ground se- 
veral pieces of wood, which was called Ucrnum vitm 
by our carpenters. It is extremely h;ii(l, but 1 
could not ascerlaiii what it iis. A Muba palm was 
cut down, which I examined. We found several 
curious insects. Otir situation, as we are walking 
here under gron|)es ol i tpob of various kinds, would 
be envied by many ot our iriends. We saw mon- 
keys running to and fro on the branches of the trees 
• (Simia cephus), and several hirds^ among whiqh was 
' a spotted Jketh* Divine service was performed 
on deck, where we had an agreeab^ tempersitdre. 
We obsenred on a "small buik of mud, sttiftited a 
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few fathoms only from our anchorage, that the flood 
tide rose about ten inches. 

August 5. In our flat-bottomed boats we arrived 
at Tchinsala, and run deep in the mud. We ob- 
senred the Congo proceeding upwards. The Cap 
tain wasjust gone on board the Congo, and brou^t 
her up to tfae neight of Tchinsala on the opposite 
side of the river, where she anchored near the end 
4^f the island Kinyaneaia. The Captain, finding 
that she only retarded our progress, resolved to 
leave her in this place. The evening was spent iu 
ai Tiingiiig for our further progress in the double- 
boats. Fitzmaurice and Hawkey went on board 
the schooner. C ranch was at lirst resolved, after 
long deliberation, to remain with the Congo, but 
changed his mind on hearing that the third part of 
the apparatus should be delivered up to us. All 
left collections to be conveyed to the Dorothy. I 
left all my dry olants and a box full of seeds. 

Auffust 6. I had landed for a moment on Tchin- 
aala, but a shot called me immediatdy back again. 
Our flotilla was already under sail at one o^clock*. 
The longboat of the snip is to ||o as far as Benda; 
We crossed the river several times according to 
the strene^^th of the current. The mountains come 
down to tlie river, and in many places. contract its 
channel to scarcely half a mile. They are round- 
ed, and commonly sloping hills with narrow and 
short valleys between ihem. They are overgrown 
, with dry grass, but otherwise entirely naked. The 
south-side had at first more level ground, with rising 
blocks of slate dispersed over its sur&ce. At Vin- 
da, a snudl plain, the mountain along the northern 
bank is very steep, the declivity about forty-five 
de^es, and sometimes almost . vertical, out of 
which were projected several rocky points. It is 
only near the high grass on the banks of the river 
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and in the vallejs that trees of luxuriant growth arc 
to be seen. On the small plains at the heads ot* 
creeks we observed some villages amidst palms of 
HtjpfuKnc^ which were also seen scattered about 
higher up the sides of the mountains, ^ 't'he banks, 
with their precipitous cljifl^ of sjate, oyei|pDqw 
a hanging sreen tapestry 6f cliipber^ aTid'sunllHaa^ 
ed with plants and trees; pIviCf^riouB kinds, aiiioii|( 
which is a Mgh anil always imketf Ad^m M ^a^ 
sent indeed a j^iotufes^qe view, bnt. ivotfiing yet 
inspires the notion o^ao ejitraoff^inary i^^ii^Jiwe^ 
We anchored above three islands (TVmM^^ oift 
the northern bank, near where it is studded with, 
high rocks. One of these was said to be used for 
the same purposes as the Tarpeian rock of old, 
from which criminals, as, for instance, seducers of 
the wives of the King, are 8ameUiB<9S pred|||;;.. 
(ated. ' '''V/* .", ^ ' 

August 7. In the morning |ire,lQi)nd onrsetTes. 
between Gambia islands. We saw scver^ birds* 
Tlie moantains consist every wbejre of mica-slate. 
These picturesqae islands are verv mii^ visited by 
hippopotami. At noon a gende oreeee ourried os 
a little higher up. The river at Fiddler's Elbow is 
again somewhat more expanded. In its middle 
are some rocks, with scattered trees. The river 
turns northward, and is contracted by the moun- 
tains. These are here somewhat higher up inter- 
sected by narrow valleys. They are all of the 
same mica-slate formation, inclining in all direc- 
tions, but commonly towards the west. The incli- 
nation is at half an angle (qu. 45*"). We observed 
half-a-doaen monkeys, from three to four feet in 
length, on a hill near the southern bank. The 
breese seems to die away as we pass betwera the 
■lowitains. We anchored on the southern bank 
The naUves of Benda begin already to talk of the 
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fall of Tellala» of wUdi, diej fell m, we may hear 
the rolo*. At one time we eooM only eoproftch diie 
cataract by a joumej by land, or by ooiible*boato 
composed ofeaooes, kc. The river is here broad, 
resembling the Scotch laked. 

August 18. I went on shore up a narrow ralley, 
opposite to u?. which, as is usual, forms at its lower 
end a small plain, covered with grass, and higlier 
up a narrow, deep ravine, the side^^ of which arc 
covered with trees. Galwey and myself ascended 
the hill just before us* II comists of aicanilate. 

We had only a confined view of the liTer* the 
prospect being obstructed by the moiintainF;, which 
appeared somewhat higher to tte east The river 
rans in a winding conrse between Aen* They 
form cohnnns rounded at the top with fragments of 
qoartSi which sometimes form Teias and beds in the 
slate. We found here some scattered shrubs of 
Eugenia^ and two or three species of grass. We 
rowed up opposite Congo Binda, which is situated 
at some distance inland, and high upon the platform 
of a i7iountain. We w ent on snore and followed a 
rugged ravine, whose skies consist of a compact 

mica-slate We observed the traces 

and excrements of several kinds of animals ; chiefly, 
however, antelopes ; but we did i»>t get a s^ht of 
any of them. I walked ovier some flatly«roanded 
jnigged hiils, on which only a few shrubs were grow- 
ing. I attempted in vain to get a view of the wia<t« 
ings of the nver as far np as the cataract The 
mountains are of the same form, and are seen to a 
great distance, undulating with sloping decKvitiea, 
aiid frequently intersected hy deep ravines. The 
level parts are luxuriant, but the sides and tops of 
die mountains are naked. I descended the ravine 
throuu;li climbers and shrubby plants, almost all of 
whuih left me in uocertaiiUy as to their genus, and 
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regrettuiff, as masl, our conuDgbere so late in die 
year. I foUowed another ravine^ intersected with 

numerous narrow but deep holes, which generally 
make s the rav ines very difficult to walk in. I met 
Lockliart amidst a thicket, in which were se^ i r il 
lofty trees, but almost all of them were in iruii. — 
We discovered an Jlrum foliis S-naf, dichifnuuy . iIh* 
root of which we afterwards boiled, and ibund lo 
be eatable. We returned in the dark quite loaded. 

During our whole excursion we did not meet with 
any anuouEJ, a few pigeons and small birds except- 
ed, but we saw a great many traces of hippopotami 



Benda, in order to procare some men wno w^ 
acquainted with the country higher up. ffis tie^^ 

count of Benda would seem to prove that the in- 
habitunts have some intercourse with ilie Poitu- 
guese. He was ceremoniously received. 

August 9. We sailed soniowlmt higiier up. F 
passed over to the north side of (lie river. 1 lir \ 
getation is without variety, and the steep hills over- 
grown with ^ass, in which was only found e^rowing 
an Euphorbia. I fired three shots at an alligator. 
In the evening it was resolved that we should go 
to Banza Nokki, the residence of a Tjenu, by the 
war of Condo Sonjo. The north side is generally 
called Benda. 

August JO. Simons was despatched to announce 
the intended visit of the Captain. Early in the 
morning we set out on our joianev . :ind proceeded 
over the hills and across the small }>laiii. ^vliere wc 
had been two days before. The >lale lormation 
here ceases?. The rounded mouiilains on the other 
side rise to a greater height, with projecting clilis 
of a more cubical ibrm. Tlie transition is formed 
by a compact mica-slate with a large proportion of 
feldspar. The • ... of the mica moun- 
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tains ...... perhaps sienite. It is granular 

as i^ranite, and composed of quartz, ieldspar, and a 
third metallic substance. Blocks of rock, which 
we have oflen met with before, were scattered 
about, but they occurred now in greater number, 
and in masses of a cubical form. We passed two 
or three small villages, situated between the moun- 
tains. A spot planted with Pistrngs was seen fKmi 
amidst the palms. A few moments afterwards we 
armed at a rivulet Springs, they tell us, are here 
▼erjr oommon. This circumstance also proves a 
new fonnation of-tbe mountaina These small vil- 
lages and cultivated patches, surrouaded bv moun- 
tains of more grotesque form than those hitherto 
seen, and the luxuriant vegetation, afford us a new 
and beautiful view. The straw liuts have litre 
rounded roofs. At eleven o'clock, after a march of 
six or seven hours, we reached the summit of those 
mountains, which appeared to be the highest within 
our view. On a small plain the ground had been 
cleared and planted with Ficus religiosa. 

Heie is toe market-place of the inhabitants of 
the banza, and close bj is the village of the 
Tjenu. in passing between the huts we obserred' 
poppies, cabbages and other vegetables. Having 
observed the height of the mercury in the baro- 
meter, we found, according to the calculations of 
Leslie, that the elevation was about lASO feet, 
which, generally speaking, may be considered as 
the greatest elevation ol the highebt ridges of 
mountains in these parts. 

The manner in which we were received by the 
Tjenu had more of stateliness, but also more ot 
savage manners, than that in which we were re- 
ceived at Embomma. A silken banging served to 
cover one side of the hut; in which the Tjenu was 
discovered i be was dressed in a red cloak, with a 
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cap on 1m head resemblnig thai of a grei urffcg » 

and adorned with feathers. His two uiiiiisleM 
were on each aiiie oi him^ and seemed to bii 
eunuchs. A little palm-wine was the only refresh- 
ment lie otlered to m. Thr conversation was shorts 
The Captain only wisiu cl to have ftome slides. A 
smile was thr only answer. The ministers ran se- 
TeraJ times to the fence and back again, cry^* 
Big out some words expressive of thekiog't nder-« 
standing as. Tatti, a good*lookiii|^ —ill, the 
fether S[ Sknons^ invited and eotertabed us. Tiw 
temperature of a spring down in a saafi Plata we 
Hound to be 73^* FoU^ring m rugged patn I wakk- 
el down die valley and pnegod orer another ii- 
vulet» 

August 1 1* The intaresliagsceam that now sart* 

round OS demanding a more close examination. 1 
proceeded, in company with Tudor and Lockhart^ 
to the lower end oi the valley, over patches plant- 
ed with cassava, foWowinpj the course of the rivtrlet. 
In our way we met with thickets composed of 
shrnbs and trees, of whic h innny were entirely 
new to us. The women screamed out on seemg 
ns^ hat the taste of our brancty had soon made 
them less shy. Yesterday we were constantly M- 
lowed by a number of people, cfaie% boys. The^ 
said they had never seen white men belore. Wei 
aacended fiooie of the high rooka> but were mdritt 
to dsmb op the hig^iest of them, which k of a co* 
nkal foroL They are ap of the same formatioa* 
We rested ourselves at tl^e source of the riviAet 
Its temperature was 71*». Its coldness is probably 
to be attributed to the t vaporLilioo^ I misscJ 
LockUart, who came down a long while alter 
me. 

August 12. Tlie lorenoon was spent in layino: io 
pionta. The Captain bought a afaif e of thia Mapi* 
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dingo tribe, that is said to live hi^h up inland. 
Their language is somewhat dilTcreiit from that of 
the Congo language. In the afternoon I followed 
the Captain up the fiills towards the point, in order 
to observe the winding course of the river, which 
IB now contracted within a narrower channel, by 
projecting points. The conical jomintain of Yei- 
iala was just before u». A projeeting bank of 
»ckB is seen on both sides the riirer, which is not 
|Ms6able even, .by caniM« The country appears 
''equally barren higher-up^ and not ttkely to enable 
iM to procnira sufficient provisions on a joiumey by 
land^ wiiieh' most now be resolved upon^ nor are 
tony here to be bought Hie populaticfh is scanty.; 
only a few scattered small villages, situated on the 
hills, are discovered amidst some groupes of trees. 
•The natives are not willing to j)art with Ihcir com- 
modities, except at extravagant prices. They 
crowd daily around the vessels with commoditiee 
for sale, but all we have been v\\)\v to ^^i are only a 
few tow some eggs, and a single .^heep. Their 
knowledge of the country is very litnited. They 
arc pretty uniform in asserting that the cataract of 
-Yellala is a considerable one, and that above it the 
river ifi divided. . 

August 1.1. We remained in order to make some 
obeervalkniB with the barometer, the oscillations of 
Clinch nearly correspond with those obeerved- at 
the Canaries. Last ni^t an jsncoaunonly strong 
breeae set in» in the morning w^ made a short 
Mcarston on shore. The Captain ivent in a' boat 
towards the conical hill of Yellala, but he found 
the river here to be impassable. A journey by 
land of four days to Yellaia was therelore resolved 
upon, in order that, after havins examined this 
cataract, we miijht take such fur&er measures as 
should appear to be adviseabie. • ' - • - 
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August 1 4. We set otit to tbe nomber of dNtot 

thirty, and passed across the river to a small sandy 
beach, terminated by sand-hills, on which the liip- 
popotami commonly dwell when on shore. A steep 
ascent led to a village. Havin*:; rained the plat- 
form, we foiHid the declivity on tlir other side pre- 
cipitous, tmt no trace oC naica slate in the forma- 
tion. ------- - Tho moTintains here 

consist of compact feldspar, and resemble those 
at Nokki. On reaching the h^h land, tbe coun- 
try assumed itd usual appearance, whi<^ resembles 
very muich that of old orchards, composed of stnnt- 
ed Aimonas, and three other sorts of trees. Hav* 
ing soon after leaiAed tbe hill on wfaidi the bansa 
stands, and passed through the lofty palms and 
Adansonias in which the YiUage is baneo, a view of 
the river opened all at once upon us, and we dis- 
covered the celebrated fall of Yellala, at a dis- 
tance of about a raile and a hah', l^ut how much 
were we disappointed in our expertallons on see- 
ing a pond of water ordj, with a ^niall f all of a few 
hundred yards ! We descended the steep barren 
hill, and arrived at tlie fall. The rocks on both 
tildes of the ri»^er were precipitous. The mica 
slate is slightly undulating, and abounds with veins 
of auartz and compact feldspar* This formatioa 
of the rocks may possibly have very much weak- 
ened the force oi the waters of the river. The 
inclination is half an angle (qu. 45*") in the same 
direction as the course of the water, and the de- 
ijivities are opposite to it I descended. some of 
these declivities to the depth where they are wash- 
ed by the water of the river in the rainy season, 
and iound a greal niiniher of rounded excavations. 
In the middle of the fall is an islet at tlie distance 
of about a short stone-throw from the shore. The 
river above Yellala wiucb between two prelecting 
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pointsin a northerly direotkm. On both sides the 
river, rocky bilb, intersected bj ravines, are visi- 
ble to the distance of two nules. They are all 
. lower than the high {datform of the hills on both 
sides ; that on the west conlbues quite flat as far 
as the horizon. Yellala may in fact be considered 
as placed in the line of the greatest elevation of 
the mountains. Towards the east the country is 
more broken, and in some places may be called 
mountainous, but the mountsdns are scarcely any 
where so high as at Nokki. The summit consists 
throughout of a hardened clay. 

In the evening we made a visit to the Tjenu, who 
is a plain good-natured man, who expressed his 
satisfaction on seeing a few ^dlons of brandy, for 
which in return he presentea us with some Ipwls. 
ScajTcely any information can be drawn from the 
»^ natives of the state of the coontry higher up the 
river, A slave-merchant affirmed that he made a 
journey of a month on the eastern bank, and found 
the river, a^ he proceeded, expanding as wide as 
it is at Shark^s Point The eastern side of it, he 
told us, was more populous and civilized, than the 
western side, which they pretend they do not v en- 
ture to visit, for fear of the savage disposition of 
the bushmen on that side. Some even asserted 
that the people on that side are cannibals. Our 
tent was pitched in the evening at the end of the 
village, from whicli we have a view of Yellala. 
.Below is a valley covered with wood, in which runs 
. a small stream of water, supplying the inhabitants 
with that article. We made a circuitous route over 
. the elevated plain, in order to come upon the river 
higher upw We passed Gongola, winch is the 
sidence of another Tjenii; but both are subject to 
.the Susom Congo, the province to the northward 
on the northwc^ aide ot the river. The south side 
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U cftlM Kokoki Congo. Ooogohi (Coneoberik^C 
the charts?) it eaM to he the last regidar villapeiih<y. 
the donrfnibiiB of Congo. After a umg maren oa 

the summit we directed our course towards the 
river, following the common path down to its banks, 
where two small canoee, which are the onlj ones 
close above Yellala, are used as a fcrrv for cross- 
ing the river. Notwithstanding the repeated re- 
monstrances the Captain made to the guides that 
they should conduct us straight forwards* up the 
river, we found that we had advanced a few miles 
onlj above the fall of Yellala. At noon we halted. 
We made an excursion 00 the hills near the rif'eVv 
the banks of whieh now consisted of a white eaad. 
The river above die cataract isfiiH of rocks. 
letomed towards a viUage, where, out of hnmoar 
with our gufidesy we took a more direct wa>'^lliiW|li 
the grass. In die evening we were obliged to halt 
on a hflF covered with grass. A small valley, with 
a rivulc^t winding its course through it, was seen 
below. The rivulet is said to be visited every 
morning by buffaloes and antelopes, of which some 
had been seen at noon. When near the villages 
we were constantly followed by a crowd of negjroes, . 
particularly women, who came out to en^oy the 
sight of white men, which was perfee^^^ new to 
them. Though more shy, thev firppea^ to mtib- 
be more goM-natured than those we had seen 
hefore. 

August 16. We went across the vaUej and the 
hilk on the other ttde, (which were last night ilia- 
ninated by fires,) and arrived at die village Mon- 
p. Having here procured guides who were bet- 
ter acquainted with the country, we proceeded on 
our journey over the hills. Between them are 
small plains with a luxuriant vegetation of trees. 
Towards the north, the country (which is already 
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ffftUed Mayaroba coontfj), i* more \ert\ and mor^ 
woodj. ElephaQtB are reported to be sleiitifU 
hm^ A wild boar ru^d forth In A taliej, and 
tfaeogh it bcohe through the whole Ikie^ ibe saiksai 
btm (heir butty and watii of diHU all fi^ otinmi* 
iJafoitauatdgr I bamened lo beieaftewhal brthitidj 
and consequently had not the yl caai a rc of 9l«iliKit» 
We continued our route over the steep hills, foI« 
lowii^ tbe course of th« rirert which is here betit 
into the form of (lie arc of a scgillent of a Crfcle. 
At a short dislance above the bend, and on this 
ftide of the river, is situated the village Jonga 
(Inga), which is the first village inhabited by bush- 
men. From the hills we had a distinct view of 
the river running again northwards to a considera- 
ble distance. I went down to the steep banks of 
the river. Thickets of shrubs and rocks of slate 
that are scattered about in the water, give to the 
line of the river a beautiful appearance. A young 
alligator was basking himself in the son. I fired at 
faim with small shot without success. The river 
here is full of rapids and rocks. It is however 
navigablcy though not without great difficulty, and 
no canoes are to be had ; and as it would take too 
much time to cariy canoes over-land by the way 
of Kollu, the plan of the captain to make double- 
boats of them must therefore be given up. A jour- 
ney by land over Jonga was resolved upon. We 
may reach it, we are informed, in a tlay, by pro- 
ceeding from Kullu over the hig^h plain. We re- 
turned m the evening by the sliorlest way to Kullu, 
where we did not arrive until late. Mr. Tudor and 
several men, who were already quite exhausted 
by tatigue, were sent back. Next morning Tudor 
was attacked by a violent fever. Unfortunately 
the greatest number appear to be men quite unfit 



1 



Digitized by Google 



33|S PRESSOR SMITH'S iOUENAI*. 

for a long march. The few maiioes we liave ue 
of the veteran battalion.* . . . 

August 17. The sick were sent before our de> 

Sirture early in the morning. We made a visit to 
e Tjenu, who promised to send at nom tweiitf. 
men to cany their bag|;age back again by the 
shortest waj down Ihe nver. 

* Thereis M Buck Inttelian ; the oideit HMOiie wnml 40, 
and dl were etont health jTohmteen. £d. 
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SECTION IV. 

4 

Fxom Kottu to. the Extmmtj of t^e Journey. 

August 20. The boat which hi^ been stationed 

at Nokki went down to the Congo sloop. We ac- 
conipauH (1 the Captain. Two days before he had 
dej?[>atched Ilawkoy and Tudor, willi most of the 
people and part oi liic baggage carried by black 
men, who now met us on their return in order to 
fetch the remainder. Our whole numbr r was 
about thirty, but of whom there were but iew tit 
for a long journey. After having reached the sum- 
mits of the hills aloD^ the river side, and passed 
by a village, Tudor, m company with Lockhart, 
turned somewhat to the left through a small beau- 
tiful Talley» where I found at l^t a Myricmthm in 
flower^ and anew dried fruit, rassing by Arebe, 
And descending a steep hill, we reached KuUu at 
four o^clock. ui the evening we paid a visit to the 
Chenoo. Here we received some farther infbrma* 
tion about the country ; but the men who are to 
carry our baggage are so expensive, that they will 
soon have exhausted our whole stock. A depot is 
to be left here in KuUu. The views of the coun- 
try are very limited. 

August 21. In the mornino; T went to tfie other 
end of Vellala. The rocks here present a new 
structure, being mixed with quartz, and bearing 
some resemblance to sienite. A shrub with black 
fruit, w hich I bad seen a long time before, was 
found to he\on^ io Petikmdriatrigynia : and a tree, 
the fruit of which was sweetish and of a blackish 
colour, I discovered to be of Hexandrin monos:ynu$. 

32 
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Observations on the barometer #ere made duinr 
the day. In the evening I went down into a siaafi 

valley on the other side, where I found a lofty tree 

of an uncertain genus, which I had seen before in 
the swamps. A - - - - - was seen at the village^ 
' witii brilliant flowers and an Jlpoci/num {Akeim^e- 
wttmba). 

On the 20th, the thermometer in themornino; at 
nine o'clock was at 7.1° ; at two o'clock it had ri<en 
to 83^' and at five P. M. it w as 73°. On the 21st at 
ninp A. M. it was 71% at two P. M. 81% and at five 
P. M. 78^ A young Jdansoma thirtjr^t bigh,Aiid 
balf a foot thick, was found by its annual rireles, as 
*well as by its branches, to be thirteen y eani of age ; 
which would seem to prove the opinion, groimd* 
ed on its very great size, of its long lUfe, to be er- 
roneous; and indeed this might already have bei» 
inferred from its Bpons;y and soeculent texture. 

August 22. Alter liaving, with much difficulty^ 
ijjot some men to carry the baggage, we set out lor 
inga, leaving Fitzmaurico and Hawkey behind, 
and proceeded almost by the same way as on our 
former journey over Gongala to Mansi, across a 
valley covered wl(/i wood and well watered. 

Sangala woo is a kind ot reed (perliap:3 an 
,^momum) which is always kept fresh in the house. 
In time of war it is rolled between the hands in 
invoking the war fetish. They chew it and spit it 
out on t!)eir enemies. M azenga are fetishes used 
for the discovei^ of robberies* They are covered 
with ... . . , . . We proceeded over 
rugged hills and small ravines tnickly covered 
With wood in a direction somewhat more to the 
north than on our former journey. We had been 
told that we would not find aiij water until wo 
reaelicd Inc:a. We found ourselves all at once in 
a deep raviac about 120 feet in breadth, the hot- 
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ion which was lefel with holes ; and confiisteft 
cf aand and mica-slate. We found plenty of wa- 
ter A dark tbieket of trees, whicD) as usual in 
WFines, grow upright to an extraordinary belgbtt 
fme to this spot a picturesque appearance. As 
the day was declining the Captain was prevailed 
on ta pitch his tent there. A number of plants 
were found, among which a Hiliea hexandra^ iubo 
soroU, longiss. d^kxo^ and three species of ferns. 
The monkeys were seen coming down the hills, 
and we heard the noise of buffkloes, mingled with 
some singular cries of birds issiiij^ from among the 
idark thickets. 

August 23. We continued our route, passiuff 
orer high and more woody bills and layines, round 
Ibe beiwl eif the river» wnere it again winded its 
eouime towiirds.tbe east We had a view of a fait 
4Jiat was nearly opposite to Inga, and appeared to 
be higher than that 0/ Tellala* We maae our en<> 
try into the banea of Inga about noon. It is situ- 
ated on a high plain, and, as usual, surrounded 
with palms and Adansoniae. It was with difficulty 
•we could procure a guide, by alternately using 
menaces and entreaties. The Chenoo had fi^i\ en 
his permission, but the Macages seemed to inter- 
fere, and appeared to be jealous of our intercourse 
with the neighbouring^ nations, whom they were 
anxious to describe to us as being exceedingly evil 
.disposed. We were obliged to remain here aU 
day, and meanwhile made a tour round the village. 
Tiie tree Safu* grew here in abundance, VcaL 
3f«taJL 6^awfr. c f^md. ^-akun.-fnonogm* The 
fruit, whidi was not jet ripe» is valued very 
highly. 

* Is adetadied aote in pencil : Safo. fact sdnl. nigre tia- 
(KiiIlQ>M'|doQdo.) 
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August 24* * A stranger had undertaken to serve 

as guide. The greatest part of the bas^gage was 
left behind. We proctMMlcd eastwards parallel 
willi the river, and iulo a loiiir vallev called Vimba 
Macoiigo, which we found tolerably even in tra- 
versing. We then passed by the conical mountain 
Sansa Madnngu Mongo. which had loni^ Ikm^ii 
within our view. Thougfi tfie romposition ot the 
rock is very mixed, it is, however, probably no- 
thing else but mica-slate. We arrived at the vil- 
lages' of Condoalla and Kincaya. Ttie horns of a 
large antelope were seen, i fired at a small spe- 
cies of this genus. W^o proceeded further through 
a valley eovered with ant*bilfe, bearing a reseoi- 
blance to a fungus. After a march of eight or ten 
miles we were again m the* yicinity of the ri^r, 
whose waters here moved gently along. We ob- 
served on the opposite "side a large canoe at no 

great distance We encamped 

on an agreeable spol near the river, surrounded by 
green banks and trees. Several new plants oc- 
curred. 

A Chenoo, who appearrd much more polite 
than the people of Inga, paid us a visit, and was 
presented by the Captain witli an umbrella and 
gome other articles. Several others came after- 
wards, particularly on the following morning; but 
our want of the all-powerful maiava (presents) 
gave great dissatisfaction. They promised, how- 
ever, to assist the Captain in purchasing canoes. 

August 25. The great number of traces observ- 
ed all along the river, induced me to go very early 
oil an excursion to a sandy beach of the river, situ- 
ated somewhat higher up at the end of a level ra- 
vine. Recent traces ut bulLMors, antelopes, and 
turtles were seen, but no living aiiiniids, ex( ( [)f (wo 
large wild ducks. We were much incommoded by 
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numbers of people from the oppoelto shore and from 
Kallu* Some of them, however, informed us, that 
the river higher up forms a great sandy island, and 
that it divides into several branches across low 
Bwampjr lands. From this place set out on our 
journey back again over Kiricaya and CondoaHa to 
fnga, where we arrived in the at'lernoon. hi the 
meantime I visited a ravine, and got a magnificent 
view of no less than four rapids, of which Sanga 
Jalala (Sangalla), situated above the otiiers, and 
not far from om last ene?impinent, appeared to he 
the most considerable of the whole of the falls, the 
number oi' which probably amounts to six. 

August 26. ' Hawkey was despatched with four- 
teen negroes and some of our men to Kullu to fetch 
the baggage. We accompanied the Captain through 
the valley of Dimba to Kincaya, with a view of buy- 
ing canoes, but did not find the owners at home.— 
The inhabitants appeared to be of a benevolent dis- 
]>ositiott. At noon we arrived at Condoalia, majes- 
tically situated in a loAy wood, and surrounded by 

plantations cf Pisang. The tree foliis ter^ 

mimtL pennaU grew here in abundance. Its fruit was 
not yet ripe. I observed llovver-l)uds oi ihc ^.iinib 
Krkinophora^ which we saw in the district of Kulhi. 
In retnrrnns^, 1 ascended the top of tlie high Ma- 
dim^i^o iMon^o. The rock in the valley consists 
chielly of mica-slate, stretching as usual towards 
W.E., and inclining under an angle of forty-tive de- 
grees towards N. Undermort in the valley, the 
illate is thickly mixed with a granular ieldspar and 
hornblende. The top part consists of a very loose 
mica. The mountain here inchned gently in a long- 
extended slope. Its opposite side was covered 
with wood, which was now on fire. I had a full 
view of the whole valley, which from my station 
appeared very flat. The river was seen behind in 
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its whole course, forming several larger islands iu 
the line oi inga and my station. The country be- 
hind rises into a platform of unilbrra elevation with 
the plain on which inga is situated. The summits 
of the hills are somewhat higher in the back* 
moiid. Farther still, at the extremity of the wiewf 
me river miw powid an emiaeaoef biit afterwarda 
ptibahhr toniB somewhat more to the northward, 
wbete tne Goiintiy u fKHwiderabb lower. Noeoii* 
Hence appeared more ekvaled twi IheiiniMniitBef 
tfie bilk iHHttided hy the boriBoa The geneial 
direetien of the Talleye and the plaiiia ia nearilj N. 
and S. I climbed up a lofly tree bearing fruity some 
of which I had previously brought down with my 
musket I shot some pigeons; and being induced 
to pursue a flock ol large crested toucans, I did not 
reach Inga till it was quite d:irk. where they had 
been in some uneasiness about me. 

Last night, when encamping in tlie open air near 
die river, we had the first shower of rain since our 
arrival in Africa* The negroes on seeing the new 
aoon expreesed great joy, because doriiig the next 
moon there would be abundant showers of rain» 
and the time would then be arrived for planting^ 
their grain. The riTer would then also begin (o 
swell, and in two months the rauir season, properly 
so called, would be set in. Leckhart htA made it 
(our to the river, where he had fiMiod another Em- 
^kndron^ and an Etq^koMa ten fe^ high. CoMnMt 
3-ang. gpinis marginalib, binis^ ovaUbus crassis^ petaks 
oblongo-pdtatis. 

August 27. Kawkey returned froni liis journey 
already before noon, having proceeded beyond 
Maiisaja, where he had found the fruit of a singular 
water-plant, rakare lontro. Accompanied by Gral- 
wey, 1 descended into a deep ravine, situated N. E. 
kook the village. The plants grew here thicker 
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ttian we had dbserved in any place before, Imt tlw 
greater iwinber of them bore only leares. We dow 
ascended a hill, which afforded oa a view of four ef 
the iEiUs. That part of the river, where they oe* 
ear, b contracted between loqky hills, fenning 
nettdy a cbntwied Une of rapids. Sanea Jalafat is 
the ap^rmost 6il bat one, and the hienest The 
lowest is under the villap^ of In^ a nttle before 
the river turns towards the soulL, and the fall of 
Yellala begins at the last luriiiiig of the river to- 
%vard8 the general direction, or southeast. The 
length of the rapids is perhaps twentj miles, in 
the evening I went in company with Tiockhart to 
the ravine situated northward, where i iotuui the 
superb tree Musanga in flower. 

August 26. Captain Tuckey and Galwey TfTO^ 
ceeded through the vaUey to Sangala, the upper* 
most rapid, in order to aaoertain whether eanoea 
might pass over it. Accompanied by Lockhart^ I 
desoeMed the hill, in order to cat down the Mo<- 
aai^ tree, round the top of which several climb- 
ers, JMwamifi and a singular species of jSggregatm 
Were twisted. The flowers were withered. A nan 
* died in the village. Gangam Kissey was busy ail 
day, in order to discover the cause of his death, and 
found out at last that he had been poisoned hj 
three men, among whom was the Macaya . . 

, ' Macaf^sf) is a 

nut cfiewed hy great people only. It is rather bit- 
ter, and perhaps is the Cola nut. Casa is a pur- 
gative legumen. Jandu, a Dioscona growing wild. 
Its root is used for food, but it has a bitter taste, 
even after having^ been boiled a whole day. 

Aiigust 20; Captain Tuckey retamed in the 
evening after a long and (atiguing tour. Above 
Sangals occurs another &11, but beyond this the 
rtrer is said to run quietly, and that canoes with 
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two pair of double oars nve to hp found there. A 
number of R»!telopes luid made ilieir appenrancc. 
A village iiad beeu de&erted from iear of vengeaiice 
ibr a crime committed in a ueigbbpuring territoiy. 

August 30. Hawkey was ordered to go to 
Wailu to hire canoeB, by means of whicb it- was io- 
tended to endeavour to convey the ba|;gage up Sai^ 
nia. 1 accompanied him on this joumey. . We 
foUowed the'osual way throu|^ tfae leatt^y oi Dimba 
and its villages. From tb^ eminence overiookiog 
the valley, we observed a herd of antelopes^ On 
our arrival at Wallu, we were informed that there 
was bul one siiii^le caiioe at the Iciij , aiid that it 
was used cliielly on market <lnys. 

August 31. Before daj l>i ( ;ik ilawkey and I &et 
out for tbe f^mall sandy creek. Here we again 
fared nt ^uiue of tbe lari^e wild ducks, and ob- 
served recent traces of iiippopotanii. On ascend- 
ing Home bills we saw several Hocks of Guinear- 
ibwla^ of >vhich we shot one» and when engaged i|i 
the pursuit of these birds, we came in sight of bwc 
antelopes, two of which were of a blackish coloar 
on the back, tlie rest of the body brown,with laiye 
spiral horns. We met with but few new planla. t 

Sept. 1. Lockhart this day discoverod 4he fe» * 
male tree of Musan^ Another tree which had 
been seen witli fruit a long time before was now 
found with flowers. The bark and leaves ol ihc 
Catfu u r{\ whicfi (he Gangam Kissev laade use of 
as an ordeai. uere iii ouiilil ii> u^. ''Pbey are said 
to be poisonous. Of souie climhcrs 1 got only un- 
perfect specim* n , 

Sept. 2. V\ e set out for our final tour in com- 
pany witb tbe Captain and Hawkey; Fit^sinanrice 
was ordered to go back to tlie ships; Hodtler was 
sent up to Inga, and Galwey was carried back 
again sick. Accompanied by tn elre mea» and tbe 
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negroes carrying our baggage, we proceeded by 
way of Wallo and along the valley under the foot 
of the hills/ Some antelopes were seen. We 
hahed at a rivulet called LuUu, where 1 found a 
fiingle specimen of an Angiosptmia and an Euphor^ 
hiacea. Our way went over rugged hills till we* 
approached the high land towards die evening; 
we then crossed some rivulets, near the last of 
wiiich was a Inxn riant growth of trees and tfiick 
grass. A Ckrodendrum was found here, but 1 iost 
the flowers. 

Sept. 3. We passed over the hii(h mountain at 
AJangoama Comma, where I found a Limodorum,' 
At noon near a rivulet was found a Labiaia kerbacea, 
a parasite plant like Loranthus; and in the rivulet 

of Lullu, a fnitescent OxalU^ JlniUHsma^. 

and Polifpodium pteroides^ in small ravines. 

The slate inclined this day more towards the 
west, and the hills were better covered ' with wood, 
and distinguished by many new villages. The 
higher parts were covered with a red clay. Vrom 
Mangoama Comma a view opened over the upper 
part of the river, which is expanding itself over the 
surface of a couiitry of less elevation. Near the 
upper Sansrala is a narrow passao^e through the 
mountain, down which the river precipitates itself 
within a vrry contracted channel. For the first 
time I ohserved m tlie ravine here the transition to 
clay-slate, of wliich tiie hills arc formed, fts incli- 
nation is uncertain, but generally towards the 
north. When on the height of the banza Bomba 
Yaoga, we were met by a party of slave-merchants. 
From thence we directed our way more towards the 
river, and proceeded over some smaller hills till 
we reached Condo Janga in the evening; the 
view above being oninterrupted over an open and 
flat country. The river had now the appearance 
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of one of our northern lakes j its banks were cover- 
ed Willi wood, and in some parts of it were rocks 
rising out oi the stirface in the form of a horse-shoe. 
Canoes again made their appearance, and renew- 
ed our hopes. We were at the beginning of a 
country evideatlj ci^ble of an extefiaiTe eultif^- 
tion^ with a fine navigable river, mik abuadnce 
of provisions for sale, and with an increased popu- 
lation. The erenin^ was «pent in hunting alter 
the hippopotami, which snorted close bj us at the 
point of the bay ; and thej were so numerous, that 
we could not say it was tfaeiriauUif thedMse was 
unsuccessful. 

Sept, 4. Our tour to-day was more agreeable 
than any we had made for a long time. Alter hav* 
iug crossed the bay in canoes, we walked along the 
level banks of the river. A delay however was 
occasioned b) a quarrel with the carriers. Iq pas- 
sing through two or three villages we were follow- 
ed by a number of people attracted by curiosity* 
We proceeded over the bend of the river, whkh, 
higher up, again runs in a northerly direction. In 
the formation of the rocks4iiay*8late is still prodo* 
minatiog. The fiveMide was in some jriaces co- 
vered with less daty day of a reddisn colom', 
which higher up alternated with a compact blue, 
sometimes horny limestone^ We pitdied portent 
atnoon. 

Our parlj begins asain to be somewhat dispirited^ 
and it is whispered that we shall return in about 
two days more, at a time when every thing seems 
to inspire fresh hopes. Many new plants were 
collected here, and two singular species ol uu- 
kiiuwn lislics. We saw also a great mai^ striped 
skins of a small species of antelope. 

Sept. 5. 1 made an excursion along the rugged 
banks of the river, which now form small sandy 
beaches between projecting rocks of clayHslate* 
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with three or four alternating beds of the above* 
mentioiied blue compact limestone. 1 ntode hit 
way over two lannes tbtekly covered with woo^ 
and shot some pigeons, whicb flocked idl around 
isk great numbera. I saw also some partridges, a 
speeies of the strandpiper, a vuUnre, wUdii fired 
at» and a corvos. Of plants I saw a Fmm; a Frm^ 
Ux diMcaf, Mlfh ^-partiio jrfswo f o; a FnOBx apimmm 
MiUtj gyngemm poly gam m mmwrim^ fior. eapihUf 
a Mdhmba wkh young fruit, tmmmbm in puJpa m* 

We proceeded across the plain up to the foot of 
a fine hill, that limits it towards the west. An ex- 
cellent view of the course of the river here pre- 
seiiied itself, compreh^ditig its long course east- 
ward from Ceodo in^R. which we had partly pass- 
ed, with its ... . small rocks, and the whole plain 
covered witli scattered groupes of palms. Higher 
op the river was seen turning northward round a 
point, above which the village Kabinda situated 
alike foot of the eminences. The northerly very 
expanded reaches of the river soon ceasesi and the 
river turns anin in asoulberiy direelkMi, winding 
between smaU poinia, and disappearing belund Ilia 
hills to the & E.* in wfaidi direction it seems to 
continue. 

The country towards the north and northeast is 

somewhat precipitous, with hills ofunequfil height, 
but on the south side and southeast side it is more 
level. No very considerable mountain has as yet 
been discovered in the back ground. It is only 
along the river that trees are growing. The width 
of its expanded smooth surface is generally about 
one* English mile, it is here extremely beantifiil, 

* Dr. Smith is very 1oo«e nn(? v^io^iie in nl) bt« descriptioos and 

atatements, that fall not within the sphere of Botanj. Captain 
Tuckcy makes the width of th« &iv«r here from thre« to four 
EogUah miles. 
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ftiidif the hills were covered wiih wood, it would 
be another Raiistiord.* A number of spectators 
came down from the village. I <lescended quickly, 
but lound no bargain made. Tlie inhabitants had 
danced a San^a. A gentleman promised us a ca- 
noe next morning. The dark long sky, which about 
a month ago at tbe horizon was abMOWQ to us as 
sigDof the approach of the rainy season, appeareil 
in tbe evening at the nodrthside of the riven ThiB 
night was moonlight . 

Sept 6. Having at last succeeded in hiring tw0 
canoes, the baggage was carried by them alon^ 
the shore, while we proceeded by land throng^ 
two villages over the plain and down to the river at 
the upper end of the rockr^, whicli are disposed 
like a horse-shoe. At this latter place the canoes 
were dragged o\er two rapids. Ir our hippopotami 
were seen here, at u hichl tired several &liots, and 
hit one of them in the head, when lie started up 
and disappeared. We proci'cdtMl round die 
into the hny of Koliomga, and beliind tiie iirsl long 
rock, which was tbund to consist of crystallized 
liinest<»ie, ot^ which perhaps the narrow to^ague 
of land is also composed. 

At the bottom of the bay is a small lake, into 
which the water flowed through a creek* which 
perhaps indicated the risin^r of the river, its shores 
were all around covered with pamcmn. An aUi|^ 
tor was swimming in the lake, and another before 
the month. Traces of hippopotami were seen 
every, where. Shoals of fish abounded in the small 
creeks. A Ilania/oinfs and several other birds were 
Boen, All thisga\ ( to ihat spot a romantic appear- 
ance. Having crossed the projectiiig tongue of 
land situated under Kavinda, we pitched our imi 

* A firth in Norway, or a large t>a^. 
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under the hills in the sandy cove opposite the long- 
est point; and here it was e\ l<]ent Iroui the strand 
plaiitn \s inch projected into the water, that the 
river had risen from six to eight inches. The tem- 
perature was as low as 13^; observations were 
made morning and evcniiig. An alligator was 
swimming about all night near the Bliore, and cqdp 
.trived to carry off the only goat we had left re* 
naiDiog. I found here again the beautiful 7Wran- 
dirMh earoUaJtibiuhiay /oUi$ mnU^tUSf wbieh I had 
ieenat Masapaya. 

Sept 7. A third canoe was biied tc^dajf aad 
^all embarked. Projecting into the bay are pioto^ 
fesqne rocks, consisting of subverted alternating 
l>eds of clay and limestone. 

Near some rocky islands, a number of small 
Charadrii were seen. Beiiiiid these rocks, a little 
lii(rlui up, the river is again SOI new 1 Jill (ontraclod, 
an< l we wore told that our people would not be able 
to pass in canoes. One of them w as in fact upsct^ 
and broken by carelessness, whicii accident occa- 
sioned a long delay. At last we got over to the 
other side of the river, and landed in a beautiful 
sandy cove, at the opening of a creek, behind a 
lon^ projecting point. It is called Sandi'^ndi. 
An lomtense niimber of hippopotami were sees here. 
In the evening a munber of alUgpitors were also 
seen* 

Sept B. Our bunting excorsioas kst nigbt and 
this morning were equally imsiieeessfu]. I fired at 

some hippopotami. A young Almteia was brouglit 
to us by the negroes. Some porters or coolies were 
again Lired to can y the baggage over-land. We 
* proceeded up the inils till we readied the hii^li land, 
which is here rather level, the soil consisting of 
clay. The clay-slate formation still continues. 
This side seems to be more populous than the 
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other. After passing throut^h three or four villages 
we again approached the riv er, which is here more 
than naif a Uauigh mile in breadth. The shore is 
flat and sand)', with several varieties of limestone. 
We had now arrived at the end of the soathern 
reach of the river, which again took a northeaster- 
If direction, in consequence ol a chain of undula- 
ting raountaina being situated in thai direclioi). 
The country on the north or east side i^pean now 
fladj inclining. Towards the northeast are cores 
teminatied by lai^ sand-baaks. We leneivtd our 
chise after tne hippopotamL 

Sept 9. We proceeded round the creeks kito 
wfaich al the nnper end a brge rivulet emptied it- 
self, and over tne first hills, when we found two vil- 
lages. From the summit we had a view of the 
windings of the river, which, turning round the 
hills, takes a large sweep to the eastward, after 
which, according to the accounts given by the in- 
habitants, it runs to the southward. The ridge of 
hills consist of clay-slate. The bigtest that were 
seen running east and west 

[jli ihis pbc^ tly^ imud their backs amihe River^ l» 
ike ^reai amoyance^ or lAs Ganfaisr ikUeg^ of Dr. 
Smiflhi whohmtmome so nmA mwtpiured wiA At 
impmed appearance of ih§ Cmmkffi and Iks maenifi" 
mmsof th$ Ripsr^AmiiwaswUkAis fam^imxAg 
h$wasprmHmbdm$^rBimnf fmir dags afkr ms m 
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A CONCISE VIEW ^OiBCmmtryahr^the Lmeof 
ihk Zaire^ — its JSTatural History and inhabitants^ — 
collected Jrom the preceding JYarrativcs^ and from th£ 
Obaermiions of the JS'aiuraUsts mid Officers empioi^ed 
on the Expedition, 



RjYsiu-4f9 froqi the lamentable aod almost 
unaccountable mortality which brought to an.uii- 
timely termination thia ill-fated ei^^ition, the 

grand problem respecting the identity of the Niger 
and the Zaire still remaiiib to be solved ; we have 
at least, by means o( it, acquired a more certain 
and distinct knowledge oi the direction and mag- 
nitude of the latter river, in its passage through the 
kingdom of Congo, as well as a more extended and 
correct notion oi the nature of the eountry, of it* 
inhabitants and productions, than had hitherto 
been supplied in the accounts (and they are the 
onhr ones) of the early Catholic missionaries. 

It now appears, that althoujgh this great river, 
which haa been named promiscuously the Congo, 
the Zaire, and. the fiarbela (but which oughts as 
Captein Tuctejr learned, to be called Mtneuxi En^ 
zaddh the Great River,^ or, the river that ab- 
sorbs all other rivers^^), &lls short, in some re- 
spects, of the magnificent character given to the 
lower part of its course ; yet in others, it has been 
much underrated. Its great velocity, for instance^ 
its perpetual state of being flooded, and its effec- 
tual resistance of the tide, are exaggerations : but 
in regard to its depth at the point of junction w ilk 
the sea, it was found to exceed the higiiest estimate 
which had been given to it. In Maxwell's chart, 
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which is the only one published deserving of notice, 
the soundings near to the mouth, and for a consitle- 
rable distance upwards, are marked down at 100 
lathoms; and the rate of the current at five, six^ 
and even seven knots an hour. Captain Tuckej, 
ndhenin the transport, says that they could get no 
bottom with 150 lathoms of line out; and Mr. Flts- 
maurice was equally unsuccessfid in the Congo 
sloop with a line of 160 &thonis. These attem]^ 
however are no proofs of the river beinfi;' actually 
that depth, as the loosr line lloats away w ith the 
current: biit Massey*b bounding; mncliine, vvljich is 
JK) contrived by being thrown overboard, and un- 
connected entirely witb the drill of the stiip, as not 
to be influenced by it, indicated by its index, when 
hauled up, a descent to tlie deptli of 113 fathoms; 
at which depth, the lead attached to it had not 
touched the ground ; and it was obsenred, that al- 
though the current made a rippling noise, some- 
what resembling that of a mill-siuice, yet, on trial, 
it was seldom found to exceed finir and a half,or five 
knots an hour, and in many places not more than 
two and a *hat£ It was however sufficiently strong 
in many parts of the channel to prevent the trans- 
port from entering the river for five days ; and it 
was not until the sixth that, by taking the ad\ an- 
tage of a strong sea-breeze, which sets in regular- 
ly with more or less strensrth every al'ternoon, she 
was enabled, by ereepino close to the shore, to 
stem the curivMit. whicli is there less strofi*{ than in 
the middle, where the water is deepe^^t. The cur- 
rent hovve> cr in the ii/id-stream ninst have been 
greater than it is generaily stated; as it is admitted 
by the surveyor, that, with every desire to com- 
plete the survey of the river iu all its parts, he found 
it impossible, even with the aid of Massey^s ma- 
chine, to get the soundhags in the mid-chanuei. 
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though the river was, at that tirae, in its lowest stale. 
MaxweU's chart was fomd to be hicorrect in many 
Inspects, eitpecially as to distances, which are 
ffeneraliy too great. With regard to the flo t islands 
wimed by alhtrial earth, and overgrown with the 
mangrove and the pa^yms, constant changes aor^ 
taking place, some gradaally forming imd in^rea*' 
ing in sise, while others are wholly or partially 
swept by the-cnnent into the ocean. 

The mistaken notion, wiiidi seems to have origi« 
nated with the Portuguese, that the tide could 
make no impression on the current of* the i^aire, 
is but partially true ; this mistake is now corrected 
by frequent observations of the tide forcini; the 
reflux of the stream very perceptibly as h'm^h up as 
the commencement ofthc narrows at Sondie, where 
the rise and tail amounted Irom twelve to sixteen 
inches : but though it caused the water to be 
dammed up, and a counter-current on one or both 
sides, yet, strictly speaking, the oirrent in the mid* 
die of the river was never overcome by the tide. 

The distance at which the narrows commence it 
about 140 English miles firom the month of the 
river at Point radron, and they continue as fiur as 
In^a, or forty miles nearly ; the width of the river 
being generally not more than from three to five 
hundred yards, throughout that extent, and in most 
parts bristled with rocks. The banin, between 
which the water is thus hemmed in, are, for the 
whole ot tliis distance, every where precipitous, 
and composed entirely of masses of slate; which, 
in several y)laces, run in ledges across from one 
bank to the other, forminir rapids or cataracts, 
which the natives distiiigui^h by the name ui V el- 
lala. The lowest and llie most formidable of tficse 
barriers was found to be a descending bed of mica 
slate, whose ML was about thirty feet perpendicu- 

34 



550 GENERAL OBSEI^VATIONS. 

lar in a slope of 300 yards. Though in this low- 
state oi tilt river it was scarcely deserving the 
name of a cataract, it was stated by the natives to 
make a tremendous noise in the rainy season, and 
to throw into the air large volumes of white foam. 
Even now the lu iiii and spray at the bottom are 
said to have mouiited eighteen or twenty leet into 
the air. 

On visiting this Yellala^ Capt Tuckey, Professor 
Smith, and Mr* Fitzmaorice were not a little sar^ 
prised to observe, liow small a quantity of water 
passed over this cootracted part m the river, com- 
pared with the immense vohime which roHed into 
the ocean throu^ the deep fuiinel*Bhaped mouth; 
the more so, as thej had previously ascertained, 
in their progress upwards, tliat not a siugle triba- 
tary stream of water, sufficient to turn a mill, fell 
inio the river on either side, between the moutJj 
and the cataract; and they concluded, that the 
only satisfactory explanation of this remarkable 
difierence in the quantity, was the supposition that 
a very consider«ibh^ mass of water must find its 
way through subterraneous passages, under the 
slate rocks ; disappearing prolutbly where the river 
first enters these schistose mountains, and forms 
the narrows, and rising again a little below their 
termination, at Point Sondie, where the channel 
begins to widen, and from whence to Lemboo Point, 
a.McceBsioii of tornados and whirlpools were ob- 
served to disturb the regular current of the river. 
These whirlpools are described, both by Captain 
Tuckey and Mr. Fitzmaurice, to be so violent and 
dangerous, that no vessel could uilcinpl to ap- 
proach them. Even the eddies occasioned by thi lu 
were so turbulent as frequently to resist botli sails, 
oars, and towing, twisting tlie boats round in every 
du'i^clioa; and it was with the utmost difficulty,. 
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that they were extricated without being swamped. 
The instances oi' rivers losing themselves for a time 
under ground are so common, in ail countries, that 
there seems to be no particiilar objection to the 
hypothesis of the Zaire losing a great portion of 
its waters in its passage throogh the narrows, under 
its schistose bed. At the same time, the eye mi^t 
be deceived in estimating the quantity of water 
ibrced into a narrow channel, and running with the 
rapidity of a miU^slttice till it fidls over a cataract, 
by a comparison with that which flows in a deep 
and expanded bed, in one uniform and tranquil 
motioii ; having besides an eddj, or counter-cur- 
rent, on one or both sides, which carries a con- 
siderable portion of water in a retrograde diirec- 
tion. 

Be this as it may, the Zaire, beyond the moun- 
tainous regions, wrs fisffiin fouiul to expand to the 
width of two, three, and even more than four miles, 
and to flow with a current of two to three miles an 
hoar; and near the place wfiere Captain Tuckey 
was compelled to abandon the further prosecution 
of the Journey, which was about 100 miles beyond 
Inga, or 280 miles from Cape Padron, it is stated 
that the river put on a majestic appearance, that 
the scenery was beautiiiil, and not inferior to any 
on the banks of the Thames ; and die natives of 
this part all agreed in stating, that they knew of 
no impediment to tlie continued navigation of the 
river; that the only obstruction in northeastern 
branch, was a single ledge of rocks, forming a 
kind of rapid, over which however canoes were 
able to pass. 

The opinion that tlie Zaire is in a constant state 
of ilood, or, in other words, that it continues to be 
swelled more or less by freshes through the whole 
year, has been completely refuted by the present 



«xi>e.ditioD. But the argument, ivbich lyaa gpyimdf 

ed pn tl^0 Buppoeition, of its origja }H^im nod^ 
era Afirica, sq from being wea)^e|aii^ fias ai^ 
QMired additional strength frmn the comction af 

tpe error. Like all other tropical rivers, the Zaire 
hap its periodical Hoods; but the quantity of its 
rise and fall is less perhaps than that of any other 
ri> or of equal magnitude. From the lowest ebb, 
at wiiich the party saw it, to the highest marks of 
its rise on the rocks, the difference no where ap- 
peared to exceed eleven feet, and in many places 
firas not more than eight or nine. The commenp(|> 
ment of the rise was first obser^^ed ?M^f ^fljjjtffj 

the Ist of September, to be three inches; aQ4 
on the nth of tnat month it had acquired, at the 
Tall Trees, near the month of the river, the height 
of ^eyenfeet; without the Telocity tiaviqg much, 
if at all increased ; and without a single shower 
having &llen that deserves to be noticed* Thip 
little diflerence between the rise of seven feet, 
which then took place in the dry season, while the 
sun was still to the northward of the line, and that 
of eleven feet in the wet season, during which the 
sun is twice vertical, affords a solid argument for 
its northern origin ; and, when coupled with the 
particular moment at Avhich it was first observed 
to rise, would seem to establish the fact, almost 
beyond a doubt, tiiat one branch of the river, aa 
was stated by the natives, must descend from sooi^ 
part of Africa to the norlliward pf the £qaator. 

We find in Captain Tuckey's notes, after havii^ 
observed the progressive rise of the river, Uie insci^ 
tion of two words as a memorandum, hypothesis 
confiimed,** This hypothesis had previously been 
stated among the lafit notes of his Journal, which 
be did not live to reduce into a regular narrative, 
Mndcr these words; "extraordinary quiet rise of 



Digitized by Google 



G£N£|UIi OBSfiEVATlONS 



353 



the river shows it to issue irom some lake, which 
had received almost the whole oi ita water from 
the north ol the line." But in a private letter writ- 
ten from Yellala, and brought home in the Congo, 
he dwells more particularly on this hypothesis; 
*t ijombii^'^ff" he says my observations with the in* 
fiannfttioii fhave been able to collect from the na- 
tives, vague and trifling as it is, i cannot help think- 
ing that Uie Zaire will be found to issue from some 
laige lake, or chain of lakes, considerably to the 
northward of the line ;" and he contends that, so fitf ' 
from the low state of the river in July and August 
militating against such an hypothesis, it has the 
contrary tendency of giving additional weight to it, 
« provided" he goes on to si^y, " the river should 
begin to swell in the early part of September, an 
event I aai taught to expect, and Ibr vvhicli I am 
anxiously looking out." The river did beg^in to 
swell at the precihe period he had anticipated ; 
and that circumstance corroborating the previous 
conclusion he had drawn, induces him to jiole 
down in his Journal, that the hypothesis is con- 
firmed." 

It is evident ih^i Captain Turkey, on the latter 
part of his journej, could only put down a few brief 
notes to refresh his memory, wnicb, from his exhaust- 
ed state, on his return to the vessels, ho was wholly 
unable to enlarge or explain ; and thus the reason* 
iogon which hehad built his hypothesis is lost to the 
world : he lamented, it seems, when on his deaths 
bed, that he could not be permitted to live to put in 
order the remarics he had collected in tracing up- 
wards this extraordinary river. Unfortunately none 
of the party has escaped to supply this deficiency ; 
the solidity, however, of Captain Tuckey's conclu- 
sion is not shaken, but rather corroborated, by 
what is known of physical facts and the geographi- 
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cal probabilities, as connected with northern Airica* 
These may be briefly staled. 

In the tropical rcs^ioiiB, the rains generally fol- 
low the sun's course, ami are not ai their height till 
he approaclies the tropics; hence arises the ex- 
hausted state of the lakes ofWangarain tbemonlhs 
of May, June, and July, and their oyerflowing in the 
middle and latter end of August, according to the 
obBeirations of the Arabian seographerff; andthiB 
late flooding of the lakes is obviously owin^ to the 
long caskrUi course of the Niger, collecting into its 
channel all the waters from the northward and 
the southward as it proceeds along. If, then, the 
ebb and flood of the Wanfi^am lakes depend on the 
state ofthe Niger, it will iollow, on the buppositiou 
of the identity ot llnit rivt r and the Zaire, that the 
6ood and ebb of the latter, to the southward of the 
line mii^t rorrespond wilh the ebb and llootl ol fhc 
lakes oi \\ miirara. Tfir rxistonce oi lho>t* lakes 
has never been called in question, though their po- 
sition has not been exactly ascertained ; but sup* 
posing them to be situated somewhere between the 
twelfth and iiifteenth degrees of northern latitude, 
the position usually assigned to them in the charts, 
and that the southern outlet is under or near the 
12th parallel, the direct distance between that and 
the spot where Captain Tuckey first observed the 
Zaire to rise, may be taken at about 1200 miles, 
which, by allowing for the windings of the river, 
and some little diiference of meridians, cannot be 
calculated at less tlian lliOO miles. 

Admitting, then, that tlie lakes of Wangara 
should overflow in the tii -t week of August, and the 
current in tiie channel oroiitl( t move at the rate of 
2i miles an hour, which is the average rate at 
which the Zaire was found to flow above the nar^ 
rows, the flooded stream would reach that spot in 
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the first week of September, and swell that river 
exactly in the way, and at the time and place, as 
observed by Captain Tuckey. No other supposi- 
tion, in fact, than that of its northern origin, will 
explain the rise of the Zaire, in ihc dry season; 
and if its identity with tlio Niger, or, which amounts 
to the same thing, its communication with Wanga- 
ra, should be di&puted» Captain Tuckey^s hypothe- 
sis of its issuing from some other great lake, to the 
northward of the line, will still retain its probabi- 
lity. The idea of a lake seems to have arisen fvom 
the ^ eitraordinary quiet rise'' of the river, which 
was from three to six inches in twentj-four hours. 
If the rise of the Zaire had proceeded from rains 
to the southward of the line, swelling the tributary 
streams, and pouring, in mountain torrents, the wa- 
ters into the main channel, the rise would have 
been sudden and impetuous ; but coming on as it 
did in a quiet and regular manner, it could proceed 
only from the gradual overflowing: of a Inke. 

There is, however, another cniiuni^tancc in fa- 
vour of a river issuing from Wangara, or (lie lakes 
and swamps designated under that name, and of 
that river being the Zaire. There is not a lake, 
perhaps, of any magnitude in the known worid, 
without an outlet^ whose waters are not saline — the 
Caspian, the Aral and the neighbouring lakes, the 
Aspnaltites or Dead Sea^ and all those of Asia, 
which have no outlet, are salt.* If, therefore, the 
lakes of Wangara had no outlet, but all the waters 
received into them spread themselves over an ex- 
tended surface during the rains, and were evapo- 
rated in the dry seasun, there would necessarily be 

♦ The freshness of the Zurt- or Ziirrah,tlie AriaPalus, in Sei- 
stan, rests on no authority — but if so, its watcra arc not evapo- 
rated, bat pass off by filtration throoglithe sand. 
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deposited on the earth, so left dry, an incrustaliou 
of salt, and the remaining vrater would be stronrij 
ini|Hegnated with salt; and both the one and the 
other would be increased by every succeeding in- 
undation. None of the African rivers are free from 
saline impregnations; hut the Niger, in its long 
easterly course, collecting the waters from the 
sandy and saline soil of the desert, where evcijr 
plant almost is saturated with salt, must be parti-' 
colarly charged with it. No mention, however, is 
made by any of the Arabian writers of that indis- 
pensable article* salt, being procured in the mud 
or soil abandoned by the waters of Wangara; on 
the contrary, it is weU known that one great branch 
of the trade of Tombuctoo is that of obtaining salt 
from the northern desert, for the supply oi ihc coun- 
tries to the southward of the Niger. But if ^V'an- 
gara had no outlet, this could not be necessarv, as 
both it and ail the lars^c inland lakes, so circum- 
stanced, would atlord more or less of salt; and if 
so, the lrn(h' of the caravans proceeding with rock 
salt from Te^azza to Tombuctoo would not have 
existed ( as it is well known it has done, and still 
does, especially from the latter place to Melli and 
odier countries south of the Niger, to a great wa- 
ter," as Cadamosta says, ^ which the traders could 
not tell whether it was salt or fresh; by reason of 
which (he says) 1 could not discover wbett^r it 
was a river or the sea; but,** he continues, '^I hold 
it to be a river, because if it was the sea, there 
would be no need of salt.'* 

Edrisi, however, distinctly states them to he fresh- 
water lakes, and sa>\> lhat the two cities oi Ghana 
are siiuaUd on the two opposite shores of what the 
Arnbs rail a fresh-water sea. This fresh-w ater sea, 
therelbre, must necessarily have an outlet^ or, like 
the Caspian, it would be no longer fresh ; and the 
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conclusion is, that if the Niger runs into these lakes 
of Ghana and Wan^ara, it does not there termi- 
nale, but that, in me season of the rains, it also 
flows out of them. In fact, Edrisi does not make 
the Niger to terminate in the swamps of Wangara 
or Vancara ; he merely describes them as being an 
ishmd three hondred miles in length, and one hun- 
dred and fifly in breadth, surrounded hj the Niger 
cMlheyear^ but that, in the mcmth of August, the 
greater part is covered with water as long as the 
inundations of the Niger continue ; and that when - 
the river has subsided into its proper chauDeK the 
negroes return to their habitations, and diaj the 
earth for gold, every one finding more or less, as 
it pleases God." But not a word is mentioned of 
their finding salt, which indeed is the great inter- 
changeable comnioility for gold. 

On the assumptioiK then, of Wangara discharg- 
ing its overflowing waters, the most probable di- 
rection ot tlie channel is to the southward ; and as 
the evidence of the northern origin of the Zaire 
amounts almost to the establishment of the fact, the 
approximation of the two streams is in favour of 
their identity. If the account of Sidi Hamefs Tisit 
to Wassenah, as related by Riley, could be depend- 
ed on, a Tcry few degrees only are wanting to bring 
the two streams together; but with all &e straig 
testimonies in favour of Riley's vmidify, every page 
of his book betrays a looseness and inaccuracv, 
diat very much diminish the value of this ArabS 
narrative as it is gi\ en by him The name of ZiMfc*, 
given by this Arab merchant to the Niger at Was- 
senah; that oi Zad^ whi( li Horneman learned to be 
its name to the eastward oi Tombuctoo, where it 
turned oiV to the southward;" the Enzaddi, which 
Maxwell sa^s ib the name given to the calaracts of 
the Zaire : and the Moioizi mzaddi^ which Captain 
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Tuckey understood to be the name of the rivcv at 
Embonima, are so many concurring circumslaneej* 
which give a favourable thoucrh a faint colour to Uit 
hypothesis of the identity of the two rivers. 

If any further exploration of the Zaire, upwards^ 
should be undertaken, Captain Tuckey has 
ciently established the fact, that no naval equip- 
ment at home can avail in the prosecalion of this 
object. All that appears to be necessary, is that 
of providing at the Cape de Verde islands a dosen 
or twenty asses and mules» and carrying them in a 
common transport up the river as far as Smbonuna ; 
from thence to make the best of the way over-land 
direct for Condo Yanga, the place whidi has been 
assigned by Captain Tuckey, as possessing the 
j^reatest advantages for the necessary preparatiuua 
lor embarking on the river ; and these prejta rn I ion&" 
would consist merely in purchasing or hinng /lalf 
a dozen canoes, with the help of two or three 
ship carpenters, converting them into three double- 
boats, or twiii-eanoes. by a few planks, w^hieh would 
ibrm a con\ enient platform for the accommodation 
of the party, the animals, and the bag^^e. In 
this way they would proceed where the river was 
navigable, and by land, with the assistance of the 
asses and mules, where interruptions occurred; 
and thus they would avoid that degree of Attigoe, 
which was unquestionably the principal cause oC 
the death of those who fell on tne late expedition. 
On the part of the natives, it is now pretty well 
ascertained, there would be no obstruction, unless 
they are of a very diflerent disposition higher up 
in the interior, than what Captain Tuckey expen- 
enced them to be, which is not, as far a^3 he could 
collect, \cry likely: the character of the neirro 
having liillierto been every where stamped widi 
mildness, simpUcity, and benignity of dispoaition. 
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Face op the Countkt— Soil, Climate, asb Pro- 
iMJCTioirs. The country named Congo* dT which 
we find 80 much written in collections of Voyages 
and Travels, appears to be an undefined tract of 
iserritor}', hemmed in between Loango on the north, 
and Angola on the south ; but to what extent it 
stretches inland, it would be difficult to determine; 
and depends most proliably on the state of war or 
peace with the contiguous tribes. All that seems 
to be known at present is, that the country is par- 
titioned out into a midtitude of potty states or 
Chenooships, held as a kind of fi<^ts under some 
real or imaginary personage living in the interior, 
nobody knows exactly wnrre. Captain Tuckey 
could only learn that the paramount sovereign was 
named BUndy JTCongo^ and resided at a banza 
named Congo, which was six days journey in the 
anterior from the Tall Trees, where, by the account 
of the negroes, the Portuguese had an establish- 
ment, and wliere there were soldiers and white 
women. This place is no doubt the St. Salvador 
of the Portuguese. These chiefs have improperly 
been called kings : their territoricB, it would seem, 
are small in extent, the present expedition having 
passed at least six of them in the line of the river; 
the last is that of Inga, beyond which are what they 
call bushmen, or those dreadful cannibals whom 
Andrew Battle, Lopez, Merolla, and others, have 
denominated Jai^as, or fiiai^as, "who consider 
human iicsh as the most dttlicious food, and goblets 
of warm blood as the most exquisite beverage;'* 
a calumny, which there is every reason to believe 
has not the smallest luiindation in fart. From the 
character and disposition of the native African, it 
may be fairly doubted wljether throughout the 
whole of this great continent, a negro cannibal has 
any existence. 
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That portion of the Congo territory, through 
which the Zaire flofws into the southern Atbmticii 
not yttw interesthigt either in the general Appear- 
nnce oi its iurfiu:e« its natural producta» or the 
state of tocietTv and the cmdition of its natite in> 
habitants. The first is unalterable; (faesMMid 
and third are capable of great extension atid im^ 
proTement, by artificial aM moral cnltrfalion ; but 
with the exception of the river itself there are 
probably few points between the mouth of the Se- 
negal ;ind Cape Nc^ro, on that coast, which do not 
put Oh a 171 ore ihlerostinsT appearance, in a physi- 
cal point ot view, than ihe banks of the Zaire. 
The ciu^U r of mountains, though in general not 
high (the most elevatetl probably not cxcec ding 
two thousand feet), are driiudcd of all vegetation, 
witli the exception of a few coarse rank grasses; 
and the lower ranges of hills, having no grand fo- 
rests, as might be expected in such a climate, but a 
few laige trees only, scattered along Uieir sides 
and upon their summits^ the most numeroiisof 
which are, the Adansonia, Mimosa, Bombax, 
Picas, and palms of two or three species. 

Between the feet of diese hills, however, and 
the margins of the river, the level alluvial banks, 
which extend from the mouth nearly to Embomma, 
are clothed with a most exuberant vegetation, pre- 
senting to the eye one continued forest of tall and 
majestic trees, clothed with foliage of never fading 
verduK . Numerous islands are also seen to rise 
above the surface of the river, some mantled with 
the thick mangrove. mino;Ied with the tall and ele- 
gant palm, and others covered with the Egypti;ui 
papyrus, resembling at a distance extensive fields of 
waving corn. Perhaps it may be said, that the 
great characteristic feature of the banks and 
islands of the lower part of the Zaire is the man* 
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gwe, the palm, the adansonia and the bombax, 
with intemjcdiate patches of pap>Tn«« ; and afler 
jhe alluvial Hats have ceased, naked and precipj- 
torn maunUkins, resting on micaceous slate, which, 
through an extent of at least fiily miles, jfomis the 
two hmks of the riFer; the onlj inteTniptioii to 
this extended shore of slate beu^ a few Borrow 
lavioefl, in which the villages of the natiTes are 
situated, aaiidst cluiiips of the wine-palm, and small 
patches of coltivatedgrouiid. On the summits of 
the hills, also, which Captaiii Tockey distinguishes 
bjr die name of plateaus, there is a snSamcy of 
soil for the cultivation of the ordinary articles of 
food; and here too numerous small villages occur 
amidst the bombax, the mimosa^ the adansonia and 
tlie palm; but the soil on the tups and sides is of 
a liard clayey nature, incapable of being worked 
in tlie dry season, but sufliciently productive when 
meliowed by the heavy rains, and with the aid of a 
heated atmosphere. 

The country however becomes greatly improved 
in every respect, beyond the narrows of the river. 
Hitherto the general characteristic ieatures of 
the geology of the country were mica-alate, quarti, 
and sienite; but here the rock formation, tnoogh 
not entirely, was considerably changed; the grar 
nite mountains and hills of pebbly quartz having 
given way to clay and ferruginous earth, and the 
micaHdate to limestone. Tte banks of the Zaire 
are now no longer lined with continued masses of 
micMlate, but manjr rocky promontories of marble 
jut into the river, with fertile vales between them ; 
and the reaches of the river itself stretchinor out 
into broad expanded sheets of water, rcbend^hno; 
so many mountain lakes. The greater part of the 
surface was now ht for cultivation, and touiisor 
villages fol lowed each other in cons>taiit succes- 
sion, iar beyond the limits of the Congo territory. 



Digitized by Google 



I 



3^2 G£f<£RAL OBSfiUVATlUiSS. 

Ves^ctation was more generally diffused, as weU 
inore vnried ; ami rills of clear water trickled down 
the sitles ol' the hills, and joined <he sjreat river. 
li was just at the commeiiccnient ot this improved 
appearance of the country, wliere, from the bickJj 
state of the partj, and the loss of ifaeir baggage, 
Captain Tuckej was reluctantly compelled to 
abandon the fuither prosecation of the objects of 
the expedition ; and in some respects it was fbrtu* 
nate he did, as had he proceeded two or three 
days longer, the whole party mast unquestionably 
have perished in the interior of Africai and might 
perhaps never more have been heard of. 

The account which the missionaries have given 
of the climate, coi responds exa( ll} with that which 
was experienced by Captaiii I'uekey. "The win- 
ter," sajs Carii, " of the kiwgdoiD ot ( oiii^o, is the 
mild springy or aulumn of Italy ; it i» not subject fo 
rains, but every morning tficre falh a dew >^liirfi 
fertilizes the earth.'- None ol the party make aiiy 
complaint of the climate ; they speak, on the con- 
trary, in their notes and memoranda, of the cool, 
diy, and refreshing atmosphere, especially aAer 
the western breezes set in, which they usoaily do 
an hour or two after the sun has passed the men- 
dian, and continue till midnight; and when calm 
in the early part of the day, the son is said so sel- 
dom to shine out, that tor four or five days to- 
gether, they were unable to get a correct altitude 
to ascertain the latitude. So much, however, de- 
pends on locality, that at the place where the 
(yongo was moored, the rans^e of the thermometer 
difU'rod very materially from that on board tJie 
trnn-porl lower down, and also from that observed 
in tij( upper parts ol the river. The lornx r ves- 
sel \Mi> moored in a reach -^nrronnded by liills. 
and what little of the sea-breeze reached her, had 
to pass over a low swampy island. Here, Mr, 



uiyiii^cu Dy GoOgle 



1 



G£N£RAL OBafiEVATIOfiS. 363 i 

M'Kerrow noticed the rarifije of the thermometer 
to be from 70° to 90° in the shade ; sometimes, 
though but seldom, as low an 67° in the night, and 
ac high as 98^ at noon ; and one day on shore it 
rose to 103o under the shade of trees : at the same 
time, above Inga, the temperature seldom exceed- 
ed 76*" in the daj, and was sometimes down to &f 
at night He seems to thinks that partly owing to 
a better position of the transport, which remained 
at anchor lower down the river, nearly opposite to 
the Tall Trees, where she had the henent of the 
sea-breeze without interruption, and partly by 
prevcMliijg her crow Irom going on shore, this ves- 
bei continued licalthy until she received on board 
the unlbrtnnate people beloui^insr to the Congo. 

The Ibliovvnig table exhibits tlie state of Fah- 
renheit's thermometer, at three periods of the day, 
for one month, Iroui 20th July to 20th Anofnst, in 
different parts of the river, from the entrance to 
the Cataract, and of the water of the river at noon. 
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ft is remarked in a meteorological journal, im- 
perfectly kept by Captain Tuckev. in proceed- 
ing up the river, that from the mouth to timbomina, 
the temperature of the river wa» almost immxw Mf 
at 76". 

The alimentary plants ate very varioos, and for 
the most valoahie of them, the natives are ibdeht- 
ed to the Portiicuese. The Btaple products of the 
vegetable world consist of raanioo or cassava^ 
yams, and maize or Indian eom ; to which may be- 
added sweet potatoes^ pumpioiis, millet of two or 
three species, and calavanses : they have b esid es 
cabbages, spinage, pepper, capsicum, the sugar- 
cane, and tobacco. Oi ii uits they have the planiainor 
bananii, papaw, oranges, limes, and piiie-apple&. 
The latter truit was nicl with by Captain Tuckey 
growing on th(^ open plains near the extremepoinC 
of his journey, and far beyond wherf' nny Euro* 
pcanshad advanced. This fruit, tlierciore. as well 
as the bananas, tlie one being trom the West, the 
other from the East-Indies, (or both perhaps from 
the West,) must have been carried ap into the in* 
terior b} the natives. The only beverage imd by 
the inhiihitants, except when they can get Euro- 
pean spirits, is the juice of the palm tree, of which 
there are three distinct species, ft is nsually 
known by the name of palm wine, and was con* 
sidered by the whole party as a very pleasant and 
wholesome liquor, having a taste, when fresh from 
the tree, not unlike that of sweetish cider ; is ver} 
excellent for quenching the thirst, and for keeping 
the body gently open. When tapped near the top. 
the juice runs copiously out duriiig the night, but 
very little is said to exude in the day-time. One 
of the species yields a juice sweeter than the rest* 
and this being sullered to ferment, is said to pro- 
duce a liquor of a very intoxicating quality. The 
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iMt are remarkably tell* and ar9 ftseended by 
means of a flexible hoojp which endoBes, at tb^ 
wne time, bodj or the person intendii^ to 
flieiint and the stem of the tree, against the latter 
of which the feet are pressed, while the back rests 
against the hoop. At each step the hoop is moyed 
upward with the hand^ and in tnis way they ascend 
and descend the highest trees with great expedi- 
tion : should the hoop i^iv e way tlie con&e(^uence 
must be lata I. 

Tlwy liave no waiit ul duiiiestic animals to serve 
them as food, though very little cure appears to be 
bestowed on them. They consist chiefly of gloats. 
hoors» ibwls, (he c.oininon and Muscovy duck, aad 
pigeons; a few sheep, generally hlaek and while, 
witlj hair instead of wool. The Chenoo of Em- 
honuna had ohtained from the Portuguese a few 
horned cattle, but no pains whatever were taken 
to- incfease the breed. They have no beasts of 
burden of any description. Of wild animals the 
country produces great varietyt but the natives 
are too indolent aiSl inexpert to convert them to 
any useful purpose. They have elephantSt leo* 
pards, lionsi buflbloeSf laife monkeys with Mack 
laces^and nomorous species of antelopes, with 
which Africa every wnere abounds) wdd hogs, 
porcupines, hares, and a great variety of other 
quadrupeds, from which an active people wouUl 
derive importaiil ad\antagcs. Guinea fowl and 
red legged partridges are also ahundant, large, 
and fine ; and w ild pigeons, of three or four spe- 
cies, very plentiful. 

The country appears to he remarkably free 
from teazing and noxious insects, excepting hugs 
and fleas in the huts, and the black ai>ts, wliich 
erect those singular mushroom-shaped habitations, 
9m» o&whiobMTotwo or th«>aedones» and some- 
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times occur in whole vUki|[e6. The party snSmA 
no ann^jBnce from scorpuMiSy seolopendras, nioi^ 
chetoes, which are almost uniTcmdijr swank- 
ing in warm cfimates. From the abundance of 
bees, and the hilb being well clothed with grasa, 
Congo might be made a ^^land flowing with milk 
and honey.^ 

The lower part of the river abonnda witbenset 

lent fish, which would appear to be an important 
article of subsistence to those who inhabit the 
woody banks occupied by the manger o\ e. Breaui, 
niiiUetand cat-fish are the most abuiidafit. A spe- 
rips of Span/5, ot excellent flavour, M as caught by 
the p irtv in larj^f <jnantities, t^ach of them vvcMCfh- 
in^ jrenerally from linrty to Ibrty pounds, and soine 
of them eveti sixty. Mr. Fitzmaurice observes 
that, near Draper's islands, he fell in with three or 
four hundred canoes, in which the people were 
busily employed in dragging up a species of shell- 
fish, which he compares to what is usually in Eng- 
land called the clam, and which is stated by Ca^ 
tain Tuckey to be aspocies of Mya. Most of theitt 
fiahermen^ it was thought, had no other abode than 
the shelter which the woods afibrded them ; tlmt 
they form a kind of hut by bending and entwimng 
tbe living branches, in the aame manner as is sorae^ 
: times practiaed by the.roving Caffi^ bordering on 
the t;oiony of the Cape of Good Hope; others make 
the caverns in the rocks the abodes of themselves 
and families dui ifii^ tbe fisbinj; season ; for it would 
^ seem that these huts and retreats were but tempora- 
ry, as the shells ol tliesr (isliwere opened, theanimal 
taken out, and dried in the sun. In the upper parts 
of the river, women were frequently seen fishing 
with scoop nets, made from the fibres of some 
creeping plants; and in one village, a woman was 
obseiVed spinning cotton for nets ; the herbaceooa 
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cotton plant growing every where wild. In 
places the fisn were caught in pots ; in others they 
took them by means of a poisonous plant 

A fish resembling the Siliims electricos was 
brought on board the Congo from Embomma, which, 
by the account of the natives^, when alive and 
touched, communicates a severe shock to the hand 
and arm. or to use their own expression, it shoot 
throus^h all the arm." It is thus descrihed hv Mr. 
M-KeiTow: lenejth ihree ieet si% inches: head laii^e, 
broad and compressed : moutli furnished witli six 
lonjr cirrlii. four on the under and tw o on the upper 
jaw: mnTi(lihlr> drMjtntpd; tonpjue short, and eyes 
small: hndv \Nithoyt sralos: prrtoral tins near the 
branchial openinirs. the \(TitiHl> m^ar the anus; 
dorsal fin soft, and placed near the tail; upper 
parts of the body thickl)' spotted black, and the 
under of a yellowish white; skin exceedingly 
thick. * 

. The Zaire swarms with those huge monsters the 
hippopotamus and the alligator, or rather croco- 
dile, (for it appears to be of the same species ai 
the animal ol the Nile,) and particularly abeve 
the narrows. Both these animais seem to be gre* 
garionSf the former being generally met with in 
groupeeof ten or twelve together; the latter in two 
or three, sometimes five or six. The flesh of the 
hippopotamus is excellent food, not unlike pork; 
but it does not appear that the negroes are par^ 
ticularly fond of it, as the only one killed by the 
present party was suflered to putrify on the margin 
of the river; thouejh it is stated that the Uesh is 
sometimes sold in the market. One crocodile only 
was killed, whose lent^th was nine feet three inches, 
and girt across the sihouiders three teet seven 
inches. 
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•tapk trtleteB iNibfliBtmnee^ at leest in flie ^ 

season, appear to he manioc, groond^nota, aiM 
palm wine ; to which may probably added h» 
dian corn and yumsi, the latter of which are MateA 
to be romarkahly tine : and of Indian com they have 
fegnlarly two crops in the year. Animal food is not in 
general use, though sold in the daily market held at 
banza, or residence of the Chenoo, and at which 
from a hundrrd to three hundred persons are said 
to assemble ; in this market, the party observed a 
supply of goais^ fowls, eggs, besides vegetables, fish, 
and ftiaU. It mmt be recollected, however, that 
Una place is the grand mart for conducting the slave 
tirade of the Zaire, and these supplies may h^ 
t^iai? intended for the cnnews mMj^ ^Bnropeai^ 

6hips. -^y^^'" 

The negroM of Congo are eidfmHngly foul 
feeders, ai3 imrticnlariy filthy in dieir preparation 
and their €fatii^ of animal food ; they broil fe^ 
triHi the feathers on^ and frieces of goat niAealt 
heinfi: at the ttoctble of removing the skm, or even 
the hair; and they devour them when scarcely 
warmed, tearing the ilesh in pieces with their teeth 
in (he moM disgusting manner. Mr. Fitzmaurice 
relates that one day, as their butcher had taken 
off the skin of a sheep, the Mandingo slave pur- 
chased hy Captain Tuckrv. had slily conveyed 
away the skin, which, with tiie wool (or rather the 
hair) he had thrown over a smoky fire, and when 
discovered, he had nearly eaten the whole akin i 
a state scarcely warm. There do not 
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that they ever eat human ilesh, not even that of 
their eneimes, but that all the accusationB of this 
natvre ace totally felse. 
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i ffUM tke bttfi^ or ^kges imn hy i^^^l^ 
Wrtnee of gMit extent; the largest probably not «t«^ 
c^ing one litmdred huts. EmboOitiift, Cooloo, 
and Inga, are each the residence of a Chenoo ; the 
first Wafi supposed to consist of about m%tj huts, 
cxchjsive of the Chenoo's eiiclosur(\ and about liv e 
hundred inhabitants; the second, one hundred 
huts, and from frve to six hundred inhabitants; and 
the third, being the last in the line of the river 
within the kinfi^om of Congo, oi seventy huts, rind 
three hondre'l inhabitanls. The party stationed 
at this banzn nudei'stood. tliat tb(^ CIkmioo conld 
command about two htinilrrd tiiililuia, men, one 
hundred of whom he can arm witti muskets; and 
with this force he conceives himself to be the 
dread and terror of his enemies. These banzaa 
lire OBualijr placed amidst groves of pains ani 
ftdansonias. 1 r w - . , i * : 

*•' The httts in general consist of six pieces^ closely 
ti ov en or matted together, from a reedy grass, oi^ 
the fibres of some plant ; the two sides exactly cof^ 
responding; .the two ends the same, excepting Aal 
in one is the door way, an opening just lai^e 
enough to creep in at, and the two sloping sides of 
Ike roof also correspond. The sides and ends are 
made hst to tipright posts stock in the ground ; 
and the two pieces oi the roof are bound to the 
$ides, and also to each other; and as each piece is 
very light, a Iiouse can, at any lime, be removed 
from one situation to another with great ease; 
sometimes the roofs are srnn circular. The value 
of one of these moveable houses is stated to he not 
more than tlir prire of five or six fowls, and in five 
minutes may be put together. Permanent houses, 
however, such as tliose of the Chefioo, are made of 
the pahn leaves with considerable skill, havii^ 
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several posts along the sides and ends, and covered 
externally with the blades or back rib ol the palm 
leaf, bound together with a creeping plant in regu- 
Jar zigzag figures. Thej are also generally en- 
closed within a fence of reeds matted together. * 
Their household utensils are very few, and as sim- 
ple as the houses themselves. Baskets made of the 
fibres of the palm tree ; bowlb and bottles of gourds 
or calabashes, or of the shell of the monkey bread- 
fruit (Adansonia) to hold therr provisions and 
water, earthen vessels of their own making to boil 
their victuals, and wooden spoons to eat them; a 
mat of grass thrown on a raised platform of palm* 
leaves, their only bedding. The articles of dress 
are equally sparing and simple, the common people 
being satisfied with a small apron tied round their 
loins, of a piece of baft, if they can get it, or of native 
grass-matting, made by the men ; of the same grass 
they make caps, whose surface is raised and figured 
in a very beautifid manner, and the texture so c\ose 
that they will hold water. Rings of brass or iron 
are welded on tliearms and ankles, and sometimes 
bracelets of lion's teeth ; and the women generally 
contrive to have strings of beads round their necks 
and arms and legs, and in default of these, strings 
of the cowrie shell, or of the round seeds of various 
plants. -T*; 

Their canoes are generally hollowed out of the 
trunk of the bombax or cotton tree, or of a species 
of ficus, the common size being about twenty-four 
feet in length, and from eighteen to twenty inches 
in width ; and they are all pushed forwards with 
long paddles, the men standing upright ; they use 
neither sails, nor any substitute for them. 

A rude hoe of iron, stuck into a wooden handle, 
is the implement used for agricultural purposes; 
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but the climate is so fine, that, by merely scratch- 
ing the surface of the .^und, they 'Succeed in 
caising good crops. The great scarcity of provi- 
sions, experienced by the party who proceeded up 
the river, was occasioned e*»tirely by the long 
droughty and that want of precaution in laying up 
a stock against such a contingency, which^ it wouIq 
seem* is nere rather the e&ct of indolence and 
thoughtlessness, than any distrust in the right and 
security of property ; which indeed is so well an* 
derstood, that almost all the disputes among the 
natives arise from their tenacity in the division of 
property, whether in land or stock. This partici- 
pjilion is frequently so luiiiute, that, as Captain 
Tuckey observes, a tou l ur a pig may sometimes 
have three or four proprietors. 

P0PULATI0!V AND CONDITION OF THE PcOPLE.— 

Though the population evidently inereased, the 
farther the pnrty proceed cm 1 \utn tlic interior, the 
brinks o(" the river were but lliinly inhabited in the 
very best and most productive parts; and nothing 
appeared that could give the least colour to those 
exaggerated statements of the Catholic missiona- 
ries, wtio speak of such masses of men collected 
together as are not to be met m ith in the most po- 
pulous parts of Europe. Carli, for instance, states 
the ^ Grand Dnke V army to amount to 1 60,000 
men; and he accounts for the vast population of 
Congo from the indulgence of erery man beiofi^ 
allowed to take as many wives as he pleases, and 
the absence of all those religious institutions and 
societies which, in Europe, consign their members 
to a state of celibacy. Nay, we are told, that 
the king, Don Antonio, could muster an army of 
900,000 men. and that he actually brought 80,000 
agaiiist the Portuiruese, who with 400 Europeans 
and 2000 negroes, with the iicip of the Virgin 
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Mary, eabily put to rout this great force, dethroned 
the king, and set up a new one of tlieir own. 
Whether such a population ever existed, or if bo, 
what hecaine of it ; whether wars, pestilence, or 
famine, swept those vast multitudes away, or whe- 
ther their progeny were sent oflT to other lands, 
the Portuguese, who best could tell, have been 
silent on the subject; it is quite clear, however, 
that no such population exists at the present day. 

Leaving out the paramount sovereign of Congo, 
whose existence seems to be rather doubtful, toe 
Component parts of a tribe or society, would ap- 
pear to consist of — I. the Chcnoo ; 2. the members 
of his family; 3. the Mafooks; 4. Fooraos; 5. fish- 
ermen, coolies and labouring people; 6. domestic 
slaves. • • 

, The title and authority of the Chenoo are he- 
reditary, through the female line, as a precaution 
to make certain of the blood royal in the succes- 
sion ; for although the number of the Chenoo's 
wives is unlimited, none but the offspring of her 
who is descended from royal blood, can inherit; 
and in default of issue from any such, the offspring 
of any other princess married to a private person, 
lays claim to the chiefship, and the consequences 
are such as might be expected ; feuds and civil 
broils arise, which terminate only in the destruc- 
tion of the weaker party. A Chenoo's daughter 
has the privilege of choosing her own husband, 
hnd the person she fixes upon is not at liberty to 
refuse ; but it is a perilous distinction which is thus 
conferred upon him, as she has also the privilege 
of disposing of him into slavery, in the event of 
his not answering her expectations. Aware of his 
ticklish situation, he is sometimes induced to gel 
the start of her, and by tlje help of some poison* 
^us wixtuce? with the efficacy of which the people 
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of Congo are well acauainted, rids himseli of kis 
wife aiid his fears at tuc same time. 
,x When a Chenoo appears abroad, one* 01 his great 
officers carries before him his sceptre or staff of 
authority, which is a small baton of black wood 
about a foot in length, inlaid with lead or copper, 
like the worm of a screw, and crossed with a 
^aecond screw, so as to form the figures of rhom- 
boids. What their iiati?e dresses maj be bevond 
^the sphese of c<HiimunicatipD with European slave- 
dealers, is not exactly known, but little more pro* 
babl^ than an apron of some skiandoth, or grass* 
aatting; the lion's skin to sit upon, was said to be 
aacred to the Chenoo, the touching of which by 
the fi>ot .of a common person is death or slaver j. 
From the cataract downwards, the ridiculous cast- 
off dresses of French and Portuguese generals, 
form no part ol the imtive costume of Congo, which, 
with the exception of an apron, anklets, bracelets; 
and necklaces, may be presumed to be neither 
more nor less than sheer nakedness. 

Tlie members of the Chenoo's iamily are his 
councillors, by whose advice he acts in all matters 
of importance ; and it h remarkable, that their 
consultations are generally held under the boughs 
of the ficus reHgiosa. In case of war, the elders 
i^main behind to take care of the village, while 
the brothers, sons, or nearest relations of the 
Chenoo are usually selected to conduct, under him, 
their warlike expeditions. 

The Maiboks are the collectors of the revenues;, 
which are chiefly derived from trade; towards the 
lower part of the river, they begin by acting as 
linguists or interpreters between the slave-dealers 
oi the interior, and the Europoon purchasers; but 
having made a fortune, which was frequently the 
case in this once lucrative employmeiit, they pur- 
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dmie the raok of MbSmiIl, aod from that nmpMat 

are said to be dumb, and utterly unable aojr longer 

to interpret. 

The Foomos are composed of that class of the 
society ^vhu liLtve houses and lands of their own, 
two or three ^^ive8, and perhaps a slave or tno to 
work for them ; thej are in (act tlic jeomanrjr of 
the country. 

The fishermen, coolies and labouring people 
appear to consist of those who have no fixed pro- 
perty of their own, but act as the labourers and 
peasantry of th^ country, and are very much al 
the diepoeal of the Chenoo or chief, though not 
slaves. 

Domestic slaves do not appear to be numerous, 
and are not considered as conunon transferable 

Ero party, and only sold for some great oflence, and 
y order of the council, when proved guilty. 
Saleable slaves are 'those unhappy victims who 
have been taken prisoners in war, or kidnapped in 
the iiiUrior by the bla\ c-ciilchers, for the sake of 
making a })rollt of them; or such as have had a 
ecnteuce of death commuted into that of foreign 
slavery. 

The Slave Trade. — The banks of the Zaire are 
not the part of Atrira where the slave trade, at 
present, is carried on with the greatest activity, 
though there were three Portuguese schooners and 
four pinnaces at Embomma, on the arrival of the 
ex|>edition. The two great vents are tho'Gulf of 
Guinea to the northward, and Loango and Ben- 
guela to the southward of this river. The chiefe 
and their Mafooks were, however, all prepar«Ml to 
trade on the appearance of the ships, and much 
disapjpointed on learning that the object of the ek« 
pedition was of a very difierent nature. They had 
beard at Embomma, over-land from the coast, some 
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va^ue rumours concerning the nature of the expe- 
dition, which they did not well comprehend; and 
when the Mafook of the Chenoo first came on board, 
he was very inquisitive to know, whether the ships 
tame to make trade, or make war ; and wh^n he 
was distinctly told that the object was neither the 
one nor the other, he asked, ^ what then come 
for ; only to take wtilk and make book 

As^ it would appear, that the state of slavery is a 
condition inherent in the principles on which the 
society of every negro tribe is founded, the grada- 
tion from domestic to foreign slavery is so easy, 
that as long as a single door remains open for dis- 
posing of human beings, it is to be feared, thai very 
little progress has aetually been made towards the 
abolition of this disgraceful and inhuman traffic. 
It is of little use to dam up the mouths of the Sene- 
gal and the Gambia, and turn the current into the 
channels of Lagos, Formosa, Calabar and Cama- 
roons ; or to stop up these vents, while the Zaire, 
the Coanza, and the Guberoro remain open. The 
prolonged march of the kafilas over-land may 
aomewnat increase the prices to the purchaser, 
and prolong the miserj^of the slave, but the trade 
itself will not be much diminished on that account; 
while there is but too much reason to fear, that t)ie 
passage across the Atlantic will be attended with 
circumstances of aggravated cruelty and inhuman- 
ity. Indeed nothing short of a total and unquali- 
fied prohibition of the traffic by every power in 
Europe and America, can aflford the least nope for 
a total abolition of the foreign trade ; and even then, 
there is but too much reason to believe, that the 
Mahomedan powers of Egypt and northern Africa 
will extend their tratTie to the central regions of 
Soudan, w}ji( li in fact, since the nominal abolition, 
has very considerably increased iii those quarters. 
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State of Society. — The state of society among- 
the negro nationb seems to be prelty nearly the 
same, and their moral character not very different; 
the pro pie of Congo would appear, however, to be 
ainonii; the lo\\(»st of the nefijro tribes. The African 
black 18 by nature of a kindly, cheerful, and humane 
disposition, entirely free from that quick, vens^efiil 
ana ferocious temper which distinguishes the sav- 
ages of the Pacific and South Sea blands, {fartica- 
larlj these of New Guinea, which most resemble 
the negroes in external appearance. Contoitod 
with very humble fare, his happiness seems to cod- 
siat in a total relaiation from all bodily eiertioB; 
excepting when animated by the floand of hW nrie 
native muBic caUing him to the darcet in which he 
is always read^ to join with the greatest ahncrity. 
But indolence is the negro's bane ; and until smne 
strong motive for shaking it off* shall take possession 
of his mind, and couviiice him of the utility of iii- 
dustnoiis pursalts, by bettering his condilioiv, liUle 
hope can be entertained of the civilization of 
Airica, even should a (otai and radical abolition of 
the slave trade be effected. The vast shoals of 
Catholic missionaries poured into Congo and the 
neiglibourino; parts of Southern Africa, from Italy, 
Spain, and Portugal, in the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries, appear not to haveadriynced the 
nativea one single step in civilisation ; and the rude 
mixture of Catholic with Pagan superstitions, which 
were found among the Sognio peoj^ on the left 
bank of tlie Zaire, close to the eea coasts was all 
that could be discotered of any trace of Christian^ 
tty, after the laboim of Ihese pious men &r three 
handred years. Some of these people came ofi* to 
the vessels^ and they are represented as being the 
very worst in every respect oi all the tribes that 
were met with on the baiik^ oi the river, being 



<lirty, filthy, and overrun with vermin. One of 
them was a priest, who had been ordained by the 
Capuchii^HMnks of Loandoy and carried with him 
ins diplomm^i^fL letters of ordination ; he could just 
•Imte nis name^ and that of St. Antonio, and read 
4iie< Romi8h|ilMKf ; but so httle was he of a Catbo* 
-Jic, that his rosary, his relics, and his crosses were 
-nixed witii his doawetic fetiebes$ and so indi&r- 
ent arCShfislian, that tbis ^ bare-footed Mack a|K>s- 
^Ue*^ as Dr. Smitk calb him^ boasted of fais having 
'HO feMr tfaan.five wivos. - ' ^ 
> Captain Tuckey seems to think that the plan of 
sending a few negroes to be educated in Europe, 
for the purpose of returning to instruc t iheir coun- 
' trymen, is as little likely to succeed, as that of send- 
ing missionaries among them : and that coloniza- 
tion holds out the only prospect of meliorating their 
civil and moral condition. How far this might suc- 
ceed with the negroe??, remains to be tried ; in all 
other countries, inhabited hv a savoge orhaH-civil- 
ized people, extirpation has tbilowed close on the 
heels of colonization. The unconquerable avidity 
Ibr spirituous liqaors on the part of the savages, 
and the same propensi^ for their possessions on 
that of the colonists, have produced contentioiis» 
encroachaMsnts and spoliation, which terminate in- 
variaUy to the deiriment of the natives, and too 
ifeqoeatly to Ham utter extermination. It might 
at the same time be well worth die eiperiment, of 
pvevailiBg on a few of the Moravian missionaries to 
setde tiMMiselves in a negro village, to instroet the 
natives in the useful arts of agriculture, manufac- 
tures and trade; to make them icel the comloris 
and advantages of acquiring a surplus property ; to 
instil into their minds sound moral precepts ; and 
to divert their attention from their gros^ and sense- 
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less superstitions to the mild and rational prilici'^ 
pies and precepts of the Christian religion. 

The worst feature in the negro character, which 
is a very coininou one among all savage tribes, is 
the little estimation in which the female sex is 
held; or, rather their esteeming them in no other 
way than as contrihuting to their pleasure^, and to 
their sloth. Yet, if this was the extent to which 
fennale degradation was subjeot, some paUkataoii' 
m^t pemaps be found in the pecidiar circiiiii* 
stances of the state of the society ; but the open and 
bare&ced manner in which both wives and daagh* 
ters were, oflered for hm^ Drom the Chenoo or 
chief^ to the pmtkiegmthmm^t my and all of 
persons belong^ing to the egpeditioiii wbb too dis* 
gusting to admit m any excuse. Some of the Che« 
nooe had no less than fifty wires or mmeiH and 
the Mafiyoks from ten to twenty, any of wfcicii 
they seemed ready to dispose of, for the time, to 
their white vibilers; and the women most com- 
monly, as may well be supposed, were equally 
r( ady to ofler themselves, and greatly offended 
wiien their otler was not accepted. It would *?eem, 
however, that whether they are lent out by their 
tyrants, or on their own accord, the object is 
solely that of obtaining the wages of prostitution ; 
the heart and the passions had no share in the 
transaction. It is just possible, that this facility 
in transferring women to the embraces o^ stm- 
gers, is conmied to those parts of the couatiy 
where they have had communication with Euro* 
peans, who have encouraced sudi coonenoiw; 
though it most be admitted that, on the pment 
occasion, veiy little difierenoe, in this respect, 
appears to have been observed on the part cf the 
women, an places beyond where slave dealers are 
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ite 4kfb baitit of nBitiiig. Captain Tuckey, how- 
ever, sajrS) that in no one iiiBtance, beyond Em- 
bomma, did they find the men allani en avani in 
Ibeir ofier of the women ; but the Embotoma men. 
8|iid, falsely, it i» to be hoped, that it was only 
tkeir ignorance, and the httle intercourse they 
bad with white men, that prevented it; and that 
any of them would think themselves honoured by 
giving up Us wife.or daughter to a white man. 

No such licentious conduct it would seem if 
sanctioned among themselves ; where natives are 
the only parties concerned, an intrigue with an- 
other man's wife entails slavery on both the oden- 
ders; and if the wife of a Chen 00 should go astray, 
he inflicts what punishment Jk^ mny lliifik iit on the 
lady, but the paramour must sufier df^afh. Mr. 
Fitzmaurice states, that an nistance of lliis kind 
occurred while he was stationed at Embomma, 
The man was first carried to Sherwood, tlie mate 
of a slave ship then trading in the river, and ofier- 
ed to him ibr sale; but on being rejected, those 
who had charge of him bound his hands and feet, 
and, without further ceremony, threw him into 
the river. 

Moral Airn Physical Character.— It is a strango 
inoonsistenc^ of human feeling that, in all unculti- 
vated societies, the weaker sex should be doomed 
to perfi>rm-tiie most laborious drudgery, b Coi^o, 
the cultivation , of the land, and the search after 
food in the woods and on the plains, frequently the 
catching of fish, devolve wholly on the women; 
while the men either saunter al)out, or idle away 
the time in laying at full length on Uie ground, or 
in stringing beads, or bleeping in their huts: if em- 
ployed at all, it is in weaving little mats or caps, a 
kind of lig^ht work more a]>pi n]>i laie to the other 
sex, or in strumuMng on some muaicai instrument 
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Their indolent didpositidti, however, does mi 
preFcnt them from indulging an immoderate fond- 
ness for dmicing, more especially on moon-light 
nights. No feats of activitpr aw displayed in this - 
species of amasement, winch coMists ciiieAj in 
▼arious motions of the arras and gestieidations of 
the body, not alto^ther the most decent 'the 
pleasure it affords is anaoanced bf hearty peah of 
laughter. They arc also fond of singing, but it is 
only a monotonous d^a^^ ling of the voice, not very 
ivell calculated to delight the ears of the auditors. 
Their musical instruments arc, a sort of c^tritar or 
lyre of the rudest kind, horns, shells, and drums; 
and Hometimop calabashes tilled with small stone? 
to make a rattling noise. They have sonj^s on love, 
war, hunting, palm wine, and a variety of subjects, 
some of which have been attempted to be writteo 
down and translated by Captain Tuckey, bnt In air 
imperfect a manner and so much defaced, as not 
to admit of being made out. 

In all the memoranda of the gentlemen employ- 
ed on the expedition, the natives of Coneo are re- 
presented as a lively and good-hnmonred race of 
men, extremely hospitable to strangers, and alwaya 
ready to share their pittance, sometimes scanty 
enough, with the passing visiter. In one of the 
notes only, they are characterized as shrewd, cun- 
ning, and thievish. Men living in a state of society 
like theirs, have oc casion for all their siirewdness 
and cunning; but with respect to their thievish 
propen^'ity, though common to ahiiost all savage 
and half-civiiized tribes, the testimony of Captain 
Tuckey is rather in fevottr of their honesty, it is 
true, that when returning down the river in a sidrly 
and helpless condition, and in great haste and 
anxiety to reach the vessels, some irtiing advan* 
tage was taken to pilfer part of their baggage; hat 
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it is in favour of these people that, considering all 
the circumstances of the distressed situation of 
tJie party, they were ahle to bring away with thefl^ 
any part ot their scattered property. 

The 9l|i4ure of the men of Congo is that of the 
middle size, and (heir i'eaUirea, though nearest tOr 
Uiose of th^«egro tribe, are neither so alroilgijR^ 
fMu^ed, nor SO hiack as the Airicaiii are in (^ne» 
ail< t^be^ are not only represented as being more 
pleasinj^, bot also dft wearing the appearance o£ 
great simplteitj and uinocenoe. Caftatn Tuckej 
could not discover aoMnig the people any naticomi 
physiognomy ; bqt few mulattoes ; and many had 
the features of sonthem Europeans. The disco- 
Y^ry, .by the party, of burnt bones, and of human 
skulls hanging from trees, might have kd to the 
injurious idea oi tiieir being addicted to the eating 
of human flesh, had no. luriher inquiries been made 
concerning them : accounts of cannibalism have 
been inferred by travellers on appearances no bet- 
ter founded than these ; and it is probable, that the 
many idle stories repeated by the Capuchin and 
other missionaries to Congo, of the Giagas and 
Anzicas, their immediate neighbourst delighting in 
human flesh, may have had no other foundation 
than their fears worked upon by the stories of the 
neigbhoarii^ tribes, who always take care to re- 
present one another in a bad hght,.an(djCii|Mlj ^ 
upon cannibalism as the worst. , ^. ^^h^ . 

SvPBBSTi'noNs.^lgnorance has always heen ac- 
counted the prolific mother of superstition. Those 
of the negproesjOfJCongo would iSe mere subjects of ^ 
ridicule, if (hey ^re harmless to society; which 
however is not the case. Every man has his fehc/u^ 
and some at least a dozen, being so many tutelary 
deities, against every imaginable evil that may he*. 
fall them. The word is Portuguese, feiti(;o, ^i)d 
signiiies a charm, witchcraft, magic^ &c } and whg(. 
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is remarkable enough, it is in universal use among 
all the negro tribes of the Western Coast. 

There is nothing so vile in nature, that does no\ 
serve for a negro's fetiche ; the bom, the hoof, the 
hair, the teeth, and the bones of all manner of 
quadrupeds ; the feathers, beaks, claws, skulls, and 
bones of birds ; the heads and skins of snakes ; 
the shells and fins of fishes ; pieces of old iroi^ 
copper, wood, seeds of plants, and sometimes a 
mixture of all, or most of them, strung together. 
In the choice of a fetiche, they consult certani per- 
sons whom they call fetiche-men, who may be con- 
sidered to form a kind of priesthood, the members 
of which preside at the altar of superstition. As 
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dreBB, and the dwelling of every negro, the preced- 
ing repreBents one which the wearer considered as 
tui inndlible charm against j^oison ; the mi^teriab 
iare, an European padlock, m the iron of which 
ihe^ have contriTed to bury a cowrie shell and 
various other matters, the bill of a bird, and the 
head of a snake ; these are suspended from a ro- 
sary consisting of the beans of a species oi' dolichosy 
strung alternately with the seeds of some oth'^t 
plant Others, with some little variati^jn, are con-* 
sidered as protections ag^aiiist the effects of ijuin- 
der and lierfitning, against the attacks of the rmig^a- 
tor, the hippopotamus, snakes, lions, tigers, &c. 6iC» 
And if it should so happen, as it sometimes does, 
that in spite of his guardian |jems, the wearer 
should perish bj the very meani^M^^t which he 
had adopted it as a precaution, no rauile is ascribed 
to any negligence or want of virtue on the part of 
the fetiche, but to some oflence given to it, by the 
possessor, for which It has pennitted the punish- 
Bient On this acciMinl, when a man is anout to 
commit a crime, or do that which his conscience 
tells him he ought not to do, he lays aside his fe- 
tiche, and covers up his deity, that he may not be 
privy to the deed. Some of tlie persons of the 
expedition showed to one of the chief men a majj^- 
net, which he said was very bad fetiche for black 
man; he was too lively and had too much saveif. 

This would be all well enonErh, if nn opinion of 
(heir virtues in warding oil' evil r.tlerted only them- 
selves ; and they might even be useful when con- 
sidered as a guard upon their actions ; but their 
mflaence does not stop here ; they are considered 
in one sense as a kind of deity, to whom prayers 
are addressed for their assistance, and if afford ed^ 
Huukagiviogs aie retonied; fer tbe honour of ttie 
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foficho also, absfincnce i:- jxi formed, and penal- 
ties inliicted; but it unsuc.cosslul in any enterprise 
an which the fetiche has been consulted, the 
owner immediately parts with him^ and purchaaes 
another from the priest. These cmudng men ha^c 
gone a step further, and have 8u<;ceeded in pef^ 
suading the sillj people, that by their means, anjr 
part of a man^s property maj be fetiched or made 
sacred, in the same manner, or nearly so^ as the 
loMoo, i^ich is so universally practised in all the 
^Pacific an^ South Sea islands; and their mode of 
detecting a tliief, bears a very remarkable reswn- 
blaiWe to that which ('arnpbcil describes to be used 
among the people ol the Sandwich isLinds. 

But the evil docs not end here. Mr. Fitzmaw- 
rice, while he stopped at Banza Cooloo. was wit- 
ness to a transaction, which will best explain the 
iiletlects of these senseless superstitions. A woman 
had been robbed oi soine manioc and ground nuts ^ 
she applied to a gans^am or priest mr a fetiche; 
which would compel the robber to restore the pro» 
perty; and the manner oi doing it is as foUows* 
The letiche being exposed in some public places 
the people of the villap^e dance round it, ana with 
the most hideous howlings invoke it to produce 
the thief, or to direct that within a certain time, 
and at a certain place, he shall deposite the stolen 
oods, in failure of which, that this newly created 
ivinily will be plea^-ed to destroy both him and 
his relations. Il' at the e\ pi ration of the time, 
which is usually two days, the property is not re- 
stored, the fetiche is rfMnoved, and the first person 
of the village who dies, is considered to be the 
thief. It usually happens, that the goods are re- 
storedt hut this was not the case in the present 
instance. The morning after the removal of the 
fetiche^ Ihc^jnoit dismal howlings were heard^tt 
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&e village, and, on sending the interpreter to in- 
qaire into the cause, he returned and reported, 
ttiat the fetiche had killed the thief, and that the 
noise proceeded from the relations mourning oyer 
tfaebodj. «'The deceased,^ says Mr. Fitasmau- 
rice, ^ had been one of tnj coolies, and was a fin^ 
strong young m^n, apparently about twenty-four 
years oi age. I had seen him the preceding even- ' 
mg walking about in g^ood health, which, together 
with the circuuislaiice of his having died in con- 
vulsions, leads me to suspect that, rather than suf- 
fer the efficacy of fetiche to he questioned, 
the priest iiad Bch'cted this poor iellow as the vic- 
tim to his imposture, and had contrived to send 
him out of the world bjr poison; an opinion in 
which I am the more confirmed, from the relations 
of the deceased having foond it necessarj to pre* 
sent the priest with a larger quantity of manioc 
and i^nts than what had l^n stolen, a necessary 
precaution, as my interpreter assures me, to pre* 
serve their own lives.^' 

The following circumstance, which passed be- 
Itween Mr. Fitzmaurice and his friend the Chenoo 
of the village, is a curious trail of simplicity or 
cunning^ in the manners of these people. Thi^ 
Cheiioo li;ul boasted of a i\ar fetiche, which if anv 
one attempted to shoot at. the tlint would fallout, 
and the .person so att'^mpting would fall down 
dead. On Mr. Fizmiinrice and Mr. Hodder ex- 
pressing a wish to have a shot at this redoubtable 
deity, he observed, that he loved them too much to 
let them itj\ on telling him, however, that if, on 
firing, they missed it, or if they sustained any 
harm, they would give him a whole piece of baft 
. and two bottles of brandy, his fears for their safety 
immediately vanished before the prospect of gain, 
and he consented; sit ysofds was the distance 
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measured off The fetiche was the figure of a man 
nidely carved in wood and covered with ras:^, 
•boat two feet high, and one loot broad, and the 
time appointed was the following morniiiff. In the 
•eourte of the evening, the interpreter, who had a 
great regard for the strangers, appeared extremel/ 
•ad and pensile, and being ask^ the caofley re^ 
pKedf that be verj mnch fibred his good masters 
were going to die« and entreated in the most urgent 
manner^ that they would give tbe baft and brandy^ 
and let the fetiche alone. Being absent for smne 
time, he said, on I) is return* that he had been at the 
village ; that the King and his nobles were holding 
a palaver, whether they should venture the fetiche 
or not, and that the) liad asked him, whether he 
thous^ht white men would dare lire at it, and on 
bin answering in the affirmative, thej exclaimed, 
" raindeele zaambie m'poonga," white men are 
gods.** The Chenoo made his appearance the fol* 
lowing morning, but without the fetiche, and was 
TOiy desirous to see the ibwling piece fired,in which 
be was gratified, and on perceiving 4be ball strike 
the mark fired at^ he seemed rery math astonish^ 
€d« and went away without saying a word. In the 
evening be returned^ with nearly tbe wbole of tbe 
inhabitants; beg^ tbpy would not think of firiftg 
at bis fetiche, for if they should hit it, and this was 
known to the neighbouring Cbenoos, they would 
all make war upon him immediately; an entreaty 
which was uttered with so much real anxiety in 
his counteuauce as to leave no doubt oi hits being 
in earnest. 

Besides the individual fetiches which arc select- 
ed by a prirsi, or })y the caprice of the wearer, 
various btnking objects ofnature are held in gjene- 
ral estimntion. The Taddi Enzazzi, or lightning 

stoney and the ietisch rock^ are oi^ects of Ibis JkumL 
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Tb^ latter is considered as the peculiar residence 
of Seembi, the spirit which presides over the river. 
On the side of some rocks inhabited by fisher- 
men, round the poiat of Soonda, are a number of 
raised figures, formed apparently with sand and 
ashes, and laid on wet, which, when indurated, ap- 
pear like stcNie sculptured in low relief. Some 
of those figures were copied bj Lieutenant Haw^ 
kej9 respecting which, he obsenres, that he could 
not learn, from any inquiries be was able to makei 
irhether t)iejr had any connexion with the refi- 

S*ous notions of the people, though (hejr went hy 
le name of fetiches. Thejr were said to be the 
work of a learned priest of Nokki, who taught 
the art to all those woo chose to pay him. 

la beveral other places, figjures oi a similar kind 
were met with, cutiato the face of the slaty rock, 
or into wood, or on the surface of the gourds or 
pumpions, most of which had somethiiig of the 
fetiche or sacred character attached to them. Thej 
have some vague notion ot a future paradise, in 
wiiich they shall all be happy; they also entertain 
some idea of a good and an evil principle ; the 
former is distinguished hy the name or^amba 
MToonga; the latter bjr thatof Caddee M'Peemba; 
but thejr seem to pay more Teneration to, and to 
feel a greater dread of, their substantial fetiches» 
than these imaginary personages. 

The most inSfensive part of their superstitions 
is the respect which they show to the dead ; and 
absurd as it may appear, a veneration for deceased 
friends and relations is always a favourable trait 
in the character of a people. Those who can 
aflbrd, and they omit no endeavours to obtain it, 
cover the dead bodies of their relations with man/ 
folds of clothifi^, and keep them above ground, till, 
from the quantity of wrappers added from time to 
timO) tbejr have arrived at an iautteose bulk; ia 
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this state thej are then deposited in a hut; ihey 
mourn their loss at stated times of the day wilH 
hovvlifigs nnH lamentations: and at length they bury 
them in graves of vasl de})lh. witli the ^ lew pro- 
bably of preventing the possihihiy of tlirir being 
scratched up by beasts ol prey; they plant trees 
and shrubs round the graves* and like the Welsh 
and the Chinese, decorate them with flowers, or 
place fetiches upon them. An elephant's tusk 
placed at the head and another at the foot, mark the 
grave as belonging to a person of some distinction. 

Chimes and Punishmeivts. — ^The onlj capital 
crimes are stated to be those of poisoning and 
adultery; the latter of which is singular enough, 
considering in what little estimation women are 
held. Murder and theft are punished by retalia- 
tioii iiiid restitution, or selling the criminal into 
slavery. The Gangam and his Kissey are the 
giafid jury wlio find the bill, but the aceused 
u[i(lpro;oes a trial by ordeal before the elders 
of the community. He is made to chew a cer- 
tain poisonous bark ; it guilty, he keeps it in his 
stomach, a|||d it occasions his death; if iimocent, he 
throws it up again, and he is acquitted of th^^. 
charge ; and thus the guilt or innocence of a mao' 
is made to depend on the strength of bis stomacK 
The practice of poisoning is so common, that the 
master of a slave always makes him taste his 
cooked Tictuals before he ventures to eat of them 
himself. 

' Diseases and Remedif.s. — The natives in general 
appeared to he health y ; the diseases under which 
they mostly laboured, v^ere of the cutaneous kind, 
few being free from ihe itch, and scrofula ; h prosy, 
and elephantiasis were observed, and some few 
cases of fever and fluxes occurred. They ap- 
peared to be subject also to indolent tumours, and 

most of them were observed to have large navela* . 
* - 
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Among the people of the neighbouring towns who 
came down to Inga to see the white men that were 
stationed there, a Mafook brought with hrm his 
daughter, a girl of about twelve years of age, 
whose skin was perfectly white, but of a pale sickly 
colour, though the father said she was quite stout 
and healthy ; she had curly hair aud negro fea- 
tures. 

The only medicines used by them^ and those 
but sparingly, are infusions and decoctions of 
native plants; and among others the root of* a 
species of dioscorea, of a yery strong bitter taste, 
is Terj much chewed hy them as a preventive of 
fluxes ; but the Gangam Kissey and various fetiches 
are mostly resorted to for the cure of diseases ; and 
when the Gangam, who acts in the threefold capa- 
city of priest, public accuser, and physician, sees 
the case to be desperate, he gives the patient over 
to Ziimba iVri^oons^a. 

It is not easy to conceive for what purpose the 
shoals of missionaries were sent among the Congo 
negroes, nor in what manner they passed their 
time in the country. Their accounts are tilled with 
the multitudes they baptised, and they baptised all 
who otfered themselves ; hut it is a very fxlraor- 
dinary fact, that they should not have instructed 
some of them to read and write. No trace of any 
such instruction appeared along the banks of the 
Zaire, except in the instance before mentioned ; 
nor did it appear that they had any mode of regis- 
tering time or events^ except by the moon, and in 
this way only for a very few years. 

LASiGUAGfi. — The language of the Congo and the 
neighbouring states, differs very materially from all 
the known languages of the negroes of northern 
Africa ; but from the copious vocabularies obtained 
1>Y Captain Tuckey, there would seem to be a 

39 
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radical f^ffinity betu t mm all the languages ^ fte 
western coast of Southern Ainca, and thatthea* 
laniruaffes liave pervaded the greater part ol tUat 
portioTof the Coatineut, and extended even to the 

eastern (ioast. , 

The letter of Mr. Marsden, reterrcd to in ( ap- 
tain Tuckey's instructions, contains some ctii ious 
information on this subject; as well as ome re- 
marks on the language in general, which may be 
usefol to fature travelers j the foWowmg is an ex- 
tract from it , 1 * • 

•* Knowing so little, as we do, of the countnes 
« on the banks of the Zaire (which I observe le 
also called by D'Anville, ttie Barbek nrer), few 
« particular instructions can be giTen» regardii« 
the language spoken in that quarter j and it wiU 
depend upon Captain Tiickey to arall tanscll oi 
the inlornuUion that circumstances may pi«5e 
" within his reach, in most cases the opportumty 
« will be little more than that of collecting a l^w 
" of the most common words, which may. however, 
" be sutiicient to show whether tlie people speak- 
" in<' them, have or have not an origiiml connexion 
** with others geographically and politically sepa- 
« rated from them ; and comparisons of this kmd 
«* will be much facilitated by having unilorm hsts, 
«• which not only suggest the proper words at t he 
« moment of inquiry, but place them mechamc ally 
« beside each other. Where a longer residence 
^ admits freer intercourse, and the means of ac- 
» quirti^ a more perfect knowledge of the tea- 
" guage, it will be desirable, besides attempting to 
fill up the larger vocabulary,* that pains should 
*♦ be taken to examine its grammatical structure, 
« and to ascertain, for instance, how the nomma* 
^'tive.aiid subjunctive words in e sentefice 

• A printed Mlectioii of EDg^h woHs. 
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•* placed with respect to the verb ; how the ad jec- 
tive with regard to the substantive; how plurals 

•< and degrees of comparison are formed ; whether 
there is any kind of inflexio[i or variation oi syl- 

" bibles of the same word acc ording to its position 
in the sentence and connexion witli other words; 
whether the pronouns personal vary according to 
the rank or sex of the person addressln^r or per- 
son addressed ; and whctiier they are incur y)o« 
rated with the verb; and to observe any other 

*^ peculiarities of idiom, that the language may 
present ; noting the degree of softness, harsh- 
ness, indistinctness, intonation, guttural soundsy 
and the prevalence or deOciency of any particu- 
lar letters of the alphabet, as we should term 
them, such as 1^ and F. The extent of counti^^ 

** orer which a language is understood to prevail 
should also be a subject €»f investigation; and^ 

^ by what others it is bounded at every side. Also, 
whether there may not be a Correct language of 
communication between nationst whose proper 

^ languages are distinct 

« f observe that the name of Congo belongs to 

** the country on the southern side ol the Zaire ; 

«* and that r.oango, KoUongo, N*Goio, Tomha, and 

** N'Teka, are I he namejs of kingdoms or districts 

" on the nortliern side. The specimens I have of 

" the language of Loango (apparently the most 

" considerable of these) shows it to he radically 
the same with that of Congo, although, as dia- 
lects, they vary a great deal. It will probal)ly 
be tbund, that this is the case with regard to th^ 
others also ; and 1 am the more inclined to be- 

<^ lieve the language very general in that part of 
Africa from the following circumstance : I had 
formerly a negro servant u'om Mosambique, who 

*^ came by the way of Bombay to 3eacooleii, and 
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" havinj^ taken down from his mouth the wordss of 
" native tongue, I was afterwards much sur- 
" prised to find them correspond, in many in- 
stances, not only with the language of the Caiiers, 
as given hj Sparrman, but more especiaUj with 
^ that of Congo, as will be seen on comparing wt 
** few of t!ie words of the latter, as given bj Ben- 
<^ jamin (tbe Congo black) with those taken kom 
*^ my servant. 



EngixMh, Omgo, JMbMWiUfM* Mt^- 

Three. Tatoo. Atatoo. 

Ten. Coomy. Kumir. 

Four. Me-sana. Sanu. 

Man. IVlomtoo. Muntu. 

Woman. Makaintu. Muke. 

Foot. Cooloo. Mo-guru. 

Day. Booboo. Riubu. 

Dead. Cufoy. Kufoa. 

Water. Maza. Madje. Maazi. 



«^ But it was not my intention to have gone into 
«i this detail; the fact, however, is very curioiiSi 
** the distance being so considerable.** 

It 18 sufficiently remarkable, however, that while 
this agreement is §aund between the languages of 
tribes so wery dbtant from each other, so great a 
difference slioold prevail*in diflferent T^rts of the 
same district, and at so short a aistanee, as 
appears hj the Vocabulary (Appendix), coHect- 
ed and fined up by Captain Tuckey; the first 
column of which are the words oi the INIalemba 
languaj^e, on the coast and near the mouth of the 
river, the second those of Embomma; and it is 
stated that the langna£:e beyond Ingadificrcd very 
considerably from that of Embomma. 

Mr. Marsden, wfio ohlln^injrly furnished the list 
of English words in a ]>! niied form, and whose ex- 
tensive knowledge of languages, stamps a value oa 



Digitized by Google 



OEN£RAL OBSfiRyATION& 393 

any opinion he may give on ttiat subject, has com- 
mmiicated the following obBenrations on Captain 
Tuckey's Tocabularj. 

"The very copious and apparently accurate 
M Tocaibulfltnr of the Congo langua^e« collected by 
" Captain Tucfcey, has fomished the means of 
^ comparison with the odier languages and dialecta 
" prevailing in the soathenK portion of Africa, and 
" nas thereby seired to establish the fact of an in- 
** timate connexion between the races of people 
" inhabiting the western and the eastern coasts < 
« of the peninsula; although in that parallel, its 
** breadth is little less than thirty degrees of lon- 
** gitude. 

"Upon selecting some of the most familiar 
" terms, and comparing tlicm with the specimens 
" we possess, it will be seen, in the first place, that 

tlic words as written down by Captain Tuc key, 

from the mouths of the natives of 6^o??n^o, agree ge- 
*' nerally with those given by Brtisciotto, Olden- 
" dorp, and Hervas ; allowance being made for the 

differences of European orthography. They 
," also correspond with those of the neighbouring 
^countries of Lomigo and ^^ngola^ with some 
" variety of labial pronvnciation; and less perfect- 
« ly with the languages of the Mandongo (not to be 
" confounded with the Mandmga of Northern Af* 
" rica) and the Camba people; both of the same 
^ frestem coast It is oignly probable^ that dl 
" these nmtually understuid each other In con- 
" TerBatioiL Between the Congo lai^age and 
** that of the tribes on the eastern side, the affinity, 
^ although radical, is much less striking, and the 

people themselves must consider them as quite 
** distmct ; but the following instances of resem- 
** blance, in words expressing the simplest ideas, 
^ may be thought suificieqt to warrant the belief 
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" that the uations by whom they are employed, 
must, at a remote period, bave been moi^ iali- 



mately connected." 








Sb 0 
c 5 
O X 


Congo, 
OldenJorp. 


if 

5 

•-2 


>->:? 

o 




Tbrae 
Four 
Fiv« 
Tea 

Kye 

Toutb 

Dead 

Water 

Hog 

Sun 

Moon 

Salt 


latoo 

M'na 

Tanoo 

Coomj 

Mieso 

Meno 

Foi 

Gurolooboo 

Moorzv 
Moon-qua 


I'atttt 

Ya 

Tanu 

Icumi 

Mase 
NTaiil 

- 


Si lattu 
Sija 
Sit-Un 
Sirknai 

Aflfua 
Masa 
£ngulo 
Tanga 


Ba^tatu 
Me-aaoa 

Kami 
Me$o 
Meno 
Kufoa 

Guruay 


Moonaw 

Thaoou 

Koomaw 

Teesho 

Meoho 

Matre 
Gulloway 

Moomo 
Muo-yoa 


~A tatn 
Saao 

M 

rfile 
Mae<i 



There doea sot seem to be the Irast truth in the 
complieated mechanism of the Congo languageti 
vhich some fenciful aathor thought w bad disco* 
veredt and which has been repeated by succeeding 
writers; none of ^ those idioms of which the bjup 
tax and grammatical forms, ingeniousW combined 
with art, indicate^ in the opinion of Halte-Bniii» 

a meditative genius, foreign to the baUtnal con^ 
dition oi these people." 

These few observations c outain a summary of 
the knowledge of the morid circumstances aiid 
condition of the people, and their means of sub- 
sistence, as obtained by the expedition to the 
point of the river where its. researches terminated. 
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CONTAlNIfIG 

A VOCABULARY 

OF THK 

MALEMBA AND £MfiOMMA LANGUAGES. 



ENGLISH. MALEMBA* EMBOHMA. 

Above, Tanda Teleema 

Absent, leli leli-kouka 

Accme, N'Doke 
Admire, . Equaila 

Advice, Wenapee 

Adalteiy, Wavuca, Ng-Cus« Soogain ca s a n g a im 

ganie 

Afraid, Wooga Bocma 

Affirant, V, N*8oite nganzey 

After, Qjnonenia 
Afternoon, Masseca maseaka 

Again, QviarK^^e 

Agree, loca Chivneede 

Air, E'Zoola eeelo 

Alike, Deddy Deddy 

Ali?e, N*Cheiiia .momo 

AH, 1008011. M*Venii* Yo 

ioMou, 1 gi?e 

all 

Alone, Caca ; Meno cacay 

I am alone 

Always, Loumbau E'onsou« Tangibana 

all times 

Amuse, Qjoeembela 

Anchor, fioam-pootoit 1»oam*poiitoQ 

And, Isha 
Aogry, N'Zalla, Lenguia, 

sulky 

Another, Lequa, Legua 

chanca* aaotber 
thtog 
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Answer, v, Tamboudede boulem-beembo 

Any, lequa, chouso^le- 

qua, aoy thiog 

AppToacli, V. QjBsuena or We* Im 

aadea 

Arm, Coco 

Army, CacomunU 

Airiye, K'Chemasouca 

Ashamed, N'Sone sonj-zakalekE 

Ashore, Vmato, mniM vananse 

Ask, CoafsuU uvrook 

Asleep, Leca 1616 

Assist) Cousadesa 

At, M'pou 

Aunty Cacandee Menkase 

A?oid, Sotuuna 

Awake, Catotimauca eotouka 

Aze, MTeebe taiHy 

Back, Ncma booza 

Back again, Vantaaca 
Bad, Mabee, Moootao, mambee 

N'samblco, bad 

man 

Ba^, Ecouba Koilba 

Bake, Zampaiiube, Bolo 

Zampaimbe, 

bdke bread 

Bald, Vandoa faadoii 

Bargain, - Saomba loombft 

Bark (rind) Taunda baboiy 

Barren, Seeta 
Barter, V. Taubepngana- Viiya 

Guetau 

Basket, STBangoa 

Battle, N'Youi^ Sookoola 

Battle, Nomna N'oosna 

Bawl, v» Beconoa 
Bay, Londo N'zeela 

Beads, M'Sanga, or p*8an^ 

Sanga 

Beard, N'DeTa Deroe 

■ leal, «. Taita, beco>yaita, Bolo 

(!nn't strike 

Bed,. M'Fauloa Cbeea 
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Before, 

Beg, 

Begin, 

Behind* 

BelieFe, 

Belly, 

Below, 

Bend, 

Betray, 

Between, 

Beyond, 

Big, 

Bird, 

Bite, V. 

Bitter, 

Black, 

Blind, 

Blood, 

Blue, 

Boat, 

Body, 

Buli, V. 

Bold, 

Bone, 
Bottom, 
Box, n. 
Boy, 
Braye, 

Bread, 

Break, v. 

Breasts, 

Bridge, ' 

Bring, 

Broad, 

Brother, 

BoUd, 

Bam, V. 

Busy, 

Boy, 



MALEMBA. 

Ovetide (^uaude 

M'panou 

Davove 

Oquiaenw 

Eande 

VoTimo!! 

V oumbuma 
Moueve 
Fouloniaoae 
Valla 
.Oanene 
Cangama 
Noone 
Lavata 
Cazau 
H*fiote 
Mesonmaiba 
Menga 
Chandombe 
N'Zii/.a 
Soiango 

Lamba Tmeno lam- 

ba, I noil) 
Oumolo, or -q^ 



Vissee, or V4 
Coon ansae 
Lookata 
N' i aoude 
Q,uango)o or Oih 

noh» 
Bolo 
Baudede 

N'Toulou ^ 

Saaoka 

Twala 

Tamamase 

Pangame 

Taunganza 

£. Veede 

Snlnnsnlnntra 
Soumbaquacou 



M'cootoo 

Tona 

qvanioia 

•Voomoo 

quooiisee 

beenza 



tolo 

Noonee 

tibila 

nooly 

M'fiote 

mafoi 

Menga 

Chinomba 

N'zaza . 

A via 

laamb 



▼ezze 
Coonaiuee 

« 

leeze, toadi 
pand4 

Bolo 
bounce 
Maemi maboi 
Subooka 



MonoTia 
Soombe 



Cable, Seeoea * Seeoga 
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CaU,«. 
Calm, 

Careful, 

Carry, 

Cat, 

Catch, 7». 
Change, 



Cheeks, 

Chew, 

Chief, n. «. 

ChUd, 

Cbio, 

Choose, 

Circle, 

City, 

Cleao, 

Cloth, 
Cloudy 
Coone, 

CoW, 

Comb, V. 

Come, 

Conquer, 

Cook, V* 

Copper, 

Corner, 

Country-, 

Cow, 

Cry, V. 

Cure, 

Cane, v. 

Cat, 

Danre, v. 
Dark, 

Daughter, 
Diy, 
Dead, 
Deaf, 



Bokela 

Bacanam pemba- 
quam, no mod. 
Kbea 
Nata 
Boude 
Bacca 

Veenga. Teenqoe 
leqoa (change 
somethiiiig) 

Matanunn 

Menta 
Hauana 
BeTsa 
Zona 

ZoaBga (Zoonga) 

Fanza 

Soucoula (means 

alflo wash) 
chindele 
E'Sanche 
Catynawataco 
Chazee 
Sanoo 
Weesa 

cheeoa waatc 
Laaihe 
Sango 



Lundoo 
baaano penia 

bongo leeko^ 

Nata 

bood^ 



Seame 

Gombe 
Dela 

Sambouca 

Lakelaea 

Veepgpana 

Keena 

Tombe; Nig|it 

time 
Chincoomba 

Faaede 

Matoo, Maiba (ear 
Uind) 



aviengeza 

Matamma 
Casu 



bevo 

zegoomaneenn 

M'banza 

Nea?exe 
• 

Uele 

too^' 

▼oonga 

cheosey 

booga2:y 

Uraba 

Songo 

N*zee 
pacheza 

leela 
bciuU 

lokala 
Yapgo 

keena 
M'boi 

Coombu 
Hoinee 
foi 

(the Sine) 
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Deceive, 

Deep, 

Depart, 

Devil, 

Dew, 

Die, V, 

Dig, 

Diligent, 
Discourse, 

Dispute, 
Divide, 

Dog, 
Door» 

Dewn, «dL 

Dream, v. 
Drmk, v. 
Drop, V. 
Drown, 
Drunk, 



Ear, 

Earth fsoil) 
Earth (globe) 
East, 

Eat. 

Edge, • 

Eight, 
•Eighty, 
Empty, 
End, n. 
Enemy, 
Enough, 
Enter, 
Escape, v. 
ExcQBe, ft. 
Eye, 

Eyebrow, 



MALEMBA. 

Maue¥e 

M'peenda 

Wenda qii'cikoo 
Cadde M"Prinh.i 
Desa or Deza 
MToa 

Sema. Seme an* 

loo, dig grave 
kebbe-bene 
yako. Palaver 

N'ganxy 
chakeky 
M'Boa 

Kaveloo, door- 
place, E'Vitoo* 
Coonaaee. Wenda 

rona«(se,go down 
N'dazee, dasentou 
Noa 
Bauede 
Seendede 
Calelan, or Coloa 

Malavon, drook 

from wiae 

Cooto-Matoo 

N'tato 

siongo 

Dea 

Mai no 

Makce 

E^Nana 

Nana longcamna 

champabflda 

Seena 

Fouaing 

clieena 
cabely 
MesaQ 
N'daou 



BMBOmCA. 

IPpooniiea 
Vinda 

Yenda quakoo 
Coolam pambo 
Lizee 
foca foi 



zoco 



ganzy 
chakeky 
M bui 

Vitoo 



lota 
noi 

soonoqneeiy 

fomo 
Coloi 



Matoo 

toto 

sionio 

akoo 

iia 

tova 

makec masoosoo 

N'auu 
lonvois 
bacana leevco 

Seena 

Giaheiady 

Foiny 

Cota 

leena 

iiezo 

darn 
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Face, 
Fall. V, 

Family, 

Far, 

Faat,9. 

Fat, 
Father, 
Fear, v. 



Feast, 
Feather, 

Ffrl, 7'. 

Female, 

Fetch, V. 

Fever, 

Fifteen, 

Fifty, 

Fight, V. 

FiU, 

Find, 

Finger, 

Fire» 

^five. 
Flat, 
Flesh, 
Float, V, 



5fALCMftA.. 

loo<i 

Vooiia or OvoO" 



EimoiacA, 

loozie 
booide 
boisey 



Flood, 



Flower, 
Fly, V. 
Follow, 

Fond, 



UClIC 






cnndft 




UUUbT 




empLy 




Tola 


tolezy 


laiH 




Tt ODga I ciieejuco 


^ k A Ant J* A 


QO not full 




M flu MAW I 

awiiy* ^ 


mocu bees& 




oaiia 


csuct mui^a 


ijC' 111 (M. cie 




Iv Pll 1 4 to 




I waia 


voola, 




a 


JliCaillllv IBDOO 


macoonia lan 


Mecanmatsnoo 


Samlinniio 


1^ UUtliItt 


D n,! Till 






Ad, nil Wtticf 


ji omua 


loulua 




lA/i9nla 




llAVAA 


visiic vr DuBiiy 


M'foo 


Tanoo 








Gombai 


M^pdouuia • 


K'iolo. E'folo Ue 


• 


Maza, float on 




the water 




Mazely. Masa 




mazely, water 




llooil. 




FouutJee 


foonflia 


Lavuoka 


calooka 


Seeda*qiioDema, I 


ionda 


Ibllow yoo 




N'Zona. N^Zona 


n'zooloey 


Kenton, fond of 


woman 





» 
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Food, belia 

Fool, Laoo booba 

Foot, 'iambee tambee 

FortHd, ^oaeneco ^ neembeedl ^ 

Forget, Zeembakeeoe simbancoome 

Forgire, Jfaogene yanica 

Fork, Soma gomn 

Forty^ * Macoomnya macoomaiia • 

Foar, Yaea C^uea or kea m'na 

Fourteen, Ecoameaeya coom m'na 

Fowl, Soosoo too floo 

Free, Foomoo, fra man foomooganB 

Fresh, Ikiasoodeca (no 

stink) 

Friend, JDequame CooQdiamjr 

Fruit, Cooia 

Full, Ezaily (Glossa zala 

Ezaily Masa, 

^ass fnU of 

water) 

For, Meca neekn 

Girl, caintoo 

Give, Tana vama 

Glad, Toadele toodisa 

Go, V. Wenda onenda 

Goat, combo 

God, Zambe M' Foud- yanbee 

goo 

Gold, Oia voola 

Good, Maboote tibooty iiia?ooU 

Great, Fooiuoo-a-Moote Aeeoam 

Green, Chambeo uu^ooeoM) 

Grow, E'Menene cooia 

Guard, v. lunglula 

Hair, . NSooke M'sootchj 

Half, * Cachanseea teeny 

Hand, Candase coco * 

Handsome, Mamoote qneoevzey 

Hang, Keteca znngalaquoi 

^^PP7i ooboo'eli 

Hard, Golozeenge bala 

Head, N'Too M too 



t 
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Hear, 



Hearty 
HeaTen; 
Heavy 
Heii) 

Herb, 
Here, 

Hide, o. 

UiU, 
Hire, v. 



ESOUBB. 



Hit,v. 

Hog, 
Hold, V, 
Hole, 

Hollow, A. a. 

Home, 
Honest, 

m 

Horn, 

HorsG, 
Hot, 

House, ^ 
Handred, 

Huni^rv, 
Hurt, V, 
Husband, 

I, 

Idle, 

Jealous, ^ 

If, 

Zndustrioue^ 



MAI f MBA. 

Weloo (Oweloowe 
do you hefiu* 
that) 

N*Cheeiiia 

EkooIoo 

Zeeta 

Soosoo N'kontoo 
W0Tn;iu lowl • 

Fouiidee 

Wesa-ba (come 
here) 

Soo-ainiy 

M*ZanzR 

Salla Kcolieeta, 
ivuik and V\\ 
pay you, Ooeza 
poota, come and 
Vllpay yott 

Oungeielle ' 

Secmba 
Nooa 

Lequa champabala, 

empty 
Coompooloo 
Moontoo N'Zam- 

be 

M'Porii and 
M'Foonge 
Cavalo 

^ooene 
M»Zo 

changcamnidt 

N^Zallri 

N'Gansey 
Etoco 



EMBOMIU. 

oneloo 



moDio 

COWBOlo 

seeta 



ieel, 

souka 

naokoo 
vemoBgo 



gooloobo 
seemba 
cooloo 
Yoovooloo 



moonta 



m'poka 



caTallo ^Portog.) ' 

basoo 

m'so 



za!a 

roontanty 
Doouiani 

meenoo' 



Meno 
Casasalaco 

Fontavouke cal- cbimpala 

samc^ 

Onso-Onso Zo- jfo 

nenc, if you like 
Salla woete 
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lanoeent, 
Interprat* 

Join, 

Jouraey, 
Iron, 
Island, 
Jump, V. 
Justice, 

Keep, 
Kick, 
Kill, 
King, 

Koife, 

Knot, 

Know, 

Lake, 

Lame, 

Land, 

Last, 

Laugh, V. 

Law, 

LOr^d, 71. 

Learn, v. 

Leg, ' 

Lie Mown) v. 
Lie (fidflitj) 

Lift, 

Light ^not heavy) 

Light ^Qot dark) 

Lightou^, 

Lips, 

Litae, 

Live, 9. 

Long, 
Look, V. 
Love, V. 
Low, 

Mad, 



APPENDIX. 

N'Camba 
Ecca or Teca 

Diata 

Zouiigu 
Zotooka 



Loonda 
Waita 

MToa or M'foua 
iHumboma or 

Iboma, clieeno 
M'Baily 
Acolo or E*colo 
Oanxoi 

Ean^ 

Tolooca 

Zela 

Qjuenema 
Saiba 

Voro, and Palaver 
choomboo 
Loo^a or Cou* 

cainba 
Veende 
Daile 
Vouna 
Nata 

Bacana Zilaco 

Mouene 

N*Zaza 

Beyan 

Chakai 

Ena-Wa-wanCee, I 

live 
Chella 
Taila 
Laoa 
Votisee 

G*Laou or Ai< ' 
leooa 
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mandico 
aencamba 

tanzey 

Baangua 

zoonga 

coticoanda 

?aonou 
tockensy 
bond a 
m cheeno 

bel€e 

coIo 

N'zabizy 

Cooly 
toloca 

D*ae 

leqnanpe deetj 

seva 

mVii<!a 

choomboo 
longua 

ittaloo- 

bleka 

mVoonoo 

naogoova 

zelaco 

mooini 

liisiemo 

Ueelee 

chepebow 

chicolezy 

zolozj 
toola 

laooka 
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EVOLISB. 

Make, vi 
Male. 

Mau (homo) 
Many, 
Market, 
Mat, 

Moot, V, 
Melt, V. 
Mend, 
Middle, 
Milk, 
Mine, pr. 

Money, 

Month, 

Moon, 

More, 

Morning, 

Mother, 

Moiiiitaio» 

Mouth, 

Much, 

Music, 

Nails, (ongles) 
Name, 

Narrow, i 

Near, nigh, 

Neck, 

Neighbour, 

Nest, 

Net, 

Never, 

New, 

Night, 

Nine, 

Ninety, 

No, 
Noise, 



None, 



SanerR 

Mo()rit'>a, 

Muonlau 

£iijecaca 

E'Zatidoii, 

Teba 

Banlasenna 
Manse 

Londa 
Counzee 
Chimvooma 
Wamee or 
E*Chame 
Bango 
N'Gondai 
N'Gondai 
Lequa 
Kensoaca - 



M'Zanca 
Nona 

Panepi 

Folo 

5ambe 
SOIMO 

Zena 

Vouconfe 

Ciiluvou 
E'Laca 

Votinio«etweena 

Mounguaoza 

N'Zalo 

Bacana Vanaeo 
ChacheTa 

Masseca 
E'Vaua 

liOuvoua Long" 

camma 
Nana 
Bonba 



OoDgnaine 



▼angn 

boocala 

benga 

sando 

leva 

boolanjana 
quabooka . 

londQ 
cawty 
chialy 
chamy 

.hon|po 

I gond4 

boola 

nieuiimeaa 

mama 

mm.9. 



li*noi 
jenzj 

mHeachy 
yeoola 

n'ynla 
zena 

cheechow 
cheTOlaiaja 

boleamba 
jula 
condy 
6oenoqnako 
chamona 
Ibokoo 

Imiana 

bucanaco 
joco^beke joko«4ie* 

dAii*t nakft 

noise 
chnmivahHitalo 



• % 




■OTLMB. MALHIBA. MMBOmU, 

North, velo 

Nose, Mazaimmi yoono 

Now, Waaa booboo 

Oil, ' Maoze mazey 
Old, MemSa 

One, Baai moaey 

Onljr, (Lequa chemasi, 

DO more than 
' one) 

Open, V, Zibaula ssaboquely 

Out, Lara huitjkiisey 
Owe, V, boDcooa 

Pain, Malau tanta yela , 

Paiat, V, Cousandeemba vela 

Paper, Papalla papela (Port.) 

Pay, V. FeU fitezy 

Peace, Ele^Nanana noinidecaa 

People, Peendouame bantoo 

Pierce, (Zeka Anloa make 

Hole) ■ 

Finch, Acoutanta joagBMBL 

Plain, ». 9. Voulelameae or 

VoQTanzala 

Play, V. Chobonbo aecoon^ 

Pleasure, Toadela tooendacoH 

Plenty, Ingee yenjirabeen! 

Poison, Daukee goolioongo 

Poor, Machanzambe beezycunda 

Possess, Doundcdeca 

Pot, Sea * cheenso 

Pregnant, Acnemeta * mavoomoeavo 

Present, (gift) Ta Tana 

Pretend, N'Sallaco 

Prevent, OunRf( mbede 

Price, • E*faunila boiigoqua 

Prie«t, Wecheche googa 

PrtTtle, fiawania 

Profit, Keta 

Promiae, v» -Sompeea geta coovana 

Proud, Venda wawooCe 

41 
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Poll, 



Quarrel, 
Quarter part, 

Qui' on, 

Question, 

Quick, 

Raio, 

Rat, 

Raw, 

Read, 

Read^, 

Rebel, n. 

lu I ( ive,* 

Red, 

Rejoice, 

Return, V. w. 

Reward, n. 

Rich, 

Ride, 

Ring, II. 

Ripe, 

Rise, v» 

River, 

Road. 

Roast, 

Rob, 

Rope, 

Rotten, 

RoMirh, 

Ruuud, 

Row, V. 

RUD, ^ 

Safe, 

Sail, n. 

Salt, 

Sand, 

Savage, 

Saj, 



(anoar) Vouela. 
▼ouela bfifm> 
poll well, toiiUa 
Eoumoie, pall 
together 

N'Dokee 

N'Dambouka 

Camina-Foumou 

Sampoaee 
Molo Nolo 

Voula 

Yangtouug4W 

^oneca 

Panga 

Tamboudc 

Yampainibo 

V eca lUonacQp 

Avotoqiiede 

Ounzetou 

Sena 

Sambela 

Loang^la 

Katoniaca 
Woe la 
Mozeila 
Coka or Coca 
Mowee 

Seenga 

Chawola 

Meca 

ChenzaoQgolo 

Zongoloca 

Zoucooloca 

ChiaaTona 

Voola 

Mongua 

Yengabee 

Ganze 

VoTa 



foo moonchaioto 
yong^nane 

vola 

pooloo 

yani~< H m/o 
chimbuikj 



voo taloo 

▼oTama 

cundatna 
longa 

soowondoo 

talama 
moela 
enzala 
loka 

lovenda yeba 

ainga 
kalK>wle 

soolarna 

Tiooila 

qaola 



voola 

raoon^ua 

neengy 



Ui 
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MALF.MCA. CMBOMMA. 



Sea, 


£mbou or'M i^uu 


boo 


Seat* 
Secure, 


Voanda 


cbansoo 


Yeco-haca 




See, 


Tala 


mona 


Seek, 


Tomba 


tomba 


Sell, 




loombeeca 


Send, 


1 oma 


tooma 


Servant, 


Toudeamme 


moonaleze 


Seven, 


^Sambonpidy 


Sambody 


Seventy, 


Louaambonady 


loosambody 


Shade, 


Pozee 




Shake, 


Necona 


nicocka 


Shame, 


Somee 


sonee 


Share, n. 


Auncoeya 


cayana 


Sharp, 


Looca 


etooide 


Shell, 


Chimpenga 


encaiaaoi 


Short, 


Cofee 


eooffey 


Shut, 


Zeca 


zeca 


Sick, 


Tel^ ; yela vela, 
very iiick 




Side, 


Lou V ate 


mona 


Silent, 


Beca Yoca, be ii* 
lent 


cantanikoota 


Silver, 


Plata 


parati (Port.) 


Sing, 


Winibe1« 


quimbela 


Sink, 


Cheseeadf'de 


seendi?«Ji 


Siflter, 


Panga M^keniau 
* Voenda 


pangaukuinto 


Sit, 


ovanda 


Six, 


StmbanoQ 


aanbanoo 


Sixty,. 


Macotuia 8iiiilM> 

nou 




Sky, 


E'Zooloo 


zooloo 


Sleep, V, 
Slow, 


Laica or Laica 


leeka 


Conka 


nek^ 


Smell, n. 


Koncoana 


aoody 


Smoke, 


Moiacee 


moisy 


Smooth, 


Lelamma 


▼endoomona 


Soft, 


Labella 


boolaboota 


Son, 


Moene 


moonayakala 


Soon, 


Kainga 


00 


Sore, 


Tanta 


bezy 


Sorry, 


Gardee 


keady 


Soar, 


Ctangomonn 


gongoomona 


Sow, (grab) 


Caona 


jseka moong^. 




Oyova (abort) 


vovn 


Spit. V, n. 


Chaca 


taoulamete 
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Split, 
Sqaare, 
Stab, 
Stand* V, 

Star, 

Steal, 

Stiuk, V. n. 

Stone, 

Storni, 

Stnacer, 

Strike, 

Strongs 

San. 

Swear, 

Sweet, 

Swim, 

Swotd, 

TaH, 

Take, 

Tear, v. 

TeU, 

Ten, 

There, 

They, 

Thif>f, 

Thigh, 

Thin, 

Thirsty, 

Thirteen, 

Thir^, 

This, 

Throat, 

Throw, 

Thunder, 

Three, 

Tie, 

To, 

To 

Tongue, 
Tooth, 
Touch, V. 
Town, 
Tree, 



MALEMBA. 

Tongona 
Shanana 

Chondn 
Talamn 

Bota 

Q,uey!t 

Soode 

Tadee 

Voohmambe 

Zenzee 

Boola 

Golo 

Mouene 

Gozee 

ChinzsiUa 

Yonga 

Tanzee 

M'Kela 

Bongu 

Masangu 

Camba 

Ecau-me 

Chinna 

Ana 

Moevee 

Ebooboo 

Enka 

Pouilla 

Coomee 4 taton 
If acoun n taton 



Gongolo 

Looza 

Mandazee 

Tatau 

Kanga 

Oula 

Baze mene 

Loodecmee 

Manoo 

V epalacduua 

Banza 

N'Chee 



Mo 



eoottzoka 
telema 

l>otelA 
mooce}" 
soody 
ctudy 



Zainza 
yondi weeta 

golo 

taugua 

deffy 

coivela 



keela 

baka 

coomy 



doo 

moiTy 

boodou d*acottiou- 

lorilo 

pooina 



noo 
eki 

elaka 
l as a 

moindozy 
tatoo 

Bazimeney 
loodimee 
meooo 
touta 
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True, ' 

Turn, 

" try 

i WO, 

Village, 

VilgiD* ' 

Undc r, 

(Jtiderstand, 
Unhappy, 

Voice, 

Upon, 

Wake, V, 

Walk, 

War, 

VV:?rm, 

VV a>h, V, 

Watch, V. 

Water, 

Weak, 

Weary, 

Weep, 

Wf^n, f,. «. 

When, 
White - 
, Who, 
Wicked, 
Wife, 
Wild, 
Wiod, n. 

Wise, 
Woman, 
Wood, (lignum) 
Wood, (aylTE) 

Wool, 



^ ChOlicft ' 

Votola 

Ecotime Eole. 

Wrrcoumolee 

Vole 

Deemba 
ToQboIa 

Came 

OriTvrrnge 

Zemba Canee 
Deenga 

Twoinda 
Taodoo 

Catomoko 
DiaCa 
Veta 
Qpamona 

Soucoula 
Wingala 
Maza 
Goloco 
DeenAalou 
Tenza 
Sambocadee 
Clialombo 
Painba 
Nan<V 
Mabe ^bad) 
Cazamme 
Sittan 
M'Paibe or 
MTaima 

Kentou 
Bala 
Lebala 
Mesa 



kelica 
vfloke 

coomjenieiy . 

macoomoly 

meoly 

Toota 



cooianda 
OQtoowmj 
Mu&arabj olMe 
. edico 



Cfitoomoka 

Deula 

ciogoo 

cafoota 

Yonga 

ianjediUR 



QCCtOO COODgelj 

beela 
^Qsmy 

oongatoo 
pembei 

onnanic 

untoonga 

casamy 

booloo 

pemo 

eTeT# 

qUTtndookft 
quinto 
coony 
chencootov 



4iU 



Word, 
Work, v! 

WTQDg, 

Year, 

Yesterday, 
Ton, \ 



Dinga 

Salla 



E. ZoDO 
Gaia (plnnil, 
Yeno) 



EMBOIUU. 

diarabo 

salo 

diambo ^teadj 

m'oo 
eeuga 

zono biokeUy 
gaiyay 



•* This ^ ocnbnlary ! do not consider to be free from mistakea, 
which I cannot now firnl time to discover: all the ol^ecla of 
the senses are, however, correct* — J. XUCKEY.'* 
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